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O you Gods I 
Why do you make us love your goodly gifts 
And snatch them straight- away .' 

So AKSPE are's Pericles. 
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BUE NEUVE-SAINT-AUGUSTIN ; AND FRBRCB AND ERGUSH LIBRART, 
RUE YIVIENNE. 
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CHAPTER I. 



^ Howeyer boldly tbdr vfum tlood was spili/ 
Tbeir life was ^hame, Oieir epiUph w4s goitt ; 
And this they knew and felt, at least the one. 
The leader of the band he had ondone.— 
who» bfynfor better things, had ma^y set 
Hb life upon a east, which lingered yet " 

BTRorr. 



Thbre'is perhaps no event in the annals of our history, whioli 
excited more alarm at the time oi its occurreiv3e» or has since been 
thesubject of more general interest, than the Mutiny at the Nore, in 
the year 1797. Forty thousand men, to whom the nation looked 
for defence from its surrounding enemies, and in stedfast reliance 
upon whose bravery it lay down every night in tranquillity,— -men 
who had dared everything for their King and country, and in whose 
b^^ists, patriotism, although suppressed for the time, could never 
be extinguished, — irritated by ungratd^iil neglect on the one hand, 
and by seditious advisers on die other, turned the guns which they 
had so often manned in defence of the English flag, against their 
own countrymen and their own h(Hne, and, with all the acrimony of 
feeling ever attending family quarrels, seemed determined to sacri- 
fice the nation and themselves, rather than listen to the dictates of 
reason and of conscience. * * 

Doubtless there is a pmnt at which en(]urance of oppression 
ceases to be a virtue, and rebellion can no longer be considered 
as a crftne : but it is a dangerous and intricate problem, the solu- 
tion of wl^ch.had better not be attempted. It must, however, be 
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acknowledged, thatxhe seamen, on the occasion of the first mutiny, 
had jnst grounds of complaint, and that they did not proceed to 
acts of violence, until repeated and humble renaonstrance bad been 
made in vain. 

Whether we act in a body or individually, such is the infirmity 
*and^lfishness of hunaan nature, that we*often surrender to impor- 
tunity that which we refuse to the dictates of gratitude, — yielding 
for our own comfort to, the demands, of turbulence, while quiet, 
unpretending merk is averlooke<^ apd opfM^essed, until,, roused by 
neglect, it deniands, as a right, what policy alone should have 
granted as a favour. * 

Such was the behaviour, on the part of government, which pro- 
duced the mutiny at the Nore. 

What mechamsm rsmore complex than the mind of man? And 
;i&, in all machinery, th^re.are wheels and springs of action, not 
apparent without close examination of the interior, so pride, ambi- 
tion, avarice, love, [day alternately or conjcHntly. upon the human 
mind, which, under then* influences, is whirled round like the 
weathercock in the hurricane, only pointing for a short time in one 
direction, but for that time stedfasUy* Hovi^difficalt, then, to ana- 
lyze the motives and inducements which actuated the several ring- 
leaders in this dreadful crisis I 

LeCus, therefore, confine ourselves to what we do really know to 
iiave been the origin of (fiscontent in one of these men, whose unfor- 
tunate career is intimately connected with this history. 

Edward Peters was a man of talent and education. He had en- 
tered on board the in a fit of desperation, to obtain the bounty 

for a present support, and his pay as a fijture provision, for his 
wife, and an only child, the fruit of a hasty aaid unfortunate m^t* 
A^. He was soon distinguished as a person of superior attain- 
ments ; and instead of being employed, as a kmdsman usually i§{ in 
the afterguard, or waist, of the ship, he was placed under the 
orders of the -purser and captain's clerk as an amanuensis. Th 
this capacity lie remained two or three ^ears, approved of and 
treated with unusual respect by the officers, for hisgetitleman-Iike 
appearance and behaviour; but, unfortunately, a theft had been 
committed; a w^U^h, of trifling value, had been purloined from the 
purser's cabin; and, as he was the only person, vnth the exception 
of the servant, whahad free ingress and egress— -suspicion fell upon 
him— the more so as, after every search that could be made had 
proved ineffectual, it was supposed that the purloined property 
had been sent on shore te^ be disposed of by his wife, who, with 
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hh chfld, had Ireqttendy been pnnmtled to vKii faim on board. 

Summoned on li^quarU»Ml6ok--*€ross-exammed, and hardly 
ii^€iTogated--callad a sconndrel by the cs^tain before cwividion, 
— ^tbe proud blood mantled in the cheeks of cme who, at Chat period, 
was incapable of 'Crime. ^The Uash of vktuous indignatioawas 
€(»istrtted into prestimptive eviden6e of gi^. The captain,^a 
$»{)erfici2d, pre^Huing, pompous, yet cowardly careature, wh<»e 
coiiduct assisted in no ^viadl d^ee to excite the nrntmy m board 
of his ov^n ship, — dedftred himself quite convinced of Peters's gufll, 
becaose'beblushedatdiebareideaofbdngsuqpeiTted; andpunish- 
ment ensued, with all the degradation allotted to an offence w^ch 
is never forgive tm board of a man-of-war. 

There^ is, perhaps, novorime Ihat is attended wiUi sudi serious 
oonsequei^^es on board a ship as thd^I A succestion of thefts undis- 
<x^ered will' disintegrate a ship's company, bi'eak up the messes, 
destroy aH ccmfidence and harmony, and occasion those who hare 
been the dearest friends to become the greatest enemies : for wbom 
cm a person snspeel, when he has lost his property, in so coofined 
aspace, but those who were acquainted with its being in his po^ 
session, and with the (dace in wfaic^ it was deposited?^-«md who 
are these bat his own messmates, or chose in whom he most con- 
fidedt Afler posteive ^nwlioii, no pumshment can be too severe . 
fer a crime that produces siidi mischief; but to degrade a man by 
coiporal punislimeiit, to ruin his cbaract^aiKi render him an object 
of aUiorrence and contempt, in the absence of even bare presump- 
tive eyfUeBce, was an act of cruelly and injustice, which could ex- 
cite but (me feeling; and> from that day, the man^ wto would have 
gloried in dying for his country, became a discontented, gloomy, 
^md dang^oiis subjedt. 

^e above infect would have been produced in any man; but to 
raR*s, whose previbcis history we have yet to narrate, death itsdf 
would have bton {referable. His heart (Ud not break, \mi k^vpdiled 
W^ Dontendii^ jiassionS, till k was burst and riven wkh wounds 
tiever to be-cicairized. Bnfiering under the most painful burthen 
that can opfuress a Qian who values reputation, writhing wkh the 
inju^ice of acGQsatinii when innocrat, oF coHvietion wkhout proof, 
and of punishment unmerited,it is not to be wond^edat that Petm 
look the earliest o|^rtci^ty of deserting from the ship« 

There js a particukur feeling pervading animal nature, from which 
man biaBsdf is iK)t exempt. Indeed, wkh all his boasted reason, 
msm stm inherits too many of the propensiti^ of the brute creatioD« 
I refer loiljat disposkion wliich not onlf indines us to feel ssU;i^iao< ^ 
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tioii at findiog we have companioDs in misfortune^ but too often sti-' 
nmbite$ us to increase the numbef by oqr owii exertions. From 
the stupendous elephant, down to the smallest of the feathered tribe, 
all will act as a decoy to their own species, when in captivity themr 
sdves ; and, in all compulsory service, ^hich may be ccmsidered a 
spedes of captivity, man proves tliat he is eihbued with the same 
propensity. Seamen that have been pressed tbemsdves into th^ 
navy, are invariably the most active in pressing others; and both 
solders and sailors have a secret plea^ire in recapturing a deserter, 
even at the very time when they are watching an opportunity to 
desert themselves. • 

The bonds of friendship seem destroyed when this powerful' 
and brutal feeling is called into action ^ and, as has frequ^tly oc- 
curred in the service, before and since, the man who was selected 
by Peters as his most intimate friend, the man with whom he had 
consulted, and to whom he had confided his plans for desertion, 
gave information of the retreat of his wife and child, from whidi 
place Peters was not likely to be very distant; and. thus, vnth 
the assistance of this, his .dearest frieqd, the master-at-arms and 
party in quest of him succeeded in his capture. 
.. It so happened that on the very day on which Pet^^s was brought 
on board and put into iroiB, the purser^s servant was discovered to 
have in his possessicm the watch that had beaoi lost. Thus far the 
diaracter of teeters was reinstated ; and, as he had dedared at the 
time of his capture, that the unjust punishment which he had re- 
<^ived had been the motive of his desertimi, the captain was strongly 
urged by theofficers to overlook an offi^ice which had every thing 

lo be offered in its extenuation. But Captain A was fond of 

<;ourts-martiaI ; he imagined tliat they added to his consequence, 
which certainly.required to be upheld l)y adventitious aid. Mqjk- 
over, the filing too often pervading little minds, that of a di^e 
taken t9 a person because you have injui*ed him, and the preferring 
to accumidate injustice, rather than to ackttowlec^e error, had 
more than due weight with this weidc man. A court-martial was 
held, and Peters was sentenced to death ; but, m omsideration of 
drcumstanees, the sentence was mitigated to timt of being ^'flogged 
round the fleet.''^ • . 

Mitigated! Strange vanity m m^, that they shoukl imagine 
their ovm feelings to be more sansible and acute than ^tjiose of 
others ; thait they Aould consider thai a mt^odon in favouf of the 
prisoner, which, Jiad they been pkced in his^situation, they would 
have declared an acamiula^ of the punishm^t. Noj a captam 
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wbo $at upoE ^t coort^naitiid but w^idd have qpoddm^/ as Pe- 
ters did, tliat death was by for the more lenient sentence of die 
tw^ Yet they meant well—they fdt kindly towards him, ipd ac- 
knowl^ged Jiis provocations ; Imt they ML into the too common 
error of supposing that^the finer feelings, which mduce a man to 
prefer death to dishonomr, are oilly to be recognised among the 
higher classes ; and that, because circumstances may have placed 
a man before the mast, he will undergo punishment, however se- 
vere, however d^ading,— in sh6rt, eVery "ill that flesh is heir 
to," — in preference to death. 

As the reader may not periiaps be acquainted with the nature of 
the puniAment to which Peters was sentenbed, and the ceremonies 
by which it is attended, I shall enter into a short descriptjpn of it. 

A man sentenced* to be flogged round the fleet, receives an. equal 
part of the whole number of lashes awarded alongside each sffip 
eomposing that fleet For instance, if sentenced to three hundred 
lashes, in a fleet composed often sail, he will receive thirty akmg- 
side of tftch ship. 

A launch is fitted up with a platform and shears. It is occupied 
by the unfortunate mdividoal, the provost-martial, the boatswain 
and his mates, with the im{rienieiits of office, and armed marines 
station^at the bow and stem. When the signal is made far punis(h- 
feeht, all the ships ^n the fleet send one or two boats each,' with 
crews clemily dressed, the officers in full uniiprm, and marines 
under amis. Those boats collect at the side of the ship,* where the 
laujich is lying, the hands are turned up, mid the ship's company 
are ordered to mount the rigging, to witness. that portion of the. 
whole punishment which, after the sentence has bem read, is in- 
flicted upon the prisoner. When he has received the a|lotted 
numher of lashes,, he.is; for the time, released* and permitted to 
, Afiown, with a blanket over his Shdulders, while the boats, which 
anend the execiUion of the sentence, make fast to the launclH and 
towjt to die nextship in the fleet, where the same number of lashes 
are inflicted with conresponding ceremonies ; — and thus he is towed 
from one ship to the other until he has received the whole oi his 
punishment. ' ^ 

The severity of this punishmei^t consists not only in the number 
of lashes, but in die peculiar maiiher in which they are inflicted ; 
as, after the unfortunate wretch has received the first part of" his 
sentence alongride of one ship, the blood is allowjii^ to congeal, and 
the wounds par^ally to close, during the interval which takes place 
previously to his arrival alongsMe of the^i^t, wh^n the cat again 
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part of the pfihi&bment, 4lm aiiff«*iiig is f]readfiiL; and a mmi wbO' 
has UQ^ergone ibis sentence is ^ener^y brdken down in coq^ito- 
tion^ if not m, spirUs, for the reinaind^ of his life. 

Such was the punishment inflicted upon the unfortonate Peters ; 
and it would be difficult to decide, at the moment wten it was ^ 
completed, and the blanket thrown over his shoulders, whether the 
heart or the back of the fainting man were the more lacerated of 
the two. 

Time can heal the wounds of the body over wfaidi it holds- k& 
wnpire ; but tibose of the soul, likette soul itself, spimi his transi- 
tory sway. 

Peters, from that momi^t, was a desp^*^ man. A short time 
after he had undergohe his septen«)e> the news of the mutiny at 
i^ithead was communicated; and the VacBlation and apprehaisions 
of the Aidmiralty, and of the nation at large, were not to be oott^ 
ceded* This mutiny w|is apparaody qudled by conciliation ; . but 
conciliation is but a half-measure, and ineffectual when offered 
ff om superiors to inferiors* 

In tbk world, I know not why, there seams to be butane seal 
binding in all oontracts of magnitude-rand ibat seal i& biood. With- 
out refwring to the Jewish types^ {H'odaiming that ^^ all thmgs w^^ 
pp^jfled by blood, and without shedding of blood there was no m- 
mis8ion,"^^without referring to that sublime mystery by which 
these types have'been fulfilled, — it appears as if, in all ages £uid aJi 
countries, blood hdd been the only sesd of security. . 

Examine the records of hijStCH'y, the revolution of opinion, the 
public tumults, the warfare for religious ascaidaney,-^it will be 
found that, without this seaW these were only lulled for the moment^ 
and invariably recommteoped until blood ha4 made its appearance 
as wtness to " the act said deed." m 
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, ^ CHAPTER II. 

'^Tfats is a iong description, but applies 
To scaice $Te iniinitet past befMre ttie eyes ; 
* Bui yet what tmmitea I Moments like to lliese 
" '• Rend mep's lives into Immortalities." 

^ ^ . BvaoN.- ' 

Th£ mutiny at Spkhead was soon £cdlowed up by tlAt at the 
Itore ; and the ringleader, Parkar, Uke a meteor darting through 
the firmament, sprung from notbmg, <K>rruscated, dazzled^ and dis- 

' appeared. Th^Teiid fleel^ joined, ^xc^ a few ships, which the 
courage and conduct of tt|e gaiiao^ oki Admird Duncan preserved 

^rom the contagion. Let me here digress a litde, to introduce to 
iny readers the ispeech made by this ofiScer to the ship's company 
on the &nst symptoms <>f disaffection. It is suf^sed that sailors* 
»e not eloquent. I assert that, with the exception of the North 
American Indians, who have, to perfectfen, the art (tf saying muc^ 
in few words, there as^ few peo^rfe more eloquent than jailors. 
The general' object looked for, in this worid, is to obtain the 
greatest posdbie effect with the gaudiest power : if so, the 
more simjde the lahguage, the more matter is condensed, the 
nearer we approach to -p^fecl^. Flourishes and flowers of riie- 
toric may be compared to extra wheels apjdied to a carriage, in- 
creaangthe rattling amlcomptexity of the machine, without adding 
10 dth^ the strength of its fabric or the ra^Mdity of its course. 
4Ff t was on the 6th of June that the fleet at the Ifore was joined by 
the Agamemnon, Leopard, Ardent,* and other diip^, which had 
separated from Admiral Duncan's fleet. When the admiral found 
himself deserted by part of his own fleet, he oalled hi^ own ship's ' 
Grew together, and addressed them in the fWlowing speech :— •. 

^* My lads! I once more call you together with a sorrowful 

heart, owing to what I have lately seen, the disaffection of the 

fleets; I call it disaffection, for the crews have no grievances. To 

be deserted by my fleet, in the face of the enemy, is a disgrace 

^ whidi, I believe, nev^ before hai4)ened to a ]|^tish admiral; nor 

J^ ooiild I have supposed it posoM^. My gijeatest comfort under God 
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i$» dM I have be^n supported by thecrfBce;^ seiOMB, aad i _ 
(tf this ship, fo^ which, with a he^rt oveiwirui^ with gratitude, I 
request you to aeoept kny sincere thanks. 1 Batter mysdf much 
good may r^t froin your example, by bringing Aose deluded 
people to a sense of the duty which tl)ey owe, not only to thdr 
King and eountry, but to theinsdves. 

. ** The British Navy has ever been thie ^ppor^of that liberty 
which has been handed down to us by oyr ancestors, and which I 
trust we shall maintain to the latest posterity— and that can only be 
done by unanimity and obediepeel This ship's company, and 
others, who have distinguished themselves by loyalty ami good or- 
der, deserve to be, and doubtless vfill tfe, the favourites of a grate- 
ful natidh. They will also have, fnwi their inward feelings, a com- 
fort which vrill be lasting, and not like the flpating and false oon- 
fidence of those who have swerved ftom their duty. 
. ^^ It Iia» often been my pride with you to look imo the Texel,' 
and see a foe which dreaded cpming out to meet us. Hy pride is 
now humbled indeed! Our cup* has overflovm, and made us vi^ai^ 
ton — the Allwise Providence has givan us this check as a warning, 
and I hope we shall improve by it. On him then 1^ us trust where 
our only $ecurity is to be found. I find there are many good men 
am(mg us ; for my own part, I have had full confidence of all in 
this jship ; and once more I beg to express my approbation of your 
conduct. J ' ;*^ 

''MayGod, who has thus 6ur ecmducted you^ continue to do so ; 
and may the British Mayy, the glory and support of our coumry, 
be restored to its wonted splendour, and be not (»dy the bulwark 
of Britain, but the terror of the world ! 

/' But this can only be eflfected by a strict adh^*aice to our duty 
and obedience ; and let us pray that the Almi^ty God may keep 
us in the right way of thinl^dg. > 

** God bless you all." • 

At an address so unassuming, and so calculated, from its sim- 
plipity and truth, to touch the human heart, the whole ship's crew 
were melted into tears, and .declared their resolution to adhere to 
their admiral in life or death. Had all the ships in the fleet been 
commanded by sudr men as Adpiiral Duncan, the mutiny at SfiP- 
head would not have been succeed^ Jby that at the Nore; but the 
seamen had no confidence, either in theit*' officers, or in thq^ who 
presided at the Boardof Admiralty ; and distru^ of thar promises, 
which were considered to be given merely to gain time, was the 
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occaMOft of Ae de&soA mid more alamAis rdbeKon of the two. 

Tbe irrimed nund of Peters was stimulated to jom the disiffed^d^ 
parties. His pride, his superior educatiou, and the ackBowledg-* 
ment ammig his diipmates that he was an injni;^ jnan, all ccHtspred 
fa place him in the dangejcous »tuation of ringleader on board of 
his own ship, thle cr«w of wlueh, although it had not actudly joined 
in the mutiny, now showed open signs of discontent. 

But the nune was sooii exploded by the behavioui^ of the captain. 
Alarmed at the mutinous condition of the other ^hips which were -^ 
^anduM^ near to him, and the symptoms of dissatisfaction in his 
own, he proceeded to an act of unjiistifi$d)le severity, evidently 
• impelled by fe^, and not by resolution. He ordered several of tl^ 
petty officers and leading men of the ship to be'thrown into irons, 
:becau3e they were seen to be earnestly talking together on the 
fiH*eeastle, and, recollecting that his ccmduct towards Peters had 
be^ such as to v^rarrant disaffection, he added him to thetHimber. 
The effea. of this injudicious step w^s inunediate. The men came 
aft in a body on die guarterndeck,* and requested to know the 
grounds upon^which Peters and the other men had been placed in 
confinement ; and, perceiving alarm in the countenance of the cap* 
tain, notwithstanding th^ resolute bearing of the officers, they in- 
sisted upon the inunediate release of their shipoiates. Thus th(3 
fir^ overt act of mutiny viras brought on by the misconduct of die 
captain. * 

]|^ offic^^ expostulated and-threatened in vai|i. Thi%e cheers 
were caHed for by a voicein the crowd, and three cheers were im- 
mediately given. The marines, who still remained true to then* 
all^panoe, had been ordered under arms ; the first \lieutenant cf 
the ^p — for tbe captain, trembling and confused*, Mood a mere 
cypjier—gave the order for tbe ship's cc^pany to go down below, 
iMreatening to fire upoii th^m if the otKfer were not instantaneoi^sly 
obeyed. The captun of marines brought his men to the *^ make 
ready,'' and they wtN*e about to preset, when the first lieutenant 
v^ved his hand to stop the decided measure, until he had first ascer^ 
• tainedliow far the mutiny viras general. He stepped a few paces 
forw^ux), and requested that every '' Uue jacket" who was mclined 
to remaiii faithful to his King and country, would Walk over from 
that side of the quarterKieck upon which the ship's company were 
assembled, to the one which was occupied by the offic^^ and 
mannas. 

A pause and sihaide ensued— when, alter some pushing and 
fjbovnng through the crowd, Wifliam Adams, sm i^rly quarter- 
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mmtWy imde toftppw^uaoe inihe^i^^, Md poMbd over to tiod 
side wbere the o£Bca^ stood, while the hisses of 'the rest of the 
^ip's company expressed tlie disapprQbati(Hi of his conduct. The 
old man had ji»t ps^fk^ the other side (^ thedeck, whai, turning 
round like a lion at bay, with one foot oj^ the commgs of tl^ hatdi- 
way, and bis arm raised in the air, tocbmnrntd attention^ he ^ 
dressed them in these few. words : — 

♦ " My lads, I have fought for my King five and ibHrty years, and 
* baive been too long in bis service to turn a rdbel in my old age." 

Would it be credited that, stiteiv the mutiny had been cpdfed, 
' BO representation of this conduct wisus nulde to govarmnent by his 
captain ? Yet such was the case, and sudi vms the gratitude of . 
Captain A — -r- / • ' - 

The- exam{rfe Ae#n by Adams vras not followed :— the dnp's 
crew again dieer^d, ai]id ran down the hatchways, leaving the 
ofEk^ers and marines on declf. Ihey first cKsarmed^e sentry under 
the half deck, and* rdeased^ the i^isoners, and then went forward 
-to ccMosult upon further operaticms. 

/ They were not long in deciding. A boats\^rain's mate, who was 
.(N^of the rii^teadi^s, piped, '^ Stand by hammocks !" Themai 
ran on deck^ eacb sizing a hammode, apd jumping with it down 
below on the main dedt. The <dHecl; of this manoeuvre not beii^ 
'Qompr^aMled, they* were sufl^ed to exeante it without interfup- 
tion^^ In a, few minutes they sent up the marine, whom they had 
disanned when sentry over the prisoners, to state that ttey w|^ed 
U> speak with the capl^n and officers, who, after some discussion, 
agreed ^t they would descaid and hear the proposals whiph the 
ship's c(»npany should make. 'Indeed, even with the aid of the 
marines, m^my of whom .were wavering, resistance would now 
have been nseless, and could only have cOs^t them their lives ; for 
they w^e surrounded by other ships who had hoisted the fiag of 
insubordination, ^d* whose guns were trained ready to podr in a 
4estr4dtive fire on the least sign of an attempt to purchase thor 
anchor. To the main dedk they ecmsequaidy repaired. 

The scene which here presaited itself was ias striking as it v^as* 
novel. The after pari of the main deck was occupied by the cap- 
tain and office's, who h^.c(^me down with the few marines who 
still continued stedfost to their duty, and one sailor only, Adams, 
who had so nobly stated his determination 5n the quai^ter-deck. 
The foremost part of the dedi was tenanted by a noisy and tumid- 
tuous throi^ of s^ame^, whose heitd^ only ^iqpeared above a bar- 
ricade of hamoKK^s^ whiii^lhey had formed acro^ the dedi, and 
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pm (^ lAi^ at two emimmf^ admu^y eoBslrmsted, •iwo loa^ . 
tw^ty-fow pouBdc^y loaded up to tli& muzzle wkb grape ^nd 
csmisl^ shot, were pointed aft in the Erection whi^re the officers 
and marines were standiig*-a ijjan j(t the breech of each gun, with , 
a match in hi$ hdnd». (which he occa»o&aUy blew, that th^ priming 
powder wi^ be more rapidly jgnited)> stood ready for the sigmd 
to fire. . 

The captain, ag^st at the sight, would haVe retreated, but the , 
ofificers, formed of sterner mat^ials, pd^uaded him to stay, $d- " 
though he shewed such evident signs of fear and p^rturi^ation, ais 
aari^yusly to iiqure a cause, in wl^U resolution and presence of 
imndal^ could avail. The miitineers, at tt»B si^pgpe^on of Peters, 
had already seig aft their preliminary proposals, which were that 
theoffioers and marines AouU surrender up tfa^ arms, and con- 
ttd^ themsdves under an arrest, — intimating, at 4hesam^time, . 
%atthe first step in advsHiee made by any onex)f then* party woidd 
be the ^gnaKor applying the match to the toudihSfes of the guns. . 

There was a pause and dead sSence si& if itii^ere a cahift, although 
every passion was roused dnd on the alert, every bos<mi D^ved 
timultuously, and everypulse was trebled in its action. The same 
feeling which so powerfully affects the tnranf schoolboy,— who, 
aware of his off^ice, and dreading the punishm6tit in.pe'rspectiye, 
can scarce' anjoy theraptore olF momentary emancipaliDn, — acted 
upon the mutineers, in an increased ratio, proportioned toXhe mag- 
nitude of their fisake. Some hearts beat WitA^ remeipbrance of 
injuries and hopes t)f vengeance and retaliation; others with ambi- 
ticm, long donnant, bursting from its iconeealed recess ; ^d many 
werd actuated by that restlessness which induced than to consider 
any chftge to be pr!efer£d>le to the nionotony of extstaoce in com- 
pulsory serviuide: 

Among jthe officers, some were (^pressed with anxious fore- 
bodmgs of evil,-^tfaose peculiar smisatiom which, when death ap* 
proac}ies neariy to the outward sehses, alarm the heart ; others 
expcarienced no feeling but that of manly fortitude smd determiaa- ' 
tion to die, if necessary, like men; in others, alas!— in which 
party, small as it was, the captain, was pre-eminait— fear and tre- 
pidation amounted abnost to the loss of reas^. 

Such was the state oS the main-deck of the ship, at the moment 
in which we are now describing it to the reader. 

And yet, in the very castre of all this tumult, there was one wfao;^ 
although indifferent to the scene arounri him, felt interested wiAout. 
being anxious, astonished without being aldrmed« Between the . 
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cy)ni@Ddpg »Bd dhUted pieties, stdoda4jl^boy, about riKyem - 
old. . He was the pepfection of childish jb^uty ; cheAnu^ hair 
waved in curis^ on his forehead, health glow^ in his rosy cbedLS, 
dimples sported over his feqe ai^he altA^ed the exporession of his 
^oimtenance, aiid his Iar{;elfeark eyes flashed mth intelligence and 
animation. He was dressed in mimic imitation of a man-of-warV 
man,— loose trousers, tightened at the hips, to preclude the neces- 
sity of suspenders,— and a white duck frock, vrilh long sleeves and 
blue collar,— while a knife, attached to a lanyard, was suspended 
round his heck : a light and narrow-brimmecf straw hat on his head, 
completed his attire. At times he looked aft at the officers and 
marines ; at ^others he turned his ey^ forward to the hammers 
behind which the ship's company M^re assembled^ The sight was 
< new to him, but hi was already accustomed to reflect nmch, .and to 
ask fi^ questions. Go to the officers he did not, for the presence 
of th^ captain restrained him. Go ^ this ship's company he coula 
not, for the bsftricade of hammocks prevented hiil. There he ' 
stood, in wonderment, but not in fear. 

Tdire wa)s something beautiful and affecting in the sitnaticm of 
the boy ; cahn, wfien all around him was ^xious tumult ; thougl^ 
less, when the brains* of others were oppressed with the accumu- 
lation ojT ideas ; contented, where all was disccmtent ; peacefd, 
where each parly that he^ stood between was thirsting for each 
other's blood :-— there he stood, the only lutppy, the only innocent 
mfj amongst hi^idredis swayed by jarring interests and cont^ding 



And yet he was in keeping, although insuch strong contrast, 
with the rest of the picture ; for where is the instance of the hf^an 
mind Joeing so .thorougUy depraved, as not to have one good 
feeling left ? Nothing exists so baseband vile, as not to have one 
redeeming quality. There is ik) poison without some antidote — 
no precipice, however barren, without spme trace of verdure— no 
desert, however vast, without some spring to refresh the parqhed 
tr^vefler, some Oasis, some green spot, which, from its situation, 
in comparison with surroundbg objects, appears ahnost heavenly ; 
—and thus did the boy look afanost angelic, standing as he did 
between the angrj e^aspersfted parties on the main-deck of the 
disorganised ship. . . ' • 

After some litde time,* he walked forward, and leant against one 
of the twenty-four pounders that was pointed out of the embrasure, 
the muzzle. of which was oita level with, and intercepted by, liis 
little head. . . , 
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• * * . 

.A^ams, the quartef-nrnstefy observmg the dangerous situaii(ni 
of die chMj step|M forward. This was against the stipulations 
teSM dbwn by the mutineers^ and P^t^seried out .to him — ** Heave- 
to, . Ad|mis» or we fire !**. J^xm w^ved hishand far expostulation, 
^aad continued to* advance. ^' Keep back/' again cried Peters, 
" Of by , we fire !** 

*^Not upon one old man, Peters, aiMl he unarmed/', refilled 
Adams ; ^^ I'm ppt worth so^ much powder and shot/' The man 
at the gQn blew his match. ** For God'sisake, for your own sake, 
as y6u value yotir happiness and peace of .mind, do not, fire, 
Peters P cried Mtams, with energy, ** or you will never forgive 
yourself." ^ » . • ' m 

^^Hol^ fast the match,"* saidPeCeirs, ^'we qeed not fear one 
man ;" and as he said this, Adams had come up to the muzzle ol 
the gun, and seized the boy, whom he snatched up in his arms. 

"I only came forward, Peters, to sav^ your own boy, whose 
head would have been blown lo atoms if you had chanced to have 
fired thegiin^" said Adams, tmrning short round, and walking^aft 
witfi theboyin*hff arms. » 

. " God m Heaven bless you, Adkms^" qried Peters, with a fal- 
terii^ voice, -and casting a look of fond affection at' the child. l%e 
heart of the mutineer was at that moment softened by parental 
feelings, and he blew the priming off the touchhole of the gun, lest 
an acddehtal spark'shouU risk the life of his child^ who was now 
aft with the officers and their party. 

Reader, this Bttle boy will be the haro of our uAe. 



CHAPTER III. 

'*Roin^ di8dj[)liiieid(me proclaims (heir cause, 

And injured navies urge tl^ir brokbi laws. 

Pnmie we in his track the mutineer.** / ^ 

BV»ON. * 

Man,' likeidl other smimals of a gregarious nature, is mor6 in- 
toned to follow than to lead. Ther6 are 'f€£w who are endued' 
with that impetus of soul wrhiclb prompts them to stand foremost as 
leadm in the i^naing of the breach, whether it beof afortre^ of 
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sKme, or4lie mqpe d^mgei^om oee of pnbfe opintoti, when foiliire ^ 
in the one case may prec^tate them V)n the sworil, and in the 
o^er consign them to thg scaffold. ' • • 

In this mutiny th^e urer^ but few qf tte pare class refei:red t» 
abovtt :— m the ship whose i]»)vements we have beea describing, 
not one, perhaps, except Peters. -There were many boisterous, 
many threatening, bat no one, exoept faiBi, who was equal to the 
OGMunand, or to whom the <^mmand could have beai confided. He 
wasv on board of ^ ownship^ the very life and soul of the mndny. 
At the moment described at the end of l)ie first chapter, 9M ih» 
better fediags (^ hi& stitt vhrtuons heart were in ^Nion ; and, by a 
captain possessing resolution and a knowledge of human nature, 
the mntiny nug^f'havd been suppressed; but Caf^in A., who 
percfeived the anxiety of Peters^ thought the chMd a prize of ho 
small vahie, and as Adanus brought htm aft, snatdied the boy frobi 
Ins arms,, and desired two of the psuty bt marihes to tura their 
loaded musl^ts at his ypung beart^-^thns intimating to the muli- 
neers that he would ^ot the child at die' first sign of hoslifity on 
their part. • ' "* * ; • 

The two malfiifes who h2|d received this order, looked at each 
other in «lence, and did not obey. It was repeal by the captain, 
who iconsidered that he had fait upon a master*piece of diplomacy. 
The officers expo^tuk^^ed; the officer commanding the party of 
marines turned 'away in disgust; but in vain: tM brutal order 
was reiterated with 'threats. The whc^ party of maiws now 
murmured, and ccmsulled together m a low tone. 

Wflly Peters ^as the idol and plaything of the whple crerw. He 
ha^l always befen accustomed ^o renjainon board with his father, 
and there was not a man in the ship Whb would not have risked his 
life to hav^ savM that of the child. Th^ effect of this impolitic and 
. cruel order was decisive. The marmes,' with the sergeant at their 
head, and*littl0 WiUy placed in security in the cfenire, their bay- 
onets directed on the defensive, towards the captain and oflBcers, 
retreated to the mutineers, whom" they joined with three cheers, 
as the child was Ufted over the barricade of himimocks, and re- 
ceived into his father's arms. 

" We must not submit to their terms. Sir," said the first-lieu- 
tenant. • 

^' Any tffl*iBS^ any terms,'' an^fflredtiii& terrified captc^ : ^' tell 
Ihem s6, for God's sake, or they will fire. Adams, gp forwaid, 
and t^Hth^n we submit." ' • ^ 

TJ»s order was, however, noMcessaryt for the mutineers, ai^re 
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<rfilieiiiiptt»ii^y^aityfonli^f«Mtdiiee, had dn>o\m down tlie 
barricade ^c()F hammocks, and, with Peters at their head, %ere 
comh^aft. 

. ^* ¥pu,cxMisent; gentlem^, to'coi^der yourselves under an 
arrest ?" inquired Peters of the first-Heul^aant and (^fic^ rs, with- 
out paying any atteaition to the eaptain. r * 

" We do, we do,'' cried Captain A. ** I hope you will not stain 
your bands with blood, Mr, Peters, I meant the child no harm." 

^^If you had murdered him, Captain A., you cbuld not hare 
injured him «o muoh a$ yoa have injured m^ father," r^orted 

• Petei^ ; "brt fear nc^ for yx>wr Mfe, Sir ; that is safe : and you 
will meet, all the req[»edr 'and attention to your; wants that' circam- 
stances will permit. We war notwjNhimiVidiials." 

It was a proud moment for Peters to see this man cringing before 
bim, :md recmving with thanks the promise of his life from one* 
whom lie had socru^^y treated. There was a glorious revenge 
init, the-fufi force of which oould only be felt by t^e granting, not 
the receiving party : tot h oouM only be aiq(»*eciated by one who 
posses^ those fine and honourable feelings, of which Captain A. 
was wholly destitute. 

If the reader .will consuh the^vanotts records of the.tknes xs^tmh 
we are now descrS^ing, he vnll feid ttot every req)ect was person- 
aiy paSA to the ofBceirs, ah^oagh they were deprived of thhlv arms. 

* 8dm^ of die mo9t^<^o%ious were sent oh shore, and the intern* 
perate conduct of oAeri produced effects for which 4hey had only 
to thank themselves ; but, oh the whole, the remark made by 
Peters was strietty correct : ** They w^red not with individuds'*: 
--they demanded justice from gn u.i]^[rateful country. 

It is tnie that the demands m this mutiny were not so reasonable 
as^in the {Hreoeding ; but where is the man who can confine hfanself 
to the exa^ balance ff juistice when his own fe^ngs are unwittingly 
thrown into the scaf e ? ' 

As I b^re stated, it h not my intention to' follpw up the details 
of this national cfisgrace^ but merdy to confine myself to that part 
wUdi is coas^oted with die present history. Peters, as dogate 
from his ship, met the others,*who were daily assembled, by Pi- 
kers i^recti^AS, €91 board of the Queen Chmiotte, and took a lad- 
ing asd decided part ^ the arrangements of the disaffected fleet * 

Bnl Parker, the ringlea^r, ^dthough a man of talent, was pot 
eq«d to die ta^ he tad undertaken. He lost sight of several un- 
portaM features,^ necessary to insure success in all civil commo- 
tioBft ; ^uch as rapicBty and/ledsioB of action, constant ent[doymeat 
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being 'founds aadoondQual emtement beiiig'kept (ip, iHiioBgst his 
ftdlowers, te afford no time for r^ectiofa. T&ose who s^e nnd^ ^ 
an established government, ktow exacdy thdr present we^t in ' 
the scale of worldly rank, and. the extern of their future, expects^- 
tions ; tt^ey have afxsimtomed themselves to boun^ their ambition 
aecordingly: and feeling conscious that passive dJedience ii thesure^ 
road to advffise^nent, are led qmetly, here or there, to be,slaugh- 
tered at the will and caprice of thdr superiors. Bufthele^ierc^Uie 
disalff^cted against an estat^hed government has a diffik^nlt task. 
He bas nothing tolKfifer to his follow^ but< promises. There i& 
nothbig on hand— aU is expectation. . If allowed time for re£teo» 
tion, they soon perceive that they are acting atf bumble part in a 
dangerous game ; and that, even though it be att^ded with suc- 
cess, in aU i»*obability they vrill recdve no share of the advai^es, 
although certain of incurring a large proportion oftjoLe risk. The 
leiKler of a connected force of theiibove description rises to a dan- 
gerous height \^hen borne up by the Excitement of the time ; lyit 
let it once be permitted to siibdde, and, like the aeronaut in his 
balloon from which the gas escapes while it is soaring in the clouds, 
he is precipitated from hi^^fty $taii6n, and gravitates to hi^ own 
destruction. ^ . . . , * « 

He must be a wonderful man who can collect ^ the resources of 
a populaf commotion, and bring it to a successful issue. The rea- 
son is obvious—every thing depends upQn the pleader alone. ' His * 
followers are but aos the stones composing the an;h of the bridge by 
which the gulf is to be crossed bet)^een4;hem and their nooiy^ 
.suppers'; he is the key-stone^ upon which the whole depends,,;^- 
if completely fittecf, reiidering the. arch durable and capable of 
. bearing any pressure ; but if .too small in dim^isions, or imperfect 
in conformation, rendmng the whole labour futile, and occaaoning 
all the M)rie previously raised to be precipitated by its ovm weight, 
and dispersed in ruin and confusion. * 

Tfiis latter wai; the' fate of the Mutiny at the Nore. The insur- 
rection was qudled, and the ringleaders were doomed to undergo 
the utmost penalty of martial law. Among the rest, Peters was 
sSntended to death. 

In the foremost part of the main-deck of a line of battle stop^ in 
|t,^a square room, strongly bulkheaded, and receiving light from one 
of. the ports; as firmly secured with an iron grating,— with no othep 
furniture than a long wooden form-^his legs in- shackles, tban^ran 
upon a beavy iron bar lying on the deck, — sat tl^ unfortunate pri- 
soner, 'in^x)mpany with three other ind^yidudSr4ns wifo» his diild. 
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ud old Adams, itae qtiiff{^Miuisl»r. Peldf^ was seated on the 
4ecki suppor^ng himselF by leaning againist tbe bulkhead. His 
wife was lying beside him» with her face hidden in his lap. Adams 
occupied the form^ and the child stood betwe^ his knees. All 
weresilenty and tjie eyestof the three were directed towards one 
of the sad company, who appeared mpre wretched and disconsc^Ce 
than the rest.^ . r - 

** My dear, dear Ellen,!" said Peters, 'mournfully, as a fresh 
burst of grief convulsed her attenuate frame. 

^* Why, theuj refu^ my solicitations, Edward? If not for your- 
sdf, list^ to me for the sake of your wife and child. Irritated as 
your father. stSl may be, his dormant affection will be awakened, 
whenJie is acquainted w^h the dreadful ^tuation of his only son; 
nay, his family pride will never permit that you should perish by 
so ignominious a death ; and your assumed name will enable him, 
without blushing, to exert his interest, and obtain your reprieve.''. 

*^ Do not put me to tijie {^ of .again refusing you, my dearest 
Ellen. I desire to die,* and my fate must be a warning to others. 
Whep 1 reflect what dreadful consequences might have ensued to 
the country from our rebellious proceedings, I am thankful, truly 
thankful, to God, that we did ]|ot;succ€Hed^ I kiiow what you 
would urge—my wrongs, my undeserved stripes. I, too, would 
urge them ; and when my conscience has pressed me hard, have 
urged 1;tiem in paUiadon; but I feel that it is only in palliation,. not 
in justification, that they can be brought* forward. ^ fheyarent* 
more in ''comparison with my criime than the happiness of one in- 
dividual is to that of the nation which I assisted to endanger, be^ 
cause one constituting part of it had, unauthorized, oppressed 
me. No, no, Ellen, I should no]; be happy if I were not to atone 
for my faults ; and this wretched life is tte only atonement I can 
offer. But for you, and that poor child, my dearest and kindest, 
I should go to the scaffold rejoicing ; but the thoughts--0 God, 
str^gthen and support me!'' cried the unhaj^y man, hiding his 
face in his hands. < 

"Fear not for me, Edward. I feel here," said Ellen, laying her 
hand cm her heart, "a conviction |hat we shall soon meet ^[ain. 
I vrill urge you no more, love. But the boy—the boy — Oh Ed- 
ward, what will become of that dear boy, when we are both gone? " 

"Please God to spare my life, he'll never want a father," said 
old Adaauk .as the tears found a devious passage down the furrows 
of his weather-beatefi^face. 

" What will become of Mm?" cried Peters witll energy. "Why, 

2 
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he 8haU retiree ti» £sth6r% faulty umi^ <m. the ftoim m M^ ttfibi^r's 
character. He shMl prove as liege a subject ak I teve been* a re^ 
belliotis one. He sbaH as £suthf^ly serve his ccpuatry as 1 h^npe 
shamefelly deserted it. He shall be as honest as I have been fsdse ; 
'^nd oh, may he be asprosperous as I "have beeai nybrtunate— ^as 
tiappy as I bave^bee . mi^radite. CkAne hither, boy. * By ^e fond 
hopes I entertain of pardon and peace above— by t^p Almig|hty^ in 
\rhose presence I naust shortly Itremble, .i here devote thee to thy 
counti*y— serve her bravely aid iaiChhilly. Tell me, Willy, do yon 
•imderstand me, and willyoupromise roe this?" 

The boy laid his head upon his lather's shoulder, and aiswered 
•in a lowtone— ^'^Imll;" .and then, after 'a short pause, added, 
** But what are they ^^ng to do with you, fother ?" . , " 

"I am going to die for my co,untry'^ good, my cMd. If God 

wills it, may you do the same, but in a more honourable manner." 

, The boy seemed lost, in thought, xmd, after a short ikne, quitted 

his father's sicte, and Sat down on the deck by bis mother, without 

speaking. • . 

Adams rose, and tadung him up, said, '' Mayhap you have that 
to talk of which \|fants no lisleners. I will.take Willy vnth me, 'ted 
give him a little air before I put him in his hammock. It's but a 
close hole, this. <jk)od night to you both, though I'm afeaid that's 
buta wish." . * -v 

But a vdA indeed, — and it was the last that .was ever to dose 
tipcm the ulibappy Peters.* The next morning was ai4)omted iar 
his execution. Th^re are scenes of such consummate misery, that 
they cannot be portrayed ti^ithout harrowing up the feelings of the 
reader, — and of these the dimax may be found in a fcmd wife, lying 
lat the feet of her husband during the last twelve hours of his naor- 
tal carecfr. We must draw the curtain. 

And now, reader, the title of -this work, which may have puzzled 
you, will be exjrfained ; for, intelligible as it maybe to our profes- 
i^iott, it may be a mystery to those who are not in Us M^jesty's ser- 
vice. The broad-headed arrow was a mark assidned at the time 
of the Edwards (when it was considered the most poweif ul>jveaipon 
of attack), as distinguishing the property of the King; and Uiis 
mark has been continu^ down to the. present day. Every article 
supplied to his Majesty's service from the arsenals and dock-yapds 
is thiddy studded with this mark ; and to be found in posses- 
sion of any property so marked, is a capital offeree, ^ it jde^ 
«ates that property to be the King's own. 

When Adams loft the condemned (*U with Willy, he thought 
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Mj)aQ ^)#tf J^ (K^sodi, ^ a^.l^et^rs |^atl-4ev^4^ die |)by <o his 
^g find ooiMAtry, M^^t ap iiresMSrfe desired m^rk tiiai. The 

saOor's arm ooyered with fiinblems fr(^ the d^ou^ to ibe'wrist; 
his own initi;4s» that ^ bis sweetheart, the crucifix, I^prtime, and 
mermaids |>eing Jiuddled together, as if mythology and scripture 
were one and the same thing. -Adams was nbt long in -deciding, 
and telling our little hero that his father wished it— he easily per- 
suaded him^ undergo the pain of the operatiog, which was per- 
formed on the forecastle, by pricking .the shape of the figure re- 
quired with die points of needles, and rubbing the bleeding parts 
with wetgunpowder 8nd ink. By these simple means the form of 
ab^pad-headed arcow, or the King s mark, was, in the course /)f 
an hour, inddibly engrayed upon the left shoulder of little Willy, 
who was then cojisigned to his hammock. 



#. . OHAPTERIV. 

'^Tli^lbrife was'o'^r, the vanquished had their dooth $ 
The ijutine^rs i^er^ 0nuh6d.> lOisipQised, of ta'en, 
Or lived to deem the happiest were the slatn." 

•. ' Bthon. 

The day broke serenely^but brigfitly, and poured in a stream of 
li^t Uirough the iron^ting of the cdl w)iere Peters and his wife 
lay etasp^ in eaeh other!s arnois, not asleep, buttorpid, and worn ' 
out with extreme suffering. Peters was the first tq br^k the si- 
lence, aid gently moved Ellen, as he called her by her name. «She 
had not for some time Ufted up her head, which was buried in his 
bosom ; and she was not aware that the darkness had been dis- 
puted. She raised her head at his,summons, and .as the dazzling 
light 'bui*st upon her sunken eyes, S0 did the recollection that this 
was thie fatal •fbming flash upcMfi^ her memory. 

Wft^ a "dwiek, she -again buried her face in the bosom of her 
husband. ' ' EUeh, as •ytm love me," said Peters, " do not distress 
tf^ isK' my laft bojsr. I have .yet much to do b^ore I die, and 
fiqp£pe yfmr ae^tance ai^ support. Rise, my. loye, and let m^ 
wrke to my father ; I nu^t notn^^laet the inta*est of our child." 
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She rose tremblingiy, and, taming back ftx)m her fece her 
beautiful hair, M^hich had been for $o many* days neglected,, and 
was now moistened with Ber tears, reached the materials required 
by her husband, who, drawing tow^ds him iie wooden form to 
serve him as a taUe, wrote the following letter, white his wife sat 
by lum with a countenance of idiotic apathy and despair :-^ 
* '' * • . 

"Dear Father, . 

• " Yes, still dear fether,— fiefore you cast your eyes upon these 
charact^s you will be childless. — Your etdist boy perished nobly 
in the field of honour : ypur youngest, and last, will this morning' 
]neetanignominious,butde$€/rveddeath on the scaffold. Thus will 
you be childless; but if your son does meet the fate of a traitor, 
stiU the secret is confined to you alone, and none will imagine that 
the unhappy Peters, ringleader of a mutinous ship, was the scion of 
a race who have so long presjBrved an unbliemished name. Fain would 
I have spared you this ^hock to your .feelings, and haye allowed you 

• to remain in ignorance of my disgrace ; but I «h^ve an act of duty to 
perform to you and to my child— towards you, that your estates may 
not be claimed, and pass away to distant and collMeral br^qy^hes ; — 
towards my child, that he may eventually' reclaim his righfs. , Fa- 
ther, I forgive you, I might say— but no— let all n(fw be buried in 
oblivion ; atkd, as you peruse these lines, and thmk on my unhappy 
fate, shed a tear in memory of the o^ce happy child you fondled on 
your knee, and say to youir heart, * I forgive him.' 

** I have dedicated my boy to his king and* country. If you 
forgive me, and mean to protect your grandchild, do not change 
the .career in life marked out for him :-r-it is a solemn compact 
nd me ; and you must fulfil this last earnest 
nan, as you hope for future pardon and bliss, 
mother sits by me; I would entreat you to 
ss towards her, but I fear she will soon requirj 
ill, soothe her last moments with a promise to 
and may God bless you for your kindness, 
^ ^ Your affectionate sonp 

EnWARD." 

Peters had scarcely finished this letter when Adams, "mth the 

•boy in his arms, wasadmitted. " Ijcome for finahorders, Peters, 

and to tell you what I did last night to this boy. He is real stuff, 
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—never winced. .Yousftid he was to b^ tlie IdHig^^, and I thought 
you wcmld like that he should bemarked^as such. There is no 
mistaking this mark» Peters/' continued Adams, baring the boy's 
' dionlder, and shewing the impression of the broad-headed arrow, 
which neW'aj^pe^ed angry and inflamed, as it ^alws^s h for some • 
days after the operation. *' I did not mention that I was going to . 
do it, because Ellen then npg^t not have Uked it: but I. hope 
you do." » . • 

''Many, many thanks^" answered Peters;* and, opening his 
letter, which was folded ))ut not seslled, he, added a postcript, 
pointing|tut the mark' by which the boy would be identified. 
" You could not have done me a greater ^vour, Adams ; .and now 
you must promise me one more, which is to look after my poor 
EBeri, when—" ♦ 

''I understand, my good follow, and -I will,'' replied Adams. 
" There is the chaplain outside, who is all ready for service if you * 
would like to see him," contmuedthe old man, pas^g his hands 
over his humid eyes. . - 

'' Ask him to'come i% Adams ; he is a good* man, and an honour 
to his profession. I shall be glad to see him." 

Adams went to the door, 'and soon returned with the chaplain. 
He sahited Peters, who respectfully boyed to him, and said : ^' I 
have long made my peace vnth God and man, Sir, and am as, wdl 
prepared to die, as sinful mortal can be^ — ^in faith and charity with 
all men. Many thanks to jou, Sir, for your kindness; but. 
Sir, you may be of use here yet.' Can you" — and his voice fet- 
tered,—'* can you, Sir, help that poor young woman ? Cannot 
you reason her into some kind of tranquillity, some degree of sub- 
mission to God's will ? Oh, do that. Sir, and you will confer a 
favour im me indeed." ' ' 

The cimplain approached EUen, who lay on the deck in a state- 
of mental i^upefaction, and, addressing her in mild accents,- per^ 
snaded her to rise and take a seat on the form ; he kindly contrived 
to bring it forward to the iron-grated port, so that she could npt 
witness the motions of Peters, and, with a low, yet energcjtic and 
persuasite voice, attempted to reason her into patience and resig- 
nation. His efforts iwerp in vam. She occasionally looked upon 
him with a vacant stare, but her thoughts were elsewhere. During 
the period, Peters had time to shave himself, and dress in clean 
attire, preparatory .to being summoned no his fate. 

The time was •'qpproadpg fast;, one- bell after eight o'clock, 
designating the half hour, had struck ; at two bells (nme o'clock) 
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he wasf to be siiiliffloii^d Kyhtodeom. Ibef eleirgymiM rom horn 
iis teeless mdekfmn^*^ Let ^9 pfay/' said he, and ssssk upoB 
his kneed.^Peters^ Adatm, and the efattdf folldlred bis e^MiifAe; 
aad, hstof aHf, poor Eifen, who seemed to recover her i^Beetfott^ 
sank OH her knees, hurt, inMAe to keepi her posllioB, /# towa^ 
.the elei^man, who; aus he s6pp(rtted her Ht his arflis, poared forth 
a fety^t and eloquent appeal in hehsdlf of the one who wafs ^Ubout 
to appear in the presence of his Maker, and of those who were left 
ik tribiilfltion behind. It was searoely oyer wbeq the door opened, 
asd the provost-martisll dofaned his {>fi^oMr. ' 

The.praye^ of the chaplain seemed to ring in ERehVes^, and 
^ renutined supported by the worthy man, muttering parts of it 
at intervals, daring which time the limbs of her husband were freed 
from the shackles.. All wsfe ready; and Peters, straining the 
(kdid u> his bosom m sHence, and casthig one look at his dear 
Etted, who still remained in a state of stupefaction, denied himself 
a last endn^ace (though the effort wrung his heart), rather than 
awaken her to her misery. He quitted the cell, and the chaplain, 
quietly placing EDen in the arms of Adams, followed, that he might 
attend and support Peters in his last moments. 

The prisoner was 'Conducted on the quarter-deck previously to 
being sent forwai'd to ^ecution. His sentence was read by 

Captain A j and the remark may perhaps be'coiffiidered 

ilndiaritable, but there emainly appeared to be an ill-concealed 
satisfaction in his countenance as he came to that part where it 
stsiied that the prisoner was to '* suffer d^th.*' Peters beard it 
read with firmness, and adied p^Hnission to address the ship's 
cdmpany. This was at first refused by the captain, but, at the 
request of the offibers, and the assurance of the chafriain that he 
would vouch for the language of Peters being such as wou||l have a 
(Hooper tendency to fiature subordination onf the part of iJie ship's 
company^ it was assented to. Bowing first to. the captain ludd 
officers, Peters turtaed to the ship's company, who wei*e assembled 
<»l the booms and gangway, and addressed them as follows :— 

'^ Shipmates, the time may come when our country^ shall be at 
peace, and your services no longer be required* Then, when you 
narrate to your children the ieventsof this uiAappy mutiny, do not 
forget U) a(Jd instruction to amu'semait, by pdnting out to them 
tfaid; it ended in tile disgrace and death of the riiigleaders. T^l 
them that, in your pres^ce, (me- •f them acknowledged on the 
quarterdeck the justice of his sentence, and returned thanks to his 
M^ty fdr his kindness in patdonin^ others who had been led into 
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At tftiiiB 'mQitte»t Waiy, \glio b^ ^cjled the v%ila9^ of old 
Adsoos, wha MiQiS ois^upied in si^portkig tbe imxm^^ {lUen> 
pii«ii^ Im way between the tegs of ihe ttarioes, wbp w^e dca^i^ 
1^. io Faaks oil tbe-quaeter-deck, and, tunnii^ to Us father, lakl 
iHkUof the l<y)»e saib^r's trousers iaNsbicl^ ^^ was attired, aod 
tooked aio^oiisly and inquisiti^Iy ia his £ac§. Peters's. voice fal- 
tered ; he attempted to ccHpitittae his addi^^ss to the i^aea, hut co^td 
not'; 4ind waving his hand, and pointing to the child,^ in mute 
explanation of the cause, after struggling in vain against the over^ 
flowiiigs of a father's heart, he beut over the boy and burst into 
tears. . • . 

. The effect was electrical. The shock was communicated to all ; 
not an eye but was dimmed; sobs were heard in the crowd ; the 
oldest officers turned away to conceal their eipotions ; the younger, 
and more fresh in heapt, covered their feces, and leant agamst the 
jvLulwarks ; the marines forgqt tl^eir discipline, and raised their 
^fpands from their sides to"^ wipe tjieir eyes. Many a source, long 
'su[^sed to be hermetically sealed, was re-opened,— many a spring 
long dry reflowfid rapidly ; even Captain A—-— was moved, 
* By a singular coincidence, the grouping of the parlies at this 
moment was nearly the same as when we first iptroduced mv Uttle 
hero to the re^er— -tbei)f^eps and mawnes oatbe after part of Mie 
ileek, the ship's j^o^pauf fprward, and little Willy standing betwf^ 
the twd. Agaiij he appears in the sapie pQsitip» ;— bpt what a 
diange of fediqg had tak^n place ! , As if he bad been a little spirit 
^ good, waving his fairy talispian, evil p^issions, which in the 
forioer scene wei^ Jet loose, bad retired to their darkest recj^sse?, 
and all the better feelings of hugjanity wwe called forth, and di^ 
played in one univeiml, spontaneous, and unfeigned Mbute to ifee 
melanebply and affeetis^ scene. 

The silence was first brokeaiby Willy-r" Wber^ 5tt*ft Y9n gpiftg, 
feth^ ; and why do yon wear that night-cap f " 

^' I^nn S/ok^tP jrteep,.cfeftd,--ta an eternal sli^p ! Gpd IJess and 
protect you," ^id P^e^ taking bim up and Wising hiip. " A^l 
now. Sir, i %m r^y," .o^ntinued Peters, wbp bad rew^veried his 
self-possessions *' Captain A~— , I forgive yon, as I irmX P he 

forgiven myself. Up* • " said he, addressing the Srsi-Ueute- . 

nant^ ^* tftke OilscbildJby Dte bap4> and do not perpaij him to i^^e 
forward--riSn^mfoer b« ig^ tfee *' King's pwn.'' Tfeien, bowiftg U) 
diepbafdaia, who bad^^carcely recov^l[^ from tbe effects Uiaj tfcc 
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scene hati produced upon Imn/and looking significamly at the pro- 
YOst-martial, Peters bent bis>tep» forward by the gan^n'^y— the 
noose was iastened--tbe gun jfired, and, in a moment, all was oyer^ 
Loud as was.tbe rq)ort. of the gun, those who were appointed 
to the un{rfeasant ^duty <^ running aft with the rope on the nKdo- 
deck, which swung Peteft to the yard^rm, hearcl a shriek that 
even that deafening noise c^ukl not overpower. It was the soul of 
Ellen joining that of her husband— and, b^re the day closed^ 
their bodies were consigned to the same grav6— 

• .■ 

*' whese the wid&ed oea«e from thNibUng, and tbe weary are at Kst/* 



(iHAPTER y. 

' Lord of himselt that tieritage of Voe. " 



BTBOflT.' 



OtjR novel may, to a certain degree, be compared to one of the 
pantomimes which rival theatres annually bring forth for the'aomse- 
ment of tbe holiday chSdren. We open vnth dark and solema 
scenes, . introdudng occasionally a bri^t image, which appears 
with the greater lustre from the ccmtrast around it : and thus we 
proceed, until Harlequin is fairly provided v\dth his wand, and de^ 
spatdied to seek his adventures by land and by sea. To complete the 
parallel, the whole should wind up with a blaze of light and beauty, 
till our dazzled eyes are relieved, and the illu^on disappears, at 
the fall of the green curtain, which, like the ^^ Finis" at the end of 
the third vohune, tells us that all is over. 

We must, however, be allowed to recapitulate a little in this 
chapter, previoudy to launching our hero upon the uncertain aiid 
boisterous sea of human life. It will be necessary for the correct 
develop^nent of the piece, that the attention of die reader should 
be called to jthe histot*y of the grandfather of our hero. 

Admiral de Courcy was the lineal descaidant of an ancient and 
wealthy family, of high aristocratic connexion. He had the mis- 
fortune, at an early age^* to lose his fother, to be an only chikl, 
and to have a very weak and d(Hing mother. Add to all these^ 
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that he was the heir to a large ^taMed property,, and the reader 
will acknowledge; that even th^best disposed child stood a fair 
chance of beitig spoiled. . ' 

ButyoungdeC!otircf wasnota well-di^posedchild: he was of a . 
yi(^nt, headstrong, «nd selfish dispositioti, and^was not easily to be 
checked by the firmest hand. He advanced, to msm's estate, the 
crud tytant of ^ fond«and foolish mother, .and the dislike *of all • 
an^mdhim. His restless dispo^tion, backed by*theiperstuimeNi^ 
of his mother to the contrary^' induced him tb enter into the naval 
service. At the time *ve are now describing, the name of the boy 
often appeared on the books (^ a manK>f-war, when thq boy himself 
was at sdiool or at home with his friends : if there were any regula- 
tioiHi to the contrary, they were easily suryiounted, by interest. 
The consequence v^^, that,— without any knowledge of his prblPe»- 
sion, without having commenced his career by learning to obey 
hefi^re he was pernftted to conunand,— at the eariy age of eighteen 
years, young de Courcy wa$ appointed captain of a fine frigate ; 
and, as the power of a captain of a man-of-war was at that ti^e 
almosf without limit, and his conduct without scrutiny, he had but 
too iavourable an opportunity of indulging his tyrannical pro- 
pensities. His caprice and violence were unbounded, his cruelty 
odious, and his ship was designated Jby the sobriquet of " The 
Hell Afloat/' » 

There are, however, limits to the longest tether;, an4 as no offi- 
cer would remain in the ship, and the desertion of the men l^came 
so extaoisive, that a fine frigate lay useless and unmanned, the 
government at last perceived the absolute necessity of depriving of 
command one who could not command 'himself. The ship was 
paid off, and even the interest of Captain de Courcy, powerful as 
it was, could not obtain further employment for him. Having for 
some time been in possession of his large property. Captain de 
Courcy retired to the hall of his ancestors, with feelings of anger 
against the government, which liis vindictive temper prompted him 
to indulge by the annoyance of all around him : and, instead of de- 
fusing joy and comfort by the expenditure of his wealth, he j'en- 
dered himself odious by avarice, — a vice the more con^mptible, as 
it viras unexpected at so early an ^e. 

But, nnich as he was an objecn>f abhorrence, he v\ras more an 
obfect of pity. • With a handsome exterior, and with fascinating 
msmders, of high birth andiWipxions, with a splendid fortune,^ — 
in short, with every supposed advantage that the world could give, 
he v?as, through the injudicious conduct of a fond mother, whose 
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Imarthebad'broktii^ tbemoaliwQilridec^f b«^^ ife^Mi^^iyjl^ 
out society, for he was shunned! by the pe^Meat genttaoi^ in tk^ 
neighbourhood; Even match-makings motb^rsr with h^xi% itt^ 
rated by inter^t, ioA with a striog pf taU daugbterst t& provide lor, 
thought the sacrifiae tdo great, and shieUered al m ^Smm^A 
Cspiatm de Cotircy. Avcaded by the. teaants of his large <di^l<al€!9^ 
whose misfortuBes met wkh no oompasskaii, and ^ho^ mSM^Y ^ 
^sBsm^ the«deAand& of die rent^y were folkmed up wi^ k^fn^ 
diate c^istress isind seiiiiiFe,--i^horred try his own hoi^hcrid, \ihfii, 
if th^tr services we^e ^pt required, iraiiishe4 at his approach. Off if 
summoned,, entered ti^e door of his-room treiobliag, — he was W 
isolalted aild imbappy being, a tornent to hkesdf and %» others. 
Wise, indeed, was ^piomon, when he wrote, «that '/ he who sp|^ 
Uie rod, spoiled tha thild/' 

The nKmptony of a life whose sde negative enjayment eon^i^lid 
in the persecution of others, induced Gaptaii^de Gourey ta mal^ 
occasional excursions to the different watertng-plades ; and whatber 
that, to a certain degree, he was spooled by bsinisbment from so- 
ciety at home, or that he had no (q)portunity of di^layisg^s dish 
bolical temper, his prepossessing appearand and w^ known 
ridies made him a great favourite in these marts for beajity. At* 
amiable girl was unfortunate enough to fix his attentiop; an4 a 
hasty proposal was as hastily accepted by her friends, and quIc^Uy 
acquiesce4 in by herself. She married, and was miseritbl0>^ wftil 
released from her heedless engagement by death, 

There are those who excuse a violent temper in a inan, and WP- 
sider it no obstacle to happiness in the marriage life. AUs, may 
they never discover the fatal error in their own union ! JEven vyith 
the best hearted and most fondly attached, with those who will* 
lavish every endearment, acknowledge their ftiult, and wake every 
subsequent effort to, compensate for the irritation of the motnept, 
violence of temper must prove the bane of marriage blis§. Bitter 
and insulting expressions have escaped* unheeded at the time, and 
forgotten by the offending party ; but, although forgiven, n^yer tp 
be forgotten by the other. Like bathed arrows, they have entered 
into the heart of her v^^iom heliad proiAised before God to Jove laiwl 
to cherish ; and remain, there ^ey must, for they cannot b^ ex- 
trac^ied. Affection may pomr mlm. inix) the wounds, and soothe 
them for the time ; and, while love fans tham with his soft ^ings, 
the heat and pain may be unpereeivali^ )M passion again ms^i^tj^ bis 
empire, and upcm his ruck attack these nunist^ng angds are fi^eed 
from their office of charity, and woman, kmd, devoted womap,^ 
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log|i» ^imnrdtjr wMi d^ipiiar ^fiin. her welm^edaiidie^efiigf heurt. 

Hurriied ^ ^ Wfts^ to afi eapfy tomb, the imforfunate wife of 
Gsq^toift de Coorcy b»d $tffl tHUe to present him with t^ofine b«ys,* 
wfios0 ittfaiititte e^cio^ents soolbed his Ti£di»aee, aiiii, as loifg % ., 
dley sh€rwa(} tio spirit of reostdBce, Aey wc^e ailernatdy fondled 
mA frightened^ B^r cMldren are not bKod ; and the seeaes which 
^<3«th»ially occofred betwe^ thefr parents,— the tears of their 
mother^ and ibo remains made in their i^resence by the domesttcs, 
—soon taught them to view th^ father with dread. €a|^am de 
Courcy pereeived diat he was shunned by his cUldr^ the only 
beings whom he had endeavoured (as far ar bb temper w(»jld per- 
tdit) to iaittach to him. They were dismissed to school at a very 
early age^ and were soon treated by then* father in the same harsh 
tnanner as all those who bad the misfortune to be under bis baneful 
'P^otectidti. They returned home at holiday time with regret ; and 
lie recommencement of their schote^ic duties was a source of de- 
Ugbt* The-mother died, and afi at home was desolate. The violence 
of flieir father seemed to increase from indulgence ; and the youths, 
who were verging into manhood, proved that no small portion of 
the parents fiery dpispodtion had been transmitted to ^m, and 
shewed a ^rit of resistance which ended in their ruin. 

William, the eldest of the boys, was, as it were, by birthright, 
the first to iall a victim to his father's temper. Struck senseless 
and bleeding to the ground for some trifling indiscretion, as he lay 
confined to bis bed for many subsequent days, he formed the reso- 
lution of seeking his own fortune, rather than submit to hourly de- 
gradation. At the period at which this occurred, many years pre- 
viously to the one of which we are now writing, the East India Com- 
pany-had Jbut a shoit time received its charter, and its directors were * 
not the proud rulers which they have since become. It never was 
cateulated that a company, originally consisting of a few enterpris- 
ing merchants, could ever have estaldished themselves (even by the 
niost duGcessful of mischievous arls) the controllers of an imm«cse 
eiikpire, independent of, and anomalous to, the constitution of 
England ; or that privileges*, granted to stimulate the enterprise of 
individuals, would have been the ground of a monopoly, which, like 
im enormous incubus, diould oppress the nation from the thtt)ne 
to the cottage. They gladly accepted the offers of all adventurers ; 
and, at that period, there was as much eagerness on their part to 
secure tke services of individnals, as there now is on the part of ap- 
^cants to be enroUed on ite books of the company . 

Wfflkmi, widiout acquainting im father, entered into au engage- 
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meiit \vpilhe company, signed it, and wasdif^ped off, ititb many 
others, who, less fortunate, Md been nefortously kidnapped for the. 
same destination. He arrived in India, rose to the rank of captain, 

^ and^fdl in one of the a<3tions that wei^e fought at this time. The letter 
which William left oh the table, directed to his father, informing 
him of the step he had been induced to take, was torn to atoms, and 
stamped upon with rage ; and the bitter malediction of the parent 
was launched with dreadful vehemelkce upon the trustut son, in the 
presence of the one who remamed. 

And yet there was one man, before whom this haughty and vin- 
dictive spirit quailed, ar^ who had the power to soften, although 
not wholly to curb, his impetuosity,--one, who dared to tell him 
the truth, expose to him die fdly and wickedness of his conduct, 
and meet the angry flash o^ his eye wUh composure,— one whose 
character and offiee secured him from insult, and who was neith^*^ 
to be frightened nor diverted from his purpose of doipg good. It 
was the vicar of the parish, who, much as he disliked tlieadmiral, 
(for Captain De Courcy had latterly obtained that rank by seniwity 
on the Ust), continued his visits to the hall, that he might appeal fpr 
the unfortunate. The admiral would willingly have, shaken him 
off, but his attempts v^re in vain. The vicar was firm at his post, 
and often successfully pleaded the cause of his parishioners, who 
Yfere most of them tenants of the admiral. He was unassisted in 
his parochial duties by the curate, a worthy, but infirm and elderly 
man, fast sinking into his grave, and whom, out of Christian charity, 
he would not remove from his situation, as it would have deprived 

. himof the means of support. 

Edward, the younger brother, naturally sought that hsg;^pines$ 

' abroad which was denied him at home. , The house of the curate 
was one of his most favourite resorts, for the old man had a beauti- 
ful and only daughter, — poor Ellen, whose fete we have just re- 
corded. It is Sufficient for the present narrative to state, that these 
t\^ young people loved, and .plighjed their troth ; that for two 
years they met with joy, andparted with regret, until the approadi- 
ing dissolution t)f the okl curate opened their eyes to the dangerous 
position in which thfey were placed. He died ; and Edward, who 
beheld her whom he loved thrown unprotected and pennyless on , 
the world, mustered up the courage o§ desperation, to state to his 
fether the wishes of his heart. 

A peremptory order to leave the house, or abandon Ellen, was 
^e immediate result ; and the indignant young man quitted the 
roof, and persuaded the unhappy and fond girl to unite herself to 
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Um by imlMsoiuMe ties, in a ad^^ibouriiig parish, b^re the idcar 
bad possession of the facts* of the iqpportunity to dissuade him from 
so imprudent a step. He unmediately proceeded to the ball, ^th 
a fsdnt hope of appeasing the irritated parent ; but his endeavours 
were fruitless, and the admiral poured forth his ^nadiepia agaifiist 
his. only chiI4. ' . 

Edward now took his wife to a village some miles distant ; where, 
by their mutual exertions, they contrived for some time to live upon 
their earnings ; but the birth o£ Uieir firsUchild, the hero of this 
tale,, and the expenses attending her sickness, forced him at last 
(when all appeals to his father proved in vain) to accept jthe high 
bounty that was offered for men to enter his Majesty's service, — 
which he did under the assumed name of Edward Peters. 



CHAPTER VI. 

-^I disclaim all my pateFnal care, 

Propinquity and property of blood. 

Tbe barbarous Scythian, 

Or he that makes his geoeratioD messes 

To gorge his appetite, shall to my bosom 

Be as well neighbonr'd, pitied, and relieyed, 

As him. 

Shakspeabb. 

In at lofty room, the wainscotting of which was of dark oak, with 
a high mantel-piece, elaborately carved in the same wood, with 
groups of dead game* and flowers; and a few choice pictures let 
into the; pannelsy — upon an easy chair, that on|e had be^ sfSlendid 
with morocco and gdd, sat a mai^f about finy years of ^e; bi|t 
his hair was grey, and his face was indented with deep lines and fur- . 
rows. He was fistening with impatience to the expostulations of 
one who stood before him, and shifted his position froin time to 
time, when more than usually annoyed with the subject. It was 
Adnural De C!ourcy , and the vicar of the parisl^, who was persuad- 
ing him to be merciful. 

The subject of this discourse vyas, ho^ever,."disniissed by the en- 
trance of a senMuit, who presented to the admiral, upon a la^ 
and ma$sive salver, a le^r, brought as he stated by a seafar- 
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iii0 man. The afaiferi lifted np his giasfies to mmmm ^ m^ 
perscription— '' Frc^ my wor«Ues&ivagidboQd of a sq^ !" acdaiiMd 
he^^an^lie jerked the kCtor into the fire wilhout breaking the aeal. 

''Surdjr, Sir/' rejoined theyicar^ ''jt;3R^ionMbeiMit jt^tioe Ho 
hetr what te has t« offer in eKtenuaitoB of a fauk, loo s^ereiy 
pomshed already. He is your only son, * Sir, and why not lorgive 
one rash act ? iQiecoUect, Sir, liiat he iis ithe Jheir to this property, 
whidi, beii^ entaited, mnst of neoes^ilydevoilTe t^pon hm" 

*' Curses on the bare thou^t,"^ answered the admiral with ve- 
hemence. ^' I hope to starve, him first.'' 

*"J>Iay the Almighty she^ more mercy to you, Sff, when you are 

. caltiBd to your account, than you have shewn to an impmdait and 

hasty child. We are told liiat we are to forgive if vfe hope to be 

forgiven^ Admiral De Courcy, it is my duty to ask you, do you 

expect (and if so, ujk)n what grounds), to be forgiven yourself?" 

The admiral looked towards the window, and made no reply. 

The letter, which had been thrown .into the grate, was not yet 
consumed. . It had lit upon a mass of not yet ignited coal, and lay 
there blackening in the smoke. The vicar perceived it, and, wa)k-» 
ing to Ae fire-place, recovered the letter from its perilous sitqation. 

"If you do not choose tp read it yourself, admiral ; if you refuse 
to listen to the soticitations <^,an only child, have you any objection 
that I should open the letter, and be acquainted with Uie present 
condition of a young man, who, as you kpbw, was always dear to 
me?'' • 

"None, none," replied the admiral, sarcastically. "You may 
read it, and keep it top, if you please." 

The vicar, without any answer to this remark, opened the letter, 
which, as the reader may probably imagine, was.the one writtai by 
'Jidward Peters on the momipg of his exertion. 

" Merciful Heaven !" eitolaimed tli^ mm (tf neligion, as he -sat 
down torrecova^fj^ the shook he had leoeive^l-'" Unfortunate 

Ilia admiral turned round* astonished at the demeanom* of the 
cfergyman, and, (it would appear), as if his conscience had pressed 
him hard, and that he was fearfol that his crud wish, expressed 
but a few minutes before, had been realized. He turned pale,l)ut 
asked no questions. After a short time, the vicar rose, and, with 
a countenance of more indignaition than th^ admiral or others bad 
ever seen, thus addressed him :*-; 

^^The time may come. Sir, nay, I prophesy that it will come, 
when the contents of tins letter will cause you bitterly to repent 
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your aruel« and nnnatural conduct to youp son. The letter itself, 
Sir, I cannot intrHSt you with. In justice to other-s, it must not be 
put int* your hands ; and, after your attempt to commit it to the 
tofiesy and your observation that I might read and kiep Utoo^ I feel 
justified in retaining it. A copy of it, if you please, I will send 
you. Sir." • • ^ 

" I ^ant neither copy nor original, nor shalf I read them^if you 
' s^d them, good Sir," answered \Jie admiral, pale with anger. 
** Fare you well, then, Sir. May God turn your heart ! " 
So sayipg, the vicar left tttfe room with alletermination not *to 
enter it again. His first inquiry was for the person who had brought 
the letter, and he was informed tl^t he still waited in the ball It 
was old Adams, who had obtained leave of absence for a few days, 
that hfi might fulfil the last request o^ Peters. The clergyman bere 
received a second shock, from Xhe news of the death of poor Ellefl, 
*and listened with the deepest interest to Adams's straight-forward 
discount: of the whole catastlepbe. ■ 

. The first plaii that occurred to the vicar was to send for the child, 
• and take charge of hiro himself; but this was negatived not only 
by Peter's letter, but also by old* Adams, wKo stated his deter- 
mination to retain the child until claimed by leg^ authority.^ AftfiSL 
flQatiipe deliberation, he ecmsidered that the child would be asmuch 
under au All-seeing Eye on the water, as on the Ian3» and that at 
so early ati age, he was probably as well under the charge of a 
trustworthy old man, like Adams, as he would be elsewhere. He,, 
therefor^, requested Ads^nss to let him have constant accounts of 
the boy's wd^re, aitd to apply to him for any funds that he mkht 
require for iis maintenance; and, wishing the old juan. farewell, 
iie set off for the vicarage, ojmmuning with himself as to the pro*- 
priety <rf keeping the circumstance of the boy's Krth a secret, or 
divulging it to his grandfather, in the hopes of'evenludlly inducing 
him^ to ad^i^ledge and to protect him. 
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• CHAPTER Vn. 

■ * 

To the seas presenttye went oA lord admiral, • 

With knighLs couragious, and captains full good ; i 
^ TheJNrave EafI of Essex, a pro8per6i6 general. 
With him prepared to pass the salt flood. 

At Plymouth speedilye took they §hip yaliantlyei 

Braver ships never were seen imder sayle, 
Vith Wir fair colours spread, and streiamers o'er their head, . 
No^r, blagging foeme^i, take heed of your tayle. 
• Old Ballad, I89p. 

• ■ 

Many and various ^ere the questions that wei'e put byour little 
heij) to Adamsy and others, relative to the fate, of his parents. 
That they were both dead, was all the information that he could 
obtain, for» to the honour of human nature, there was not one man, 
in a ship's company composed of several hundred^ who had the 
cruelty to, tell th^ child that his father had been hanged. It may, 

•at first/ appear strange to the reader, that the child himself was hot 
aware of the fact, from what he had witnessed on the morning of 

. execution ; but it must be recollected that he had neyer seen an 
excjcution before, and had therefore nothing from which to draw 
s^Mi an inference. All he knew was, that Us father was on the 
quarter-deck, with a night-cap on, and that he told him that he was 
going to sleep. The death of his mother, whose body he was not 

' permitted to see, was quite as unintelligible, and the mystei^y which 
enveloped the whole transaciion added no little to the bereavement 
of the child, who, as I have before stated, from his natural talent 

„and pecuUar ediicatioil, was far more reflective and advanced than 
children usually are. 

Adams returned to his Uttle charge with pleasure : he had now a 
right to adopt the child, and consider him as his ovm. In the ship 
the boy was such an bbject of general sympathy, that not only many 

^ the men, but some of the officers would gladly have ta^^ him, 

alad have brought him up. The name of his father was, by general 

• consent, never mentioned, especially as Adams informed the officers 

and men, that Peters had been a " pursers name" adopted by the 

child's father, and that although the clergyman had stated this, 
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be Lad not entrusted him with the real name that the child was en- 
titled to bear. As, therefore, our little hero was not only without pa- 
rents, but without name, he,was rechristened by Adams, by the cog- 
nomen of the " King's Own," and by that title, or his Christian name, 
WiBy , was ever afterwards addressed, both by officers and men. 

There is an elasticity supplied to the Jiuman mind by unerring wis- 
dom, that enables us, however broken down by the pressure of 
misfortune, to recover our cheerfulness after a while, and resign 
ourselves to the decrees of Heaven. It consoles the widow — it sup- 
ports the bereaved loVer, who had long dwelt upon anticipated Wiss 
— it almost |*econdles to her lot the fond and forsaken girl, whose 
heart is breaking. 

UnnsuaBy oppressed as Willy was, with the loss of those to 
whom he had so fondly clung from his birth, ' in a few months he 
rec6vered his wonted spirits, and his cheeks again jdayed with 
dim{4es, as his flashing eye beamed from under his long eye-lashes. 
He' attached himself to' the old quarter-master, and seldom quitted' 
him— he slept in his hammock, he stood by his side when he was on 
deck, at his duty, steering the ship, and he listened to the stones 
of the good old man, who soon taught him to read and write. For 
three years, thus passed his life, at the end.of which period he had . 
arrivedat the age of nine years. , 

After a long monotony of blockade service, the ship was ordered 
to hmst the flag of a commodore, who wa& appointed to the com- 
mand of an expedition agamst the western coast of France, to create 

a diversion in favour of the Vendean chiefe. Captain A , whether 

it was that he did not like to receive a superior officer on board of 
his ship, or that he did not adnnre the service upon which she was 
to be employed, obtained permission t6^ leave hi$ ship for a few 
months, for the restoration of his health, to the great joy of the 
officers and crew ; and an acting captain, of well known merit, was 
appointed in his stead. ' ' 

"The squadron of men-of-war and trans^rts v^s collected, the • 
commodore's flag hoisted, and the expedition sailed with most secret 
orders, which, as usual, were as well known to the enemy, and 
every body in England, as they were to those by whom they were 
given. It is the characteristic of our nation, that we scorn to take 
any unfair advantage, or reap any benefit, by keeping our inten- 
tions a secret. We imitate the conduct of that English tar, who, 
having entered a fort, and meetmg a Spanish officer vrithout his 
sword, being providentiy supplied with two cutlasses himself, im- 
mediately offered him one, that they might engage on fair terms. 

5 
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llie idea is generous^ but noi vrfse. But I'mho* imaghie tUit 
this want of seerecy arises from aU matters 6f indportanoe being 
arranged by cabinet councils. In the multitude of counsellofs there 
may be wisdom, but there certainly is not secrecy. ■ Twenty men 
have prcAably twenty wives,, and it is therefore twiButy to one imt 
the secret transpires through that channel. Furtb^, twenty men 
have twenty tongues, and much as we complain of women not ke^ 
ing secrets, I suspect that men deserve the-odtum of the charge 
quite as mudb, if not more, than women do. On the whde, it is 
forty to oAe against secrecy, which, it must be acknowledged, are 
long odds. . -^ . . 

On the arrival of the squadron at the point of attack; a- few more 
days were throvm away, — prd)ably upon the ^jsime^generous prin* 
cipleof allowing the enemy sufficient time fmr {»*eparation. Troops 
had beai embarked, with the int^tion of landingthem, to nmke a 
simultaneous attack with the shipiMng. Ck^mbined expeditions are hi- 
variably attended ynih delay, if not with disagreement. An officer, 
conmianding troops, who; if moe landed, would be as decided m 
his movements as Lord Wellington himsdf, does not display ike 
same decision when out of Ins own element. From his peculiar 
situation on boayi^^his officers and mett distributed in difiE^r^it 
ships,— the apparent difficulties of dd)arkation, eaaSy remedied 
and debased by saOcnrs, but magnified by land$mai,^from the 
great respon»biIity natarally felt in ^ situation wh^e he must trust 
to the resources of others, and where U&own^ however great, can- 
not be called into action, be wiU not dedde wrthcmt much d^nur 
upon the steps to be tnk^: although it genersdly happens, ihal the 
advice origpnally offered by the naval commahdant \m been acgeded 
tOi Unless the military fdH^co required is vei^ I^ge, marines should 
invariably be employed, aiid plaoad under tte direoien of the naval 
commander. 

After three or four days of pros and com, thb enemy had com- 
pleted his last battery,' and as there vras th^ no rational excuse 
left for longer dehy^ the dd>arkatiob Iciok place, without any se- 
rious loss Oft our side, except that of one kum^ full of the-nre- 
giment, which was cut in halves by the enemy's sh6t« Thesoldiers, 
as they sank in the water, obeyed the orders of the sergeant, atid 
bdd up their carlouch-boxes, that they migbt not be wetted two 
seconds so^^ier thmi Jflecessary,-^tekl fast their muskets,— ^md, 
without stimng firom the gunnds of the boat, rotind whidi they 
had been stationed, went down in as good (xrder as could be ex* 
pected, each man at his post, v»th his bayonet fixed. The saik>rs. 
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not Miog dtber so heavily caparisoned, or so w^l drilled^ wen! 
|[uilty of a sauvequi pent, and were picked Hp by other boats* Tba 
etSoesc of the regiment studk to his men» and it is to be hoped that 
he manned the whole of. his bray6 detadiment to Heaven, as bj9 
d^n had before to churchy But we must leave the troops to form 
oB the beach as wdl as they can, and die enemy's shot v^ permit, 
and'retire on bo^rd. 

The commodore's arrang^nait had been punctually compli^ 
vnth. The ships that were directed to cover the landing of ito 
tfoops, knocked down/many of the enemy, and not a great man$ 
more of our own men. The stations of the other ships were tak^ 
vritU a precision deserving of the highest encomiums ; and tha^ ia 
no donbt, that, had not the ^emy had the advantage of stone walls, 
theyniust havehadthe worst of it, and would have been well beaten^ 

The ecNinmodpre himself, of course, took the post of honour* 
Anchored with springs on his cables, he alternately engaged a 
heavy battery on his stsu^board bows^ a much header, backed by 
a citadel, throwing shells on his beam, ^md a masked battery on 
bis quarter, which he had Ibt rfeckoned upon, the latter was 
rather smnoying, and the citadel threw diells vvith most disagree^ 
able precbion. He had almost as much to do as Lord Exmoutb 
at Algiers, though the result was not so fortunate. 

A sUp engs^g at anchor, with very little wmd, a^d th^t wind 
tailed by the percussion of :the air from the rq)OFt of the guns, a^ 
it always is, has the dsadvantage of not being able tp. disengage 
bersdf of the smoke, which rapidly accun^tes and stagnates, as it 
wt^ie, between the decks. Under these circumstances you r ch- 
pestedly hear the order passed upon the main and lovi^r deqk of % 
line-of-battle. ship/ to pomt the guns tvfo points abaft the beam, 
pcnnt-blank, and so on. In fact, they are as much in the dark as to 
eitemal ob|ects, as if they were blind-folded ; and the o|ily comir 
fort to be deriv^ from this serious inconveniaice, is, that every 
man is so is(^ted frcmi his neighbour that he is not put in mind (^ 
his own danger by witnessing the death of those around hiip, for 
diey npy fell three or four feet fit)m him vrithout his perceiving 
it : — 60 they ccmUnue to fire as directed, uptil they are either sent 
down to the cock-pit th^nselves, or have a inom^tary respite from 
tbdr e^i^ti(ms^ when, choked with smoke smd gunpowder, Aey 
go aft to the scuttle-butt, to removeuheir parching thirst. So 
mudi for the lower and main-deck. We wiU now ascend to jthe 
quarter-deck, where we shall find old Adams at the conn, and 
litde \^y standing bdiindbim. 
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The smoke is not so thick here, but that you may perceive the 
commodore on the poop, walking a step or two to starboard, and 
then turning short round to port. He is looking anxiously through 
his glass at the position of the troops, who are ashore to storm the 
batteries, hoping to see a diversion in our favour made by them, 
as the affair becomes serious. By a singular coinciderfce, the com- 
mandant of the troops on shore is, with his telescope, looking 
anxiously at the shipping, hoping the same thing from the exer- 
tions of the navy. The captain of marines lies dead upon the poop ; 
both bis legs have been shot of by a spent shot— he is left there as 
no surgeon can-help him ; and there are two signal men lying dead 
alongside him. 

On the hammock-nettings of the quarter-deck stands the ading , 
captain of the ship, erect, and proud in bearing, with an eye of 
defiance and sewn as he turns towards the enemy. His advice 
;d ; but he does his duty proudly and cheerfully. 
1(1 unconcerned, as if he were watching the flyings 
) from the bows of the ship, when running down the 
1 of the enemy's sh(^, as they splash in the water 
jar open the timbers of the vessel, and the bodies of 
mai still ply their half-manned guns ; but they are 
exhausted with fatigue, and the bloody deck proves that many 
^have b^n ^smissed from their, duty. The first-lieutenant is 
missing ; — you will &id him in the cock-pit— they have just 
finished taking up the arteries of his right 2irm, which has been 
amputated ; and the Scotch surgeon's assistant, who for many 
months bewailed the want of practice, And who, for having openly 
expressed his wishes on that subject, had received a sound thrash- 
ing from the exasperated midshipmen, is now complimenting the 
fainting man upon the excellent stump that they have made for him : 
while fifty others, dying or wounded, with as much variety as 
Homer's heroes, whose blood, trickling from them in several ri- 
vulets, pours into one general lake at the lowest level of the deck, 
are anxiously waiting their turn, and distract the purser's steward 
by their loud calls, in every direction at the same time, for the 
tin-pot of water, with which he is relieving their agonizing thirst. 

A large shark is under the Counter ; he is so gorged with human 
flesh, that he can scarcely move his tail in the tinged water ; and 
he now hears the sullen (dunges of the bodies, as they are launched 
through the lower-deck port, with perfect indifference. " Oh ! 
what a glorious thing's a battle." 
But io return to our particular narrative. As w^ mentioned 
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before, the citadel threw shells with remarkable precision, and 
every man who' had been killed on the quarter-deck of the commo- 
dore's ship, towards which the attention of the enemy was parti- 
cularly directed, had been laid low by these horrible engines of 
modern warfare. The action still continued, although the fire on 
both sides had evidently slackened, and the commodore's glass had 
at sever^il intervals been fruitlessly directed towards the troops on 
^hore, when accident brought about a change in favour of our coun- 
trymen. Through some unknown cause, the magazine of the ene- 
my's, largest battery exploded, and buried the fabric with its 
tenants in one. mass of ruin. The enemy were panic-struck with 
their misfortune — our troops and sailors inspired with fresh cou- 
rage — and the fire was recommenced with three cheers and re-, 
doubled vigQur. ,The troops pushed on, and succeeded in taking 
possession of the masked battery, which had so long and so effec- 
tually raked the commodore. 

A few minutes after this had cfccurred, tl 
its fire, and a shell, descending with that ter 
itself alone, struck the main-bitts on the qui 
aft, exploded. Its fragments scattered deati 
took the hat off the head of littj^ Willy, w 
Adams, and^then buried itself iti. the old mai 
forward, and fell on the coils of rope, near the companion-haiysh, ! 
and when the men came to assist him below, the pain of moving 
was so intense, that he requested to be left where be was, that he 
might quietly breathe his last. - • 

Willy sat down beside his old friend, holding liis hand— '* A Kttle 
water, boy — quick, quick !" It was soon procured by the active 
and affectionate child ; who, indifferent to the scene around him, 
jthought only of administering to the wants, and alleviating the mis- 
fortune, of his dearest friend. Adams, after he had drunk, turned 
his head round, apparently revived, and said, in a low and catching 
voice, as if his powers were fast escaping, ** Willy, your father's 
name was not Peters — I do not know what it was ; but there is a 
person who does, and who takes an interest in your welfare — ^he 
lives in — " 

At this moment another shell bounded through the rigging, and 
fell within a few feet of the spot where Willy and old Adams were 
speaking. Willy, who was seated on a coil of rope, supporting the 
head of his benefactor, no sooner perceived the shell as i( rolled 
towards the side, with its fuse pouring out a volume of smoke, 
than, recollecting the effects of the former explosion, rather than 
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the danger of the att^)ipl» hh ran towards it, and not being able to 
Kit it, sank down on his knees, and, with astonishihg agility, suc- 
oeeded in rolling it c^erboard, out of the larboard entering-pprt,* 
towhfeh it was ne&r. The shell plimged in the water, and, before 
ft had descended many feet, eifploded with a concussion that was 
^eonununicated to the ship fore and aft. Qur hero then resumed 
his station by the side of Adams, who had lyitnessed what had 
taken place. - 

** Tou have begun well, my boy," said the old man, femtly, 
^* There^s ne'er a man in the ship would have done it. Eiss me, 
boy." 

The chfld leaned over the okl man, and kissed his^hedL, clammy 
with the dews of death. Adams turned a little on one side,tttterod 
a low groan, and expire4» 



CHAPTEIWVm. 

How dash'd upon the biltow. 
Oar opcniDg timbers creak, 
Sachfe^ a w£|lery pOlow. 

To cling to slippery shrouds 
Each breafliless seaman crowds^ 

Asshelay 

TiUtheday 
bi the Bay ofBiscay o. • 

Sea Smut^ 

As it win only detain the narrative, ¥Hthout bein^ at all necessary 
for its developement, I shall not dweU itpop the results of the en- 
gagement, M^ch was socm after decided, with very indifferent suc- 
cess on our side. The soldiers were re-anbarked, the ships hauled 
out of reach of the enemy's guns, and a coundl of war smnmcMi^ 
—on which it was a^eed, nem. con.y that no mcnre was to be done. 
The despatches were sent h<Mne— they certainly differed a little, 
but that was of no consequence. The sum totsJ of killed and 
wounded was excessively gratifying to the nation, as it proved thsrt 
there had been hard fighting. By the bye, John Bull is rather an- 
noying m this respect : he imagines that no action can be well fought 
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uofesstha^e is a considerable loss. Having no other method of 
judging of the merits of s^n action, he appredatesit according to 
the list of killed and wounded. A merchant in totb^ he computes the 
vahie of an object by what it has 6ost him, and imagines that wMat 
is easily and cheaply obtamM eaqnot be of mudi value. The 
knowl^e of this peculiar mode of reasoning on his part, has very 
often induced officers to put down very trifling conftmotw, such 
as a prize-fighter would despise, to swell up the sum total of the 
loss to the aggregate <^ the honest man's expectations. 

To proceed. As usual in cases of defeat, a smaU degree of accusa- 
tion and recrimination took/ place. The army thought that the 
navy might have beaten down stone iramparts, ten feet thick ; and 
the navy wondered why the army had not walked up the same 
ramj^arts, which were thirty feet perpendicular. Some of4he ships 
adonsed others of not having had a sufficient numbdlr of mon killed 
and wounded ; and the boats' crews, whenever they met on shore, 
foo^t each <^her de^€»rately, as if it were absolutely necessary, 
for the honour of the country, that more blood 'should he spilt. 
But this only lasted three v^ks, when a more succes^l attempt 
made them all shake hands, and wonder what they had been squab- 
bliqg about. 

There v^as, however, one circumstance, which occurred during 
the action, that had not been forgotten. It had been witnessed bv 
the acting captain of the ship, and had been the theme^ of much 
comment and admiratiiui among the officers and men. This was 
the dalring feat of our little hero, in rolling the ^ell over the side. 
Captain M- , (the new commander) as soon as his more im- 
portant avocations would pernut, made inquiries among the officers 
(bdng lumself a strapger in the ship), rdative to Willy. His short 
but mdsmchdiy history was soon told ; and the disconsblate boy was 
sammoned ifrom ond^ the half-deck, where he sat by the body of 
Adams, which, wi^ many more, lay sewed up in its hammock, and 
cova^ over with the union-jack, waiting for the evening, to receive 
the rites of Christian burisd, brfore bemg committed to the deep. 

Knowing that Adams had be^ his onjy protector, a feeling of 
compasaon for ibe bereaved and orphan boy, and admiration of 

ins eaiiytokms of bravery, induced Captain M ^— , who never 

formed a resdution in haste, or abandoned it if once formed, to 
lake the boy under his own protection, and to place him as an offi- 
cer on that quarter-deck upon which he had so distinguished him- 
self. "W^y, in obedience to wders received, stood by the captain, 
w^4ii9 hat in his hand. 
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** What is your name, my bdy ?" said the captain, passing a scru- 
tinizing glance aver his upright and well-proportioned figure. 

** Willy, Sir." 

" And what is your other namfi ?" ' 

"King's Own, Sir." 

This part of the boy's history was now explained by the second- 
Ueutenant, who was in conunand, in consequence of the first-lieii^ 
tenant being wounded. 

** He must have a name," replied the captain. ** William King's 
Own will not do. Is he on the books?" . 

**No, Sir, he is not ; shall I put him down as William Jonqs, 
or William Smith?" 

" No, no, those are too common. The boy has neither father, 
mother, nor name, that we know of: as we may, therefore, have a 
choice of the latter for him, let it be a good one. I have kaown*a 
good name make a man's fortune with a novel-reading girl. The^ 
is a romance in the boy's history ; let him have a name somc^lmt 
romantic alsol" , ' 

**Ay, ay, Sir," replied the Ueutenant, **here, marine, tdl my 
boy to bring up one of the volumes of the novel in my cabin." 

The bo(dt made its appearance on the quarter-deck. ** Perhaps, 
Sir, we may .find oije here," said the lieutenant, presenting the 
book to the captain. 

The captain smiled ashe took the book. *' Let us see," said he, 
turning over the leaves—** *Delamere !' that's too piippyjsh. *For- 
tescue !' don't like that. * Seymour !' Yes, that will do. It's not 
too fine, yet aristocratic and pretty. Desire Mr. Hinchen, the 
clerk, to enter him on the books as Mr. WiUiam Seymour, mid- 
shipman. And now, youngster, I will pay for your outfit, and 
first year's riiess : after which I hope your pay and prize-money 
vriH be sufficient'to enable you to support yourself. Be that as it 
may, as plong as you do credit to 'my patronage, Ishalfnot forget 
you." 

t V. Willy, vrith his straw hat in one hand, and a supererogatory 
touch of his curly hair with the other, made a scrape with his left 
leg, after the manner and custcmi of seafaring people— in short, he 
made the best bow that he could, observing the receipt that had 
been given him by his departed friend Adams. D'Egville might 

hSLYB turned up his nose at it ; but Captain was perfectly 

satisfied : for, if not an elegant, it certainly was a grateful bow. 

Our young officer was not*sent down to mess in the bei^ of the 
midshipmen. His kind and considerate captain was aware, Ibat a 
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lad who creeps in at the hawse-holes, i. e. is promoted from before 
the mast, ^^^ not likely to be favourably received m the^ midship- 
men's mess, 'especially by that part of the community who, from 
their obscure parentage, would have had least reason to complain. 
He was therefore consigQed to the charge of the gunner. 

Sincere as were, the congratulations of the officers and men, 
iiyiUy was so much affected with the loss of his fond guardian, that 
he received them with apathy, and Ustened to the applause bestowed 
upon his courage with tears that flowed from the remembrance of 
the cause which had stimulated him to the deed. At the close of 
the day, he saw* the body of his old friend committed to the deep, 
with quivering lips and Aching brow,~and, as it plunged into the 
clear wave, felt as if he Was left alone in the world, and had no one 
to love and to cling to. 

We do not give children credit for the feelings which they pos- 
sess, because they have not, at their early age, acquired the power 
of language to express them correctly. Treat a child as you would 
an'^equal,^ and, in a few months, you will find that the reason of his 
having until then remained childish, was because he had here- 
tofore been tre^^M as a being of inf«*ior capacity ^nd feelings. True 
it is, that at an early age the feelings of children are called forth 
by what we consider as trifles ; but we must recollect, in humility, 
that our own pursuits are as vain^ as trifling, and as selfish.— "We 
are but children of a larger growth." 

The squadron continued* to hover on the French coast, v^th a 
view of alarming the enemy, and of making, a more ^rtunate at- 
teiApt, if opportunity.occurred. Early in the morning of the fourth 
day after Willy had been promoted to the quarter-deck, a large 
convoy of chasse-mOFees (small coasting vessels, lugger-rigged) were 
discovered rounding a loy^ point, not three miles from the squa- 
dron. A general signal to chase was immediately thrown out, and 
m half an hour the Epglish men-of-war were in the midst of them, 
pouring broadside after broadside upon the devoted vessels, whose 
smls were lowered, in ever*y direction, in token of submission. The 
English men:of-war reminded you of so many hawks, pouncing upon 
a flight of small birds; and the vessels, vnth their lowered sails 
just flappmg with the breeze, seemed like so many victims of their 
rapacity, who lay fluttering on the ground, disabled, or paralysed 
with terror. Many escaped ,into shoal water, others ran ashore, 
some were sujQk,.and about twenty ts^en possession of by the ships 
of the squadron. . They proved to be part of a convoy, laden with 
wine, and bound to the Garonne. • . 
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One of the chasse-maries. being a larger \ess€\ than the rest, and ' 
laden with wineof a better quality, was dirSeied by the^mihod(»^ 
to be sent to England ; the casks of wineon bciard of ^1 others were 
bcMSted into the different ships, and distr3)uted occasionally to the 

crews. Captain M thought that the departure of the prize to 

England would be a favourable Opportunity to send our hero to re- 
ceive 'his outfit, as he could not well ajmpear on the quarter-deck* 
as an officer without his uniform. He therefore directed the 
master's mate, to whose charge the pijze was aboiit to be confided^ ^ 
to take Wilham wilii lum, and wrote to hb friends at Portsmouth, 
wUliier the yessel w^ directed to proceed, to fit him out with the ' 
requisite artides, andseipMl him back by the first ship that was di- 
rected to jdun Uie squadron. The prize wds iriictuadled^ the c^cer 
received his written orders, was put on board with our 4iero and 
three men, and parted company with tte squadnm. 

The master's mate, who was dnreOed to take the vessel to Ports- 
mouth, vi^as the q>urious progeny of' the first-Heutenant of a line- 
of-batde ship, and a young woman who attended the bum-bo6t, 
which supplied, the ship's company with necessaries^ and luxuries, 
if they couW afford to pay for them. The claiss of people who ob- 
tsan thar Uvdihood by these means, and who are entiidy dep^id«- 
ant ttp(m the navy for their subsistence, are naturally anik>us to 
secure tiie good-will of the commsmding officers of the ships, and 
usually contrive to have on their estaUishm^t a pretty-kxddnggirl, 
who, although very reserved to the junior officers of the ship, is all. 
9^es to tfae4rsi4ieiit^ant, and will not stand upon trifies for the 
benefit (tf her em{doyer. Beauty for m&k — gold for wom^ ! Such 
are the glittering baits ^nployed, in this worid, to aitik)6»either sex 
from the paAs of duty or discretk)n. 

The s^rvke v^as indebted to this q)ecies of bribery for the offica- 
in questi(m. The mCa*estof his su{qposed father was sufficient to 
put him (^ the quarter^ledc ; and the prc^tsof his moth^^ vefao, 
havo^ duly served her af^rentkeship, had arrived to the dignity 
^ a bumrboat woman herself, and was a iat, comely matron, of 
about forty years (tfage^ y^ere noore than sufficient to:support him 
in his inf^ior rank. His education smd natural al»lities were not, 
howiever, of thatdass to procm>e him dtber fri^ids or advance- . 
moit ; and he remameiji in the capadty of master's mate, and was 
likdy long to omtinue so, unless some such event as a general 
action should include him m aprc^noticm which would be regulated 
by smerity. Be was a mean-kKdrng, vAgao' little man, wifli a 
sharpface and Hose— the latter very red, from the cmstanlpotatiOBS 
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of not only his own aUowance^ but of that pf ev^y youngster in the 
ship whom he could bully or cajote. 

His greatest pride and his constant study was '^ slang/' in which 
b&was nomean proficient; He always carried in his pocket a colt, 
(t. e.» a foot and a half of rope, knotted at one end, and whipped 
at the other), far the b€in<^ of the youngsters, to whom he was a 
most inordhiate tyrant. He coidd fudge a <)ay's work, which he 
sent in with the rest of the midsMpmen, and which proofs of theo- 
retical knowledge of thdr profes^on wa*e in thosedays litt^ at- 
tended to; but he was very ignorant, and quite unfit to take charge 

of any ve»sd. Captain M , who, as we before^tated, had joined 

theship as aclmg captain, and had not had time to ascertain the 
mmts iM* ^m^ts of the (^oers, had given the prize to Ms charge 
because he was the'senvor m^te of the ship. 

The prize had scarcely trknmed her sails and shaped her course, 
what 1^. BuQock, the mast^'s mate, called our hero to hun, and 
addressed him m the foUowii^ elegant phraseology:— 

•* Now, you reb^ous «pawn— touch your hat, you young 
whdp**— (knockii^ off poor Willy's only hat, which flew to lee- 
ward, mid went overi)oard)— " Mind what I say, fori mean to bo as 
good as a father to you. You're not an officer yet— and» i( you 
were, it wo#j[ be all the same— so no capers, no airs. You see 
Tve only three men in the vessd brides myself; they are in three 
watches: so your duty will be to attend upon me in the cabin. 
You'll muU mydaret— 1 riways drinks a noggin every half hour to 
keep the wind out, and if it an't ready and an't ^ood^ — do you see 
this?'— (taking the colt out (rf his pocket.)— ** Stop, you'd better 
feel it at once, an4 thaa, wh^ you knows what the taste of it is, 
. you'll take care how you'll slack in stays." So saying, he admi- 
nistered three or four hearty cuts on the back and shouMers of our 
hero, who had been suffidendy drilled into the manners.and cus- 
toms of a man-of-war, to know the value of the proverb, " The 
least said, die soonest m^ed." 

A spigot had been already inserted into oneof the casks of claret 
which' were lashed on deck ; and, as the small vessel was very un- 
easy in the heavy 5wdl of the Bay of Biscay, our hero had sufB- 
dent employment in watching the pot ^f claret, and preventing it 
from being upset by the moticni of the vessd, as it was constantly 
heating cm the stove in the cabin. This potation was regularly pre? 
sented by Willy every half hour, as directed, to his commanding 
officery who, if it was too sweet, or not sweet enough, or if he 
coidd not drink the whole, invariably, and much to the annoyance^ 
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of our hero, threw the remainder into his face, tellijpg him. that 
that was his share of it. 

This arrangement continued in full force for three days and 
three nights — for Willy was roused up five or six times every 
night to administer the doses of mulled claret, which Mr, Bullock 
had prescribed for himself, who seemed, thin and meagre as he 
was, to be ^mewhat like a bamboo in his structure, (i. e. hollow 
from top to bottom), as if to enable hini to c^ry the quantity of fluid 
that he poured down his throat during the twenty-four hours. As 
for intoxicating him, that appeared to be impossible : from long ha- 
bit, he seemed to be like a sti^ ship that careened to l|^r bearings, and 
would sooner part company with her masts than heel any further. 

On the fourth day, a strong gale sprang up from the north-west, 
and the sea ran very high. The chcisse-mareey never'intended to 
encounter the huge waves of the Bay of Biscay, but to crawl along 
the coast and seek protection from them on the first indication of 
their fiiry, — labouring with a heavy cargo, not only i^owed below, 
byt on the decks, — was not sufficiently buoyant to rise on the 
summits of the waves, which made a clean breach over her, and 
the men became exhausted with the wet and the inclemency of the 
season. On the third day of the gale, and seventh since they had 
parted company with ^he fleet, a squall brought the mainmast by 
the board : the foresail wa$ lowered to close reef, when a heavy 
sea struck the vessel, and pomriSg a torrent over her decks, swept 
overboard the three men who were forward reefing the sail. Mr. 
Bullock, the master's mate, Was at the hehn— Willy, as usual, down 
below, attending the mulled claret, which had been more than ever 
in request since the bad weather had come on. 

The mate quitted the helm, and ran forward to throw a rope to 
the seamen, who were struggling in the water with the wreck to 
leeward. He threw one, which was seized by two of them, (the 
other had sunk); and as soon as they had hold of it, and it became 
taught from their holding on, he perceived to his disiftay that he 
had stood in the remaining part of the coil, and that it had encircled 
itself several times round his body, so that the men were h?iuling 
him overboard. '* Let go, let igo, or I'm overboard ! " was a use- 
less exclamation to drowning men ; they held on, and the mate too. 
held on by the rigging for his life, — the efforts pf the drowning men 
dragging him at last from off his legs, and keeping his body in a hori- 
zontal position, as they hauled at his feet, and he clung in desperation 
to the lee-shrouds. *' Willy, Willy, a knife — quick, quick ! " roared 
the mate in his agony. Willy, who, hearing his name called, and 
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followed Up by the *'quick» quick," liad no idea tteit any thing but 
the mulled claret could demand such unusual haste, stopped a few 
seconds to throw in the sugar and stir it round before he answered 
the summons. Bfi then started u^ the hatchway with the pot in 
his hand. 

But these, few seconds had decided the fate of Mr. Bullock, and 
a$ Wiley's head -appeared up the hatchway, so did that, of Mr. Bul- 
Idck disappear as he sank into a grave so dissonant to his habits. 
He had been unable to resist any longer the united force of the 
drowning men, and Willy was jiist in time to witness his submer- 
sion, and find himself more destitute than ever. Holding on by 
the shroud with one hand, with the pot of mulled claret in the other, 
Willy long fixed his eyes on the spot where his tyrannical shipmate 
had disappeared from his sight, and', forgetting his persecution, 
felt nothing but sorrow for his loss, Another sea, which poured 
over the decks of the unguided vessel, roused him from his melan- 
choly reverie, and he let go the pot, to cling with both hands to 
the rigging as the water washed over his knees,— then, seizing a 
favourable opportunity, he succeeded in regaining the cabin of the 
vessel, where he sat down and wept bitterly— bitterly for the loss 
of the master's mate and men, for he had an affectionate aqd kind 
heart — bitterly for his own forlorn and destitute situation. Old 
Adams had not forgotten to teach him to say his prayers, and 
WiHy had been accustomed to read the bible, which the old man 
explained to the best of his ability. The vessel laboured and 
groaned as she was buffeted by the waves — the wind howled, and 
the sea struck her trembUng sides and poured over her decks. In 
the midst of this wild discord of the. elements, the small voice of 
the kneeling child, isolated from the rest of the world, and threat- 
ened soon to be removed from it, was not unheard or unheeded by 
an omniscient and omnipotent God, who has said that not a sparrow 
should fall to. the ground without his knowledge, and has pointed* 
out of how much more value are we than many sparrows. 

Willy ended his devotions and his tears ; and, feeling wet and 
cold, recollected that what would warm his departed friend the 
inate, would probably have the same effect upon him. He ^.rawled 
up the companion-hatch with another tin pot, and having succeeded 
in obtaining some wine from the cask, returned to the cabin. Hav- 
ing warmed it over the fire, and sugared it according to the well- 
practised receipt of Mr. Bullock, he drank more of it than, perhaps, 
in any other situation, he would have done, and, lying down in the 
standing bed-pis^ at the side of the cabin, soon fellinto a sound sleep. 
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CtiAPTEK IX. ; 

And tbere Be went asihore ^thoot delay» 

Having no custom-fioase nor qnarantiiie 
To ask him awkward qfiestions on the way» 

Abont Oie time and plaee where he had been : 
He leftliis ship to he hoye down,next day. 

Don Juan. 

The prize vessel, at the time when she cdrried away her masts, 
had gamed omsidersddy to the northward of Ushant, althoug^b^ the 
master's mate, frocbi his ignorance of Ub profession, was not aware 
of the fact. The wind, which now blewjStrongly firom the N. W#> 
drove the shattered bark up ihe Channel, at ^e same time gra^ 
dually Hearing her to the French coast. After twenty-four hours' 
driving before the storm, during which Wflly never once awoka ' 
from his torpor, the vessd was not many leagues from the port of 
Cherbourg. It was broad daylight when our hero awoke ; and, 
after some litde time necessary to chase away the vivid effect of 
adream, in which hefanciedhimsdf to be on ^ore, walking in the 
fields with his desu* mother, he recollected where he was, smd how 
he yms situated. He ascended the companion-4adder, and looked 
around him. The wfaid had nearly spent its fury, and was subsiding 
ftet, but the prospect was che^rless^a dark wintry sky and.roUing 
sea, and nothing living in view except the sea-bird that screamed as 
it skimmed over the white tops of tte waves. The mizen of the 
vessel was still hoisted up, but the sheet had dis^iga^ itself from 
the belaying-pin, and the sail had been rent from the bolt-rope by 
the storm. Part of it was blown away, and the rest, jagged smd 
tattered at its extremities, from constant bunting, flapped ^^ mourn- 
fully to and fro -' with the heavy rolling of the vessel. 

Willy, hokhng only the compani(m-hatch, scanned the horieon 
in every point of the oconpass, in hopes of succour, but (o^ a long 
while in vain. At last his keen eye detected a small vessel, und^ 
a sitaigle dose-reefed sail, now rising on the tops of tte waves, now 
disappciariiig in the deep trough- of the scfa. She was doop-rig- 
ged, and running down towards him. « 
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In a qahrterc^- an Jiour she had neared to wHhin a m3e» and 
Willy perceived^ with delight, that the peofde were, on d^k, and 
oecasionaHy pointing towards him. . He ran down below, and open- 
ing the chest of Mr. Bollock, which was not lodged, took a liberty 
which he would never have dared to contemplate during that worthy 
officer's lifetime, viz., that of putting forth^one of his two best white 
shirts, reserved for s]^ial occasions. This he took (m deck, made 
it- last to a boat-hocAL staff, and hoisted as'a signal of ^trdbs« He 
did also mechanicaOy lifthis handto his 1^^ with the intention of 
waving his bat, but he was remitkled, by not finding it there, tbaH 
it had been the first votive offering which had been made to appease 
the implaoible ddties presiding over the winds and waves. The 
vessel closed with him, hove to, to ^mdward, and, after some de- 
mur, a small boat, capable of holding three perscms, was hoisted 
over the gunnel, and two hands jumping into her,, rowed under the 
stem <rf the wredt. ' ' /^ 

^* You must, jump, my lad— ^there's no going sdongside a crafty 
without any sail to steady her, in such a. sea as this. Don't be 
afraid. We'll pick you up." 

- Wiily, who bad little fear in his composition, although he could 
net swktt, leaped from the t^rail of 4be vessel into the boi^v^ 
stn*ge, and immediately that he rose to the surfece was Tescued by 
the men, who, seizing him by the waistband of the trousei^^ hauled 
him faito the boat, and threw him down id t^ bottom imder the 
thwarts. Then, without speaking; they resumed their oars, and 
polled to tiie other vessd, on board of which they succeeded in 
estaUishilig omr hero and themselves, although the boat was stove 
in the attenqpt^ and cast adrift as useless. 

Willy's teeth chattered, and his whole ft^ame trembled with the 
cold, as he went aft to the captain of the sloop, who was sitting on 
deck wrapped up inaroiigh white great coat, with his pipeinhis 
mouth. The captain was a middle-sized, slightly made young man, 
apparently not more than twenty-five years old. Hfe face was oval, 
with a remarkably pleasing exgression; Ins eyes small and bril- 
Ikmt;: and, notwithstanding the fQUghness (^ his outward attire, 
thare was a d^[ree of predsion in the arrangemait of his hair and 
whiskers, which proved that with him neatiiess was habitual. Ee 
had a worsted mitten on his left band; the right, which hekl.fais 
pipe, was bisuNB, and remarkably white and «nall. Perceiyiiig thd 
situation of die boy, he called to one of the men-r" H«^, Phillips, 
take this poor devil down, ^d put scmiethingdry on bim» and give 
him a glass of brandy ; when he's all right again, we'il find out 
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from him how he happened to be adrift all by himself, like a bear 
in a washing tub. There, go along With Phillips, boy." 

"He's of the right sort," said one of the men, who had brought 
him on board, casting his eyes in the dire<?tion of Our hero, who 
was descending the <;ompanion — "I thought so when I see'd him 
have his wits about him to hoist the signal. H^ mside no more of 
jumping overboard than a Newfoundland dog — never stopped two 
seconds to think on't." 

** We shall soon see what he is made of," replied the captain, 
re-lighting his pipe, whi6h had been allowed to go out during the 
time that they were rescuing Willy and the men from the boat 
when she returned. * 

Willy was soop provided with more comfortable clothing ; and, 
whether it was or was not, from a whim of Phillips's, who had been 
commissioned to rig him out, he appeared on deck the very picture 
of. the animal which he had been compared to by the captain. 
Thick woollai stockings, which were longer than both his legs and 
thighs, a pair of fisherman's well greased boots, a dark Guernsey 
fropk that reached below his knees, and a rough pea jacket, that 
descended to his heels, made him appear much broader that he was 
high. A red wOolIen night-cap completed his attire, which, al- 
though anything but elegant, was admirably calculated to assist the 
brandy iii restoring the ejaculation. . 

**Here he is, captain, all a-tauntOy but not very neat," said 
Phillips, shoving Willy up the hatchway, for he wasso encmnbered 
with the weight of his new apparel that he never could have as- 
cended without assistance—" I have stowed away some spirits 
in his hold, and he no longer beats the devil's tattoo with his 
grmders." 

"Now, my lad," said the captain, takhig his pipe out of his 
mouth, " tell me what's your name, what you are, and how you 
came to be adrift in that barky ? Tell me the truth— be honest, 
always be honest, it's the best policy." 

Now, it rather unfortunately happened for Willy, that these first 
two questions were rather dif^mlt fqr him to answer. He told his 
story with considerable hesk3iiion,-r-believed his name was Seymour 
■^believed he was a midshipman. He was hstened to without 
interruption by the captain and crew of the vessel, who had ga- 
thered round to hear him "spin his yarn." When he had 
finished, thecaptajn^ looking Willy very hardjn the face, thus 
addressed him — " My little friend, excuse me, but I have had some 
slight Imowledge of the world, and! therefore wish that you had 
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not forgotten the fittle advice I gave you as a caution, before yon 
oommeuced your narrative. Did not I say, * be honest ?* You 
beUeve yotf are ah officer, Ae/ieve.your name to be Seymour. I 
tell you, my lad, in return, that I don't believe a word that you 
say ; but, however, that's of nb consequence. It requires reflec- 
tion to tell a tie, and I have no objection to a liltle invention, or a 
little caution with strangers. Alt that abont the battle, was very 
clever — but still, depend upon it, honesty's the best policy. Whe^> 
we are better acquainted, I suppo^ we shall l^ave.the truth, from 
you. I see the land on the lee-bow — we shall be into Cherbourg 
in an hour, when I expect we shall come to a better understanding* 

The " Sainte Vierge," for such was the name of the vessd, 
which smelt most insufferably of gin, and, as our readers may 
probably have anticipated, was a smuggler, running between 
Cherbourg and the Eng^h coast, soon entered the port, and, 
having been boarded by the officers of the Douane, (who made a 
very proper distmcUon between smuggling from and to their own 
territories,) came to an anchor close to the mole. As soon as the 
vessel was secured, the captain went below, and m a few minutes 
re-appearing, dressed in much better taste than one-half of the 
slEuinterers in Bond Street, vmA on shore to the cabaret, where he 
imially took up his quarters, taking with him our hero, whose 
strange attke, so peculiarly contrasted with that of the captain's, 
was a source of great anmsement to the ^lors and oAer people, 
^ho were assembled on the quay. 

" Ah, num capitaine, charmede vous revoir, Buvdns un coup, 
rCest-cepas?*' said the proprietor of the cabaret, presenting a 
bottle of prime French brandy anda Uquor g^ass, to the captain, as 
lie entered. 

** Heureux voyage, ne^t-ce pas. Monsieur ? " 

*^ Qava bteuy* replied the captain, throwing the glass of liquor 
down his throat. " My apartments, if you please, and a bed for 
lUs lad. Tell Mr. Beaujou, the slopseller, to come here directly 
with some clothes foi^ him. Is Captain Dd)riseau here ? " 

** He is. Sir,— lost all Ms last cargo — obliged to throw over in 
deep water." 

" Never mind : he ran the two before — he can afford it." 

*' Ah, but Captain Ddi)riseau is in a very^^bad humour, never- 
fliele^. He called me an old cheat this morning*— c'esf tncroyable.** 

*^ Well, present my complunents to hjm, and say that I request 
the bcmdur of his company, if he is not otherwise engaged. Come, 
youngster." 

4 
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The huddlord of the cabaret ushered the ctq^mki of the skx^ and 
our hero, with many profound bows, into ai low dark room^ with 
only one window, the light from which was intercepted by a high 
wall, not four feet distant. Thelioor was paved with tjles^ the 
taUe was deal, not very dean,, iaaod the whitewashed walls were 
hung around with stiff di^wings of several smi^hng vessels, whose 
superior sailings^and consequent good fortune had rendered them 
^lebrated in the port of Gt^boui^. The straw had beqa lighted 
under some logs of wood on the hearth, which as yet emitted more . 
smoke than flame ; a few chairs, an old battered sofa, and an up- 
right press, completed the furniture. 

^^ I knew your beautiful sloop long before she came in — ^there's 
no mistaking her ; and I ordered the apartment de Monrieur to be 
(H^pared. CeH un joli appartemem, nes^ce pits. Monsieur ? so 
retired l" . With some forbearance, but vdth great judgment, 
the beauty of the prospect was not expatiated upon by the obse* 
quious Ismdlord. . 

'' It will do to smoke and eat in, Mons. Picardon, and that is aU 
that I require. , Now bring {u^ and tobacco, and take my message 
to Gsiptain Debriseau/' 

The latter gentleman and the pipes were ushered in at the sanae 
moment. ' ' 

''M*Elvina, my dear fellow, I am glad to see ijiat you have had 
better luck than I have had this last trip. Curses on the cutter. 
Sacristie/' continued Captain Debrisean, who was a imtive of 
Cuemsey, *•* the wmd favoured her three points after we were 
about, or I should have douUed him— ay^ smd have doubled the 
weight of the leathern bag too. Sacre nom de Dim" cpntinued 
he, grinding his teeth, and pulling a handful of hair ou^of his 
^ rdugh head, which could have spared as much as Absalom used to 
pull — " Que ga me fait btsquer / " 

" JBafc /—/awac* aller^ mon ami— sit dovm and take a pipe/' 
r^oined our captain. ^' Thi$ is but pettifoggmg work at the bestf 
it won't pay for the means of resistaiKje. My lugger will J}e ready 
in May, and then Fll see what a revenue cutter is made of. I was 
at Ostend last Christmas, and saw her. By Jove, she's a beauty ! 
She was planked above HiQ virater-mark then, and niust be nearly 
ready for launching by this time. I'll pass through the race but 
once more ; then adieu to darii nights and south-west gales— and 
huzza for a row of teeth, with the will| as weU as the power, to 
bite. Sixteen long nines, my boy !" , ^ 

^' Quick returns though, quick returns, messmate," answered 
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Debrisaatifi^errJBg lotiie CbeiNi>Q^ Bysieufi of am^l|^9ig» Wlli^ 
being his own means of liTdibood* he did not lik^ to bc^p clis-^ 
paraged. 

For the benefit o! those who hove no obje^lio^^ to, unitd a IHde 
information \nih amusement, I shall here ent^ j^ a few reHEi^rli^ 
relative to the smugg^Ung c2H*ried on between tb^ port of Cherboffirg 
and oar own coast,-^remising that my readers hay^ l^y ^Hkire 
approbation to ^p over a page or twp^ if ^they afe not an)ao«s t# 
kiiow anything £d)out tbe$e nefarious transactiipBS^ 

The port of Gherbourgi from its central sitoaticNEi, is b^^eir 
adapted tlian any other in France, for carryii^ on tUs trade witk 
the southern coast of ]&QgiaDd« Tile nearest port to it, m$ at 
which, therefore, the smu^^fling is principally oavried on, i^ the Bill 
of Portbnd, near to the fashionid)le waterjng^{^e6f Weymouth. 

The vessels en^loyed in tUs contraband tr^e> of which gin is 
the staqple commodity, are generally small luggers or sloops, froai 
for^ to sixty tons burthen^ In fine summ^ weaAert row-boa^ 
are occasi(»alIy employed ; but, as the run is only of twenty-foitr 
hours* duration, the dark nights and sottth->¥est gates are whit are 
diiefly depended upon. ^ i 

These vessels are not armed vdth an intei^n to resist i if tb^f 
f re perceived by the cruisers or rev^ue vessds^ b^re they arrive 
on the English coast, and are pursued, they are obliged (if nojt abli^ 
to escape, from sup^ior* sailing) tQ ttnrow over tbdr carg<^ in 
*^ deep water," and it is lost. The cargo is thrown oveiixmrd, to 
avmd the fiesialty and im[Hrisonment to which it would subject the 
crew«( as well as the confiscation of the vessel and cargo. If they 
reach the English coast, and are chased by the revenue vessels, or 
bave notice^ by signals from their agents on shore, that they 
are discovered, and cannot land thdr cargoes, ihey take the exact 
bearings and distances of several points of land, and mih heavy 
stones SB9k their tubs of spirits, which, are ahn^ys strung upon 
a hawser lO^e a row of beads. There the cargo is left, until they 
have an opportunity of goiing off in bdats to creep for it, which is ' 
by dragging large hooks at the bottom, until they catch the haw- 
sers, and regain possession of their tubs. Suqh is the precision 
with which theii; marks are taken, and their dexterity ^m con* 
dnual practice, that they seldom fail to recover their cargo. The 
profits of this coiy;raband trade are so great, that if two cargoes 
are lost, a third safely landed will inden^nif y the owners^ 

I must observe, ^much to the discredit of the parties who are 
concerned, that this ccmtraband trade ^ not carried m by in^ivi- 
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duifls, bttt by a company ; one hundred pound shares are taken of 
" a ^cuUaiofiy" the profits of whiqh are divided yearly; and 
many individuals residing on the coast who would be diought 
incapable ^f lending Uiemselves to such transactions, are known to 
be deeply interested. 

The smuggling from Havre and Ostend, etc., is confined to the 
coaEit of Ireland and the northern shores of England ; the cargoes 
are assorted and of great value : and as the voyage and risk are 
greater, they Are generally fast sailing vessels, well manned, and 
:a(rmed, to enable them to offer resistance, wh^ the disparity of 
force is «ottoo great on their side. 

Capt^n M'Elvina had taken lip the smugg^nTg trade between 
Cherbourg and Portland, to keep himself employed until a fine 
lugger of sixteen guns, the command of whidi had been promised 
him, and which was intended to run between Havre and the coast of ^ 
Ireland, should be ready ; whereas Captain Debriseau had been 
aU his life employed m the Cherbourg trade, and had no intention 
of quitting it. 

*• But what Tiave you got there, Mac?" said Debriseau, pomting 
with his pipe to our hero, who sat on the leathern sofa, rolled up in 
his uncouth attire ; ** is it a bear, or a boy ?" 

** A boy, that I pkiked up from a wreck. I am thinking whafl 
shall ^ with him*-he is a smart, bold lad.'* 

** By Jupiter 7* rejoined Debriseau, ** TH make him my Gany- 
mede, till he grows older." 

Had Willy been as learned in mythology as Captain Debriseap , 
he might have informed him that he had served in that capacity in 
his last situation under Mr. Bullock ; but although the names, as 
appertaining to a ship, werenot unknown to him, yet the attributes 
of the respective parties were a part of his education that old Adams 
had omitted. 

" He will be fit for anything," rejoined oui» captain, " if he wHI 
only be honest." 

"M'Elvina, said Debriseau, "you always have these words in 
your mouth, * be honest.' Now, as, between ourselves, I do not 
think that either you or I are leacGng very honest lives, allow me 
to ask you why, you continually harp upon hon*ty when we are 
alone ? I can easily understand the propriety of shamming a little 
before the worid." 

" Debriseau, had any other man said half as much, I would have 
started my grog in his face. It's no humbug oh my part. I 
naean it sincerely ; and, to prove it, I will now gye you a short 
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sketdi of my tile ; amd sifter you have beard jt^ I have noddubt but 
ihkt you wili acknowledge^ with ine, the truth of the old adage, 
chat * Honesty is thebest policy.' " ^ 
Bat Captain M'Mvina must have a chapter to himself. 



CHAPTER X: 

He tiath as fiae a hand at picking a pocket as a woman, and is as nimUe-Sngered as ajug- 
^Slef . If an unlucky sessioB does not cut the rope of his life, I pronounce he will be a great 
4nan in history. 

Beqgars' Operaf 

*^ It is an old proverb that * one half the world do not know 
how the other half live.' Add to it, nor where they live, and it will 
be as true. There is a class of people, of whose existence the 
public are too well aware ; but of whose resorts, and manners^ and 
customs, among their own fraternity, they are ,quite as ignorant 
now^ as they were (me hundred years back-* Like the Chines^ and 
the castes of the east, they never change their profession, but be- 
queath it from father to son, as an entailed estate from which they 
are to derive their subsistence. The class to which I refer consists 
of those members of the commtinity at large, who gain their Uveli^ 
hood by inserting their hands into the pockets of other people,— 
not but that all the world are doing the same thing, and haye, since 
the creation; but then it is only as amateurs; — the class I refer to 
do it profemomUy, which, you must observe, makes a vnde dif- 
ference. From this class I am lineally descended ; and, at an 
early age, was duly injtiated into all the mysteries of my profession. 
I could filch a handkerchief as soon as I was high' enough to reach 
a pocket, and was declared to be a most promising child. 

^' I must do my father and mother the justice to acknowledge, 
that while they initiated me in the mysteries of my future profesr 
sion, they did not attempt to conceal that there were certain dis- 
agreeable penalties attached to ' greatness ;' but, when prepared 
from our earliest years, we look forward to our fate with resignar 
tion : and as I was invariably told, after my return from. some dar- 
ing.feat, that my life would be a short and a merry one» I was not 



Digitized by 



Google 



disouiyed «l tMe words of wy ^>ropheiic ilidllier, who observed^ 

* Pilrick, ray boy, if you don't w«h to bring my grey hairs wkU 
sorrow to the grave, proimse me -to confine yourself to picking 
pockets ; you will Aen only be transpCNrted : but if you try your 
hand at higher wort, you'll be hung before you're twaaty/ My 
father, when T returned with a full assorted cargo, atid emptied my 
pockets into his hands^ with as much rapidity as I had transferred 
the contents 6f others into my own, used to look at me with a smile 
of pride and satisfaction, and/ shaking bis head, would e^cclaim— * 

* Pat, you'll certainly be* hung/ , 

*\ Accustomed, therefore, froim my infancy,^ to consider twenty 
sumniers, instead of threescore years ^d ten, i» the allotted spaoe 
of nry existence, I looked forward to. my exit from this world, by 
the new dcop^ with \he same fj^lcidity as ibd aobleman awaits tte 
time appointed fDi* the entrance of his body into the vault containing 
the dust of his ancestors. At the agfe of eleven years, I considered 
myself a full-grown man, dared all that man could do, and was a 
Constaot, but unwilling, attendant upon the police Office, where my 
ymith, and the promises of my mother that I should be reformed, 
assisted by showers of tear$ on her part, and by apparent in- 
genilousness on mine, frequently pleaded in my favour with the 
prosecutors. ^ 

** I often lamented, When at that early age, that my want of edu- 
cation prevented me from attempting the higher walks of our pro^ 
fession ; but this obj Wt of my ambition was gained at last. I had 
taken a pocket-book from a worthy Quaker, and, unfortunately, 
was perceived by a man at a shop windciw, who came out, collared, 
and ddivered me into the hands of Ute prim gentleman. Having 
first secured his property, he then walked with me and a police 
officer to Bow Street. My innocent face, and my tears, induced 
. the old gentleman, who was a member of the Philanthropic So- 
decy, not only not to prefer the charge against me, but to send me 
to the institution at fihckfriarsrroad. 

**I made rapid progress under their tuition, and after three 
years' close application on my part, and continual inculcation, on 
the part of my instructors, of the distinction between mettm and 
Ittwm, I was considered not only a very clever boy, but a reformed 
character. The Quaker gendeman, who had placed me in the in- 
stitution, and who was delighted with the successful results of his 
own penetration, selected nie as his servant, and took me home." 

^* Wdl, I am glad you were so soon reforined," said Debriseau. 
<* Where the dmVs my handkerchief?" 
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,*' Obv Fve not got it/' answered M^EIfina, UniglHtig. '' But 
you are as madi mistaken now as the Qiu^Ler' was at that time. A 
wiU beast may be tamed, and wil remain so; provided he be not 
permitted again to taste blood. Tben all his ferodbus propaosities 
wffl reappear, and prove that his education ha^ been thrown away. 
So it was with me^ At first, 1 fdt qo desire to retmn to my old 
employment ; and had not my master trolled me too much, I might 
have remained honest. Ycmi c^jm hear masters exdaimmg ag^st 
the di^ionesty (tf servants. I know it to.be a.£su^t, that most oS 
them have been made dishonest by the carelessness of their esH 
pbyers, in having allbw(^ tenptatioos to lie k their way, vrhioh 
were too strong to be resisted. My ^master u^ed to send me op to 
his bureau, £(Mr small sums wjiidi he required, out qf a ycltow can- 
vas bag, fuH of gold and silver. lamconvinced that he frequently 
used to give me the key, when in cxmqpany with his fri^ods, in or-^ 
der that, after I had Mt ibe rocuo, he might tell my hi^ory, and 
prme the beneficial elRfeets of the«odety. One day the ydbwbag 
iAi I,both disappeared. 

^^ I threw o^ the modest grey coat, in which I was ecpiipped, 
and soon procured more &shi(msJ^ attire. I looked m the glass, 
and scarcdy knew inyself ; I bad, therefore, no fear of beipgreoog- ' 
sSsed by my former master. , Not vmhmg to be idle, I hired myself 
out as tiger and vatet to a Young nobleman, yAio was spending ten 
thousand poimds a year upcm an afiowance ctf seven hundred. He 
was a con^)ielercme, and I mustgratefiilly own, that I learnt a great 
deal £r6m Mm, independently ci the seoret of tying my necju^ith 
cwrecdy; — but v^ soon parted.*' 

** How was tbsA T* said Debriscian, knocking the ashes out of his. 
pipe. 

^ Why, he hkd 8e9a*Jd diamond rings, and as he oidy wore two 
or 4faree at a lime, } sported the dbers at our parties. A nudicious 
Mow, wto was envious of the dash I cut, obsarved, in my hearing, 
that it was impossible to tell real stones from good, paste. I took' 
the bint, and, one by one, die diamcmds vanished, and paste usurp- 
ed timr places. Shortly after, die creditors, not bdug id)k to 
touch my master's money, or his person, seized his effects, and the 
dJamoad rings were simoat the oidy suljdes wh^ escaped. My 
flMster, vriio always lodted out for a rainy day, had collected these 
. rings as a. sort of ^tand-by, to ^^ raise the ^»^nd'' when required. 
fiy ill hick, be. took them to the same jewdler who had been em- 
I^yed by jne to mibstitme the paste, and to whofn I had sold the 
real stones. He came home in a great rage, accused me of disr 
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honesty, sad sent for a coi^tsd[)le. I told him, that I did not con- 
sider his conduct to be that of a gentleman, and wished him good 
moining. I had indeed intended to qnit him, as he was done ppl 
and only waited his retuni to tell him so. I had moved my trunks^ 
accordingly, before he was out of bed. I believe a few of his suits, 
and some of his Unen, were put in with mine, in my extreme haste ; 
but then he owed mewses. » 

. *^ When I wished his lordship good morning, 1 certainly imagined 
^at I had little more to learn ^ but I must acknowledge that I was 
mistaken. I knew that there was a dub eistablished for sehrantaf 
out of place, and had been a subscriber for two years,— ras there? 
lyere many advantages arising from it, independendy of economy^ 
I was now a member by right, whidi, as long as I was in place, I . 
was not. . To this club I repaired, and I soon found thui I, who fao^^ 
ded myself perfect, was but a tyro in the profession. It was agrand 
school certainly; and well organised. We had our president, vice^ 
president, auditors of accounts, corresponding members, and our 
secretary. Our seal was a bunch of green poplar rods, with * S^ 
vice w no inkeritance ' as a motto. 

" But not to weary you with a Ufe of adventures which would fiU 
volumes, I shall merely state, that I was in place, out of places fc^I- 
lowing up my profession in every way, with great credit among oiir 
fraternity, until, one day, I found myself, after a tedious confine-^ 
ment in Newgate, decorated with a yellow jacket; and pair of fet- 
ters, on board of a vessd of three hundred tons burthen, bound to 
New South Wales. We sailed for Sydney,- where I had been r^ 
commended by the gentleman in a hipge wig, to remain seven years 
for change of air. The same night that th^ vessel came into the 
cote, having more liberty than the rest of my shipmates, (from my 
good behaviour during the passage), I evad^ the sentry, and sKp- . 
ping down by the cable into the water, swam to a ship lying near, 
which, I had been informed, was to isail on the ensuing day for 
India. , 

" The captain being very short of hands, headed me up in a cask ; 
and, although the ves^ was not permitted to sail until very strict 
search- hkd been made for me, I was not discovered, and it was sup- 
posed that J had been drowned in making the attempt. Aware that 
it would not be gdod for Bjy hjealth to return previously to the ex- 
piration of the'sevai years, I determined to learn a new profession . 
— that of a sailor, for which I always hid a predilection ; besides, ilr 
quieted my consdence as to the improprie^ of not submitting to the 
just puni^m^t of the law, as you vrill acknowledge that seven years 
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at sea, aiid seven years' transportatioii, are one and ttie'same thing; 
From Batavia^ I went to Calcutta^ and worked before the mast in 
the country vessels to Bombay and the Persian Gulf, for four years, 
when I thought myself capable of taking higher rank in the service^ 
if I could get it ; especially as I had fjicked up sufficient navigation 
10 be able to work the ship's reckoning. 

** At. Calcutta I obtained a sifoation as -second-mate of ji fast- 
sailing schooner,. anployed in the smugding of opium into China, 
and, after three voyages^ rose, to the*^ office of chief mate. Had I 
remained anothef* voyage, I should have been captainof the vessel ; 
but my seven yelars were out, and J was anxious to refuni to Eng- 
land, and look the Robin Bed Breasts boldly in the face. I hadsaved 
aiough money tapay my passage, and was deterpnined to gb home 
like a gentleman, if I had not exactly gone put in that characteri 
What little cash remained after my passage was paid, I lost at play 
to an army officer, who was returning in the same ship. 

"When I landed at Portsmouth,. 1 retained a suit of *long togs,' 
as wp call them, and disposing of all the rest of my stock to the 
Jews, I started for London. On my arrival I found that my f£d;her 
and mother w^ere both dp^d, and I was meditating upon my future 
coarse of Ufe^ when an accident .determined me. , I picked up a 
pocket-book"— (here Captain Debriseau eyed him hard) — "I 
know what you mean," continued M*Elvina, ** but it was on the 
pavement, and^not m a pockety as ^ou would imply by your looks: 
It was full of slips and scraps of paper of all sorts, which I did not 
take the trouble to read. The only availablearticles it contained, 
were three one*pound notes. The owner's name and address were 
written on the first blank-leaf. I cannot tell what possessed me, 
but I had an irresistible desire to be honest, once in my life, and 
the temptation to be otherwise not being very great, I took the 
pocket-book to the address, and 'arrived at the house just as the old 
gentleman to \rtiom it belonged was giving directions to have it ad- 
vertised. He was in evident perti^rbatign at his loss — and I came 
just at the fortunate moment. He sdzed his book^vith rapture, 
examined all the papers, and counted over the bills and notes. 

*** Honesty is a scarce commodity, young man,' said he, as he 
passed the leathern tongue of the book through the strap; " You 
have brought me my book, withoutwaiting till a reward was offered. 
I desired my derk to offer twenty guineas in the advertisement— I 
will now give you a larger sum." He sat down, opened a checque- 
bode, and wrote me a draft on his banker. It was for one hundred 
pounds! I was profuse in my acknowledgments, whife he re- 
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placed hte bodc in Us isskte podLet, and bkttoned np Us coat. 
^Honesty is a scarce qpinmodity» youo^ Hum/ repeated he, ^ caU 
here to-morrow at one o'clodk, aod I will see jUF I cs^ be of any 
further service toyou/ 

** I reiurned to my lodgings m a very thou^itfiil mood. 1 was 
astonished at the old man's generosity, and still more ait my having 
honestly obtain^ so large a sum.* I went to bed, and r^Bected on 
what had passed. The words of thedd gentl^msm still rang in my 
€Surs — * Honesty is a scarce- commodity.' I communed wiA mysdf. 
Here I have been, neariy^U my life, exercising aU my talasts, esL- 
erting all my energies m dishonest practices^ and wbea did I, even 
at the most ;successfd hit, obtain, as. much money as I have by an 
honest^ct ? 1 recaHed the many days of smxious waiting that 1 had 
found necessary to accomplish a scheme of frauct— the doubtful suo* 
cess-pthe necessity of satisfying my associates — the inability of 
' turning into ready money the articles purloined until the hue an4 
cry was over — ^the trifling sum whidi F was d)liged to take from 
the purchasers of ^en articles, who knewtibat I was at thdr 
mercy — the destitute condition I occasionally* was in — aqd the life 
of constant anxiety that I had led. • 'These reflections forced the 
truth upcmtny mind^ that there was mc»^, in the end, to be gamed 
by honesty than by roguery. • 

** Once convinced, I (fetermined to lead a new life, and firom 
that moment 1 assumed as my niotlo, '' Honesty is the best policy.' 
Do you hear, youngster ?—* always be honest/ " 



CHAPTER XI. 



Through tattered clothes small vices do appear; 
Robes and furred gowns hide all. 



Willy, who was tired out wiUi the extreme m^ital and bodily 
exertion that he had undergone, gave no answer to M^Elvkia's in- 
junction, except a loud snore, which satisfied tfae captain that hi^ 
cautiofi in this instance v«as not tieard. 
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'' W^/' wd DdrisetM, after ii4Bfaort pause, '' how l(mg||p tUs 
honest fit last?" 

^* What do you mean?--How long did it last? Why, it has 
lasted,-^Qijptaiii Debriseeni,-^t; has lasted imUl now; and shall 
last, too, as long as ibis frame of mine fifaall hold together. Bat 
lo ]Mt>Geed. The n^t morning. I called upon die old genileman, 
accordiog to his request He again told me ^ iMmesty was a scarce 
fsoflamodity/ I could ba^e. ii|^(H^ed him that it had always be^ 
so with n», bat I k^ piy own counsdi. He then asked me, what 
were my profession and pursuits ? Now, as I had two profession^ 
to dioose between, a&d as piy Idstw^s considered to be just' as 
9i>aBdant kk die coou^odity he prized so much, as my former <me . 
was known to be deficient, I replied, that I was a sea-faring man^ 
^ Then I n^ay find some emfdoyment for you,' replied the old gen- 
' deman ; cuul haiingput scleral questionsto me as to the nature of 
Ihe iservice I had seen, he desired nie to take a walk till three 
o'dock, when be would be hap^y to see me at dhmer :-r-^ Well 
then be able t6 have a little conversation together, without being 
oveiiieard/ 

** I was cfxaot to my aj^intment, ailid my dd friaid, who was 
punctuality its^, did not aQow m^io remain in the parlour two 
minutes before dinbqr was on the table. As soon ais it was over, 
he dimissed the servgmt girl who au^^ded, and turned the key in 
ihe door.. After funding me on many points, during a rapid dis- 
eussion of the first bottle of port, he proceeded to inform me, that 
a friend of his wanted a smart fellow as captain of a vessel, if I 
wodd like the employment. This suited me; and he then observed, 
Ihat I must have 6ome notion of bow officers were managed, as 
I had been in the China trade, and that he thought that the 
vessdi was to be employed in the contraband tmde on the English^ 
coast. 

'' This starded ilie a little, for I was afraid that tjie old gende- 
man was laying a trap for my newly acquired commodity ; aiid I 
was sdxmt to refuse with some slight show of indignation^ when I 
perceived a chaise in his countenance, indicative of disapjpcHul- 
ment — so I only demurred until he had sufficient time to prove that 
there was no (ttshonesty in the transaction, when, being convinced 
that he was in earnest, I consented. Before the second botde ws^ 
finished, I found out that it was not for a frkndy but for himself, 
aid for O0e dF his own vessels, that he was anxious to procure a 
smsHt captain ; and Aat he had a large capital embariied in the 
concern, whidi was very profitaUe. The pocket-book, which I 



Digitized by 



Google 



60 THB KING*S OWN. 

• 

had i^rncfcl, was of no littk importance ; bad it foUai into other 
hands, it might have told tales. 

*4have now been three yearsin the old gentleman's employ, 
imd a generous good master he has been ; and his daughter is ti 
sweet pretty girL I lost my last vessd, but not until she had cleared 
him 10,000/. ; and now the old g^tleman is building me another at 
Havre. Not to be quite idle, I have in the mean time taken com- 
mand of one of their sloops ; for the old gentleman has a good many 
^aves'm the speculation, and his reconunendations are always at- 
tended to." ' 

V Void Monsieur BeaujoU, avec les habits^** said the mattre 
d*auberge, T)pening the door/ and ushering in the marchand de 
modes maritimesy with a huge bundle. 

"Now, then, boy, rouse out," said M'Elvina, shaking our hero 
for a long while, without any symptoms of recovering him from • 
hislethargy^ 

"Try him on the other tack," said the captain, lifting him off 
the sofo, and placing him upright on his 1^. 

" There's no sugar in it yet," said Willy, who was dreaming <that 
he was supplying the mulled claret to the old master's mate. 

" Ah," said Debriseau, laughing, " he thinks his mamma is giving 
him his tea." 

" The lying little rascal taW me this morning he had no mother^ 
Come, Mri William Seymour^ / Z^e/ieve"— (mimicking) "officer, I 
believe^dhy you're a nice honest boy; Have you a mother, or do 
you tell fibs in your sleep as weU as awake? * Be honest.' " 

The last words, that Willy had heard repeated so often during 
the day, not onlv unsealed his eyes, but recalled to his recollection 
where he was. 

"Now, my youngster^ let us rig you out; you recollect you 
stated that you were g(wng home for your outfit, and now Til give 
ydu one, that you may have one fib less on your consci^ce." 

By the gpnero^ity of M*Elvina*, Willy was soon fitted with two 
suits of clothes, requiring little alteration, and Mr. Beaujou, having 
received a further order for a supply of shirts,, and other artides 
necessary to complete, nuide his bow and disappeared^ ^ 

The two captains resumed their chairs, and our hero again coiled 
himself on the sofa, and in one minute was as sound adeep as be* 
fore. 

"And now, M*Elvina," resumed Debriseau, "I should like to 
know by what arguments your employer contrived to reconcile 
your present vocation with your punctilious regard for honesty? 
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For I iitiist confess, for my own pdrt, that aHboughi bs^e foBowed 
smuggling as a livelihood^i have never defended it as an honest caU^ 
ing, and have looked forward Mrilh occasional impatience to the time 
when I should be able to leave it off." 

"Defend it! Why FU jos^ repeat to you the arguments used 
by the old gentleman. They convinced me. As I said before, I 
am always open to conviction. Captain' Ddl)riseau, you will ac- 
knowledge, I trust, that laws are made for the 1)enefit of aU parties, 
high and low, rich and poor?" 
- "Granted." 

"You'll allow, also, that, law-makers should not be law-break- 
ers ; and that if they are so, they cannot expect that others will re- • 
gard what'.they disregard themselves." 

"Granted also." 

" Once more— by the laws of our^ country, the receiver is 9s bad 
9& the thief, and they who in^gate others to commit an ofiTence, are 
equally guilty with the offending party." 

" It cannot be dented," rejJied Debriseau. . 

"Then you have acceded to all the propositions that I wish, and 
WjS shall come to an undeni£d>le ^d mathematical conclusion. Ob- 
serve, law-makers should not be law-breakers. Who enacted these 
laws? — ^the aristocracy of the nation, seated in their respective 
hot|ses, the Lords and the Commons. Go, any i^ight you please, 
to the opera, or any other place of public resort, in which you can 
have a view of their wives and daughters. Til s^ke my exigence 
diat every female there shall be dizened out in some contraband ar- 
ticle of dress — not one but shall prove to be a receiver of smuggled 
goods, and, therefore, as bad as those whom they have instigated 
to infringe the laws of their country^ If th^re were no demand, 
there would be no supply." 

" Surely they don't dll drink gin?" replied Debriseau. 

"Drrnkgrn! You're thinking of your d—d Cherbourg trade — 
your ideas are confined. Is there nothing smuggled besides gin? 
Now, if the husbands and fathers of these ladies,— those who have 
tfiem^lves enacted the law^ — wihk at their infringement^ why 
should not others do so ? The only distinction between the equally 
offending parties is, that those who are in power, — who possess all 
the comforts and luxuries which this wofld can afford, — ^who offend 
the laws from vanity and caprice, and entice the needy to adminis- 
ter to their love of display, are protected and unpunished ; while 
the adventurous seaman, whose means of supporting his family 
depend upon his administering to their wishes, or the poor devil 
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y9iiko is unfertmMely ^tacted with a gidion Of ^tfrhs, it tfaltiWt 
into gaol.as if be were fi felon, 'fherfe cannot be one law for the 
rich, and another for the poor, Debrisean. Whad I hear that the 
wives of the aristocracy have |;)een seized by the revenud officei«^ 
that the contrfd)and articles which they wear have been tsiam off 
their backs, and that they have been ^ntenced to twelve^ months 
imprisonment by a conmnttal from the magistrate, then-^^inid not 
tin then— will I acknowledge omr precession to be ttishonesL*^ 

* << Very true," said Debriseau ; ^' it shows tb^ ftdly of mm attempt^ 
jng to make laws for their masters.*' 

.* ^^Isiti^tshodung/'contiiiued M'lElhiaa, '^to reflect npOQ the 
* conduct of the miigistrate, who has just sentenced perhaps four or 
five unhappy wretches to a dungeon for an ofience agiainst these 
laws?* He leaves the seat of Justice, and return^ to the bosom of 
his famfly. Hear bi$ vnfe," (mhnicking)^*-** * Well, my dear, you're 
come at last— dinner has beei^ put biK^k this half hour. I tlH>ugfait 
you would neyer have finished wkh those odioos snmggleM/— * 

* Why, my love, it was a very dtffieuh case trfprovd; bnt we ma- 
naged it at hist, and I h^ve signed the warrant for their committal 
to the county gaoL They're sad trouUesome fdlows, tfaes^ atn^^ 
glers/— Now lodk at the lady : * What dress is that yon piit on to 
greet your husband ? ' ^ Gros d6 Naples de Lyons.'— ^ The lace it U 
trimmed with?\ ^ValendennesZ—r^Yonr glov^, Ibdarii?' *Fa- 
brique de Paris/ — ' Your ribbons, your shoes, ycior hamft^xhitf ?' 
All, an contraband^-^Worthy magistrate, if you would hold thd 
scales of Justice with an even t^md, make out. on4 mote mitlimtfs 
before you sit down to table« Send yo6r wife to hii^^ui^ i twelten 
month in compmiy with the poor smugglers^ and ^n 'to dinner 
^vith what aj^tite ypu may/ And now, Debriseftu, have I con-» 
vi^ced you that I may fojlow my present adiing» and still say ' ^^r 
honest?**: 

"Why, ves, I tUnk we both may ; but would not this evil be re- 
moved by free trade?" 

"Heav«a forbid!" repBed M^I^vina, laughi^; "then iher^ 
wouldbe no smtt9()f/%/* 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Love me, loTe my dog. 



Ptwerb, 



It is the misforuine of those who have beeti m constmtt habits 
of deceit, that they always imagine others are attempting ^be ^me 
dishonest practicesu For some tin^, M'Elvina felt convince that our 
little haro had swetVed from truth in the accomit yrhidi he gave of 
hintsdf ; and it was not untif after repeated catediiamgs, in which 
he found that, sltrang^ and impr<d)ahle as the niarradre appeared, 
Willy never altered from or contradicted his original statem^t, 
that he believed the boy to be as lH»iest smd ingenuous as might have 
be^ inferred frcfttk his prepossessing countenance. 

To tMs convidion^ however, did he arrive at last ; and our hero^ 
who seemed no sk)oner to have lost dne protector, than to hate the 
' good fortune to find another— became the fevourite and companioB 
of his new captain, instead of his domestic, as had been origmalty 
contemplated. A hid of Willy's age, who is treated wiUi kindness 
and consideraiion, is soon attached, and becomes reconciled to any 
drcumststaces. It was a matter of indiflference to our hero, whether 
be was on the quarter-deck of a man-of-war, or in the cabin of a 
smugging doop. Gontenteilvrith his present lot,— with the happy 
thougbtlesffiiess of youtb, |ie neve^ permitted the future to disttnrb 
his repo^^ or affect his digestion, .' 

WiHy had been nearly a mcmth at Cherbourg vi^ben M'ElviifiL's 
sloop took in another cargo* ^^ WiUy," said M'Elvina, one evening 
as they sat together in the apartment at the cabaret, *' to-morrow I 
shall, in all probalnlity, sail for ^ Eiig^ coast* I have been 
thiidungwhatlshaU (towithyou; I do not mudi like parting with 
you ; but, cm reflection, I think it vrijl be better that I should leave 
youbehmd. YoU can be of no use, and may be in the way if we 
should be oUiged to take to our boat/' 

Willy |)leaded hard against this arrangement. "I never have a 
foead but I h)6e him diigectly," said the boy, and the tears started 
into ^ eyes. 

** I trust yon w91 mH lose me, mf dear fellow,' replied M'Elvitia, 
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moved at this proof of affection ; '^ but I must eitpkun to you why I 
leave you. In the first plac€f' added he, laughing, " with that mark 
on your §)iQtiIder, it would be felony, without benefit of dergy, for 
you to be foupd in my possesision ; but of that I would run the risk. 
My serious reasons are as follow : — ^If this trip proves fortunate^ I 
shall not return to Cherbourg. I have business of importance in 
London, which may require my presence for some weeks in that 
metropolis and its vicinity! I told you before, that I am about to 
take the command of a very different vessel from this paltry sloop, 
and upon a more dangerous service. In four or five months she 
will be ready to sail, and during that time I shUl be constantly on 
the move, and shall hardly know what to do with you. Now, Willy^ 
you are not aware of the advantages of education — I am : and as 
mine was ;given to me by strangers, so wiD I in return bestow as 
much upon you as I can afford. You' must, therefore, go to school 
until my renirn. You will at least acquire the French language, 
and you will find that of no little use to you hereafter.'' 

Willy, accustomed to discipline and to t»>eathe the air of pasrive 
obedience, submitted witliout raising any more objections. Ddbri* 
^eau joined, and they all three sallied forth to make arrangements 
for placing our hero " en peiision" where they had been recom- 
mended. Having effected this, they agreed to loonge on the Place 
d'Armestill sunset, when they took possession of one of the bendbes.. 
M^Elvina. and Debriseau lighted their cigars, and puffed away ift 
silence, while WiUy amused himself with watching the promenadei^ 
as they passed in review before him. * . 

They had not remained there many minutes, When a poodle- 
dog, bien tonduy and ivfaite as a sheep from the river before the 
day of shearing, walked up to them with an air of sagacious curio- 
sity, and looked M'Elvina steadfastly in the . face. M'Elvina, 
taking hiscigsir fi^om his mouth, held it to the dog, who ran up to it, 
as if to smell it ; the lighted end coming in contact rwilh his cold 
nose, induced the animal to set up a loud yell, and retreat to his 
master mudi faster than he came, passing first one fore-paw. and 
then the other over his nose, to Wipe away the pain, iii such a 
ridiculous manner as to excite loud merriment, not ody from ^uf 
party, on the bench, but also from othei^ who had witnessed the 
scene. 

^' So much for curiosity," said M^Elvina, continuing his mirth. 
The proprietor of the dog, a young Frenchman, dressed very mticli 
** en calicot," did not, however, seem quite so much amused wA . 
this practical joke ; he cocked bis bat fiercely <m one side, raised 
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. Us figiii*e to the utmost of its height, and walking np, m grand 
militaircy addressed M*Elvina with, ^^ Comment, Monsieur, voiis 
avez fan une grande betis^ la — vous viinsuUez — " 

"I think I had belter not understand French," said M'Elvina, 
iside to Debriseau ; then turning to the Frenchman, with a grave 
'fece, and air of incemprehension,-^** What did you say, Sir?" 

** Ah ! you are IngUsman. You not sp^k French?"— M'Elvina 
shook his head, and began to puff away his cigar. 

"Den, Sare, if you not spe^k de French langag^, I speak de 
Englis, like yon natif, andLtell you, Sare, que vousm' avez insuUe, 
Got for dam !^you b.ur» my dog no^e ; vat you mean, Sare ? " 

" The dog burnt hisowifi nose," answered M*EIvina, ipildly. ' 
* ♦ " Vat you mean ? de dog bum his own nose ! How is a dog 
. cap-able to>burn his own nose? Sare, you put de cigar to my dog 
nos^. I must have de satisfaction, or (k a'pology, tout de suite.*' 

" But, I have nol insult^ you/" * : 

" Sare, you insult my dog— he is von and de same ting— mon 
chien esttm chien de sentiment. He feel de affront all de same vid 
me — ^I feel 'de affront all de same vid him. Vous navez qua choisir. 
Monsieur — " 

"Betwe^ you and your dog," answered M*E)vini — **Well, 
then, rd rather fight the dog," 

** Bah ! fight de dog — de dog cannpt fight, Sare : maisje suit 
son maitre et son ami, jgid I vill fight for him." 

"Well, then. Monsieur, I did fnsult your dog, I must acknow- 
ledge, and I will give him the satisfaction wi\icli you require." 

" And how vill you give de satisfaction to de dog?" 

" Why, Sir, you said just now, that he ^ was un chien de beaucoup 
de sentiment ; — if he is so, he will accept and properly appreciate my 
apology." 

" Ah, Sare," replied the Freuchman,^ relaxing the stern wrinkle* 
of his brow, " cest bien dit ; yoll will mak^ de apology to de dog. 
Sans doute, he is de principal, I am only de second. Cest une 
affaire drratigee. Mou^stache, viens ici. Moustache.** (The dog came 
up to his master.) " Monsieur est tres-fdche de t* avoir brule le 
nez:* ' : ^ * ■ " ■ ■ 

" Monsieur Moustache," said M'Elvina, taking off his hat, with 
mpek gravity, to the dog, who seemed determined to keep at a 
respectful distance, "* J£J vous demande miiie excuses.** 

" Ah! que cestchamiant /" cried some of life fair sex, who, 
as well as the men, had been attracted by, and were Ustening to the 
dispute. " QueMimsieur CAn^eis est drdle I et voyez Moustache, 
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camme U a I'mr cetUetU ! — vraiment^ cest un ckten (Fefprtt J^lez, , 
Moustache" said his roaster, who was now all smiles, *^donne% la 
patie a Monsieur — donnex done. ' Ah, Sare, he forgive you, I am 
very sure — U ne garde pas rancune; but he is afraid of de cigar. . 
De burnt shild dred de vatery as your great Shakq[>eare say." 

^^ Cea un ehien de talent : it a beaucoup de sentiment. Je sms* 
Uen fitche de C avoir blesse. Monsieur " 
^^ Et Monsieur parte Frangois ?" 

'M should esteem myself fortunate, if I spoke your language as 
wellas you do mine,'* replied H^Elvioa, in Frendi; 

'^his compliment, before so many by-standers, eompletely won 
the heart of the vain and choleric Frenchman. 

*' Ah, Sare, you are too complaisant. I hope 1 shall have dfe* 
pleasure to make your acquaintance. Je mappeUe Monsieur • 
Auguste de Poivre. TcA thonneur de vous presenter une carte 
d'adresse, I live on de tflp of "my mother's — sur tentresot JJfy 
nK)ther live on de ground-^<;;e de chaussie* Madame ma mbrcsvUi 
be delighted to receive a Monsieur of so much vit and adresse." 
So saying, away went Monisieur Auguste de Poivre, followed by 
Moustache, who was ** alLvon and de same ting.*' 

'' Well, we live and learn," said M'Elvina, laughing, as soon as 
the Frenchman was at a little 'distancie ; **l never thought that I 
should have made an apotegy to a dogV 

** Oh, but," replied Debriseau, '♦you forget that he, was un 
chien de sentiment .'* * 

'' You may imagine from my behaviour, that I consider him a 
wiser puppy than his master, for he ran away from fire, whereas 
his master tried all he could to get into it. Some of our country- 
men would have humoured him, and turned a comedy into a 
tragedy— I "set a proper value on my life, and do not chose to risk 
it about trifles." * 

'' There has be^ more than one valuable life throvm away about 
a dog in my remembrance," said Debriseau. '*I think you be- 
haved in a sensible manner to get rid of the affair as you did ; but 
you would have (tone better not to lyive burnt the dog's nosp." 

"Granted," replied M*Elvina;> "the more so, as I. have often 
remarked, that there is no object in the world, except your 
duldren or your own self, in which the meum is so powerful, amf 
the tuum so weak. You caress your ovmdog, and kick a strang^ 
one ; you are plJised with the clamorous baring of your own cur, 
and you curse the same noise from another. The feeling is as 
poweriiil, almc^t, as that of a moUier who thinks, her own ugly 
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cab a dv^i4) compared to others, and 'm squallings the music of 
' the spheres. It is because there is no being that administers so 
iaudi to the self-love of his master. He submits, with humiUty, 
to the blows inflicted in the moment of irritation^ and licks the 
hand that corrects. He bears no revengeful feelings, and is ready 
^to fondle and caress you the moment that your good humour 
returns. He is, tvhat man l6oks in vain for among his kind, a 
feithful friend, without (joritradiction, — the very perfection* of a 
slave. The abject submission on his part, which would induce you 
to despise him, becomes a merit, when you consider his courage, . 
hi^ fidelity, and his latitude. I jcannot think what Mahomet was 
about whep he pronounced his fiat against them, as unclean" 

" Well," said.Debriseau, ** 1 agree with Mahomet that they are 
not clean, especially puppies. There's that little bealst at Monsieur 
Picardoii's. I declare—" ^' 

" Pooh," interrupted M*Elvina, laughing, "I don't mean it in 
that sense — I mean that, .in a despotic country, the conduct of a 
dog towards his master should be held up as an example for imita- 
. itioQ ; and I think that the banner of tlie Moslem $$hould have borne 
the dog instead of the crescent, as an emblem of blind fidelity and 
tacit submission." 

," That's very true," said Debriseau ; " but nevertheless, I wish 
* Mademoiselle's puppy were either taught manne^rs or thrown over 
th^quay." 

" Ce n'est pas un chien de seruttnent,** replied M*Elvina, laughing. 
•*-" But It is nearly dark. Allons au cabaret/^ 

They returned to the inn; and the wind, on the ensuing morning, 
bbwing strong fr^m a favourable quarter, Willy and Debriseau 
accmnpanied M*Elvina down to tliemole, from whence he em- 
barked on board of the sloop, which was already under weigh, 
and m the course of an hour was out of sight. 
• On the following day. Captain Debriseau accompanied Wil^Y ^^ 
Aet pension, where our hero remained nearly five months, occa- 
sionally vi^ted by the Guernsey Captain, when he returned from 
his smuggling trips, and, more rarely, receiving a letter from 
M*Elvina, who had safely landed his cargo, and was latterly at 
Havre, superintending the fitting out of his new vessel. Our hero 
made good progress during the few months that he remained at the 
pension, and when M*Elvina returned to take him away, not only 
could speak the French language with fluency, but had also made 
considerable progress in what Sir W. C. used to desigtiate in his 
toast, as "the three R's,"—m., "Reading, 'Riting, and 'Rithmetic." 
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/**Nowhero. I. was not on the ship's books until a (k^6r two 
tefpre I left her." 

* ** Then you must be a powdier monkey, with me ; you can hand 
powder up, i^ you can dd nothin| e!se." , 

"lean do more," replied Wmy, proudly, ^*Ican roll shells 
overboard.", . - . • * 

" Ay, .ay, so you can i I forgot that. I suppose I mu§t put you 
oil the quarter-deck, and make an officer of ybuy as Captain M — p 
Hitended to do." 

'" I mean to stand by, you when we fight," said Willv, taking 
M*Elvina's hand. . " . • ^ 

." Thank you^that may not be so lucky. 4'm rather super- 
stitious; and, if I recollect, right, your old friend*Adams had that 
honour when he was killed." . v ' 

The name of old Adams being m^itioned made Willy silent and 
jmhappy . M*Elvina perceived it ; the conversation was dropped ; ' 
and Aey returned home. ^ - 

. . A few days afterwards. La Belle Susanne sailed , amidst the shouts 
and vivas of the multitude collected on the pier, and a ijbousand 
wishes for ** succes/' and " ban voyage"— the bpilder clappihg his 
hands, and skipping with all the simial ecstasy of a Frenchman, at 
flie encomiums lavished upon his vessel, as she cleaved through the 
water with the undeviating rapidity of a Barra Couta. But the 
mus^ and the shouts, and the builder, and the pier that he capered 
ai, were soon out of sight; and our hero was once more confiding^ 
in the trackl^s and treacherous ocean. 

' " Well, she does walk," said Phillips, who had followed the for- 
tunes of his captain, and was now looking over the quarter of the 
vessef. " She must be a clipper . as catches us with the tacks on' 
board. Right in the wind's eye too ; clean full.* By the powers, I 
believe if you were to Kft her, she would lay a point on the other 
.sideof the wind.7 . 

** Get another pull of the fore-haulyards, my lads," cried M*E1- 
vina. ** These new ropes stretch most confoundedly. There, 
belay all that ; take a severe turn, and don't come up an inch." 

. The breeze, freshened, and the lugger flew through the water, 
dashing the white spray from, her bows into the air, where it formed 
little rainbow^, as it was pierced by the beams of the setting sun. 

**We shall have a fine night, and light weather towards the 
morning, I think," said^the fir^t-mate, addressing M'Elvina. 

"I think so too. Turn the hands up to muster by the quarter- 
bill. We'lMoad the;guns as soon as the lights are out ; let the gun- 
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mv fiUf (f ty romids, and desire the ^arp^i^ to ntif (^ Aa iNHeh- 
way-screens. Let them be rolled up and stopped. We'll keep 
them up for a ^U ducy till we return to Havre*" 

The crew of the lugger were now samu^oed oa deck by the <^ 
of the boatswain, i|nd haying beeffaddressed by Captain M'Elvina 
upon the absolute neqessity of activity and preparation, in a service 
of such peculiar, risk, they loaded the guns^ and secured them for 
the night. , - . . * 

The crew consisted of about eighty or ninety lilnglishmen, jwit oi^ 
the full complimeal of oae>bMndred and thirty men; the remainder 
was composed ©f Frenchmen, and other continental advei^ttrers^ 
Although the resp^tive countries were at vamBee^ the snb^6(c$sQf 
each had shakeq hands, that they nught.^ssisl; eadi other in vioidliog 
{he laws. The quiet and su)>ordination of a kill's sh4> were ikH 
to' be expected here:-4Qud ^d qbstreperpqs mirth, ^]«(^m)Bal 
quarreUittg, a^s one party, by accident or inteatioii,. ^ifounded die • 
national pride of the other ;^ French, £nglish,^UAdIrisb^ spcd^i^alter^ . 
hately, or at the same mojuent^-^reated ai degree of con£ijisi(Hi, . 
which proved that the rems of government were held^ightly by ^mi 
captain in matters of small importance ; but„ although th<^ \^«& % 
general freedoth of manner,, and independence o£ addre^. stitt Im 
authority Mfas acknowledged, and hi& orders ino^Uqitly obeyed. R. 
was a ship's coQipany which pulled every way,y as ^ ^ying v^ ' 
when there was niothing to demand uniou; but,^ let diffieidtycir 
danger appear, and all their squabbling'was forgotten, or peserveft 
for a more seasonable Qpportm^y : then they all puiM togistkery, 
those of each nation vyuigm taking the leadas^ setting an e^mple 
* to the other. "^ 

- Such was the crew of the lugger which M'Elvma commanded^ att 
of whom were picked men, remarkable i^r their strength apd 
activity. 

As the first-mate had predicted, the wmd fell light aft^ mid- . 
nigjht, and at (kwu of day the lugger was gliding through the 
smobth water, at the rate of three or four miles an hour, shrouded 
in a thick fog. The sun rose, and had gained about tweiity der 
grees of altitude, wh^en M'Elvina beat to quarters, that he mig^( 
accustom his men to the exercise of the guns. The, rays of the m» 
had not power to pierce through the fog ; and, shoru of his beams^ 
he had more the appearance of an overgrown n^ipon, or was, as^ 
Phillips quaintly observed, "like a man disguised in woman'a 
attune." 

The exercise of the guns had not long cqntinaiwl,- when tbe 
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breaie fireih^Qed op, and the fog began paniaHy to dbperse. Wilff ^ 
who was percbed oa the rouikl-house abaft, observed a dai'k mass, 
loomifi^ through the mi^t on the weather beam. ^' Is that a vessel?'' 
said Willy, pointing it outto the£rst-aiate, M[ho was standing near 
M'ElviUa; ^ * 

** Indeed it is, my boy," replied the mate, " you've a sharp eye 
of your own." 

M*Elvina's glass was already^ on the object. **A cutter, right 
W(»*e the wind, c<miing'down to ns; a government vessel, of sOme 
sort or another, FU swear. I trust she's a revenue cruiser— I have 
an account to satle with those gentlemen. Stay at your <piarters, 
my lads--Jiand up shot, and open the magazine !" 
, The powerful rays of the sun, assisted by the increasing wind; 
now rdled away the fog &om tu*ound the vessels, which had a peif- 
foct view of each other. They were distant about two miles, and the 
, blue water was strongly rippled by the breeze which had sprung up. 
llie lugger continued her course on a wind, while the cutter bdre 
down towards her, with aU the sail ttett she could tfirow out. The 
fi^ continued to dear away, until there was an open space of about 
three or four miles in diameter. But it Istill remained folded up in 
deep masses,' forming ^ wall on every side, which obscured the bo*- 
rizon from their sight. It app^red as if nature had gratuitously 
cleared away a sufficient portion of the mist, and had thus arranged 
a littl^ amphitheatre for the approaching' combat between the two 



* * His colours are up, Sir. Revenue stripes, by the Lord I" cried 
Phillips. 

"Then all's r%ht," rephed M*Elvina. ' 

The outter had now run down within half a mile of the lugger, 
who had continued her course with the most perfect nondialance — 
wHen she rounded-to. The commander of the vessd, awarei at 
the first discovery ef the lugger, that she could be no other than an 
€ii^ny, who would most probably give him some trouble, had 
made every preparation for the engagement. , ^ 

" Shallwe hoist any colours, Sir?" said thefirst-*mate to M^Elvina, 

* * No— if we hoist English, he will not x^mmence action until he 
has made the private signal, and all planner of parleying, whidi is 
quite nnnecessary. He knows what we are, well enough." 

* * Shall we hoist a French ensign. Sir ? " ' 

**No; rU fight under no other colours than those of old Eng- 
bad, even wli^n I resist her authority." 
A long column c^ white smoke now rcriled sdong the surfece of 
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to return the fire of her opponent. Her fore-stay and haulyards 
bad. been cut away, her fore-sail was down on deck, and her jS) 
Ifuig overboard, under her bows. ' 

**1 think that will do,'' said M'Elvina to the first-mate. " We» 
had better be off now, fordur guns will be sure to bring down 
sonae of the cruisers ; and, if she surrendered, I could not take 
possesion' of her. Let'^s give her a painting broadside ai)d three 
^cheers." * ' * 

M^£lvina's ordfers were obeyed ; 4)ut not one gun was returned 

by the cutter-:^**Starboard a Kttle ; keep her away now, and we'll 

dose, and stand'ahead of her, th^t she may read our name on the 

- stem. It's a pity they should not kpow to whom they are indebted. 

They'Uteotforget La Belle Susanne." ' * 

Th6 cutler had not been left a mile astern before the breeze 
fipeshened, and the fijg began rapidly to disperse ; and Phillips, who 
continued at the cpnn, perceived, through the haze, a large vessel 
bearing do\m towards them. 

"High titoe that we were off, indeed, captain: for there's a 

truiser, if I mistake not. A gun here is the same to the cruisers, as 

a splash in the water is to the ground, sharks at Antigua; up they 

■ ail come, to see what is to be had. We shall havea dozen of theiii 

above the horizon before two hours are over our heads:" - 

M*Elyina, who had his glass fixed upon the vessel, soon made 
her out to be a frigate, coming down under a press of saH, at- 
tracted, as PhilMps had remarked, by the reports of the guns. 
What made the affair more serious was, that she was evidently 
bringing down'a strong breeze, which the lugger, ' although steer- 
ing large, had not yet obtained. Moreover, the fog had dispersed 
in all directions, and the frigate neared them fast. 

** B 1 the cutter ! " said the,first-iiiate ; ** we shall pay dearly 

for our Mark.'" ^ 

**This isco/ifoundedly unlucky," replied M*Elvina;** she brings 
the wind down with her, and won't part with a breath of it. How- 
ever, 'faint heart never won fair lady.' Keep her away two points 
%iore. Clap every thing on her. We *11 iveazher her yet." 

' The breezjB that ran along the water in advance of the frigate, 
now began to be felt by the lugger, who again dashed the foam- 
' ing water from her bows, as she darted through the wave : but it 
was a point of sailing at which a frigate has always an advantage 
over a small vessel ; and M'Elvina having gradually edged away so 
as to bring the three masts of his pursuer apparently into one, per- 
ceived that the frigate was rapidly clo^ng with him. 
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The crew of tbe lugger, who hsA been ^Si m^imenitLt the $ue- 
cessf ul terminatipn of tbe late combat, (for not (me man bad been 
killed or severely wounded), no^ paced the deck, or looked over the 
bulwark with serious and foreboding aspects ; the foreigners par- 
ticularly b^[an to Ourse their fate, and considered their voyage and 
anticipated profits at an end. M'Elvina, pwceiving their discontent, 
ordered the men aft, and addressed them : — 
* ** My lads, I have often be^n in a worse scraps, and have wea* 
thered it ; nor do I kbow but what we may yet manage to get out 
of this, if you will pay strict attention to my orders,' and behave iia 
that cool and* brave manner which I have reason to expect feom 
you. Much, if not sdl, depends upon whether the captain of that * 
frigate is a * new hand * or not : — ^if he is an old Channel gr^aer, we 
shall have some difficulty ; but, however, we will try for it, and if 
' we do not succeed, at least we shall have the satisfaction of knowing 
that we did our best both for ourselves and our employers." . 

M*Eivina then proceeded [to explain to his crew the manoeuvre 
that he intended to practise,* to obtain the weather gage of the 
frigate, upon which their only chai\ce of escape would depend, 
and the men returned to their stations, if not contented, at least 
with increased confidence in their captain, and strong hopes of 
success. 

As the day closed, the firigate was within a mile of the lugger, 
and coming ilp with^him hand over hand; The breeze was strongs 
and the water was no longer in ripples, but curled over in diort 
v?aves to the influence of the blast. The frigate yawed a little — ^the 
smoke from her l)ow-chaser ^as followed by an instantaneous re- 
port, and tbe shot dashed into the water close under the stern of 
the lugger. "Sit down under the bulwarks; sit down, my lads, 
and keep all fast," said M'Elvina. ** He'll soon be tired of that ; 
be has loSst more than a cable's lenffti already." M*Elvina was cor^ 
rect in his supposition ; the commander of the frigate perceived that 
h^ had lost too much ground by deviating from his course, and the 
evening was closing in. Be fired no more. Both vessels continued 
theu* course,— the smuggler particularly attentive in keeping trtl 
three masts of her pursuer in one, to prev^t her from firing inta 
h^, or to oblige her to drop astern if she did. 

Half an hour more, and as the sun's lower limb touched tbe ho- 
rizon; the frigate was within musket shot of the lugger, and the * 
marines, who had been ordered forward, omima^c^ a fieavy fire 
upon her, to induce her to lower her saib and surrender ;— but in 
vain ; hy the directions of thdr captain, the men sheltered diemselves 
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under the bulwarics, and the vessel continued bercQurset withaD 
her sails, expanded to the breeze. 

A few minutes more and sl^e was right under the bows of the 
frigate, who now prepared tp round to, and pour a broadside into 
her for her temerity. M'Elvina watched their motions attentively, 
and as the frigate yawed to with all her sails set, he gave the order 
to lower away ; and the ^9$ of the lugger were in an instant down 
on the deck, in token of submission. . 

**Helm hard a-lee, now— keep a little bit of the'mizeaup> Phil-* 
lips — they won't observe it." t 

** Marines, cease firing, — hands, shorten sail, andclear away the 
first cutter," were thjB orders given on board the frigate, and dis- 
tinctly heard by the smugglers ; but the heavy press of sail that the 
frigate was obKged to carry to come up with the chase, was not S9 
soon to be reduced as that of a small vessel— and, as she rounded-to 
with sfnddmg-sails betow and aloft, ^heshot past thekigger, and 
Mk; her on her quarts. 

** Now 's your tin^, my men. Hoist away the jib-sheet to I'Hnd- 
waird.^— The higger paid off as the wind caught the sail.-" AH 's 
r^bt. Up with the lugs.'* 

The order was obeyed as an order generally is by men working 
for tbdr escape from what they most dreaded, poverty and im- 
pr»0B]»ent; and before the frigate could reduce her s^Us, which 
were BK)re than she could carry on a wind, the lugger hfd shot 
away on ber weather quarter, and was a quarter of a nfiiTin ad- • 
vme^ Thefrigatetaeked after her, firinggun after gun, but without 
snceess. Fik'tune favoured M*Elvina ; and the shades of night spon 
hid Ae lugger from the sight of her irritated and disappointed 
pursuers. A fcmger career was before La Bdfe Susanne : she 
was aot le be taken that time. 
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CHAFFER XIV. 



A fidierman he had been in his youth ; 
Bat other speculations were, in sooth, 
Added to his connexion with the sea. 
Perhaps not so respectable, in truth, 

He had an only Daughter. 

Don Juan. 



Not possessing a proinpter*& whisde, we must u^, as a substitute^ 
the boatswain's call, and; at his shrill pipe, we change the scene to 
a back parlour in one of the most confined streets at the east end 
of England's proud and wealthy metropolis. The dramatis persones 
are an elderly apd corpulent personage, with as Utile of fashion in . 
his appearance as in his residence ; and a young female of about 
twenty years of age, with expressive and beautiful featurcfs, but 
wanting " the damask on the cheek," the true value of which the 
fair sej^ well appreciate, that, if not indebted for it to nature, 
. they affipo apt to resort to art for an unworthy imitation. 

The first mentioned of these two personages was busy examin- 
ing, through his spectacles, some papers which lay on the table 
befoi'e him, — occasionally diverted from his task by the pertinacity 
of some flies^ which seemed to have taken a particular fancy to his 
bald forehead and scalp, which, in spite of his constant brushing off, 
they thought proper to consider as a pleasant and smooth sort of 
coursing-plain, placed there (probably in their ideas) solely ^for 
their amusement. Part of a decanter of wine, and the remains of 
a desert, crowded the small table at which he sat, and added to the 
general air of confinement which peVvaded the whole. 

" It*s very hot, my dear, open the window, and let us have a 
little air." 

" Oh, father,*' replied the young woman, who rose to throw 
up the sash, **you don't know how I pine for fresh air. How 
long do you intend to continue this life of constant toil and priva- 
tion?" 

" How long, my dear? .Why, I presume you do not wish to 
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Starve — you would not be very well please^ ift when yOu appH<^ 
for money, as you do every week at Uast^ I were to tell you that tbtf 
bag was empty." * ^ • 

" Oh, nonsense, I know better, fether—don't think so poorly of 
me ^ to attempt to deceive me in that way." , / . ' 

"And pray. Miss Susan, what do you know?" said the old 
gentleman, looking up at her through his spectacles, ds she stood 
by the side of his chak*. 

"I know what you have .taught me, Sr. Do you recollect 
explaining to me the nature of the funds,— what was the- meaning 
of the*national debtj— all the varieties of stock, .and what mt^est 
they all bore?" 

"WeU, Mid what then?" 

"Why, then, father, I have often seen the amount of tfie divi- 
d^ds which you hav^ received every half year, and have heard 
your orders to Wilmott, to re-invest in the funds. Now your last 
half-year -s dividend in the thjfee per cents was— let nae see, — 
oh, /841 iis. 6d.y which, you know, doubled, makes itself an 
income of — " * - 

.** And pray, Miss Susam, what business have you with all this^" 
retorted her father, half pleased, half atigry . 

"Why, father, you taught me yourself, and thought me very 
^apid because I did not comprehend it as soon as you expected," ' 
answered Susan, leiming over and kissing him; "and now you 
a^ me what business I have to know it*" 

" Well, well, girl, it's very true," said the old man, smiling; 
" but allowing that you are correct, what tlien ? " 

" ^hf then, father, dbrft be angry if I say thJM: it appears to me 
that you have more money now than you can spend \Wiile you live, 
or know to whom to leave when you die. W^hat, then, is the use 
of confining yourself in a dirty narrow street, and toiling all day 
for no eartlily advantage?" 

" But. how do you know that I have nobody to leave my jnoney 
lo,Susan?" 

" Have you not repeatedly said that you have no i:eiations or. kin, 
that You are aware of, except me ; that you were once a sailor 
before t|ie*, mast— an orphan, bound apprentice by the parish ? 
Whom, then,* have you except me ? — and if you continue here much 
knger, father, I feel convinced that you will not have me — vou will 
have no one. If yOu knew how tired I am of looking out at this' 
bomd brick wall, — how I long for the country, to be running 
among \he violets and primro$es,^--^how I pine for relief from this 
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Mde dungf^OR. Oh ! whal would I give lo be flying before the 
*bree«e in the lugger with M'Elvina/' ' * 

"Indeed, Miss !" replied old HornUow* whom the reader may 
recognise as the patron of our smuggling captain* 

" Well, father, there is no harm in saying so. I want freedom. 
.1 feel as if I could not be too free^— I should like to be blown about 
in a balloen. Oh, why don't you give up business, go down to the 
sea-side,^ take a pretty little cottage, and make yourself and me 
happy. ^ I fancy the sea-breeze is blowing in my face, and all my 
ringlets out of carl. I shall die if I stay here much longer— I shaH, 
indeed, father." . • * 

Repealed attacks of this nature had already sapped the fomKJb^ 
4Jon ; and a lovely and only daughter had the influ^ice over her 
fatber^s heart, to which she was entitled. - 

" Well, well, Susan— let H'Elvina iroid up the accounts of jthis 
vessel, and then I will do as you wish ; but I cannot turn him adrift, 
you know." 

" Tuni Captain M*Elvina adrift ! No— if you did, fellier— " 

" I presume that you would be very much mclined to take him in 
tow— Eh, Miss?" 

*'I shall never act vnthout attending to your advice, and con- 
sulting your 'wishes, my dear father," answered Susan, the suf- 
fusion of her unusually pale cheeks proving that she required but 
colour to be perfectly beautiful. 

And here the conversation dropped. Old Hond3k)w had ku^ 
perceived the growing attachment between his daughter and M*EI- 
vina; aiid the faithful and valuable services of the latter, added to 
the high oj^inion which the old man had of his honesty, which — to 
do M*Elvina justice— had been most scrupulous — had determiiied 
him to let things lake their own cour^. Indeed there was no one 
with whom old Hornblow was acquainted, to whom he would have 
. intrusted his daughter*^ happiness with so much confidence as to 
bur reformed captain. 

A sharp double tap at the street door announced the post, and 
in a few minutes iifter this conversation, the clerk appeared with a 
letter for old Hornblow^ who, pursuant to the prudent custom of 
those days, had his counting-house on the ground-floor of his own 
residence, which enabled him to go to his dinner, and return to his 
business in the evening. Now-a-daysr we are all above our bu^ 
ness,. and live above our means' (which! is in itself sufficient to 
account for the general distress that is- complained of), and^the 
coui\ting^hotf8e i9 deserted before dusk, thai we may arrive at our 
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reaideBces m Rias^ Square, or the Regent's Park, in time to dress 
for a turtle dinner at ^ o'clock, instead of a mutton ehop, or single 
joint, en familky at Iwp. 

But to return. Old Hprnblow put on his spectacles, (whi^h 
were on th^ iable since they Jiad been removed from his nose by 
Su^n, when she kissed bun,) ^and examined the post mark, seal, 
fnd superscripticm, as if he wished to tax his ingenuity with aguess 
previously to opening the letter, which would have saved him all 
that trouble, and have decided the* point of scrutiny, vh, from 
ifirhomitcame? .. ^ 

** M'Elvina, I rather think," said he, musing; "but the post- 

mariL is Plymouth. How the deuce !— r" The Ijwro first lines of the 

jptter we^e redd, and the old man's countenance fell. • Susan, 

i^^faohad been all alive at the mention of M'Elvina's name, perceived 

. fte alteration in her father's looks. 

** No bad newSy I hope, my dear father ?" 

**BaA enough," replied the ol(^;^, with a deep^igh ; "the 
lugger is taken by a. frigate, and senPinto PlynM)uth.'' 

" And Captain M*Elvina— he's not hurt, I hope?" 

** No, I presume not, as lie has written the letter, and says no-^ 
thing about it." 

Satissfied upon this point, Susan, who recpllected her father's 
jpronnse, was undutiful enough, we are sorry to say, to allow her 
heart to bound with Joy at the circumstance. All her hopes were* 
about to be realised, and she could hardly refrain from carolling 
the words of Ariel, *^* Where the bee sucks, there lurk I ;" but 
fortunately she remembered that other parties might not exactly 
participate in her delight. Out of respect for her father's feelingsj 
she therefore put on a grave countenance, in sad contrast with her 
eyes, which joy had brilliantly lighted up. 

"^WeJI, it's a bad business," . continued old Hornblow. . ** Wil- 
niett!" (The clerk heard his master's voice, .and came in.) 
*• Bring me the ledger. Let me see— -Belle Susanne — I wonder 
why the fool called her by that name, as if I l?ad not one already 
to take money out of my pocket. Oh ! here it is — folio o9 con- 
tinued, folio iOO, 129,447,— not balanced since April last year. 
Be quick, and strike me out arougli balanee-^heet of the lugger." 

" But what does Captain M'Elvina say, fether ?" 

*« What does he ^y ? .Why, that he is taken. Haven't I J^I 
you so already, girl,'^* rejdied okl fiomblow, in evident Mil 
humoar. . - 

** Yes, but the particulars, my dear father ? " 
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"Oh, there's only the fact, without particulars— says be iril 
write more fully in a day or two." , ^ 

" m answer for him, that it was nof his. fault, father — he has 
always done you justice.". ' , ^ 

''* 1 did not say that he had not ; Im only afraid that success has 
made him careless — it's always the cas^." 

** Yes," replied iSusan, taking up the right clae ; "as yjou sayt 
father, he has been very successful." 

" He has,** replied the old.man, recoveripg his serenity a littije, 
* ' very, successful indeed. I dare say it was not his faultl"' 

The clerk soon macle his appearance with the rough balance- 
sheetTequired. It did mor^ to restore the good humour of the oM 
man, than even the soothing of his daughter. • ' w 

"Oh! here we are— La BeUe Susanne— Dr. t6 . Total, 

/14,864 lis, 3rf. Contra— Cr. /27,986 AG.s Sd. Palance tb 
profit and Ibss^ /13,122 2«. 5rf. Well,* that's not so very*bad in 
less than three years. I t^RU may afford to lose her." * 

" Why, father," replied Sf san, leaning over his shoulder, and 
lookiqg archly at him, "'tis a fortune in itself, tt) a contented 
person." 

But as, independently of M*Elvina's letter not being sufficiently 
explicit, there are other circumstances connected with his capture 
that ar€ important to our history, we shall ourselves narrate the 
^particulars. ' 

For more than two years, M'Elvina,^by his dexterity and cou- 
rage, and the fast sailing of his Ve^el, ha4 escaped all his pursua*s, 
and regularly landed his cargoes. During this time, Willy had 
pfiade rapid progress under his instruction, not oi^ly in his geq^ffal 
education, but also in that of his* profession. One morning the 
lugger was off Cape Clear, on the coast of Ireland, when she dis- 
covered a frigat^ to windward, — the wind, weather/ and relative 
situations of the two vessels being much the same as on the former 
occasion, when M'Elvina, by his daring and judicious manoeuvre, 
had effected his escape. The frigate chased, and soon closed. to 
within a quarter-of-a-mile of the lugger, when she rounded-to, 
and poured in a broadside of grape, which brought her fore-yard 
down on deck. From that moment such an incessant fire of 
musketry was poured in from the frigate, thajt every man on board 
of jil'Elviria's vessel, who endeavoured to repair the mischief, was 
immediately struck down. Any attempt at escape was now hope- 
• less. When within two cables' lengths, the frigate hove to the 
wind* keeping the lugger under her lee, and continued a fire of 
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grape and^uskc|ry into her, until the rest of He^ sails Avere . 
lowered down. . 

The crew of the smuggler, perceiving, all chance in their favour 
to be over^ ran down below to avoid the fire, and secure their own 
^ects. The boats of the frigate were soon on board of the lugger, • 

♦ and despatched back to her with M*Elvifii^ and the chief officers. 
Willy jumpe<J into thetoatj and was taken on* board with his pa- 
tron. 

• The 4Q>tain of the frigate was on the quarter-deck ; and as he 
turned round, it occurred to Willy, that he had seen hisf ace before, 
but when pr wheHI, he could not exactly caB to mind : and he con- 
tinued to scrutinize him, as he paced up and doVn the quarter-deck, 
revolving in his mind where it wJ\g that he had encountei'ed thjM^ 
peoitli^ countenjince. ^ , ^ 

His ftye, so fixedlipon the captain that it followed him up ,and 
down as he moved, at last was met by that of the latter, who, 
surprised at finding sq small a lad.ampng the prisoners, walked 
oyer to the lee-side of J;he quarter-deck, and addressed him 
with — ** You're but a young smuggler, my lad; are you the cap- * 
tain s son ? " 

The voice immediately recalled (^ Willy's recollection every cir-^ 
comstance attending their*last meeting, and who the captain was. 
He answered in the negative, witha smile. , ' 

* *. You've a light heart, youngster*^ Pray what's your name ?" • 

" Fotisaid jthat my name wasio be Seymour, SiB>" replied Willy; 
touching his hat./ , . 

" Said his name was to be Seymour ! What does th^e boy 
mean^— GAod Heavens! I recollect," obsened Captain M—r—, 
for it was he. " Are you the boy that I sent home in the chassd 

• jware^, to be fitted out for the quarter-deck ? " 

"Yes, Sir." / ' . ' 

" And how lopg have you been on this praiseworthy service ?" 

"Ever since. Sir," replied our hero, who had little idea of its ^ 
impropriety. • 

La Belle Susanne was as renowned for her fast sailing, and re- 
peated escapes from the cruisei;s, as Captain M^Elvina and his • 
crew w^re for, their courage and success. The capture of the- 
vessel had lon^^ been ajesiratum of the English governmem ; and 

€apt2un M , although gratified aj her falling into his hands, 

was not very well pleased to find that a lad,^whom he had intended 
to bring forwardin the service, should, as he supjwsed, have volan- 
larily joined a par.ty , wIk) had so long bid defiance t^ the laws and 
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ilavd force of the country. His countenance assnffied dti> air of ^ 
pleasure, and he was ^bout to tum.a^^y, without any furtbev 
remarks, when M'Elvina, who perceived how matters stood, and 
felt aware that Willy's future prospects Were at stake, stepped 

• forward, and respectfully addressing the captain, liarrated, in few 
woBfls, the rescue of Willy from th^ wreck, and added, that the • 
boy had been detained by him, and*had'had no c^)portunity of 
leaving the vessel, which had' never anchored but in the French port 
of Havre. He also stated, what wsis indeed trbe, thar he had * 

.always evaded explaining to the boy the real nature of the service 
upon which the lugger was employed ; from \^ich it may be. in- 
ferred that notwithstanding M*Elvi<ia*s defence of.smuggUng in our 
'former chapters, he was not cjui^ so well convinced in his owp mindt 
of its propriety as he wonld.have induced Debriseau to suppose. 
' The assertions of M'Elvina turned the scale again in* Willy's 
favour ; ' and, after he had answered tlie interrogatories of Uie 
captain, relative to the lEate of Mr.' Bullock and the rest of. the men 

in the prize. Captain M , who, altheugh severe, ^^ not oijy 

just, but kind-hearted, determined that his former good intentions 
relative to our hero should still remaip in force. 

'*^ WeJI, Mr. Seymour, you j^ave seen a.littJe service, and your 
captain gives you a high character, as an^ctive and clever lad. As 
you have been detained agaiilst your will, I think we may recover 
your time and pay. I trust, however, that you will, in future, be 
employed in a more honourable manner. We shall, in Jail pro- 
bability, be soon in port, and till then yoii must remain as you are» 
for I cannot trust you again in a prize." , 

As our hero was in a new ship, the officers and ship's company 
of which were not acquainted with his history, except that he had 

been promoted, for an act of gallantry, by Captain M , he was* 

favourably received' by his messmates. The crew of the^ lugger 

were detained as prisoners on board of the frigate, and the vessel, 

^ in charge of one of the officersi, was ordered to keep company, 

. CSptain M having determined to retucn into port^ aiui not 

wishing to lose sight of hi^ valuable prize. 

"You have a very fine ship's company, Captain M'Elvina," 

• observed Cafptain M . *t How many of them afe Englfefa T 

" About eighty ; and as good seamen a$ ever walked a plant" 
Captain M-^-^ ordered tjie crew of the lugger, aft <mi thfe quar- 
ter-deck, and put ih^ question to them whether they would not 
prefer entering into Ms Majesty's service to the confinement of a 
prison ; but, at ihe moment, they felt too indignant at havirig 1 
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captured by the firigale lo listen to the proposal, and refused to a 

roaii. Captain Bf turned away disjlppointed, surveying ihi 

find body of , men with a covetous eye, as they were ranged in a line 
on*his quarter-deck. He felt what a prize they would be to him, 
if he could have added them tx) his own ship^s* company ; for, at 
that time, it, was almost impo3^ible to man the number of ships' 
which were employed, in an effective manner; , 

*' Will you allow me to try what I can do for jou,*Sir ?" said 
M'EIvina, as the men disappeared from the quarter-deck, to their 
'fqrmer station, *as prisdnprs. Haviflg received the nod of assent, 

on the part of Captain M , M*Elvina went down to the men, 

who gathered round him. He forcibly pointed out to them the 
advantages^of the proposal, and the good chance they hisid of en- 
riching themselves, by the prize-money they wpukl make in a fri- 
gate ii^hich could capture such a fest-sailing vessel as the lugger. 
Se also dwelt upbn the misery of th^ prison which awaited ^hem : 
bat what decided them was the observation that, in all probabi- 
lity, they would ^ not be permitted "(now that seamen were in such 
request) to remain in^pri^n, but would be drafted into several 
ships, and be separated ; whereasj by now entering for Captain 

M , they would all remain shipihates as t)efore. 

Having obtainecl their unanimous consent, M'Elvina, with *a 
preased countenance, came ift, followed by hife m^ and informed 
Captain M— .— that tlley had agreed* to enter for his ship. " Allow* 
me to congratulate you,'^ir, on your good fortune, Ss you will 
yowsdf acknowledge it tb be, when y<Mi find out what an addition 
they will be to your ship's company." • 
"I am indebted to you for your interference. Sir,** replied 

Captain M , ** and shaD nQt prove ungrateful. -Your conduct 

m this a^ir makes me inclined t^ask another fatour. I beUeve 
yon can give me some vailuable information, if you choose. Whe- 
ther you are inclined to do so^ 1 am not yet sure ;• but Inow think 
^t^ouwill." , . > ' . ' 

^** You wfll find me an Englishman, body and soul. Sir; and 
s^hough I have, u\ defence of my profession, been occasionally 
necessiOtted to choose between capture and resistance, I<^n*most 
conscientiously say, that every shot I have fired against my own 
countrymen has smitten me to the heart;" (and this assertion was 
true, although we have no time to' analyze M*Elvina*s feelipgs at 
presftat). ** I am not bound by fionour, nor have I the least incB- 
Batioti, to conceal any information I may have obtaified, when in* 
the t'repch ports. I went thlere to serve my purposes, and they • 
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allowed me to do so, to serve tbeir own. I never \^outd (dthoagti 
repeatedly offered bribed) bring them any information relative to 
the proceedings of our own country, and I shall mqist cheerfully 
answer your* questions ; indeed, I have information^ which I would 
Ifave given you before now, had I not felt that it might be supposed 
1 was actuated more by a view of iferving Ynyself than my country. 

1 only. wish. Captain M -, that you may fall in with a French 

frigate before I leave your shipi,. that I may prove to you that I 
can fight as well for old Eng^^nd as I have done in defence of pro- * 
perty entrusted to ray charge/' « 

** Then do me the favour to step down into the Ifeibin," said 
Captain M . ' • 

Captain M and M'Elvipa were shut up m the after-cabin for 

some tinve ; and the information received by Captain M Was so 

important, that he determined not to anchor. He put tdl the 
Frengh .prisoners on board of the lugger at thte entrance of. the 
Sound,.and, sending in a boat to take out the major partof themen 
who had charge of her, he reto&ned M^Elyina'on board of the fri- 
gate,, and made all saU for the French coastt 



CBAFFER XV. 

That which should accompany old age. • . 
As honoifr, love, obediehce, troops of friends, 
I must not look to have! 

^ SBA15PIABE. 



But we must return on shore, that vre^may not lose sig^t of the 
grandfiaiher of our hero, who had no idea that there was a be^ 
in existence who was so nearly connected. with him. 

The tijne had comawhen that information was to be given ; for, 
about six w^ks previously to the action we have described, in 
which Adams the quarter-master was killed. Admiral De Courcy 
was attacked by a painful and mortal disease. As long as he was 
able to move about, his irrimbilit^ of temper, increased by safftring, 
•rendered him more insupportable than ever; but he was soon ooa- 
, fined to his room^ apd the progress pf die disease became so dipid. 
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that |fae qoedil^I actfendlftits eonsfd^red it their duty to apprizis him 
that all hopes of i^covepy must no>v be abandoned, and that he 
must prepare himself for the worst. - , 

The admiral received the intelligence with apparent composure^ 
tmd bowed his head to the physicians as they quitted* his room. 
He was alone^ and left to his own reflections, which were not of 
the most enviable mature. He was seated, propped up in an easy 
chair, opp<isite the large French window, which commanded a view 
^f the park. The sun was setting, and the lojag extended shadows 
of the magnificent trees whicb adorned his extensive domain were 
in beautiful contrast with the gleams of radiant light, darling in 
long stre^iks between them on the luxuriant herbage. The cattle, 
quietly standing in the lake, Were refreshing themselves afle^j* the 
•xAeat of the day, and the deer lay in groups under the shade, or 
crouclied in their, lairs, partly concealed by the ^underwood aiyi 
•fern. All wJis in repose and beauty, and the dying man watch^ 
tb^sun, ^h it fast descended to the horizon, as emblematical of his 
rAce, so shortly to be^sped. He-surveyed the groups bcfgre him 
---he envied eten the beasts of the field,. and the reclaimed tenants 
of the forest, for they'at least hjd of their kind with whom they 
oouW associate ; but he, their lord and master, was alon^e— alone, 
in the world„ without one who loved or cared for him, without one 
to sympathise in his sufferings and administer to his w^nts, except 
from* interested motives — without one to* soothe his anguish, ana 
soften lite pHIow of affliction and disease^-without one to close 
his eyes, or shed a tear, now that he was dying. 

'His thoughts natumlly reverted to his wife and children. He 
knew ttettwo of thesfe individuals, out *of three. Were in the cold 
grave — and where was thejoth^r ? The certain approach of death 
had already humanized and softened his flinty heart. The: veil, 
that had been drawn by pasaon - between his conscience and his 
gnilt, was torn away. The past .rushed upon his memory with 
dreadful rapidity and truth, and horrible conviction flashed upon 
bis soul, as he unwillingly acknowredged himself to be the mur- 
derer of his wife and child. Remorse, as usual, followed, treading 
upon the heefe of conviction— such remorse that, in s^ short space, 
. the agony Jbecame insupportable. * . * 

After an ineffectual" struggle of pride, he seized the hue which 
was attached to. thefeeltrope, and, when his summons was obeyed, 
desired 'that tlie vicar might be inmiediately requested to con^e 
lo bink 

Acquainted with the admiral's situation, the vicav had anxioysl^ 
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ifvaited die summons whidi be was but toof^nelt aware would eome, 
for he knew the I^uman heart and the cry for aid which the sinner 
, in his fear sends forth. He was soon in the presence of the admiral, 
Jforthe first time sincdh^' day that he quitted the house with the 
letter of the unfortunate Peters in his possession. The conversa-^ 
tion, which ensued, t)etween the agitated man, who had existed only 
for this world, and the placid teacher, who had considered it (as he 
inculcated) as only a preparation for a better, was too long to be 
here inserted. It will be sufficient to say, thit the tuimbled ain^ 
terrified wretch, the sftffef er from disease, and greyer fufferer 
from remorse, never c6uld hkve been identified with the once proud 
and overbearing mortal, who had so long spurned at the preiepts^c^ 
religjon, and turlied a deaf /ear to the mild persuasions of its fTposHe; 

'* But that letter !" continued the admiral in a falt^ing voi<?e— r^ 
** what was^'^it? I have yet one child alive— Oh, said imiftedi- 
ately for him, and let me iniplore his forgiveness for my cruelty." . 
. ** That letter. Sir, waswritlai but one hour previously to .his 
de^th." . 

** His death !" cried the admiral^ tuniii^ his eyes trp'to the ceit- 
kig. '* God have mercy on me b theai I haVe murdered him also. 
And how did he die ? Did he starve, as I expressed in my ^lorrid — 
horrid wish?" " - ' 

' " No, Sh* : his life was forfeited to the offended laws of his 
country." • 

"Good God, Sir !" hastVy replied the admiral, whose ruling 
passion, pride, returnied forthe moment; "yon do not mean to say 
that he was hanged?" • 

"Even so; but here isthfeletterwhidi he wrote*— read it." 

The admiral seized the letter in his tremulous hand, and devoured 
every word as he perused it. He let it fall on his Toiees, and said, 
in a subdued voice— " My God— my God ! — and he asked forgive- 
ness, and"forgives me! " Theq, with frantic exdamatipn, he con- 
tinued, " Wre^ that'I am,— would that I had died for thee, my 
son, my son!" and clamping his hands over his head, he fell bade in 
a statie of insensibility. 

' The vicar, much affected with the scene, rang the hell for as«st- 
ance, whi<;h.was obfeined;, but the wretched man had received a . 
shock which hastened his dissolution. He was too mtich exhausted 
. to sit upright, and they were obliged to caifry him to the bedj fr9m 
which he never rose again. As seonas hewas sufficiently re- 
covered to be able to converse, he waved the servants from the 
room, and resumed, in a faltering voice— 
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CajQlseehim?'^ . * . 

V I am sSvs^d npt^ Sir/\ replied the vicar, who then altered Into 
a recital* of j.he arrangements which had taken place, and the nan^ 
of the shi}^ on board of which our hero had been permitted t» re- 
main, linder the charge of Adams, the quarter-master. . 

The adnural Mslened to the recital of the vjcar without interrjipr 
tion^ and»as soQnra$ it was finished, to the great joy of the worthy 
ps^tor, expressed the most anxious wish to miake every reparation 
IB his power. Aware that difficulties might arise.from the circum- 
staacQ of our herq's exist(Bn6e not being suspected by his collateral 
lieirs, who had for soine. time considered "as certain their ultimate 
possession of h^ large entailed property, he directed a will td be 
immeffiately dmvfn jip, acknowledging his grandchild, and leaving 
to him all his personal properly^ which was very considerable ;. «ind 
■ praying th6 ^vicar to tak6 upon hii»self the offic^f guardian to the - 
boy,-— a request which was cheerfully complied withr yh«dmiral 
would not listen to the repeated requests of the vicar, u^tke the 
repose which his excited and sinking frame, required, until the 
necessary document had hjcen .drawn out, signed, and duly wit-^ 
nessed. When all was conii^ete, he fell back on the pillow, in such 
a state of exhaustion as threatened immediatdy to terminate his 
career. It was late when the vicar took his leave, after having 
administered soni^- little cpnsofation to the repentant and dying 
man, aiKl promised to call upon him earjy on the -ensuing morning. 

But the vicar had other duties to perform, which induced him 
to defer his visit until the following noon. Otl^rs were sick, others 
were dying, and necked spiritual conflation ; and he made no dis- 
tincticm between the rich. and the poor. The physicians had ex- 
pressed then'' opinion that the admiral might linger for many days, 
^and the vicar tHought that advant^e might be derived from, his being 
^eft fqr a short time to his own reflections^ and to recover from th.e 
' state of exhaustion arising frpm the communications of the preced- 
ing evening. When he ai'riv^d at the hall, the wincl6vfs wfere 
closed — Admiral De Courcy was no naore. * 

R^Her, you shall hear how he di§4* It was about two o'clock 
^ in the morning that he awoke from an uneasy slumber, and 
felt his epd. approaching. The old crone who had been hired as a 
nurse to wgtch at night, was fast asleep in her chair. The rush- 
light had bui:ned low down in the socket, and, througli the inter- 
stices of its pierced shade, threw a feeble and alternate light and 
* sbodovv over the room. The mouth of the dying pan was glued 
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togedier from internal heat, aoS he suffered frQtnagOdising thh^r. 
He murmured for relief, but bo one Jinswerfed. Again and again 
lie attempted to make his careless attendant acquaijited with his 
wants, but in vain* He Stretched ou$ his arm. and mQved'the cur- 
tain^of the 1^, that the noise of the curtain-rings uppn the iron 
rods might^have the effect, and then fell back with exhaustion, aris- 
ing,from the effdrt wbich he had made. 

Th€^ old beldame, who, for money, was willing to ui]{lertak0 the 
most revohing offices, and who, without remunersn;ioii,>vas so har- 
dened, by her constant familiarity. With disease and death, that she 
was callous and insensible io the most ^earnest supplication, woke 
up at the npisfe which'the curtaih-ring^hJid made, and opened the' 
curtaiuy to ascertain what was required. Long experience told her 
at once that all would soon bo over,' and she was coi^inced that her- 
charge \vould never rise or sj^k again. 

This was true ; ^but the. suffering nian (his arm lyiug' outside of 
the beiH^lolfies, and his elbow bent upwards) still pointed with his 
finger to Ws parched mouth; with a look of entreaty from 1m sink- 
ing eyes. The old fiend shut the curtains, and the admn*al waited 
with impatience for thfim to^e-openvdth th^drop of water **tocool 
his parched tdhgue "—but in vain. Leaving him to his fate, she hob- 
bled about the room to secure a gdden harvest, before others should 
make.their ap|)eai:ance, and share it with Ker; Hispurse was on 
the tfdble; she removed, the gold vi^hich it eont^ned, and left the 
silver ; she diose that which she imagined to be the most valuable 
of the three rings on the dressing table ; she detached one seal from 
the chain of his watch. She then repaired to the wardrobe, ^nd 
examined its contents. One of .her capacious pockets was soon 
filled with the finest cambric higidkerchiefs, all of which she first 
took the precaution to open, and hold up to the light, rejecting 
those which were nbt of the finest texture. The silk stockings^ 
were the next articles that were coveted ; *they were unfol4ed one 
by one, and her skinny arm' passed up, that the feet might be ex- 
tended by her shriyelled hands,4o ascertain whether they were 
dinned or not — if so, they were rejected. * ' ^ 

The w^drobe was on the opposite «ide of the bed ; and m that 
side the curtains had not been closed. The dying man had stili 
eilough *sight left to perceive the employment of his attendant. 
What must have been his feeling! He uttered a deep groan, 
which startled the old hag, and she repaired to the bed-side, to 
examine the state of her chaise. 

Again he pointed with his. finger to his mouth— and again -she 
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returned tatei" emplo^etit, wittiouthaytog rendered tbe asrist- 
an<y which he required. His eyes follaw^d— and his fingen; still 
pointed. Ha^jng ransaeked every drawer, and ^secured all that she 
daned take, or that her pockets could contain, she rang the *beU 
for the ser^vants ot the hbuse ; then palling out her handkerchief^ 
ready to put to her^yesin token of sympathy, she sat down on hdr 
easy chair, to await their coming. * * • 

In the meanwhile, the eyes dF the unfortunate man gradually^ 
turned upward; bis vision was gone, but his agonising thirst con- 
tinued tp the last : and when the retainers of the family came in, 
he was 'found dead, with his finger still pointing in the same di- 
rection; . , . ^ ■ ^ ' ■ • 

Whh ordinary minds, Xhere is upmettiiiig so terrible in dfsath, 
smnething so awful in the dissolution of the elements of our frame, 
something so horrible in the leap into the dark- abyss, Ihat it requires 
all th^ powers of a fortified spirit, all the encouFagement of a good 
conscience, ^and all thQ consolations of religion a^^l of faith, yta 
enable us to muster any decree of resolution |or the awful change. 
Bat if aught can smooth the giltew, can chase away from the terri- 
fied spirit the doubt anddepression-by which it is overwhelmed, k 
is the being surrounded and attended by those who are devoted and 
endeaEedto us. When Jove, and duty, and charity, and* Sympathy, 
hover round the cou6h of the departing, fainting,hope is stipported 
by their presence, and the fleeting spirit, directed by them, looks ' 
upward to the realms from which these heaven-born passions have 
been permitted to deseed on -earth, to cheef us through our weary 
pilgrimage. v - 

Whs^ then had Admiral DeCourcy to support him ila his last 
moments ?— A^[ood conscience ?— faith ?— hope ?-gk)ve ?— duty ? — 
cwp ev^ syippathy ? Wanting all,* he breathed hiMast. But, let us^ 
■-. , , ^' „' 

, " Forbear tojudge, for wp are sinners all. , § . , 

Close op his eyes, and draw the curtains close. 

Add let us all to meditation." 

• • ■ 

The vicar affis&ed seals upon the drav^ers, to secure the remainder 
of the propi^jty, (for the.exam|)Ie of the old nurse Bad been followed 
by tnany others,) and, having given directions for the funeral, re- 
turned to his own. home. ,» * • 

The second .day after the adnjirars death, ^ a carriaP atad four 
.drove furiquslv up the avenue,, and stopped at the entrance door. 
The occupants descended, and rang the bells with an air of authority ; 
the summons was ansiveredJjy several of the mole d0n»e8tics> who 
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were asxioudy looking^ oul jfor the new {H^prietOP of the donmin. 
A lay man, of very gentleman-like appearance,' followed by a i^n 
looking pers(xiage in black, walked in, the l|ittei%* ^ he fiolfowed^ 
proclaiming the other to the servants as theh^ir at Jaw, 'and presenc 
owner of the property; By thfe time the whofe ho4isehold were 
assentbled, lining the hall for the visitors to pass, and bowing ami 
' curtseying to -the ground.* The vicar, who bad expected the aj> 
pearance of thfese parties, had left directioiis that he might be-im- 
mediately acquainted ;with\ their arrival. On receipt of. the in- 
formation, he proceeded to the hall, and was ushered ^to ikh 
library, where he foynd them anxiously awaiting his arrival, that 
the s^s might be Avithdrawn which had been ^lac^ upon the 
cbawers. * 

** Whom have I the honour of addressing. Sir?" said the vicar to 
the taller .of the two, whom he presumed^ by his appearance, to be 
the superior. . ^ » ^ 

^ vSir," rep^ the little man, in a pomj^us maqner,^ "you are 
s^king to Mr. Raipscourt, the heir at law of this entailed pro- 
perty/' 

"I am sorry,, truly sorry. Sir," replied the. vicar, **that from 
riot having been well informed, yon should be subjected to such 
severe ^disappointment. I am afraid. Sir, that the ^grandchild of 
Admiral De Courcj will have a priw cla^m." 

The two parties started from their chairs, and looked at each 
other in amazement. 

* " The grandchild ! ? replied the little mail — " nevar even h^r^ 
that there was such a person." v 

" Very "probably. Sir ; but I have fong known it, and so jdid Ad- 
miral De^Gouri^ as you will perceive when you read liis v^ill, 
^vhich is in my possession, as gugrdian to the child-nand ufKon, the 
strength qf which offfce I ha\'e put seals upon the property." 

The parties Hooked' aghast. • * 

** We must inquiie into this," replied the legal adviser, for such 
hewa^. 

"I im ready to, give you^ any informatibh you may require," 
replied thef; vicar.* '* I have here copies of the marriage certificate 
of the pareints, and- the register of baptism of" the cluld, the origin- 
als of whj|di you will find in the parish church of , not five 

miles (MRfljat; and I can most ^iisfactorily prove his identity, 
should that; be necessary." . * 

" And wjj ere is the grandchild ? " 

**Atsea,! on board a manK)f-«war,.at th« dying request of .his. 
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fether, who deiepoiiiied that be shoald be brought u|> (qr the sei^ 
vice^ Would y^u likq to see the late admiraFs will ?" 

The tall geotleinaTi bowed assent, and it was read, Haviag been 
carefully examined by the lawyer, as well as the other documents 
m tbe^vicar's possession, all app^r^ so clear aijd conclusive, that 
be unwillingly acknowledged to his employer, in a whiter, that 
there was no chance of setting the will aside. ^ Pallid with the re- 
vnlsion of feeliiigs from hope 4o despair, the pretender to i^e 
estates ordered the horses to be. bi*Quglit out, and, on, their being 
dnnouiM^, with a slight bpw to The; vica^relired from tb^ library. 

But outside, the state of affairs was altered, by the servants hav^ 
iHg oyerheard the convp^saiion. No one Was attenti^enough to 
open the 4oor to let out those whom theyhad so obJ^liously ad-* 
mitted ; and one of the posjlilions was obliged to^dismounl, to shut 
up the chaise after they had en|ered it. Such is the deference shown 
-Fe^aectively to those whd are, or are not, the real heirs at law, 



CHAPTER XVI. * 

V. 

• ' • • • 

On deck five hundred men did dance, . • ' 

The stoutest they could find in Fiance, . *- 

We with two hundred did advance. . "*, 

On board of the Arethuss^. 
Our captain hailed the Frenchman " ho ! " 
TbeTFrencbman fhen cried out ♦* hallo I" 

* ♦ Bear down, d'ye isee , . 

To our Admiral's ^ ;'' 
*♦ NOrJio/'says the Frenchman, •' tbatjcan't be ; '' 
*' The^ I must lug you along with n^e/' 

Says the saucy Arethusa. " ' , 

Sea Song. * 

The informali9n received from^ M'Elvina, whiieh induced Cap- 
tain M not to anchor, was relative to a French frigate of the 

largest class, that he had great hopes of fallinpf in with. She was 
lying in the harijour of Brest, waiting* for a detachment /of troops 
which had been order^ to be embarked, when she was to sail for 
Rocbefort, to join a squadron intended to make a descent upon some 
of our colonies. Previously to M'Elvina'si^lmg from the port of 
Havre, the prefect of that arrondissement had»isst]^ directions for 
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certafai deiachmeiits to march on a stated day to complete the 
number of troops ordered on board. 

M^Elvinq had sure data from whidi to calailat^^ to the exact 
period of embarkation^ and was also aware that the frigate had 
orders to sail to the port of rendezvous the first Cavoiurable windL 
after the embarkation had takeii place. In two days the Aspasia, 
for that was the ixune of the frigate, commanded by GapCain 
M-^ — , was off U^ant, and the Captain taking the precaution to 
keep well o£f the land duijng. the day-time, only rmming in to 
maj^e th^ lights after.darArekaineci his posirion off that island untii 
the wind shifted to the northward : be then shaped^ a -course so as 
to fair io ^^gyihe French coast about thirty pniles to ihe sout^^ard 
of Hhe hara^ of Brest. It was stiQ dark whim Captain M-— , 
haying run his distance, shortened sail, and have to in the cruismg 
ground which M^Elvinahad recommended; and so correct Mras the 
calculation, as well as the informatioi^ of the captain of the smug^ 
g^ers, that at day-break, as the frigate lay with her heac} in-shore, vrith 
\he wind at N.N. W*, i]ijar^ vessel was descried under the land, a 
little on her weather bow. After severely scrutinizing the stranger 
for s6me minutes with his glass, which he now handed t6 M^El^na — . 

•* Thaf s she, indedS, I believe," said Captain M . 

*' A large frigate,, with studding-sails set, standing across our 
bows," cried the first-Meutenant, from the mast-bead. 
/ '' Shell try for the Passage du Raz ; we must cat h^ off, if we- 
can. JIands, make sail."^ * . • 

The tiiands were summoned up by the shriH {Hpe of the boat- 
sArain and his mates ; but it was quite unnecessary, as the men had 
already crowded on' deck upon the first rqx>rt which had been 
communicated beiow, and were .in clusters on the- forecastle and 
gangways. ^ 

^^ Topmen aloft ! loose top-gsdlant sails and royals — dear aviray 
the flying-jib," were orders that were hardly 4>ut of the mouth of 
the first-lieiitenant, breathless with his rapid descent from aloft, 
Nwhen the gaskets were off, and the sails hung fluttering from the 
yards. In another minute die ^eets were homie, the sails hoisted 
and trimmed, and the Aspasia darted through the yielding waves, 
as if the eagerness of pursuit which quickened the pulses of her 
crew had been comiftuni€ate4 from them like an dectric shock to her 
own frames, and she were conscious that^ her country demanded 
her best exertions. 

"Pipe the hammock j^p, Mr. Hardy," said Captain M to the 

first lieutenant, " when they ar^ stowed we will beat to quarters/* 
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^* Ay, ay, Sir. Shall we order the fire out in the galley T " 

** When the cocoa Is ready, not before— there will be plenty of 
time f(H* the people to get their breakfasts. How does the land 
bear,Mr.Pearc6?'* " ' , 

"Saint Island about S.E. by S. eight /)r,nihe miles, Sir," re- 
plie(} thS master. ^ ' 

• "^^If so; I thfaifc we shall cut him off, and then *^fight he must.* " 

Both frigates had hoisted .their colours in defiance, and as they 
wgre st^ringTor the same point, they neared each other fast, ^e ' 
.French vessel, with hi^ starboard studding*sails,. running ^vme ^ 
entrance of the narrow passage, which he hoped to gain, and the 
Aspasia close-hauled to intercept him, and at the same time to * 
avoid the dangerous rocks to leeward, far extending from Saint 
Island, whose nanfe they bore. 

"Have the men had their breakfasts, Mr. Hardy ?" said the 
captain. 

" The cocoa was in the tub, Sir," smswered the first-lieutenant, 
** ready for serving out, bnt they started it all in the lee-scuppers. 
They wanted the tub to Bit it with shot." 

Captain M—^- smiled at «the enthusiasm of his d^w;^ but the 
smile was suddenly checlced, as he reflected that probably many of 
the fine Mows would never breakfast again. 

"If not contrary to your regulations, Captain M ," said 

M^lvipa, "as the^crew of the Susanne have not yet been in- 
corporated with your ship's company, . may I request that they - 
may be stationed together, and that I may be permitted to be with 
them?" • , • 

" Your suggestion is. good," replied the captain, "and lani 
obliged to you for the offer. They shall assist to work the quarter- 
deck carronades, and act a^ boarders and ^sail-trimmers. Mr. 
Hardy, let the new men be provided with cutlasses, and fill up any 
vacancies in the main-deck quarters, from sonie of our own men 
who are at present stationed at the quarter-deck guns." 

The frigates were now withm gun-shot of each other, and it was 
impossible to say which vessel would first attain the desired goal. 
The foremost guns of the respective ships which had been trained* 
fiw^ard, were reported to bear 4ipon the enemy, and both com- 
manders were aware that " knocking away a stick,'* /. e#, the sKot 
striking the masts or yards of her opponent, so as to occasion them 
to fall, would decide the point. At the very time that^ Captain , 
M— — was giving directions "to fire the main-deck guns as they 
would bear, the first shot from his antagonist whizzed, over his 
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head, sind ihe action commenced, each party auempting to cripple 
his opponent by firing high at hisonasts and rigging. The frigates 
continued to engage, until they liad closed to within half-a-mile of 
each other, when the main-top^mast of theVrenchman M over 
the side. . • 

' This decided the point as to bis escape through the^pas^age, 
which he hafd made his utmost exertions to effect, in pursuance of 
the peremptory orders which be had received. He noM^ baided his 
wd on the same tack as the Aspasia, pouring in bis starboard 
b^^dside as he rounded-to. *The manqauvre was good, as- be 
thereby roiained his weather-gage— and , the wreck of his top- 

' mast having fallen over his larboard side; he had his starboard 
. broadside, which was all clear, directed towards his opponent ; 
moreover, he forced the Aspasia to fdlow him ihto the bay formed ' 
Kfetween the Bee du Razand the Bee de ,1a Chfevre, where she 
would in all probability receive considerable damage from the bat* 
teries which lined the coast. 

Captain M was aware of all this ; but his only fear was, fbs^ 

his eAemy should run on shore, and prevei^t his carryiag bin^ into 
port. TheAispasia was soon abreast of her <q)ponent, and their 
broadaldes were exchanged, when Captain M-- — , who wished to 
bring the action to a speedy, condusion, shot his vessel abead> 
which. he was enabled to do, from his superiority of satliog, after 
the mdin-top-mdst of the French frigate had been shot.away. U 
was his intention not to have tacked until he could bate felched his 
antagonist, but the galling fire df the batteries, which now hulled 
hhn every time, induced him to go about, and, as he«wasin stays, 
a raking shot entered the cabin windows, and in its passage along 
the main-deck, added ten men'to^his list of killed and wounded. 

Again the frigate, on opposite tacks, poured in their brc^dskles 
-'-the fore^yard of the Frenchman was divided in the slings, and 
fell, hanging by the top-sail sheets and lifts, and tearing the ^, 
which fell over the forecastle guns, and caught ^re as they vi^re dis- 
charged at the same moment. Nor did the Aspasia suffer less, for 
her mizen-top-mast was shot through, and her starboard anchor, cut 

' from her bows, fell under her bottom aiid tore aWay the cable, (a 

short range of which Captain M had had the precaution to 

have on deck, as they fought so close on shore). This threw the 
men at the guns into confusion, and brought the ship up in the 
wind, yhe cable was at last separated, and flew out of the hawse- 
hole after the anchor, ^which plunged to the bottom ; but this was 
not effected, until, like an enOtrmous serpent, it had enfolded in its 
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eiidraccft three oi'lour bapiass men, who were carried with dread- 
ful velocity to the hawse-hole, where their crushed bqdies for.a 
tinje stopped it hbm running out, and gave -their shipmates an op- 
portunity of dividing it with their axes. 

Order was eventually restored, and the Aspasia, who had been 
raked by her active opponent during the tun^ that she was thrown • 
up in the wjnd, continued her course, and as she passed the stem of 
the French frigate, luffed up and returned the compliment. The 
latter, anxfous in Im crippled state for the support of the batteries, 
which had already seriously injured his opponent, continued to 
forge in shore. 

"We shall weather her now; 'bput ship, Mr. Peanpe. Re- 
collect, my lads,'' said Captain M , when the ship was about^ 

" you'll reserve your fire till we touch her sides ; Ihen all hands to 
board."' ' - . 

The Aspasia ranged up on the weather-quarter of her antagonist 
— Pearce, the master, conning her by the captain's direction^ 
so that the fore-chains of the French vessel should brooked by 
the spare anchor of the Aspasia. The enemy,* who, in his disabled 
3tate, was not in a situation to choose whether he would be boarded . 
or not, poiired in a double-shotted and destructive broadside, and 

it was well for Captain M that his ship's company had received 

the reinforcement which they had from the Susanne, for the French 
frigate was crowded with men, and being now within pistol-shot, • 
the troops^ who were so thick on deck as: to iinp^e the 'motions 
of each other, kept up an incessant fire of musketry, cuttmg' 
the Aspasia's running rigging, riddling^her sails, and disabling her 
Men. 

t' Hard-a-port now!" cried Pearce, and the vessels came^in 
coUisioD^ the spare anchor in the Aspasia's fore-chains catching ' 
and tearing away the back-stays and laniards of the enemy's fore* 
ng^ng, and, with a violent jerk, bringing down the fore-top^nnast -^^ 
to windward. Ai this moment the reserved broadside of the : 
Aspasia was discharged, and the two frigates heeled over opposite 
ways, from the violent concussioit of the air in the confined space 
b^ween them. While yet enveloped in the smoke, the men flew. " 
up on deck, as they had been previously directed by Captain M-;— , 
who leaped upon the quarter-deck hammocks of his own frigate, 
and, holding with one hand by the mizen-top-mast back-stiny, with 
his sword in the other, waving to- encourage his men> waited a 
second^or two for the closing of the after-parts of the vessels, before 
he led on his boarders. " v ; 
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Tlie smoke roHed away through the masts oftihe French frigate^ 
and discovered her captain, with equal disregard to his safety, in 
nearly a similar position on the hammock rails bf his own vesgeh 
The rival commanders were not six feet apart, when the main- 
chains of the two vessels crashed as they came in collision. The 
French captain drew a pistol from his belt and levellM it at Captain 
M — p*^ whose fate appeared to be certain; when, at the critical 
moment, a hat, thrown from the quarter-deck of the Aspasia, 
right into the face of the Frenchman, blinded him for the moment, 
and his pistol went off without taking effect. 

** Capital shot, that, Willy !" cried M*Elvina, as he sprang from 
the haiitoocks with his sword, " giving point" in advance, and, 
while still darting through the air with the impetus of his spring, 
passing it through the body of the French captain, who fell back 
•on his own quarter-deck, while M'Elvina, fortunately for himself, 
dropped into the chains, for had he a hundred lives they would have 
. fallen a sacrifice to the exasperated Frenchmen ; but the smugglers 

had folloMied M*Elvina, and Captain M , with the rest of his 

ship's company, werie thronging, like, bees, in the rigging, ham- 
mocks, and chains of their opponent. * From the destructive fire 
of the French troops, many an English seaman fell dead, or, 
severely wounded, was reserved for a worse fate,— that of falling 
overf)oard between the ships, and, at the heave of the sea, being 
' crushed between their sides. Many a gallant spirit was separated 
from jjs body by this horrid death, as the strife continued. 

Possession was at length gained of the quarter-deck ; but the 
carnage was not to cease. The French troops stationed in the boats 
on thei)obms, formed a sort of pyramid, vomiting incessant fire ; 
aqd the commandant had had the sagacity to draw up three lines of 
his men, with their bayonets fixed, from one. side of the vessel to 
tli^ other, abreast of the gangways/forming a barrier, behind Which 
the»(irew of, the French frigate had retreated, and which was 
impenetrable to the gallant crew of the Aspasia, who were only 
piovided with short cutlasses. 

Cap^in M , as he saw fcis men falling on every side, and 

.every attempt to force a passage unsuccessful, although accom- 
panied with heavy loss of lives, found himself, as it were, in a trap. 
To force his way through appeared impossible — to retreat was 
against his nature; M'Elvina, who had been fighting by his side, 
perceived the awkward and* dangerous predicament they were -in, 
and his ready talent Siiggesled a remedy.' Calling out loudly, 
** Susannes! awfty there !— follow me!" an order instantly 
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obeybd by his mat, be disappeared with them earn the ba&unodLSi 
leaping back upon the quarter-deck of the ^spasia. 

'^ Curses on the smuggler, he has run for it^ At them%gain, my 
Britons, never mind," cried the first-lieutenant, leading on tl^e. 
iften against the phalanx of bayonets. But it was not sis the first-p 
lieutenant had supposed ; for before the cutlslsses of the seamen f 
bad time again to strike fire upon the steel points which oppos^ 
their passage, M*Elyina reappeared in the fore-rigging of the 
Fretich vessel, IFoltowed by his smugglers, who attacked the French 
troops in the rear, with a loud yell, and an impetuosity that was 
irresistible. The diversion was announced by a cheer from Captain 

M and his party abaft, who, rushing upon the bayonets of the 

Frenchmen, already in confusion from the attack of M*Elvina,« 
forced them down on the main-deck, and in a few mmuOs tke 
hatches wer6 secured over the remainder of the crew, and the 
tricdiored ensipji disappeared from the gaff, and announced ta 
the spectators m the batteries on shore that '^ Britannia rukd the 
waves.** 



^ 



CHAPTER XVII. 

• Brave hearts! to- Britain's pride 

Once so faithful and so true* 
* On the deck of fame that died * 

With the gallant, good Rion,— 
Soft sigh the winds of Heaven o*er^hetr grave, 
. While the billow mournful rolls, ^ - * ' * . 

And the mermaid's song condoles, 
Singing glory to the souls ' ' , 

Ofthebraye! 

Campbell. 

Hasty congratulatidns between the survivx)rs of the victorious 
party were exchanged as they proceeded to obey the orders which 

were issued by Captain M '-, who directed their, attention to the 

relief of the wounded, lying in Aeaps upon the deck, in many 
instances nearly smothered with \he dead bodies which had fallen * 
^pon them, and which their own exhausted powers would not 
permit them to remove. The task of separation of those who 
were past all mortal aid from those who might still derive benefit 
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from surgi(^l aissistance, was as tedious as it was afflicting. No 
distinction "was made between the rival sufferers, but, as they came 
to hand, English jor French, they were carefully conveyed to the 
half-decks of the respective ships, the surgeons of which were jui 
readiness to receive them, their shirt-sleeves turned up tofthe 
■' eH30ws, and hands and arms stained with blood, proving that they , 
ted already been actively employed in the duties of their pro- 

• fession. . ' ' 

Qn the foremost part of the larboard-side of the French frigate's 
quarter-deck, where Captain M- — - and his crew had boarded, 4he 
dead and dying lay in a heap, the summit of which was lavel with 
the tops of the carronades that they were between ; and an . 
'occasional low groan from under the mass, intimated that some 
%ere there who were dying more from the pressure t)f thet)th«' • 
bodies, than from the extent of their own wounds. 

Captain M , although he had lost much b||od and was still 

bleeding profusely, would not leave the deck untij he had coHected 
a party to separate the pile ; and many were relieved, who, in a^ 
few minutes more, would have been suffocated. 

At the bottom of the heap was the body of the gallant Fr^di 

captain; an4 Captain M ^ was giving directions to the first- 

Ueutenant to have it carried bdow, when Willy, who was earnestly 
looking about the deck, brushed up against the latter, who*satd to 
him— . 

* . " Come, youngster, out of Iha way, you're no use. here. *' 
"Has any orie seen my hat?" interrogated the boy, as he 

:(*eyed the order, and renjov^d to a short xiistance. • ^ 

" Here it is, my Bantam," said one of the boatswain's-BEiates, 
who had discovered it ^s they removed the body of the French 
vcaptain, under which it had lain, jammed as flat as a pancake. « 

** Then it was to you that I was indebted for that welli-tuped'-as- 
sistance," said Captain M— — , taking the hat from the boiErtswain's- 
mate, and restoring it as well as he could to its former shape before 
. he put it on Willy's head, ^ * * * 

Willy looked iip in the captain's face and smiled assent as he 
walked away. , ^ 

"A good turn is never lost," observed Captam M ; *'and 

thtf (Ad fable of the mous6 and *the^lion is constantly recurring to 

• make us humble. If I had not put that boy on the quarter-deck, I 

• should in all probability have made a vacancy. It was remarkable 

* presence of mind on his part." * ' 4 
. We have not broken in upon our narrative to state, that, during 
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the $m^w^ tenre^il^cribed, M^. Pearce, Ibe iQi|3fer, h^i ^^^ 

ceeded in puttiug both vessels before the wind, although they sti|][ 
were hiigged in each other's e^raqes, as if Uiey had ahvays bee^ 
the best friends in the world, and they were now out of the re^ch - 
.of the enemy's batteries, which, (as soon as they perceived tjie ija- 
fatourable results of the action,) imd cQ^lm^JQal firing witl^ j^^: 
Jhot ball^ emblematical of their wrath, . 

When the ►wounded had been carri&l below, and placed in coin^ 
parative comfort on board of theu* respective ships^ the dead bodies * 
were next exsttnined. Those of the French (with t^ exjception of 
tjbai of the captain) were laqndied overboard ; while tIio§e of the 
En^h were carried to their own frigate," the only instanoe i^ 
which any difierenci& was shown beitween tlie rival sufferens. Thf 
batches were then reropyed,; and (lie'Frendi xjfficerjs having d^ 
iivered up their swords, v^ere permitted to remain on d^ek ^upoa 
parole, while liie men werd secured down belpw in the fore and 
mam holk^ of jihe Aspf^sia, thq hatchways being covered ^yer mtk 
a strong sp^nter-netting, tha$ they n^ight UQt Jje deprived of f|Pe$h 
j^ in their crowded situation. The charge of the prize having been, 
fl^ojMed jt<> the fir^t-Jieute4[iant and 6fty inen, the two ships were 
separated, and laid to, to repair the damages sustained in the 
H ocmflicti • 

Caplain M-^ — , whosewounds were not serious, had descenctej 
for a short time to have them washed apd dresjSted. Hk >a^xiety 
10 put his ship in an efficient state, and get clear of^he b^ay, pr^ 
^usly to bad weather coming CNti, had induced him to return on 
<^k as sbpi^as he had taken a lit^e refreshment. * 

SfEivina ha<ji also cleansed himself from the gore with which he 
t?Kj been begrimed, ^nd, having app^ed to ^he jsurgeon to assuage 
the pain of a severe cut which he had received on his Shoulder. 
^Biie upp(B the qu^teY-deck wto his arm in a slmg, dressed witn 
^ um^ prepision and neatoesis; Qe pouched lijs4)at to Captain 
M — r-» :with wbomhe had n^pqinpuinic^ed sinee he had ^itt^ 
1^ ^alfhe quarter-deck of t^e Fr^iM^h frigate, to create the foitu- 
nate diversion in favora* of the boarders. . . 

-*' C^tain M'Elyina," said Captain M , taking bis hand and 

shaking it'wa^y, ^' Ljcan hardly express how much I am obliged 
SB jdu for your ccmduct this day. Yw may be assured that, upon ' 
my return, I diall not fail to make a propa* representation of it to 
g^enament. ^ I only wish that there was any situation in my ship 
tbsur eould induce ypu to remain. " 

** Thank you,.Captain M^ ," replied M'Elvina, smiling ; "but, 
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ahhougb on a smaHer scale, J have long been accustomed to com- 
mand ; and I should be very sorry that a vacancy should occur id 
*ihe only situation that I would accept." * 

*-' r expected an answer to that effect,*' replied Captain M . 

** Howeyer, you have this day nobly redeemed your character, and* 
silenced any imputatiqns of hostility to your country that-might be 
thrown upon.you'in consequence of your late employment ; and L 
sincerely congratulate you." * . 

" Captajn M ,^as you are kind enough to express friendly 

feelings toyvgi^ds me, may I request they may be shbwir by the in^ 
terest yon take in young Seymour ? 1 cannot byt approve his fol* 
lowing the honqnrable career marked out for him, and my regret ' 
at parting with one who has so entwined himself round my heart, 
will be considerably lessened by the assurance that you will be his 
friend and protector. Any expenses— " 

" Not one word upon that score," replied Captain M : ** the 

boy saved my liffe this day by his unusual presence of mind, and I 
shall watch over him as if he were my own child[." 
• • "His education?" ^ 

*' Shall be attended to. I pledge you my honour to do him ^ojp 
justice." 

M'Elvina bdwed, and walked away to the other side of the quar- '* 
ter-deck ; the idea of parting with Willy was always painful to him, 
and, weak with the loss of blood, he was afraid that the emotion 
would be perceived, which he now felt less able to control. . ' 
. Thus it is with proud man. He struggles to conceal effects arig- 
ing from filings which do honour to his nature ; but feels no shame 
when he disgraces himself by allowing his passions to get thebett^ 
of his reason — and all because be would not bethought womdniskJ 
Tm particularly fond of crying myself. 
* The list of killed and wounded was brought up by the second- 
lieutenant, (tlfe duty of the firsty who^was in charge of the prizie, 
having devdlvcld upon Mm)-T-the former having been sscertsnned 
by musjering the ship's company, the latter from the report of i\ie 
surgeon* . 

A deep sigh escaped from the breast of the captain as he lobked 
down at the total. ** Forty-four killed— sixty-seven wounded! 
This is he^vy indeed! Poor Stevenson, I thought he was onty' 
wounded.'* ' , . 

;i' Since dead. Sir," replied the second-lieutenant ; "we have lo^ 
a pleasant messmate." « 

. *' And his Majesty a valuable officer," replied the captam. ** I 
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am afraid his inolher will (feel it in* more >vays Uian one — he sup- 
ported her, I think/* , ' . .y 
' *'He did, Sir;' will you not give an acting order to one of the 
young gentlemen ?" (It was the third-lieutenant over whom they 
^jere lamenting.) • 

" Yes, make it out for Mr« Robertson." 
' "He's in the list. Sir/' 

** What! killed? So, he is, poor fellow ! WeU, then,--Mr. 
Wheadey — let it be made 'out for him/' 
. "Ay,<iy,Sir." ^ . ' ^ 

It was not utitil the ensuing day that the loss of the enemy *coulct 
be ascertained. . Crowded as were her decks with troops, il*was 
enormous; Not onl/the first and second-captains, secoftd-lieuten- 
ant, and seven junior officers of the frigate had fallen, but etevei* 
officers of the detachment of soldiers seiit on board of her. The 
total loss appeared to be one hundred and forty-seven killed, and 
one hundred and eighty-four wounded, out of an aggregate of 
nearly nine hundred me^. 

. In a few days the Aspasia and her prize arrived at Plymouth, the 
English colours prbqdly waving over the tricolored flag of her late 
opponent, and both vessels ran into Hamoaze, amidst the cheers of 
thousands of spectators, assembled upon Mount Wise and Mount 
Edgecjomb to grfeet their gallant and successful defenders. Cap-^ 
lain M — ^ imthediately proceeded to London, where the repre% 
sentatiori which he made of M^ElvinaJs conduct was followed by 
an order for bis immediate release, and M'Elvina, taking an affec- . 
tionate leave of WiHy, with a parting injunction to ** 6e hqnest,'' set 
off to* report to old Hornblow, aiid his daughter Susan, all the 
circumstances attending the capture of his lugger, and the events 
which had subsequently ensued. • * 
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CHAPTER XYin. 

So : poverty at home, and debts abroad ! 

My present fortune bad; my hopes yet worse! & 

^ * What will become of me? * 

* ^ , Sowtheron's Isabella^ 

The gentleman who had supposed himself the next neir to the 
^ntaBed property, vacant by^the demise of Admiral de Courcy, and 
'whose hasty visit and departure from -, — - Hall we have meis- 
tioned in a previous chapter, was a third cousin of the deceased. 
His history is short. He had squandered away the personal pro- 
perty left him by his fathers and his family estate, which was of 
greater extent than value, was mortgaged for even more than i1 
was worth. He had latterly subsisted by borrowing large sum^ ' 
of money, at exorbitant interest, upon the ^pectancy qf succeed- 
ing to the property of Admiral de Courcy. The result of his x^sit 
to the hall was, therefore, unsatisfactory in more ways than on©-; 
*J!in4 before he had arrived at his own residence, his obsequious 
tittle friend in black had reminded him of certain bonds whidi 
Were in his pos^jsession, and assumed a tone and demeanoin' 
towards his client v61*y different from that in which he had address- 
ed the supposed iftheritor of the large propefty of D— — ; indmatT 
ing,in very plam terms, that some^peedy arrangement must be 
made. " . 

Rainscourt, ,who hM nothing left -except the old castie on Us 
property at Gal way, his manorial rights, and the unbounded jat- 
tachmeat^d devotion of the wild tepants, who looked upon Mm ' 
as their feudal, chieftain, felt convinced that he had np resource byt 
to escape (rom his numerous creditors, who would not hesitate to 
put him m durance, and whose impatipnce had been with difficiAy - 
restrained until the death of. the adtoiral. The speedy arrangemeru 
upon which he determine was, to set off tmmediately for Ii^land, 
and, by regaining his eastle, d^fy legal authority,— if there could 
be found suiy that woiild be rash enough to attempt his fterson, when 
encinded by Uis lawless retam^rsv \ \ - * * 

As he descended, from the chaise, atythe handsojndy furnishei^ 
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lodgings, in the west end of 'the Sjetropdis, which he had engaged^ 
his companion informed him, with a haughty air, that he would hav^ 
the honour of paying his respects on the ensuing noon ; while 
Rainscourt, with his usual indifference to money, dismissed the 
post-boys with a handsome gratuity, although thei;e were not many 
guineas left in his purse ; and then proceeded up to the drawing- 
room, on the first floor, where his wife and only daughter were 
' anxiously awaiting his arrival. 

Mrs. ftainscourt, still a fine and elegant woman, had, in her 
youth, be|n remarkable for her great personal attractions ; and, ' 
for two seasonsf had teen considered as the belle of the Irish metro- 
polis. She was, at that period, a high-spirited and generous-minded 
girl, easily provoked, and as easily appeased, — proud of her beauty 
.and her accomplishments, which her worldly-minded parents were 
in hopes >^ould be bartered for a coronet. Rainscourt was also, at 
that lime, one of the handsomest, if not the handsomest man in 
Ireland, with the advantage of polished manners, talent, and ancient 
birth. Received and courted in every society, he was as indefati- 
gable' in squandering away his prop«rjiy|r as the parents of Mrs. 
Rainscourt were in trying to obtain an advantageous establishment 
for their daughter. Rainscourt was proud and overbearing in dis- 
position ^ vain, to excess, of his personal advantages, he considered 
hims^f to be irresistible with the other sex. He had seen and ad- 
mired his future spouse ; but still, as he required an alliance which 
would enable him to indulge in his extravagance, and as her parents 
were aware that Rainscourt was, or would soon be, a ruined man, 
in all probabiUCy they would never.Jiave come. in contact, but have 
rolled in different orbits, more consonant to their views aM their 
liappiness, had it not occurred that,, at a large and convivial party, 
Rainscourt's vanity had been piqued by his companions, who told 
him that he never could obtain the hand of Miss — -, whose parent^ 
' aspired to a higher cenuexion. Piqued at the reni^k,. and flushed 
wiUi the wine that had been freely circulated, he offered to stake a 
ccfcsiderable sum that he would succeed before a certain allotted 
tioie. The wager was accepted. Rainscourt courted without af- « 
feoion ; and, by hfs assiduities and feigned attachment, ultimately 
succeeded in persuading the fond girl to destroy all the golden 
visions' of her parents, and resign herself to his arms, where he 
assured her tbat competence and love*would be found more than 
commfensurate to a coronet and neglect. . * 

They eloped;— all Dublin was in an uproar 'for three days. . 
^ahiscpurt received the amount of his bet, and the congratulations 
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partnerof aDIiis joys, shewas; of course, ftffly entitled to anieqiial 

proportion of his cares. ^ "* ' \ ^ 

* ' No, Madam— it is not srf." 

**Surely you are trifling with lAe, Mr. Bainscourt ; is not the 
admiral dead?" . . ' 

" Yes, Maclam ; and his grandchild is alive." . 

"His grandchild! " Cried the lady, in alto, pallid with vexation 
and^ disappointment. * * Well, Mr, RainScour^. this is another spe- 
cimen of your usual prudence and foresight. What riian, in hm 
senses, would not have ascertained such a fact,#previous tq squan- ' 
dering away his whole property, andleaving his daughter a beggar?'.' 

" I think, Madam, if the property has ^en squandered, as you 
term it, that you have assisted me in so doing; at all events, the 
property was my own : for I cannot exactly recollect that you in- 
creased it one shilling when I married you.** * 

** Certainlynotmugh, Mr. Rainscourt, except, indeed, the amount 
of the bet. I consider that as my marriage portion," replied the', 
lady, with a sneer. 

** Never made a worse bet in myJife,'* replied the gentleman, 
throwing his legs upon the sofa. , 

• "!^rhaps not," replied his wife, with offendM seriousness, 
** but recollect, Mr. Rainscourt, that you have^no one to blame but 
, yourself— j/oM were not deceived^ I might have been happy- 
might have met with sincerity and reciprocal affection. . Your con- 
duct towards me was an act of cruielty, which would have called 
forth some compunction in the breast of my bitterest enemy ; and 
yet, unoffending, I was he,artlessly sacrificed to your vanity." 

"Say, rather to your o>vn, which bfinded you, or you would 
have been able to discriminate better." ^ 

Mrs. R^nscoiirt burst .into tealfts, BefoYg hen emotion could be 
conjtrolled, her husband, who was hardened to tliese scenes of alter- 
nate anger and grief, either was, or pretended to be, in al sound 
deep. • . • . 

The Mttle girl had nestled close to her mother at the ebullition of • 
her feelings, and waited in silenqe until it was exhausted. 

*.*Why, mamma, I thought you said \ve should be so happy 
now." ^ • . 

** Did I, my dear?" replied Mrs. Rainscourt, mournfully. 

*' Yes, yoii did, and told me that we should have a fine houise in 
London, and that we should not go back to the old castle agmn. I 
was sorry for thai, though. Where shall we go now, mamma ? " 

** GkkI know§, my child; yoCi must asH your father." 
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"Danger will unite those who are at variance. Mrs. Raiiiscourt 
entered readily into the proposed arrangements, which necessity 
impcfei^upon them, and in a few hours, father, mother, and 
daughtJrwere on theip way to Ireland, leaving the house-rent, 
butchers*, bakers', chandlers*, and all other bills, of no trifling sum 
total, to be paid at some more favourable opportunity. The ser- 
^vants 'indemnified themselves as well as they could, by seizing what 
Was left, and cursing the qjopers ;Vand the obsequious little gentle- 
man in black vowed vengeance as he quitted the deserted mansion, 
to which he had paid his promised visit in the morning, with a par* 
IJcular friend or two, to enfbrcehis arguments with Mr. Rainscourt. 



CHAPTER XIX. 

^ FaL Have jpa proTided ro^here.balf a dozen sufficient men ? 

^Aa/. Marry have we, Sir. 

FaL Iietmeseethem.lbeseebliifiou. 
. Shal. Where's the roll ? where's the roll? ' 
— ;— Let them appear as I call* 

. * SOAKSPBiBB. 

As the reader will have a more intimate acquaintance with ihem 
hereafter, ! must now enter into some description of the characters 
cf the captain and officers, with whom our hero was.fated to be a 
shipmate. To begin with the captain, who has already made his 
appearance in the course of these pages : — 

Gaptain.M was the son of a north country gentleman^— one 

of the numerous class still existing in this world, who have inherited • 
large ideas and small fortunes. As usual, the latter were got rid 
of much sooner than the former. The consequence was, that 
although young M- — was an only son, it vras considered adviS'" 
able that he should be brought up to some profession. The naval ' 
service was selected by himself, and approved of by his father, 
who, although he had no money, had some interest, — ^that is to 
say, he had powerful and wealthy connexions, who, for their own 
, sakes, rather than have to support tljeir young relation, would ^ 
cx^rt themselves to make him independent. 

M— ^ rose*to the .rsmk trf post'K^ptain as fast as his friends 
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oouM ipridi^ aad'did credit to thdr patron^^e: Hainuig oiibe * 
obtained for him the highest rank that the profession could offefr^ 
witil he became an admiral from seniority, they thought theji had 
done enough ; and had it not been that Captain M- — , bfP^is zeal 
and abilities, had secured a personal interest at the Board, he 
might have languished on half-pay ; but his setrices were appi*^ 
Viated, imd he was too good an officer not to be employed.* His 
iatherwasxiead, and the paymentof debts wliich he had contracted,* 
and the purcli^ of an annuity for hislnoiher, had swallowed up 
^0^ all the priz^ money,- which Captain M— •— v'^vho had been 
wry successful, had {[Realized ; but he was sragle from choice, and 
frugal from habit. His pay, and the interest of the small remain£ 
of prize money in the f unds^ were mop^ than adequate to his wants. 
He was enthusiastic in his profession, and had the bad taste to pre-« 
fer k fine ship to aTfine lady. , 

Having entered the service at a later period than was usual, he , 
Kad the advantage of an excellent education, which, being naturally 
crf'a serious disposition, and fond of reading, he hadVefy much 
improved by stddyJ As an ofiScer he was a perfect master of jiis 
profession, boti\.'in theory a^d practice, and was what is termed 
afloat, ** all for the service." Indeed, this feeling was so powerful 
in him, that, like Aaron's rod*, it swallowed up all the rest. If there 
was any blemish in his character, it was in this point. Correct 
himseff, he made no allowance for indiscretion ; ' inflexibly^ severe, 
but always just, he in no instance ever spared himself, nor would 
he ever be persuaded to spare others. Tfie rul)6s and regulations 
of the service, as laid down by the Board of Admiralty, and the 
articles of war, were as rigidly observed by him, and exacted from 

. others, as if they had been added to the Decalogue ; and any 
deviation or neglect was sure to bring down reprimand or punish- 
ment upon the offender, whether it happened to be the senior 
lieutenant, or the smallest boy in the ship's company. 

But, with all his severity, so determined was Captain M- to 

be just, that he never would exerdse the power without due reflec- 

*^ tion. On one occasion in >^hich the conduct of a sailor had beeh 
very offensive, the first-Ueutenant observed, that summary punish- 
ment would have a very beneficial effect upon the ship's company 

in general. " Perhaps it might, Mr. H ," replied he ; " but 

it is against a rule which I have laid down, and from which I never 
deviate. Irritated as I am at this moment with the man's conduct, 
I may perhaps considei^ it in a more heinous light thai' it deserves, 
and be guilty of too great severity. I am liabl^ to ^rror^—subject. 
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a&.others, to be led away by AefeeUngs of the mpme&t—- and jiaye 
therefore made a compact with myself never to puoish until 
twenty-four hours after the offence has be^n committed ; and so * 
repeatedly ^when at the time I havesetded in my mind the quantum . 
of punishment that the offender should receive, have I found, upon 
reflection,, which delay has given time for, reasons to mitigate the 
severity, that I wish, for the benefit of tb^ service, that the Admi- 
ralty would give a standing order to that effect." 

Such was the chai*acter of Captain M-^.— . It hardly need 
be added, after the evemts ali^eady narrated of this history, that he ^ 
was a mSn of undaunted bravery. In his person he was tall, and • • 
rather slight in figure. His features were regular ; but there was 
a sternness in his countenance, and lines of deep thought on his ^ 
brow, whict rendered the expression unpleasing. It. was. only 
when he smiled that you would have pronounced him handsome : 
then he was more than handson^e, — he was fascinating. 

Mr. Bully, the first-Ueutendnt (who was the second-lieutenant in' 
the ship, in the action with the French frigate), was an officer who ^ 
well understood his duty. He had the merit of implicitly obeying 
all orders ; and, considering the well known fact, Uiat a first-lieu- 
tenant has always sufficient cause to be put out of temper at least 
twenty tjpies during the twelve houi^s,, he was as good-tempered 
as a first-lieutenant could possibly be. He^ had entered the ; 
service when very young, and being of humble extraction, had ♦ 
not had. any advantage, of education. In person, he was short .. 
and thick-set, and; having sirffered severely froin the small-pox 
during his infancy, was by no means prepossessing in his outward 
appearance. . ^ . 

The second-lieutenant, whose name was Price, was a good-looking 
young man, who kept his Wiatch and! read Shakspeare. He was 
constantly attempting to quote his favourite author ; but, fortu-* ^f. 
nately for those \yho were not fond of quotations, his memory was 
very d'efqctifeoL: 

Mr. 0)urtenay,< the third-lienjenant, was a litde bilious-looking * 
.personage, who, to use the master's phraseology, was never quite ^ 
happy unless he was d— d miserable. He was full of misfortunes 
and grievances, and always complaining or laughing, at his real or 
imaginary disasters ; but his complaint would often end in a laugh^ 
or his mirth terminate in a whine. You never could exactly say, 
whether he yfs& in joke or in earnest. There was such a serio- 
comic tumour about him, that one jside of his countenance would 
express pleasure, whil^ the other indicated vex^ation. There 
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seemed to b^ a Mmioai war, in hi»,eomposidoD, ofgfi^A lm$0F 
versus bife, botti orwbich were most unaccountably blenUed in ibe 

* same temperament. * 

According to seniority, Mr. Pearce, the master, is the next to be 

introduced to the reader ; in external appearance, a rough, hard* 

, headed north-countryman ; but, with ah unpromising exterior, he 

was a man of sense and feeling. He had every requisite for his 

situation : his nerves were like a chain-cable ; 4ie was correct an4 

' zealous in his duty ; and a great favourite of the captain's, who 
was his countryman. He was about fifty years of age, a married 

^ man, with ja large Jfamily. • 

The surgeon, whose name was Macallan, was also most deservedly 
a great favourite with Captain M ; indeed there was a friend- 
ship between them, grown out of long acquaintance with eadbi 
other's worth, mconsistent with, and unusual, in a service where 
the ali]aost despotic power of the superior renders the intimacy W 
the inferior similar to the smoothing with your hand the paw of the- 
lio^, whose fangs, in a moment of caprice, may be darted into your 
flesh. He was a slight-made, spare man, qf about thii^y-five years 
of age, and had graduated and received his diploma at Edinburgh 
— ^an unusual circumstance at that period, although the educatiofi 
in the service was so defiective, that the medical officers were ge- 
nerally the best ipformed in the ship. But be was mor<?^an the 
above ; he was a naturalist, a man of prof0und research, and well 
informed upon most points — of an amiable and gende disposition, 
and a sincere Christian. * 

It would naturally be inferred, that those whose profession it is 
to investigate the hutnan frame, and constantly have before th^ 
eyes the truth that we are fearfully and wonderfully made, wouldbe 
more inclined than others tO ackno>yledge the infinite wisdom ^ind 

^ *power. But this is too often found not to be the case, and it wo>^ 
appear as if the old schplium, that ** too much famili^ity brecK|s 
contempt," may be fotmd to act upon the human i|pnit,^ emi wdcp 
in communion with flie Deity- With what awe does the 8m 

^ acquaintance with death impless us ! What a thrill passes throt^ 
the living, as it bends over the inaniipate body, from which ^le 
spirit has departed ! The <;;Iay that returns to the dust fr^n whk^ 
it sprung, — the tenement that w^ kitely endued witt^ vdition and 
life, — the frame, that exiiibited a perfection of mechanism, deridii^g 
allliuman power, and confounding all human imagination, now an 
inanimate mass, rapidly decomposing, and soon to becomtfa he^p 
of corruption. 
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Strong as the feeling is, how evanescent it becomes, when once 
' femiliarized ! }t has no longer power over the senses, and the 
soldier and ssaior pillow them^lves on the corpse, with perfeat * 
indifference, if not ^ith a jest. So it is with those who are accus- • 
tomed to post-mortem arrangem^ts, who wash and lay out the 
' body previous to interment. " ^ ' *► 

Yet, although we acknowledge that habit will remove the first 
impressions of awe, how 4s it that the minute investigation upon ^ 
."wljfch &nviction ought to be founded, should too ofieu have the 
contrai^ effect from that which it should produce ? Is it because 
iBtstery, ihe parent 6f aw'e, is-in a certain degree removed ? 
» Eaith, says the apostle, is the evidence of things not^^. There 
W0UI4 be ^^ merit in believing what is perfectly evident to tht 4 
seii5% Yet some would argue, -that the evidence ought to be 
more clear and palpable. If so, would not the awe be also, re* ;^ 
moved, and would religion gain by it? We have enough imparted 
to convince us that aU is rights and is not that which is hiddpi^ 
«r secret, purposely intended to produce that awe, without which 
the jM'oud mind of man would spurn at infinite wisdom ? 

The above digression had nearly caused me to omit, that Macal- 
lan had one peculiar failing. His language, from long study, had 
teen borppw^ from books, more than from men ; and when he 
tiered upon his favckirite science of natural history, his enthu- 
siasm made him mpre pedantic in his style and pompous in his 
phrase ology tfem ever. But wh^ is perfect ? 

The purser, O'Keefe, was an elderly man, very careful of Ae 
pounds, diillings, and pence. He was affected with an incurable • 
deafness, which he never thought proper to ^knowledge— but, 
catching at a word or two in the sentence, would frame his answer 
iK^cordingly, occasioning frequent mirth to his messmates, whom 
he imagined were laughing with, and not at, him. For the pre- \ 
sent, I shall pass over the rest of the officers, with the exception of 
^e boatswain, \vhose character was ,of a very peculiar nature. 

He was a man who had Jong teen considered as one of the best 
boatswahis in the service, and had been applied for by Captai© p 

M . He used his cane with severity, but had always some jest 

^ Imnd to soften down the smart of the blow, and was very active 
in fats ovm person, setting aii example to the men. It had, how- 
fever, happened, that about a year before he joined, Mr. Hardsett , 
had been induced by his wife to go witb her to a conventicle, which 
the rising sect of methodists had established at the port where she 
resided; and whether it was that Ijis former Kfe smote his con- 
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science, op thaj the preacher was unusually powerful, he soon 
became one of Ihe most zealous of his converts. He read nothing ., 
i but his Bible, which employed all his leisure houses, and he was 
continually quoting it in his conversation. But he was not exactly 
a methodist, taking the cognomen in the worst or the best interr- *. 
rfpretaiion ; he was an enthusiast and a fanatic — ^notwithstanding • 
which, he contrived that his 4uty towards his Maker should not ? 
interfere with that of boatswain of lhe«ship. CaptaSn M re- 
gretted the man's bigotry; bM as he never tried to nlake||Lny. 
converts, and did his duty in his situation*, the captain ,did not' 
attempt to interfere with his reUgious ojpinion, — the more so, as he "* 
was convinced f,hat Hardsett was sincere. . . ,. 
, The Aspasia was but a short time in harbour, for the ^ptam 
was anxious to add to the laurels. which he had already wo||, and 
Jiaving reported the ship ready for sea, received an ,order to pro- 
oeed to the West' India station. . The frigate was unmoored, the 
Blue Peter hoisted, and the fore-t^ sail loosened as the signal for 
departure : and after lying a short time with her anchor ** s^ot 
stay apeak," Captain m4- — came on board, — the anchor was run 
up to the bows, and once more the frigate started, like ati armed 
knight, in search of battle and adventure. 

It was two o'clock in the afternoon, and the tenants of the gun- ' 
room had assembled to their repast. " Now all my misery is 
about to commence," cried Courtenay, as he took his seat at the 
gun-room table, on which thp di^er was smokii^ in all the variety 
of pearsoup, Irish stejw, and boiled mutton with caper ^uce. 

"Indeed!" said the master. Pray, then, what is it thatyoA 
■have been grumblipg about, ever since you have joined the ship ? " • 

"Pshaw, they were only petty vexations, but now we are at 
sea. I shall be sea-sick. I am always obliged to throw off the. 
accumulation of bile whenever I go out of harbour." 

" I say, Doctor," replied Pearce, "-can you stop up the leak 
in that little gentleman's liver ? He's not coiitent to keep a hdnd- 
.pump going to get rid of his bile when in harbour, bat it seems 
that he requires the chain-pumps to be manned when he goes to 
sea." 

" Chain-pumps !" exclaimed Courtenay, shuddering, and draw- 
ing baqk his head with a grimace at the idea of such a, forcible dis- 
charge, and then looking round at his messmates with one of bis 
serio-comic faces* 

" Pumps ! ay," said Price ; "you remembep Shakspeare, in the 
Tempest — he says— dear me, — ^I — " 



• 

digitized by VjOOQ iC 



_ P . THE PNG'S OWN. • 115 

'*^ Come, Price," said Courtenay, ** don't make me sick before 

* my time, — it's upkind. Yoa don't know what an d^plogy there is 
between spouting aiid sea-sickness. In bottt cases you throw up 
what is nauseous, because your head or yotir stomach is too weak 

* to retain it. Spare me, then; a quotation, my dear fellow, till 
you see me in the agony of Nature * aback,' and then one will 

■* be of service In assisting her efforts to ' box off.' I say, Billy 
Pitts, did you slow away the two jars of pickled cabbage in my ' 
cabm?'' ^ - 

We must here break' off the conversation to introduce this per-* 

• sonage to the reade'r. He wasa black, who ran away, when quite 
' a lad, from his master at Barbadoes, and entered on board of a 

man-of-war. Macallan, jthe surgeon, had taken a fancy to him, 
and he had been his servant for some yearSj following him into dif- 
ferent stiips. He was a very intelligent and. singular character. 
Blbcallan had taught him to read and write, and he was not a lilde 
proud of his acquirements. He>vas excessively good-humoured, 
and a general favourite of the officers and ship's company, who 
. used to amuse themselves with his peculiarities, and allow him a 
^eater freedom than usuak But Billy's grand fort, in his own opi- 
nion, was as a lexicographer. He had a small Entick's dictionary, 
which he always carried in his jacket pocket, and nothing gave 
him so much pleiasure as any one referring to him for the meaning 
. of a hard word, which, although he could not always explain cor- 
rectly, he certainly did most readily. Moreover, he was, as may 
be supposed, very fond of interlarding his conversation with 
high-sounding phraseology, without much regard as to the con- 
text: 

AIthotigh''Billy Pitt was the doctor's servant, Courtenay, who 
had taken a great fancy to him, used to employ him as his own, to 
which, as the doctor was not a man who required much attendance 
himself, and was very good-natured, no objection had been raised. 

We mu^ repeat the question — 

" I say, Billy Pitt, did you stow away the two jars of pickled 
cabbage in my cabin ? ^' 

" No, Sar, I no h^'em to stow. Woman say, that Mr. Kartney 
not pay for (he pickled onun— say quite incongrous send anymore." 

** Not pay for theonious ? No, to be sure, I didn't, but I gave 
her a fresh order, which is the same thing." (Price laid down the 
potato which he was in the act of peeling, and stared at Courtenay 
TOth ast(Hnsliment.) "Well, to a^ London tradesman, it is, I can 
assure you."/ . 

8 
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** It may be, but I cannot conceive how. If you owe me ten 
sfailiings, I csgiH consider borrowing ten more the same thing as -^ 
payingthe first/* * 

'' Pooh, you do not understand th&se things/' 

"I do not, most certainly,'' repKed the master, resuming his * 
potato. 

"And so you haven't got them?" resumed GoUrtenay 40 the » 
servant. 

" No, Sar. She say Massa Kartney owe nine shillings for onuns, 
and say I owe £arteen^for 'bacey, and not trust us any more, t 
tell just as she say, Sar. Genttemen sever pay for any thing. She ^ 
ealLme a d—d nigger, and say, like massa like nian. I tdl 6er ' 
vot give any more rhoromantade, and walk out of shop." 

" Well, how cursed annoying T Now I never set my mind upon 
anything but I'm disappointed. One might as well be Sancho in 
the Isle of Barataria^ I think FU go up to the captain, and ask him 
to heave-to, while I send for th^n. Do you thmk he would^ mas- 
ter, eh?" said Gourtenay, in affected simplicity of interrogation. 

** You bad better try him," replied Pearce, laughmg. 

" Well, it would be very considerate of him, and pickled cab* 
bage is the only thing that cures my sea-sickness/' — (Perceiving 
Price about to speak) — ** Stop now— it's no use — there's not a word 
about pkkled cabbage in Shakspeare." 

"I did not say that there v?as," retorted Price, ** but there's . 
* beef without mustard,' and that will be yonr case now." 

" And there's 'Write me (k)wn an ass,'" replied Gourtenay, 
^o was not a little vexed at the loss of his favourite condiment. 

" Did you hear what Gourtenay said of you, O'Keefe?" con- 
tinued Price, turning to the purser. , * 

" Yes— yes— I know — hand him over a glass ; but this js not a 
clane one. Steward, will yen bring a clane wine-glass ? " 

The rest laughed while Gourtenay proceeded. 

** Why, O^Keefe, you hear better than ever. *I say, doctor, you 
must put me in the sick list— I'm not fit to take charge of a watch/' 

** If you'll prove that to me," replied Macallan," "I certainly 
will report you/' 

" Well, m prove it to you in five seconds. I'm ju^t in that state, 
that if every thing in the ship was to go overboard to the devil, I 
shouldn't care. Now with such a feeling of indifference, a person is 
not tit to be trusted with the charge of a watch." 

" That you're not fit to be trusted with the charge of a watch, as 
you state it yourself, I shall not deny," replied Mac^an, *^butl 
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^ <3onsider that to be a complaint for w^ch you ought* rathei^ to be 
put off the list than on it.". 
**Ha ! ha ! ha ! I say, Cfourtenay, yofi know what Shakspeare 
K says, * 'tis the curse of service,' that*~that — " 

*'"-^ hapds, bout ^hip1" now resounded through the ship, as 
..♦ it was repeated in the variaiy of bases of the boatswain and his 
/nates at#ither hatchway^— one of the youngsters of the watch run- 
lung down at the sam^ time to acquaint th^ officers, in bis shrill 
falsetto, with that wUch had befen roared out loiid enojugh to startle 
even th6 deaf piwrsei*. The first-lieutenant, followed by the mSist^, 
l»*ushedi)y hiu), and w^s u|t the ladder before his supererogatory 
cominunicatio'n could be delivered. • ^ 

** How curised^anlioying ! '*. crie^ Courtensly. " I was just feel- 
iog a liuJe better smd now 1 sh§ll be worse than- ever." 
^ ♦* You tecdilect, ^ the Tfempest,*' said Price, " where* Shak- 
speare says—" 

J* Foi^stle there ! " roared outX^Iaptain M- — =-, from the quar^- 
ter^eck, in k vdccthat was distinctly heard below. 

" By Jove you'd better skip for it, Or you'll have what Captain 
M-; — says. He's hailing your station," said^Oourtenay, laughing 
— i^iece of advice immediately acted updn by Price, who was up 
the bdder and on theVorecasde in a few seconds—" And I must go 
up too. * How cursed amioying to be stationed in the waste ! No- 
Aing to de; except to stop my ears a^inst the infernal stamp-and- 
go of the maj^es and after-guards ovw* my head ; sweet music to 
a firslriieutenMt, but to me discord most horribly. I could stmnp 
Wilfa vexation. 

** Had f ou not better go first, and stamp afterwards? *' observed 
the mrgeony drily. ' * / 

*^*I think I had, indeed," replied Courtenay, as he bolted out of 
. , the gun-room door. — "Cursed annoying ; but the captain's such a 
^ bifious subject." r 
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CHAPTER XX. 



♦ 



♦ 



This chair shall ht my'^tatc* this dagger my Iccptre, and this cushion my crowd, 

*flenry jr. ParirL 

^ We must now descend to the steerage, where onr iiero is, seated 
in the berth, in company with a dozen more (as they designated 
themselves, fromahe extreme heal of their domicile) perspiring 
.youn^ heroes, who were amusing themselves with crunching hard 
biscuits, and at the same time a due proportion of *thdse Uttle ani- 
mals of the scarabee tribe, denominated weeviK, jtvho h^ located 
themselves in the unleavened bread% and which the midshipmeif de- 
clared to be the only fresh meat which they had tasted for, some 
time- > " * \ 

Captain M 's character stood so high at the Admiralty, ^at 

the n^^jor part of the young aspirants who had been committed to 
his charge, were of good family and conne^Lions. At that time few 
of the aristocracy or gentry ventured to send their sons into the 
navy; whereas, at present^ none but those classes can obtain ad- 
mission. ^ . 

A better school for training young officer^ could not have l^pen 
selected; and the midshipmen's beilh of die AspasiaVas as su- 
perior to those in other slips, as Captain M- was himself to the 

generality of his contemporai^y captains in the service. But 1 can- 
not pay these young men the compliment tQ introduce them oiie by 
one, as I did the gun-room officers. It would be an anomaly un- • 
heard of. I shall, therefore,*with eyery respe9t for them, descrflba 
them just as I want th^m. It was one bell after eight o*clock-:-a 
bottle of ship's rum, a black j^ck of putrid water,, <and a Un bread- 
basket, are on the table, which is lighted with a tallow candle, of 
about thirteen to the pound. . - 

**I say, Mr. Jerry Sneak, what are you after there — what are 
you foraging for in that locker?" said one of the oldsters of the 
berth j to a half-starved, weak-looking object of a youngster, whose 
friends had sent liim to sea with the Jiopes of improving liis stamina. 

"What for?—why; for my s^pper, if you imust \moyv. D'ye 
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think I look totrfat ? "I stowed it away before I Wnt on deck, tbat 
it might not fall into yilurravenous^i Aw." 

'* MBnd your stops, my Jack of the Bonehouse, or I shall shy a 
tiscuit at your head." "^ v 

**Do, and prov^ your bravery ; it will be so very 'courageous. I 
' suj^se^ybu'U expect to be gazetted for it." 

The youngster whonad been digpifiediWilh the above sobriquet, 
and who made these replies, was certainly a mostjmiserable-look- 
ing object, and looked as if a top-gallant breeze would have blown 
him to atoms. But if his'body was weak, his tongue was most 
powerful. He resorted to no other weapon^ and used tliat skilfully. 
He was a specie^ of Tbersites, and*iio dread rf punishment coftld 
-cqptrol his railii^. ite offered no resistance, but bent down like 
the refd, aid resumed*%is former position as soon as *the storm 
*was over.. His keen and sarcastic fgnarks, although they'occasion- 
ally subjected him to chastisement, to k certain^degree served him ^ 
te a defence, for he could ^ways raise a laugh at -the expen§.e of 
the individual whom he attacked, with the formidable weapon 
which he had inherited direct from, his mother. 

The oldster before mentionecffut Hs fiand into the bread-basket, 
K an4 sdzed a^handful of the biscuit. " Now ¥\l bet you a glass of 
grqg that you don t th?ow a bispuit at my h^ad," cried Jerry, with 
a sneer. >: . 

" Done," repJied the oldster, throwing the contents of his hand: 
at Jerry ^ith all his force. * , 

• ** ril just tfouble you for that ^lass of grog, for you've lost," 
said the youngster, taking it lip from the table where it stood before 
the oldstw ; *tyou've only thrown some pieces, and not a biscuit ;" 
and following up his words^with deeds, he swallowed down the 
whole contents of tiie tumbler, which he replaced very coolly be- 
fore his opponent. 

" Fair b|t, and fairly lost," cried the^rest of the berth, laughing. 

• ** Yoii scarecrow I you're rmt worth thrashmg," said the oldster, 
angrily. * 

"Why, ihat'sexactly whati have been trying to impress upon 
your memory ever since I have joined the ship. There's no credit 
to be gained by licking a half-starved wretch like I am ; but there's 
Bruce, now," (pointing to one of the oldsters, between whom and 
his opponent a jealousy subsisted,) * ' why don't you lick him ? There 
would be some credit in that. But you know better than to try it.," 
" Do I?" retorted the oldster, forgetting himself in the heat of 
tli^poment. ^ 
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'* Yes, you da," replied Bruce, jumping upln defiance, ^d there 
was every a^qpearance of a disturbance, iduch to the delight of 
Jerry, who, provided that they fought, was quite indifferent whiqfi 
party was the victor. But a fbrti}nate interruption t9ok place, by 
the appearance of the masiter-at-arms. .^ 

"Nine o'clock, gentlenaen, if you *please--4he lights muicbe^- put 
out." ^ *: ,,/'.. 

** Very well, master-at-arms," replied one of the oldsters. ' 
' The master-at-arms took his seat on a chest close to the door of 
the berth, aware that a secoiid summons, if not a third, would Jbe 
requisite, before his otgeci; was obtained. In a few minutes he 
again put his head into the berth. **Nineo'clodt, gentlemen, if 
you please. I must report you to the first-lieutenairt." ^ • 

" Very well, ByfieW— it shall ^e out in a" minute." ' • ^ 

The master-awarms resumed his station on the clie!&t outsiUe. 

"Why, it's Sat»rday flight," cried Bruce. "Sweethearts and 
wives, my boys, though I believe none of us are troubled vnth th% 
b^ter. Forster, pass the hun." - >' 

"Fit pass the bottle, and you may make a b|ill of ^, if you 
choose." ' •* * 

"Confound it, no more grog-^and Sagirday night. I must* 
drink Auld Ling Syne, by Heavens/' 

The inaster-at-arms again made bis appearance. "Gentlemen, 
you must put the light out." 

" Stop one minute, Byfield.' Let us see whether we can get any^ 
more rum." 

Tl^ excuse appeared i^easonable to the jack in office, and he dis- 
appeared. 

" Boy, tell Billy Pitt I want him." • 

Billy Pitt had turned in, but was soon roused x)ut of his ham- 
mock, and made Iiis appearance at the berth door, with only his 
sliirt on that he was sleeping in. ^ • t * 

"You want me, Massa Bruce?" lid « • ' ' 

" Billy, my beau, you know every thing. We sent for you to tell 
us what's the meaning of a repartee ?** 

" Bepai^ee, Sar— Repartee !— stop a bit— Eh— I tell you, Sar. 
Suppose you call me dam nigger— then I call you oneydam d%ty 
white-livered son of a b— ; dat a repartee, Sar." 

" Capital, Billy— you shall be a bisfiop. -But, Billy, has your 
master got any rum in his cabin ?". 

" Which massa, Sar ? Massa Courtenay, or Massa Doctor ? " 

" Ph ! Courtenay, to te sure. The surgeon never has any.''* 

t 
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" Yes, Sar, 1 tink be have a little." / 

** Be quick, Billy, and fetch it. I will give it you back at the tub 
to-morrow. 

"Suppose you forget, Sar, you put me in very ^ fine predkal-' 
mnddL Massa Gourtenay look dam blue—no, he not look blue, 
but he look dam yellow," repUed Billy, shewing his while teeth as 
he grinned. 

** Bat I won't forget, Billy, upon my hondur." 

"Well, honour quite enough between two gentlemen^ I g5 
fetch the bottle." 

. Billy soon re£^ppeared with a quart bottfe of riim, just as three, 
bells were struck. " By gad, I rattle the bottle as I take hitn out— 
wake Mr. Gourteoay — he say, ^am black fellow he make eyery-' 
thmg adrift— cursed annoying, he say, and go to sleep again." ^ 

" Really, gentlemen, I caimot wait any longer," resuined the 
master-at-arms; "the lights must be reported, or I shsdl be in 
disgrace." * 

" Very true, Byfield ; you are onlyjioing your duty. Will you ^ 
lake a glass of grog?" 

"If you please," replied IHr. Byfield, taking off his hat. " Your 
besAth, |[^ntlemen;" 

" Thimk you," replied the midshipmen. "Tank you, Sar," re- 
plied-a}so Billy Pitt. 

"Well, Billy. What's the last word you read m your dic- 
tionary?" 

"Last word? Let me see.— Oh ! conlmission, Sar. You know 
datword?" 

^^ Commission ! We all know what that is, Billy, and shall be 
glad tp get it too, by alid by." 

" Yes, Sar; but there are two kind of commission. One you 
wam, obliged to wait for ; one I want, always have ^t once,— 
commission as agent, Sar." 

"Oh, I understand," replied Bruce; "five percent, on the 
bottle, eh?". . . 

" Five per cent, not make a tiff glass of grog, Massa Bruce." 

" Well then, Billy, you shall have ten per cent.," replied the mid- 
■ shipmauj pouring him out a north-wester. " Will that dp ? " 

The black had the politeness to drink the health of all the gen- 
tlemen of the berth separately, before he poured the liquor down 
his throat. " Massa Bruce, I tink doctor got a little rum in his cabin." 

" Go and fetch it, Billy ; you shall have it badt to-morrow." 
^ " Honour, Mr. Bru(^." * *' . . * 
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•. ** Honour, Mr, Pitt." ^ . 

** Ten per cent., Massa Bruce," continued Billy, grinning. 

* * Teii per cent. , is ll\e bargain.," 

*' I go see." V 

Another quart bottle made its appearance ; and the agent, 
having received his commission, made h& bow, and returned to 
his hammodc. 

* * I do— really—think— upon— my — word — that — that— black— 
^oundrel— would— sell— his— own— mother— for— a— stiff— glass 
— of— grog," observed* a youngster, of the name of Prose, a. 

^cockney, who drawled out his words, which, "like a wounded 
snake, dragged their slow length along." 
* ** The lights; gentlemen, if you please," resumed the master-* 
at-arms, putting his head again into the door. 

" Another commission," said Jerry : " a lax upon light, BiDy 
Pitt has the best right to it." 

A second glass of grog was poured out, and the bribe disap- 
peared down Mr. ]^yfield*sgulle|;. ' . 

'* Now we'll put the lignt out," said one of the oldsters, co- 
vering the candlestick with a hat. 

"If you will put ^feur candle into my lanthom," observed the 
obsequious master-at-arms, " I can then report the lights out. Of 
course you will allow it to remain there ? " ^ 

The suggestion was adopted ; and the light was reported om, 
to the first-lieutenant, at the very moment that it was taken otu of 
the lanthorn again, and replaced iii the candlestick. The duplicate ' 
supply began to have its effect upon our incipient heroes, who 
commenced talking of their friends'. Bruce, a fine, manly, honour- 
able Scotchman, had the peculiarity of always allying himself, 
when half drunk, to the royal house who formerly sat upon the 
throne of England: but, when quite intoxicated, he was so trea- 
sonable as to declare himself the lawful King of Great Britain. 
Glass after glass increased his propinquity to the throne^ till at last 
he seated lymself on it, and the. uproar of the whole pariy rose to 
that height, that the first-lieutenant sent out, desiring the midship- 
men immediately to retire to their hammocks. 

" Send me to bed ! * Proud man, dressed in a little Jbrief author- 
ity.' If the Lord's anointed had been respected, he, with mil- 
lions, would be now bending tHfe knee to me. Well, if I can't be 
king of all England, at least I'll be king in this berth. Tell me," 
cried Bruce, seizing the unfortunate Prose by the collar, " am I 
not king ? " , 
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** Why — according — to — the— ^est — of— my— belief," said . 
Prose, " I— should— rather— be— inclined— to-^lhink—lhat— you * 
— are— not^lho— king.'^ 

»• " Am not, base sbve !" cried Bruce, throwing him on the deck,* 
and putting his foot on his chest. .^ ^ 

" No— i^— I die for it— I don't care^but if you are — not kiog— | 
I must own— that — you— are one of— my thirty tyrants," drawled 
out Prose, half suffocated with the pressure. 

**I — do— declare," cried Jerry, unitating Prose's drawl, ** that^ 
—he — has— squeezed— a pun — out— of— you." 

"Am not I king ?" resumed Bruce, seizing Jerry, who had 
fidvanced within reach, to laugh at Prose. 

** I feel th^t you ought to be," replied Jerry ; " and I don't 
doubt your lineal descent : for you have all the dispositions of the 
race from which you claim descent. A boon, your gracious ma- 
jesty," continued Jerry, bending on one knee. _ 
. * " Thou shalt have it, my |oyal subject," replied Bruce, who was 
delighted with tlie homage, **even (as Ahasuerus siaid to Esther) 
tb the half of my kingdom.^" 

** God forbid that I should deprive your majesty of that," re- 
plied /erry , smiKng at the idea of halving nothing. * * It is only to 
request that I may not keep the middle watfih to-night." 

" RisQ, Jerry, you shall not keep a night-watch for a fortnight." 

* " I humbly thank your most gracious majesty," replied the astute 

, boy, wfeo was a youngster of the watch of which Bruce was mate. 

As the header may be amused with the result of this promise, he 
must know, that Bruce, who did hot recollect what had passed,, 
when he perceived Jerry not to Ije on deck, sent down for him. 
The youngster, on his appearance, claimed his promise ;%and his 
claim was allowed by Bruce, rathej than he would acknowledge 
Kmself to have been intoxicated. Jerry, upon the strength of the 
; agreement, continued, for more thandthe prescribed time, to sleep 
in every night watch, until, aware that hd was no longer safe, lie . 
thought of an expedient which would probably ensure him one 
night longer, and prevent a disagreeable interruption of his dreams. 
Prose, whoseliammock was hung up next the hatchway, had a bad 
cold, and Jerry thought it prudent to shift his berth, that he might 
n6t be found. - 

' " It's the draught from the hatchway that makes your cold so 
bad. Prose ; you'll never get well while you sleep there. I will 
give you my inside berth until it is better — 'lis really quite dis- 
tressing to hear you cought" * 
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■ V • ■ ' i 

. ** Well now, Jerry, fcafs what I caU very gbdd-natured of yoq. 

I have nQt had sucp a friendly act done towards me smee I joined 
the ship, ^nd I do assure you, ^erry, that I shall npt be' ungrateful, 
» — I shall not forget it." • 

^ ^, It happened that, on Jhe very ijight that Prose exchanged berths 
1 with Jerry, Bruce ^ made his calculation that the fortnight had 
elapsed three days back>: and although he felt himself bound i» 
honour to keep his promise, yet feeling rather scfre at being over- 
breached, he now oidered the quarlpr-mfister to cut Jerry*s ham- 
mock down by the head. This was supposed to be done, and poor 
Prose, who had just faljen asleep after keeping the previous watch, * 
awoke with a stufmtng sensation, and found his feet up at tl^ 
beams and his head on the deck ; while Jerry, who^d been awak- 
ened by the noise, was obliged to cram the sheets into his migaith, 
that his laughter might be unperceived. 

" Well now, I do declare, this js too bad— I most certainly v^il 
complain to the captain, to-morrow iporning— as sure as my name, 
is Prose. Sentry^ bring me a light, and assist me to get my hana- 
mock up again — I will not piit up with this treatment,—^! do de- 
clare ;" and so saying. Prose once more resumed his position in his 
precarious dormitory. 

^ But, during our (di^ession, the berth has become empty, — 
some walking, and others, particularly his majesty, reeling to bed. 
So we shall close this chapter, from which the. reader mfiy percei\^, 
that, in the best regulated ships, there is more going on in a njid-^ 
shipman's berth than a captain is acquainted with, or that comes 
between Heaven and his philosophy. 



CHAPTER XXI. 

'• With leave; Bassattio, I am half yourself, and I must freely have .the half of any thing 
that this same paper brings yon." 

Shakspeabb. 

- The castle, which had been bmit by the ancestors of Mr. Rains- , 
court, and which, in feudal times, had been one of strength and 
importance, was about two miles from the townof ~— , in the 
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^ county of Gf|lway, on the west coast of Ireland : and, as Mr. Rains- ' 
court had , correctly surmised, when he returned to it no officer 
could be found who was bold enough to venture his life by an at- 
tempt at captton, surrounded as he wasby a savage and devoted 

• peasantry, who had no scruples at bloodshed. Immured between 
its walls, with little to interest, and no temptation to expend mo- 

•^ney, Mr. and Mrs. Rainscpurt lived fcJr nearly two years, indulging 
. their spleen and discontent in mutual upbraidings, — their feelings 
towards eadi other, from incessant irritation, being now rather 
those of ha&*ed, than any other term that could be, applied. The 
jewds of Mrs. Rainscourt, and every other article that could be 
dispensed with, had been stold, and the purse was empty. The 

* good will -of "the tenants of th6 mortgaged property had for some 
Mme supplied the ill-assorted couple with tbe necessaries of ilife; 
every dfty added to their wants, to their haired, and tlpiir despair. 

They were seated at the table, havirig finisbed a dinner off some 
' game whidh Mr. Raimcourt had procured with his gun, and which 
had been their fare, with little variety, ever since the shooting sea- 
son had commenced: when the old nurse, the only domestic they 
retained, — ^probably the only one who would remain with them 
wiAout receiving wages,— ^made her appearance. * * And sure there's ^ 
a letter for tfje master: Barney, the post-boy, is ju^t bringing it." 
* * Well, where is it ? " replied Rainscourt. ' 

*^He says, that it's two thirteens that must be paid for it, and 
the dirty spalpeen of a post-master told him not to give you the 
letter without the money for it in his fist." * 
*• Tell Barney to step m here— have you two shiUings, Mrs. 
■ Rainscourt?" 

*' Not one/ Mr. Raipscourt," replied the lady, gloomily. 
The nurfe re-appeared with Barney. 

** Well, Barney,. Where's the letter ?" said Mr, Rainscourt, " let * 
me look at it." ^ ' ^ . 

" Sure, your honour, it's not me that's refusing it ye. But the 
master tould me—* Barney,' says he^ * if yoti give his honour the 
^lettel* without the two thirteens in your fist, it's a good bating that 
rU give ye lyhen ye come back.' " 

*• Well, iut, Barney, let me look at it, and see by the post-mark 
where it's from. I shall know, directly, whether I will take it up 
or not." 

** And suppose that your honour should wish to open the letter ! 
It's not for gentlemen Uke ye to be standing against the temptation ; 
— and then, tl^ two thirteens, your honour." 
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* ** Well, Barney, since you won't trust me, and I haye no money, ^. 
you must take the letter back. It might bring mef good news — I 
have had nothing but bad of late;" 

** And sure enough it might bring you good new^ Then, your 
honour shall take the letter, and Til take the bating;*' and the • 
good-natured, lad pulled gut the letter from his pocket, and gaye it 
to Rainscourt. , * ' > * 

Rainscourt, who 'first wished to ascertain whether It was one of. ' 
his usual dunning correspondents, examined the post-mark, and 
hand-writing of the superscription, that he might retunj it un- 
opened, and save poor Barney from the beating which he had vo- 
lunteered to receive for his sake ; but the hand was unknown to 
him, and the post-mark was so faint and Eligible that he^could n(5t ^ 
decipher it. He looked into the sides of the letter, .and the few 
words whiah he could read whetted his curiosity. 

" I'm afraid, Barney, that I must open it." 

" Good luck to your honojir, then, and may it prove so." 

The letter was opened, and the contents threw a gleam of plea- 
sure, which had been rarely seen of late, on the 'brow of the 
reader. His wife had watched his countenance. ** Barney," cried ^ 
Rainscourt, with delight,, "call to-morrow, and I'll give you a 
guinea." , . . 

" Sure your honour's in luck, and me loo," replied Barney, 
grinning, and backing out of the rooni. " I'll go take my bating 
at once." v 

"But, to explain the t^ontents of this'Ietter, we must narrate events 
of which we have lost sight in following up the naval career of our 
hero. 

About three weeks after the death of Admiral de Courcy,- the line- 
of-battle ship in which old Adams had sailed with our hero, under 
his protection, iiBturne4into port. The vicar, who anxiously awaited 
her arrivalj, immediately proceeded, there, that 4ie might daim 
Willy in the capacity of his guardian. Having obtained the address 
of Captain M , he called upon him, and opened his case by re- 
questing that the boy might be permitted to come on shore. * He* 
was proceeding to narrate the change which had taken place in his 

ward's prospects, when he was interrupted by Captain M -, 

who, first detailing the death of old Adams, and the conduct of 
Willy, stated that he had sent the boy home in the prize for an out- 
tit. It was with great feeling that Captain M— — was forced to 
add the apparent certainty, that the vessel, which had never been 
heard of, had foundered at sea. 
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«6lfocked dt the intelligence, which was communicated al a* mo- * 
ment when his heart was expanded at the idea of having been in- 
strumental in repauing the injustice and neglect which had been 
shewn towards his protege, the vicar, not caring to mention to a . 
stranger the family particulars upon which his request 'had been • 
pounded, .withdrew, without even giving his name or address. 
ITiree years afterwards, when, as we have narrated, our hero agam 

made his appearance, Captain M had ho clue to guide him, by 

which he might communicate the intelligence of his recovery, to 
one ;||vbom he naturally concluded did not make such inquiries with- 
out having some interest in our hero's welfare. * 

^ The vicar, in the meantime, although he had every reason to be- , ^ 
lieve that Willy wa^ no more, resorted to every means that his pru-^ * 
dence could ^ggest, to ascertain the positive fact. For matiy , 

, months, the mest strict enquiries were set afloat by his agents, 
whether a captured vessel had been wrecked on the French coast. 
Tho^ prisoners at Verdun and other depdts were examined, re- 
wards were offered, by emissaries in France, for the discovery of * 
the boy, but without success* Having waited two years, aj| hope • 
became extinct, and the letter now received by Mr. Raihscourt was 
p from the vicar, acquainting him with the circumstances, atid sur-* 
rendering up the property tq him, as next of kin. 

^* Pray,^Mr. flainscourt, may 1 ask the contents of a letter, the 
perusid of which not only makes you so generous, but impHes that 
y©u expect to have the means of being so ? " 

Whpn happy 6urselves, especia^when unexpectedly so, we 
feel fcindjy di^sed towards othe* For a moment Rainscourt 
seei^tobave forgotten all differences with his\wfe; and he as. | 
readily imparted tp her his good fortune as he had, on a previous 

* occasion, his disj^ppointment. * . ♦ 

*' My llear Clara," the grandchild is dead, and Ive have posses- * 

• sion of the property," 

" My dear Clara.! ! " . Such Sn epitfiet had never been used since 
the first wee* of their marriage* Overcome by the Joyful intelli- 
gence, but more overcome by the kind expressiop of her husband^ H 
which recalled the days when she fondly loved, Mrs. Rainscourt 
i)urst into tears, and (hrowmg herself ,doWn with her fac^ on his " 
knees," poured out, in sobs, her gratitude to Heaven, and her re- , 
vived affection for her husband. 

Their daughter Emily, now ten y^ars old, astonished^^at so un- 
usual a scene, rah up, impelldd as it were by instinct, and conri- 
pleted the family group by cUnging to her father. Rainscourt, 



• 



Digitized by 



Google 



i2a THE KING'S OWN. ^ 

* who Vas- affected,' kissed the brow of the chad, andx^bngratdiaiBd 
her on becoming an heiress. . ^ 

** I never knewWore that money would do so much good," 
observed the child, referring to the apparent reconciliation of her 
parents. 

Mrs. Rainscourt rose from her position, and sat down at tfie 
tal^e, leaning her face upon her hands. '' I am afraid that it h^ 
come too late," said she, mournfully, as she recalled the years o£ 
indifference and hostility which had preceded. ^ . , . 

Mrs. Rainscourt was correct in her supposition! Respect^ap^ 

• esteem had long departed, and without their aid, truant Love was 
not to be reclaimed. The feeling of renewed attachment was as « 

i« transient as it was sudden* 
> ' ^^ I must be off to England immediatdy," observed the husband. ^ 
'' I presume that I shall have no difficulty in obtamii^ money ftom . 

the Bank, when I show this letter. Old will be ready 

enough to thrust his notes into my hands now." 
* " Shall we not go with you, Mr. Rainscourt?" 

" Np, you had better remaiii here tilH have arranged matters a 
little. I must settle with three cursed money lender^ and take up 
'the bohds from J . Little scoutidrel, he^ll be ci^ aioughJ' « 

" Well, Mr. Rainscourt, it must, I suppose, be as you decide ; • 
"but neither Emily nor I ape very vrell equipt in lour wairdrobes, 
a))d you will not be exactly competent to execute our commis^ons.'^ 

"And therefore shaU execute none.^' ' ' 

^^Do you, then, mean t^eave us here in rags and b^^gary, 
while you are amusing yourself in London?" rejdied Mrs. 
Rainscourt, vriih asperity. ■ "With your altered drcumstsmces, 
you will have no want of society, eitjier male or. fmnale" continue 
the lady, with an emphasis'upon the last word— r'^ dnd a wife will* 
' probably be anMncumbrancCit" 

'^ Certainly not such a k^d and affectionate one as you hiHi««^ 
proved, my dear," replied the geritleman, sarcastically ; "never- 
theless I must decline the pleasure of yoilr company (Bl I have time 
to Jodk about m$ a little." ' . 

" Perhaps, Mr. Ramscourt, now that you .will be able to afford 
it, you. will prefer a separate establishment? If so, I am willing ^ 
to accede to any proposition you may be mchned to make."" 

"That's a very sensible remark of yours, my dear, and shaB r^ 
ceivedu§ consideration." . * 

" The sooner the better, Sir," irepKed the piqued lady, as Mr, 
Rainscourt quitted the room. . ' 
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^ ** My deap-chiM," said Mrs. Rainscourt to her daughter, "you 
see how wuelly your lather treats me. He is a bad man, and you 
ffl[ust never pay attention to what he says." 

**Papa told^me just the same of you, mamma,** replied the* 
girl, ♦* yesterday mormig, when you were walking in Ihe gar- 
den." 

."Did he ? The wrkch, to set my own child against me !" crie^ 
Mrs.' Rainscourt, who had just been guilty of the very same offence 
which had raised her choler against her husband. 



CHAPTER XXII. 

The Qaeen ofni^ht, Tvbose vai^t cemmand 
Hules all the sea, and balf thejan4^ 
And over moist and cr|izy bvaiois, 
In high spring-tides at i^idnight reigns. 

^ • HUDlBBiS. 

Amo:(6 the miUions who, on the hallowed and appointed day, lay 
asMe their wdrldly occupations, to bow the knee to the ^^iver of all 
good, directing their orisons and theilf thoughts to one mercy-beam- 
ing power, like so many rays of light concentrated into one focus, 
. I know no class of people in whose breasts the. feeling of reBgion is 
more deeply in^laated,'than the occupants of that gloi^us speqh 
fljln of darfiig, ingenuity, a man-of-war. It is through hfe works 
tfiat tlje Almighty fe m^st sincerely revereifced, through them that^ 
his infinite power is with deepest humihty acknowledged. The 
inostofordble arguments', the most pathetic eloquence from the 
pulpil;, \^ not affect so powerfully tl^e mind of man, as the inves- 
tigatioH of a blade of grass, or the mechanism of tHe almost imper- 
c^tible insect. If, then, such is the effect npdh mAkind in gene^ 
ral^ bow strong nlusf be the impression of those who occupy their 
bn^ess in great waters ! These men "see the works of the Lord, . 
' and his wonders in the deep*" They behold him in all his magni-^ 
ficence^ in all his ^uty, in.all his wrath, id^all^his vastness, in all 
his variety. Unassisted by theory, they practically feel that God 
is grea(, and their worship, although dumb, is sincere, 
I am aware, that it is the idea of many that sailors have little or 
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HO* religion : and their dissolnte conduct, when throirnon shr>r^ 
is certainly a strong argument in support of tlhis opinion ; but they 
, must not be so partially judgeii , Those who are constandy mixed 
with the world, and exposed to its allurements, at^e subject to ^ ' 
continual struggle against thehr passions, which they are more 
enabled to restrain, as teihptalion so rapidly succeeds temptation, 
(hat one destroys Ihe other,-— ef&cing it from their recollectipn 
before they have had time to noiature^heir' embryo guilt. fi«t in 
our floating monasteries, where rigid discipline and active duties 
allow only the thoughts to ramble to that society which ^Qev^r has 
been intended to })e abandoned, the passions are naturally impelled 
towards that world,' 'whose temptations ire so much increased by 
long and unufituralseclusioii. . ' ; * . . ' 

In the mountain lake, whose waters are daily incrfsfting, all is 
uiu*uffled till their own weight has forced its boundaries, and tHfe 
roaring cataract sweeps^very ihjng before it. Sucih is the Jiceiitiotfe 
and impetuous behavit)ur of tbe sailor on shore. 

But on board he |s a different being^' and appears as if he were 
without sin and without guile. Let thos^ then, whb turn away at 
hig occasional intemperance, be careful how they judge. They 
may **' thank Gojd that they ^e not as thjt publican^" and yet be 
less justified, when weighed in that balance, whfere, altheugh Jus- * 
tice eyes the beam, Mercy is permitted to stand by, and throw 
into the sdile her thousand lijjtle grains to counterpoise the mass of 
guilt. 

\ Religion in a sailor (f mean by the term, a common seaman] is 
more "of an active than a passive feeling. ' It d<5es not^consist in . 
reflection or self-examination. It is in 'externals ttiatiiis respect to 
the Deity is manifest. Witness the Sunday on bo^d of a man-^- 
* war. The care with which the decks are waslfed, the haulijj^g taut 
' and neat coiling down of the ropes, the studied cleanliness of per- 
son, most of which duties are performed on other days^ but qa this 
day are executed with an extra precision and attention on the part 
of the^seamerf, becaus/e it is Sunday: then thei quiet decorum 
voluntarily oliervecl ; the attention to Divine Service,, whicfc would 
be a pattern to a congr^ation on shore; jthe little knots of men 
collected, in the afternoon, b^ween the guns, listening to one wh# 
reads some serious book ; or. the. soMtary quarter-master, poring ' 
over his tl^upabed.Testament, as he commune^ vrith hirtiSQtf,— all 
prove that sailors have a deep^oot^ feeling of religion. : I once 
knew a first-lieutenant receive a severe rebuke from a shia's com- 
pany. This officer, observing the men scattered listlessly about the 
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forecastle and waist of a frigate,* on a fine Sunday evening, ordered 

ahe fiddler up, that they might dance. The ship's company thanked 
itka for his kindness; but stated that they had notbeen aceustomed 
to dan^ on that day, and requested that the music mighty sgit 
*elow. . ^ * . " 

The -Sunday eh board 'of a man-of-war*has another advantage 

^ver the SabMth on share. It is hallowed throughout. * It con»- 
mences with respect and revei^ence, and if ends with the same. 

. There is no alehouse to resort to, where the men may become in- 
toxicated ; ho allurements of the senses to disturb the calm repose* 
of the mind, the pi*actical veneration of the day, which* bestows upon 
if a moral beauty. • 

It was on^the evening of 'such a day of serenity, after the hanh* 
mocks had been piped down and the watch mustered, t^at Captain 
j|_--. was standing oil the gangway of the Aspasia, in conversatioA 
yfith Macallan, Ihe surgeon. It was almost a calm ; the sails were 
nol Qsleep with the light aiii that occasionally distended them, but 
flapped against the lofty masts vnth the motion communicated to 

• the vessel by the^iindidating wave. Tlie moon, nearly at her/ull, 
was high in the heavens, steering for the zenith in oil her beauty^ 
without one envious clotid to dbscure the refulgence of Imv beams, 
which were rpfledted upon the water in broad and wavering lines 
of silver. 

The blue^i^ve was of a deeper blue — so clear and so transparent 
that you fancied yx)u couM pierce through a fathon^less perspective, 
and so refresUbg, so void of all impurity, that it invited yoii to glide 

. into its bQsbm. 

"How dear the moon shines to-night ! to-morrow I think will 
be full modn." 

** It would be as well," observed the surgeon, in reply to the 

remark of the^ptain, "to request the officer of the watch i^to 

permit the' raen^^deep on the upper deck. We shall have fflHy 

of them moon-blind." 

*i I have often heard that effect of tiie moon in tj^e tropics tiien- 

-. tioned, 4)ut have^ever seen it. In what manner does it affect the 
eyes?" 

"The moon ean^ but in one way. Sir," replied Macallan,-^ 
** by attraction. ' The men who are affected, see perfectly well In 
broad daylig^ ; but as soon as it is dusk, their powers of vision are 
gone altogether. At the usua^ime at which the hammocl^s are 
piped down, tjiey will not be able to distinguish the numbers. I 
bave had sixty men in one ^ip, in the situation I have described." 
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^* We ridiQtile the opinion of the ancients, relative to the powers 
of this^ planet/' observed the captain; '^ but, at the same time, I* 
have often heard more ascribed to her influence than the world fti 



gopervare inclined to credit. That she regulates the t1(}es is, I 
believe, theonly point upon.which*there is now no scepticism." * 

** There lias been scdl)ticism even upon that. Sir. Did you ever 
read a work entitled * Theory of the Tides ? ' I t^an, however# 
state some other pointf, from observation, in which the moon has 
power." * ^ • 

* " Ovei*^ lunatics, I presume ? " . . 

** Most certainly; and why not, therefore, over those who a^ 
rational ? We observe the effect more clearly in the lunatic, because 
liis mind is in a state of feverish excitement ; but if the moon ckn 
aet upon the diseased braip, it must also have power, although 
less perceptible, over the mind which is in 'health., I ielieve^that 
there is an ebb and flow of power in our internal mechanism, cor- 
responding to the phases of the moon. I mean, that the Uaod 
flows more rapidly, and the powers of Nature are more stimulated, 
at the flood and full, than at the ebb and iiea(),« wlien a reaction * 
takes place in proportion to the previous acceleration. Dr. Afead 
has obsei'ied, that of those who are £tt diajloint of death, nine out of 
ten quit this world at the ebb of the tide. Does not tlys observation 
suggest the idea, that Nature has relaxed her efforts during that 
period) after having been stimulated during the flpdd? Shak- 
speare, who was a true observer of Nat&re, has not omitted this 
drcumstance ; speaking of the death of Falstaff, MA. Quickly ob- 
serves, ' It was just at the turn of the tide.' " ^ 

** Well, but, Mr. Macallan^ laying aside hypothesis, what liave 
you ascertained, from actual observation, besides th^ which we 
term nooon-blindness ? " 

*^he effect of the moon upon fish, and other animal matter, 
hm^ up in its rays at night. If under the half-deck,, they would 
remain perfectly sweet and eatable ; but if exposed to the moon'$ 
rays, in the tropics, they wilJ, in the course of one night, become^u- 
trid and unwholesome. They emitjno smell ; bYit when eaten.will 
produce a diarrhoea, almost as^violent as if you had taken poison." 
. " I have heard that stated, also, by seamep>" said the captain ; 
" but have never witnessed it." ' " 

** A remarkable' and corroborative instance occurrecl, when 
I wsis in the Bay of Annapolis," resumed the surgeon. "I was 
becalmed in a smalLvessel, and amuised myself with fishing. I 
pulled up several herrings ; but, to my astonishment, they were 
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putrid and sodden an hoar or two aftey they were dead. I ob- 
servedi the circumstance to one of the ^shermen, who uiformed me» 
that several hundred barrels, taken at a fishery a few miles off, had* 
been spoiled in tile same manner. I asked the reason, and the 

► answer was, * that ihey had been sps^wned at the full of the moon/ 
Qow /as the man yps correct, I Joiow not ; but he stated that the 
circumstance had occurred lieft)fe, and was well known tolhe dder 
fishermen." * * * • ' • . 

•**^ *' Very singukr," replied Captain Mt — -. ** We are top apt tp 
reject the whole,^ because*we Tjave found a part to be erroneodls. 
That the moon is not the Hecate formerly supposed, I beUeve; but 
she seems tcThave more power than is usually ascribed to h^. Is 
that seven bells ^triking#" » * , , 

*' It isf Si^ ; the time h|i^ slipped rapidly away. I shall wish yon 

•. goodnight." ^ ^ 

• "Grcyd ^^ht#>eplied Captain M , \^o, for some tifce after 

the departure of the surg^n, continued leaning over the rail of 
Uie entering-port, in ^ent contemplation of the glassy wave, until 
ine working of |iJ6 mind was *expresse<^ in the following apo- 
strophe f-* 

" Yes— placid and beautiful as thou art, there is foul^reachery 
ffi thy smile. • Who knows but that, one day, thou mayest, in thy 
fui^, demand as thy victim the form which thou, sp p^ceably re- 
fleetest? £ver-€n|ving epicure ! thou must be fed with the healthy 
and the brailb. The gluttonous e^rth preys mdiscriminatel/ upon 
the deceased carcasses of age, infancy, and manhood ; bat thou 
must be in^ ^daintily sup(:£ed. Health, and vigour— priiAe <tf 
life, and Joyous heart — high beating pulse, and energy of soul — 
active hibdies, and \nore active minds, — such is the food in which 
tfaQu delightest : and with such dainty fare wilt thou ever be sup- 
plied, until th^ Power that created thee, with the other elements, 
shall orSer thee to pass away." 

The ,bell struck eight, and its sh|krp pe£^, followed by the 
hoairae summoping of the watch belaw, by the jboatswain's mates, 

disturbed his reverie, and Captain M descend^ to his cabin. 

And now, reader, I shall finish this chapter. You may, perhaps, . 
imagme, that 1 have the scene before me, and am describing front' 
nature : if so, you are in error. I am seated ill the'after-catym of 
a vessel, endowed whh as Kberai a share of motion as any in his 
Majesty's serllce t whilst I write I am holding on by the table, my 
legs entwined in the lashings underneath, and I can ba!*ely jnanag^ 

* to keep m^position before my manuscript. The'sea is high, the 
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gade fresh, the Ay duty, und tbreat^kg a coatinuance of what 
our trans^Atian^ desceiula]|ts .would term a pretty^onsidersdde^ 
•tarnation-strong; blast of wind. The top-gaUant yanls arg on ded^ 
the masts are strudc, the guns double^reeefaed, and the bulwarks 
creaking and grinding in most detestable regularity of disson^ce, ^ 
as the vessel scuds and lurches through a cross^nd heavy ^^^i^ 
main de% is a^oat : and, from the (ai^ess iBtting of the half ports 
at the dock-yardv' and neglect of caulking in the dRits, my fore- 
<^in is in tt^ same predicament. A bubbling brook changing i^&* 
i^urse, €d)bing and flowing as it were with the rolling of the shqp, 
is dashing with mimic fury against the trunks secured oiLes^h sicfe 
cf the cabin. * . • 

1 haxa just been summoned fft>m fny task, in consequence of o^e 
of the l)attens, whicjb secured my littl^brary, havmg ^ven way 
to the Immoderate weight of leammg that pressed npc^it : and, as •' 
my booEs hav|e been ws^ed to and fro, I haye $n^|^en^he||i from 
their first attempts at natation.- Smith^gWealth of Nations I j)icked 
up first, not worth a fig ; Don Juan I have just rescued from a s^ 
crad ^pwreck, with go other Hey-day (Haidee) to console him^ 
than the melancholy one extracted from me witn a de^figfa, ai^ I 
recei^^ his shattered frame. Here 's Burton*s Anatomy of Mdan- 
oholy^ in a Very mdanclioly plight^ indeed, and (what a fashional% 
watering-pl&ce ja^y cabin, has turned to !) here'« Bprke's Parage, 
with all the royal femfly, and aristocracy of tb^kii^om, taking a 
dip, ahd a captain of a man-of-wiar, lit^e anothei* £^y fiunn, pulling 
lhe»iout. ^ 

ScT, you perceive, my deso^tion has been all mopn^un^. 

" My wishes haT« been fiMti'en to my thougfiu. " 

My bones are sore with rocking. Horace* says, that he had a 
soul of brass who first ventured to sea ; f think a body of iA)n very 
necessary to the outfit. My^cot is swinging and jerting up io Ae 
besuns, as if the lively scoupdfel was some metaiporphosed imp 
mocking at me. *Sairve you right,— what did you list for?' Very 
.true,-r-why did I ?— Well, anxious as I am to close this cba(Aer, and 
to do^ my eyes, I will tell you, reader, what it was that induoad 
. me to go to sea. It was not to escape the drndgisy ai^ confiaf- 
ment of a school; or the admonitions received^ h<m^ The batde 
of Trafalgar had been fought— I reedlect the news Sein^f brought 
down bf the tiancing-master when I was at sidiool ; but ahhougjgi I 
knew that^g^tfen or t^^^enty sail of the line had bec^p caplur«d» * 
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yet ttet^ ba^ing^^elh^yessef hrger ttoi a mercbunt s6ip at Lon- 
don Bridge, I had tery in(Q)erfeet ideas an the subject*-*except that 
it must have been a very gkmoiis affair, as we had a whole hdiday 
in eonsequepce. But when I returned home, Ivptnessed the funeral 
pMBSSiorrof Lord Nelson ; and, as the triumphal car upon which 
h^earthlv rems^ins were borne dinppeared from jny achingp eye, 
ffelt that aeath collcniave Ho terrors, ^if followed by such a fu- 
neral; and I determined that I would be buried in the same man- 
1^. This is the* feet ; but t am not now exactly of the same 
opinion* I bad no icl^a at that time, ithait ifrwas such a terrible 
roundabout waj to St. Paufs. Here I haye been tossed about hi 
eyery quarter of the g^obe, |or between' twenty and ii vconcbtweiity 
j^ars, and the dome is almost a$ (]istant as evert 

I mean to-|Nit up with thelFamily vault ; but I'^should like very 
much to have engraved on my coffin—* Msu)y years Cpmmissioner,' • 
or * LordW the Admiralty,' or 'Governor of Greenwich fiosptal,' 
* Ambassador,' *IWvy GounciBor,' or, in feet, any tiring but Cap- 
lain : for, though acknowledged to be a good ti^velling ^ame, it is^ 
a \^ry insignificant title at the end of our journey. Moreover, as 
the aijtUdr of Pelbam says, '' I wi^ someBody would adoot ine." 

Now, tljat I have slated my wishes, I have only to ada, that^all 
communications on the 'object, directed, post paid,;to a. Y. Z., at 
MessrSi Colbum and Bentley's, New Burlipgum-street, will meet 
with due oonsideratioB. 



CHAPTER XXflL 

WJi^D bi9 pockets were lined , why his tife sbouUl be meodedv 
Tlie law8.he.liad broken he'd never break nii>re. 

- • &EA S01U3. 

On 1^ return to London, M*Elvina immediately repaired to the^ 
red#ence of his pat^^lhat he might enter into the nec^sary ex- 
pbnatiom relative tOm capture of the vessel, and the circum- 
stances which Bad ^^ced his release from the penalties and 
imprisonment to which he had been subjected by his lawless carreer. 
Previous, however, to Narrating the events which occurred upon 
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Us arrival, ?it yn& bo adviss^Ie m offer some reiOarks r^tive to 
M'Elvipdt Whicb^ when they have been §uggested to the reader, 
will serve to remove much of the ai^arent inconsistency of his 
diaracter. That ^ person who, from his ^rliest childhood,' had 
been brought up to^ fraud and deceit, fih6uld, of his olm acctfj^-^ 
and so suddenly, return to hon^ty, may at first appear problem- 
atical* But let itbe^ remembered, tUHt/M'S^vfha was hot in the 
situation of those who, having their choice of good and evil, had 
preferred the latter. From infancy he had been brought up t^ 
and h4d heard every.enconyum upon, dishopesty, Without^aying 
one friend to point out to him the advantages of persuing another 
course.^ The same spirit of emulation which would have made 
him strenuous in th^ right path, urg^ him forward in his career pf 
erwT* iff after liis discharge from ^be Pltilanthropjc School, he * 
«had h^d time to observe the advantag^, in practice, of ijiose max- 
ims whicti haa only been iiiculcated in theory, it i^«ot ifl|)robaUe 
tl|at he might have reformed ; this, however, wa^ prevented by the 
inj|idicious^conduct*of his master. * « ^ - 

* But although the principles which had been instilled, were not 
sufficiently powerful, unassisted by reflection, tai*esist the force of 
habit, the germ, smothered as it was foe the time, was not de- 
stroyed ; shd after M'Elvina's seven yearsT servitude in a profes- 
sion remarkable for candour and sincerity, and in which he had 
neither temptation nor ppporti!inity to return to his evil CQurses, 
habit had l;)een counteracted by habit. The tares and wheat were • 
of equal growth.' This is substantiated by the Mngle fact of his 
indmation to be honest when he found the ]^ket-book. A* con- 
firmed rc^e would neyer have thought of returning it, ^ven if it 
had not been worth five shillings. It is true, if it had contained 
hundreds, that, in his clistres^ed circumstances, the temptation , 
might have been too strong; but this remark by no means dis- 
proves the asseilion, that he had the inclination to be honest. 
** There is a tide in the affairs of men," aftd it was on this decision 
between retaining or returning the pocket-book that depended the 
future misery br weUaf e of M'Elvina. Fortunately, the sum was 
not sufficient to turn Jhe nicely balanced scaled and the generoaj|ty 
of olfl Homblow confirmed the victory on the side of .virtue. ^ 

I do not mean to assert that, for some time 'subsequent to^is 
transactidn, M*Elvi6a \*as influenced by a reBgious, or eveife moral - 
feeling. . It was rather by interested motifs tjiat hfe was convinced, ' 
bi|t convinced he was ; "^ntl whether he was proud of his return to 
comparative^virtue, or found it necessary* to refresh hi$ memory, 
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his constant injunctioni^ to others to be honest (upon the same prin- 
ciple that a man who tells a story l*6peatedly, evehtually beheves it 
to be true) assisted to keep him sted&st in his good resolutions. 

Upon thefotber points of his character it will be unnecessary to 
dSatQ. *For his gentlemanly appearance and address he was in- 
dd)ted to Kature^ who does not always'choose to acknowledge the 
d^ms which aristocracy thinks propei( to assert, an4 occasionally 
jmqks the idea, by bestowing graces on a cottager whic^ might be 
roried by the inh^itants of a pedace. Of M'Elvina it may wkh 
justice be asserted, that his feults were those of education-rhis 
qpurage; gaierosity, and many good qualities, w«re his own. 

M^Elvina, who knew exactly at what hour of the day his pSitron 
would be abr^d, tookl&e precaution of not going to- the house until 
the tin^e at which he would be certain to find Susan, as usual, in the 

* little parlour, aldne; and o<k;upied with her needle or her book. 
The street-aoor had just been opened by the maid, to r^ve some 
articles of domestic iise, which a tradesman had sent home ; and 

• M^!^lvina, putting his finger to his lips to ensure die silence of the 
girl, who^ would have run to commiAicate the wefccnne intelli- 
gence of his arrival, stepped past her into the passage, and f6und 

. the door of the little parlour. Gently admitting himself, he dis- 
covered Susafl, whom he had not disturbed; sitting opposite to the 
' window,*with her back towards him. He ierept in soiUy behind 
her chair. She was in deep- thought; one hand rested on her 
ehedk, and the other held the pen with which she had been arrang- 
ing the accounts of f}ie former week, to submit them, as usual, to 
her father on the SMiday evening. Of whom and what she was 
diidking was, however, soon manifested to M'Elvina, for she com- 
menced scribbling and drawing with her pen on the blotting-paper 
before her, until she at last wrote Several times, as if sl^ were 
pratctising to see how it would look as a signature, 

• " "Susan M'Elvina." 

** Susan M'Elvina." 
• ' *^ Susan M'Elvina." 

AlUiough delighted at tfiis proof that he was occupying her 
thougiits, M'Elvina had the delicacy tb retire unperceived," and 
Susan, as if. recollecting herself, slightly coloured, as she twisted 
♦ i^p the paper and threw it under the grate ; in doing which, she 
perceived M*Elvina, who still remained at the door.* A cry of 
surprise, a deep blush of pleasure over her pale face, and a hand 
frankly extended, which M*Elvina dould with difficulty r^ist i^ 
impulse to raise to his Ups, were followed up by the hasty interr»| 
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gation of^'\ Why, your arin is iti a sliiig? You did not say that 
you were hurt wbeu you wrote irom PJy mouth ?" 

** It'was not worth mentioniu^f, Susan— ^it's almost well ; but, 
teU me, how did your father bear the loss of the vessrf? " 

"Oh ! pretty wdl ! But, .Captain M*Elvina, you could not have 
done me a greater fayoui», 'or my fether a greater kin&iess. He 
Ims now wound-up. hiaafiaijrs, and intends to retire from all specu- 
lation. He has purchased a house in the country, and I hope, wh^ 
we go there, that I shall be more happy, and \fii\e better health, 
tha(i I have had of late/.' ^ ^ ^ 

" And what is to become of me? " djserved M'Elvina, Igravelj. 
" Oh, J d<Mi*t know— you are the best judge of that." 
" Well, then, I will confess to you, Susan^ that I am just as well 
pleased that all this has taken place as you are ; for 1 am nqf, sorry 
to give up a profesdon respecting which, betwfen*ourselves, I have * 
lately had many samples of conscience. I have not saved much, it 
is true ; but I luive enough to Live upon, 'as hmg as I have no one to 
take care of except myself." • 

** You raise yoursdf i# my opinion by saying soj" replied* 
Susan ; " although it is painfid to me to condemn a practice which 
impeaches my father* Your courage and talents may be better . 
applied, Thank God, that it is all over/' • * 

"But, Susan, you- said that you hoped to have better health. ' 
Have you not been well ? " 

" Not very iU," replied Susan ; "but I have had a good deal of 
anxiety. The loss- of the vessd,^— your capUire,— hsTs affected my 
father, and, of course, has worried me." '5f 

The diacouree was now interrupted by old HombloW) who^ad 
returned home to his dinner. He received H^Elvina in the most 
friendly manner, and they sat down to table. 

After dinner, M^Elvina entered into a minute detail of all that had 
occurred, and, as far as he was concerned, with a modesty which 
entoiced his meritorious conduct. 

Susan listened to. the narrative with intense interest : an4 as 
soon as it was over, retired to herroom, leaving old Homblow and 
M'Elvina over their4)ottle. 

" Well, M'Elvina, what do you mean to do with yourself? said 
the old man. " You know that Susan has at last persuaded me < 
into retiring from business. I have just concluded the purchase of 
a little property near the, sea-side, about seven miles from the 
village of — ; — , in Norfolk— it adjoins the great Rainscouct 
Instate. YQukm>wthatpart of the coast." • 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE^KmCS 9WN. 137 

•*V«7 weO,.Sif; tbere is u'fetootfUaii^g-place there, opt^ 
ihe Rai&sqoiirt estate. It >vas formerly •the |roperty of Adftiiral 
DeCk)urcy." ' ^ ,* . ' * . 

•7* Ah ! we dotft mean to smugqje aliy inore— so that's ilo n's^T 
* 1 should not havelcnown that it i^as n^ the uainscourt property^ * 
only they inserted it in the particulars of saje as an ad>^hitag^ ' 
ikhough I confess f do not se^ any'partiqj^ar advantage* in a pc» 
inan living too near^ rich on6. JBut answer my questioD^-WHal» 
atjd you going to do with yourself?^ If I can assi^ you, M^Elvin^,^ 

iwiu." : . . ' ♦ * , • • 

**1[do'nolintendt(5go toi^aany more." , ^, ' ' 
"Wo! whs^j^ thent I suppose! you woi^ Hie to marrj^' and. ^ 
settle, on shor^? WdT, if I can assist you, M*Elvina, I vrfll." ^ 
** You Ikould, indeed, assist* me there, Sir/* \ \ * ' 

" Oh f Sa«m, I suppose, i Nay, don't eolourj' tip ; I've seen k 
long^pough, and if I had jpotnieant that it^^ould be so, Ishould 
have put an end to it before. , You Sre an honest man, 9^fSl\{na, and ^^ 
fknow nobody to whom l^ould give my girl sooner than to you." 

" You have, indeed, remov^ a weight from my mind, S[r^ahd • 
I hardly know how to express my thanks to you for your %oq(1 
wjshe^ but I have yet to obiain.your^daughter's'conseirf." 

• ** I know you have; ypucahriot exjfet ttet shft will anticipa^ 
your .wishes a^ I have (B^pe. * But as I wish tl^ bus^pess to be* 
decided at once, t shalllsend her down to you, and I'll take a walk 

. ih^the mean time. * AR I can say is, that if slie says she has no mind 
to ^11, don't you believe hec, for I know better." 

* " Susan !" said old HomHow, gomg to the door.* n 
"Yes, father." ; * ' . ' / ' . 

" Cpme down, my dear, and sWy with Captain M'ElvinJf'* I ata 
'obHgedtogobut." *. . • * 

Old Hornblow reached down his hat, put on his spencer,^ and 
departed ; while Susan, whose. heart told her that so unusual a ' 
movement^ on her father s part was not vrfthout some good r^sA, 
descended ft) the parl6ur with a quickened pulse. 

* *Sug§n !" said Bl'Elviua, who had risen from'his chaif \o receive 
her, as so6n«as*he heard her footsteps,* " I havcpmuch to say to 
you, and I must be as brief as I can, for my mind is in too agitated a 
slkte to bear with much tefnpo|ising. Do me the favour to t^ke a 
chair, and listen while I make you acquainted with what you do not 

Sutan trenib]^ ; an^ the colour flew from her cheeks as s^ie sat 
dQwn on* the chair v^hich Bl'Elvina handed to her. 



.^ 
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'' Your fatW, SusaiH|K>ok me by the hand, at a fime that I ^*as 
in gieat distress, iiyM)!is^uence of my having pleased him by an 
act4of common honestj* You ^ow ^ow kind and considerate a 
^tron'he has been to me since, and I have now been in his emplby 

. some years. This e#ning^hePhaS» overpowered "toe wit|} a weight * 

« of grja^de, by allowing m^ to aspire to that whi^ I most covet 
m earth, <md has tconsented to my robbing him, if I cao^ of bk 
gncatest:jtreasure. Yoircannot mistake what^I nl^Ban. But, pre- 
vious to my requesting an answR* on a poiift in which my future 
^happiness is involved. I have an act of justice to perforih towards 
you, and of conscience towards myself, whiqlk must be'fulfiUed! It 
ifit^to lib catadi^, and not allow you to be entrtpped into an alliance 
with. ST person of whSse life you, at presept, knoV^ but the fair 
side. • * • , • * 

^^ First, let fne state to you, Susan, .that my parentage is as 
obscure as it w^U can be} and secondfy^ ^at the early part of my life 
was as vicifius. - 1 may, indeed,^xt^uate it when I, enter into an 
explaoafion, and with' great justice : but 4 have now only stated the 
facts^generally. if you wish me to enter into ^rticulars, much as 
I sIM blush at' the exposure, and painful as the task assigned will 
tky IsbaU^ot refuse, even at the risl^of losing all I covet, by the 
confession : fog, much as»my happiness is at stake, I hsffe tOp 
^kcere arggard for ybu to .allow you to»'contray;t any engagement 
with me, witfa<jlit making this candid #rowal: ' Now^ Susan,^ 
•answer me frankly— whether, in the first plac^, you wish me to 
discover the particulars of my early life ; in the.next place (if j^bu 

. decline bearing them); whether, after this general avowal, you wBl 
listen to any solicitations, bnj my jftirt, to induce you to unite your 
futura||^tuiy with mine ? " • 

"Captj>inM*Elvina, I thank you for your candour," replied Suj^, ' 
^' and w^ imitate you in my *ani^wer« Your obscure* parentage 
cannSt be a matter of consideration to one who has, no descent to 
b^Mft That you have not always beenleading a creditable life, 
I am sorry for; more sorry becai^se I am sure it must^Je a* source 
of r€()entance and mortification to you ; but I have not an idle 
curiosity to wisl^you to impart that which would not tend* to my 
4iappiness to divulge. I did once hear anf'old gentlewoman,* who 
had been conversant with the world, d^Iare, that if every man 
was o1)liged to confess the secrets dF his Ufe before marriage, few 
young women wonld be persuaded to go up to th^ altar. I hd|e it 

• is not true ; but whether it is or not, it does not exactly bear^poh 
t!\e'Sifl)ject in agitation. I again thank you'for yoifr candour, aqd 
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^fesciaiiii all^di to know any fur&et. I b&eve I have npY^ 
answered y<#'que8tioirr . * ' . '• 

"Not yet, Susan,— you have not yet answered the latter part 
of it/' . * ^ 

^ " What |as K?— I don't reiJoUect.'* , ' 

" It was, said M'^Ivina, picking^ up tjje piece of twisted paper* 
which'Susaa had thrown under the grate,—" wltether you woul4 
li^n to mr entreaties to sign yodir 'name in future as on this 
paper?" ^, 

" Oh, M'Elvina," cried Susan,--'' how unfair! how u^geoesous! 
^•wHetestyour ' 

^ "FU not believe that. I have your own hand-writing.to thi 
contrary, and ru appeal ttf your father." . 

^iNay. rather than that — you have S6tine an exampk <5f candour^ 
and sfaali profit by it. Promise me, M'Elvina, alwSys to treaf me 
as you have this day,---and here is my hand." 

" Who would not be honest, 40 be so rewartied ?," replied iM'tl- 
vina, as he embrJbed the Uushijag girl. 

" Ah,— all's, right^ I perceive," cried ofd Hornblow, who had 
opaaed the door unperceived. " Ck)me, my dulclrei/, la^e my 
blessu^—long may you live happy and united." 



« • 



• 



CHAPTER XXIV. 

He was 9 shrei;^ d phUosopber, *, 

• And had lead er'ry text and gloss oVer. 
vniaterer ^^ptic could enquire for, 
^or every 117% he bad a|{;^re/bre : 
He could reduce all things to acts. 
And knew4heir nature by abstracts. 

* HUDIBBIS. • 

• 

Captain M was not unmindful of the promise wMph he had 

made to Jd'Elviqa, relative to our hero ; and when he returned to 
the ship, lie sent for Macallan the sui'geon, and requested as a 
(Sersonal favour that he would superintend Willy's education, and 
direct his 3tudie$. ' * - 

B(acallian w^p too partial to Captain M to refuse, and for- 



Digitized by 



Google 



140 THE KIKG'S OWV. 

tHDately bad imbibed a strong regard for Willy, w^se r^nooH^ 
history, •fearly <X)Mrage, and ^amiability of 'disposition had msRle 
him Sk general favourite. MacaUan, therefoi^e, willingly undertook 
the tuition of a boy who combined energy of mind with docility of 
disposition and sweetness of tempec' * There coujd n^ have been 
selected a persmi better qualified than the syrgeon for iihpat*tin^ 
that general knowledge so valuable in after Ufe ; and^ under his 
guidance, Willy soon proved iliat strong Intellectual nj^ers-we^e 
among the other advantages which Ije ]iad received fFompature. 

The Aspasia flew before the trade winds, and in a few weeks ar- 
ijved at ^arbadoes j where Captain M-^ — found orders^ kl^t hy 
the admiral of 'the station, directing him to survey a dangerous reeif ^ 
of rocks.to.the northward, of Porto Rico,* and 10 continue to cruise 
for some weeks in that quarter,^ after the service had been per^- 
formed. In three days the frigate was revictualled and vvatered ; 
an(j| the officers had barely time to h^ve their sea-arrangements 
completed, bi^fore th^ frigate again expanded her canvas .to a fa- 
vourable breeze. In a ^w hours tbe island was Vft so for ast^n 
as to appear like the blue mist which so often decei\es the expec- 
tant scanner of the horizon. ^ • 
^ • " .Y^u Billy Pitt 1 is all myjmen come on board ?" 

" Yes,' Sar,"^ replied Billy, who was in Courtenay's cabin. " I 
make bill out; just n^w cast up multerpication of whole." 

**rm afraid you vepy oftenTuse multiplication in your addition, 
Mr> Billy/' 

^* True bill, Sar,"* relied Billy, coming out of the c^bin, and 
handing a paper to Gourtenay. * v 

" What'5 this ? — nineteen tarts ! Why, you black thief, I never 
had any tarts." .,, . . - 

" Please, let me see, Sar," said Billy, peering over his shoulder. 
" Yes,* Sar, all right— I count 'em. , Tell^vasherwonot^ put plenty 
of tarch in collar." . . * 

"Shirts, you mjfgfgr /—why don't you le^krnto spell with that 
dictionary of yours?" . 

",Know how to spell very well, Sar," replied Billy, haughtily, 
'' ' • "'farte.'" * * 

seventeen toul.' — You do know ho\v to spell 

Doctdf not write same way you write." 

t 
le. way me — ebery gentleman write different 
1 gentleman write his own way, why not ebery 
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gapMicQian spelj hi& own way? Da*^ iny way to sfjeil/ ^air," con- 
tinued Billy, tery much affrosled, . * . * 

" I ean't argue with jfou now* Mr. BfiHy— there's one bell after* 
.four striking, and I have Hardly had a glass of wine, from your 

• bothering.me. Upon my sftu), it's excessively annoying." 

" One bell, Mr. Courj!fenay !" cfced Jerry,' at die gim-room door^ 
*' A*. Price will thank you to relieve bim." *^ 

** I say, Mr. Prose," continued Jerry, as he passed' through the 
steerage to/el|u*n on deck, **ril jiist trouble you to hVad your 
carcass up as soon as convenient.^ . 

" rtrecdy, Jerry,— I—will— but my tea— is sohot." . 

" Well,, then, lejive it, apd III drink it for yojp," replied Jerry, 
asoexiding the ladder. * ^f 

^* Well, Mr^^G », did you tell Mr. Cpurtendy ?" inquired Prices » 

** Yes, Sir^" replied Jerry. ' ^ . 

" What (Jidbd say?" . , , , 

** He said, *paiss.the bottle, Sir,'" replied Jerry, touching his hat 
and K^otchan^jjng a muscle of his cftuntenance^ although c^lighted > ^ 
with the vcKaiion that appeared in that of the tired' lieutenaoL as. 

* be waUt^ed away forward. - - "'^ * 

FoPtwj^ or tffr^ days the irigate sailed between the islands^ ^ t 
which* f^ed their lofty crests abrupUy fro}i(i the ocean, like the 
embatllements of » some vast castle which had' been submerged, to 
the water's edg^. ?Ier progress* was slow, as she was only in-- 
ddt>ted to Ibe land or sea-breezes as tbey alternately blew, and 
was^ becalmed >at tb^close of the day^ diir^ig. the pause between 

. Ibeir relieving each otter ftom their, never-ceasing duty. Such 
was the situation of the Aspasia oh< the^eyening of the third day. 
•The' scene was Dne of tho$e s{)lendid panoramas vvhidi are only to 
be gazed on in^ tropical climes. The sun was near setting : and as 
he passed through the horizontal streaks of vapour, fijlnged i^v^^ 
nari;ow edges with a blaze Df glory, strongly in opntfast with the 
cteep blue of the Zenith reflected b^ ](^e sfiil wave in €very quarter, 
^Loept where\h6 d^scfending*oii) poured down his volume of rays, 

t ii?bich chim^ed the s^.in(i) an*element of molten gold. The frigat^ 
was lying motion]^' in the narrow channel be 
islands, the high mountains of which, in deep : 
were reflected in l^agthened shadows^ extendi] 
sides, and, looking (bwnwards/you beheld the ^' n 
UsttY of . the officers were standing, abaft admiri 
thel^rie ; but not givihg vent to their feelings, frc 
sciousness of inability to do jiistice 19 it in their e 
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Macallan first brotLie the siiaice. *' Who would Jmagine, Ckwir- 
tenay, that, ere yonder sun stall rbe ugain, ^ hurricane may ex- 
• haust its rage upon a spot so calm, so be^dJFul as this, where all 
now seems to whisper peace?" * ♦ 

, The remark was foUo^Ycd hy a noiSe like that proceediog^ from • 
a^distant gun. " Ts ijt pace you Inane; Doctor?** said one of the 
midshipmen, from the sister kingdom, "^y the powers, thl^e's 
*wartoJ.he knife,* already. Look," continued he, pointing with 
his finger in a direction under the land^ '' there*s ^^^Ue b^twe^oi 
the whale and the thrasher." 

'fho remark of the midshipYnan wps correct, and the wholf party 
congregated on th^ taffrail to witness the struggle which had already 
\ • commenced. The blows of the thrasher,, a large fish, of the same 
' Species a? the. whale, giveji with ineredil^. fdree ai)^ noise on the 
back of the whale, were ncrw answered by his more unwieldy anta- 
gonist^ who lashed the sea with fury in his attempts to retaliate 
upon \gs mor^ actiye assailant : apd while the contention lasted, 
• the water was in a foam. * * ^ , 

- I|^a few minutes, the whale plunged, and disappeared. 
^* "Hehasliad lenoughof it," obswvgd the master, "but the 
» ^ • tiirasher wiU not let him off so easily. He must (»me up^ l^l^the 
directly, and you'll find the thrasher yard-arm and yard-^fm with 
him again.*' ' * . ' 

As the, mastec observed, the' whale soon iFeap))eared, and the 
thrasher, wholiaS closely pursued him, as if determined to niak^ 
up for lost time, threw himself out of the wSier, and came down ' 
upon the whale, striking 'Jiim with •tremendous force upon the • 
'■" shoulder.' The whale pliihjjed so perp^dicularly, that his broad 
tail was many feet upraised id the air, and the persecuted animal* 
\|^ seen no more. : , # 

^ ^* That last broadside settled him/* said Courteiay. 

" SMi him tt)o, 1 thinkj" cried Jerry. *, ^ 

"Strange,*** observed **Courtftiay, addressing Macallan, "that 
there shoidd be such an antipathy between the animaU. The Wesl- 
Jndians assert^ that at the same time (he thrasher stttackl nim above, • ' 
the sword-fish pierces him underneath*— if so, it must be very an- 
noying." \ / ^ 

" I have heard th^ same stoi*y, ^but h^ve ne\^er mysdf seen the 
sword-fish,** replied Macalfan ; •** it.is, however, very possible, as 
there, is no animal in the creation, that has so many enemies ^the 
^ whate." ; ' " 

" A tax on greatness," observed Jerry ; " Fm glad it goes by . 
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bulk. Mr. Ma^aHan/' contiaued he,. ^|fyou're a philoscmber, and ^ 
1 haye heard you argue that wMtever is, is H^ht— will^yoSi explain 
to my con^llnnitate ignorance, npon what jj^groimds the thrafcef ^ 
attacks that iineffendlng m^^of blubber ?^ * * " * 

** r41^plainitto ygu,'^ said Courtmy laughing. ' " The whale, 
who ha^ust c^m^ from the northward, finds himself m very com- 
fortable quaftersjiere, and has rib wish to heave up his anchor, and 
proceed on bis voyage round Cape Hom. "ftie thrash'er is the , 
port-admiral of the station, atid his blows are so many ^nsXQ en- 

• force his orders to sail forthwith." * ^ -^ 

*'Tlfenkyou, Sir, V answered Jerry, sarcastically, "for your -* 
very ingen^us isplanation ; but I dqpaot^ee.why his guns should* 
be shotted. Perhaps Mr. Macallan will now oblige me by his ifle0 
on tbe subject." ^ . ; * ^ 

**' How far these islancfs may b^ the Capua to the whrfCj which 
Mr.*Courtehay presumes, I cannot say,"^ ahswered 'the ^urg^ftn, 
pompously* . "but f have observed that ^11 the cetaceous tribe are 
very much annoyed by vermin, wliiclUQdhere to their skin^.. Tou* 
often see the porpoises, and smaller fish of this class,' throw, them^ 
selves mto t])e air, and fall flat on the water, to detach thi barnacles 
and otner parasitical insects, which distress thep. ^ay it n<^ b^ ' 

• that the trhale, being so enormous an animaj, and not able to. em- 
ploy the same nfeans of relief, receives it from the blows; of the • 
thrasbeir?" • V ' • 

" bAvo, Doctor ! Why, then, the thrasher may be consiplered 
as .a medical attendant to the whsUe ; aiJli,~ from thd specimen we^ 
have witnessed- of .his humaidty, a .baval practitioner, f have no 
doubt,*' added Jerry. ' */ * 

***V^ry well* Mr. Jerry ; if ever you come undei* my hafids, you 
shall Soiait for .that.'' . ■-% 

"Very iktle chance. Doctor; I'm such^'a miserable objec* tUiit 
even disease passes by*me with contempt. If I ^ver*am in yqpr *^^ 
list, I*presHme it will be for a ca^- of plethora,^'^ replied Jerry,* 
. ^)anning his thin waist. ' , 

" Young gentlemen, get down directly. Whaf are you all cloing 
lere on the taffrail?!' bawledput the fir§t;|ieutenant, wh^had jUst 
ime qp the ladder. ^ # • 

"We've been looking at a,se^buBy," said Jerry, in a tqne of\ 
Voice sufficiently loud iff excite the merriment of those about him, 
without being heard by the first-lieutenant. 

*' What's the joke?"- observed Mr. Bully, coming aft as the mid- 
shipmen were dispersing. * ♦ . t 
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^ ** Some bfplr. 3- *s qjAsense," jfeplied th^Uu^geon. 

This answer not b^lag satisfactory, the first-Keutenant todi if for 
' grajited, as ^people usually do, that the laugh was agflUkst himself, 
and his choler ^as raKed against the'*ffending party/ 

"Mr. ) ^ ! , Ay, that foupg man things of any thiM but his 

duty. Thef e he is, playing with the captain's dog ; and Hb watch, 
TM answer for ity or lie would not be on deck. Mr. J — — ," con- 
tinued thte flt'st-4ieiitenant to Jerry, whQ was walking |tp and dowti 
to leewaid, followed by a large Newfoundland dog, **is it your 
^watch?" * . 

"Yes, Sir," replied Jerry, touching his fiat. 
"Then why are you skylajjking with that dog ?*t t 
♦ "J am pot skylarking" with the do^. Sir. HafoUows me up and 
*' down. I believ^he takfes me^ fojr 2^bone" 

1* I am not surprised at it/' replied the first-lieutenant, laughing. 
Hie sto-geon, who remained abaft, was now accosted by \^y, 
wjio had been amusing hiipselfs leaning* Jver the side of ^ boat Which 
had been lowered down, hf tW first-lieutenant, .to examine the 
staying of the masts,.,and catching, in a tin-pot, the various minute 
objects of* natural history which passed by,, as the fygata glided 
^ |lo\%. alongw* • - ' 

"What shell is'thi^ Mr, Macallan, Chichi hjve picked up? It n 
* floated i^n the surface of the water, by means of thbse air bladders, 
which are attached to it.*^* • ^ 

*f That shell, Willy," replied Macallan, who, roountingJ*hisfa- 
vvourite hobb^j immediately spouted his pompous truths,, "is call^, 
. ,^^ NatunalistSy the ianthina fragilis, perhaps the weakest and most 
flelieat^'in its texture which exists, and yet the only one^ which 
ventures to contepd^with the^ stormy ocean. The f arieties of the 
liauUli have the «ame property of floating on the slirface of tBiB wa- 
ter , ftH they seldom ai^'found many miles tvcm land. Jhey^re 
^.. ; only coastm, in companion with this adventurous little navigator, 
'^ 'wnich alone braves the Adantiq, i and floats about in the same fa- 
thomless deep which is ranged by the devoiuring shark, and lashed . 
by the stupendous whale. I have picked up these^ little sailors 
. neariy'ofie tlbousand miles from the |and. Yet observe, it is his s^ 
, curity — his tenement, of sjuch thin texture to eflabie him to floai 
ivith greater ease, would not be ^e to encounter the rip|Jing of 
jbe wave upon the smoothest beach." ^ 



« tm awaiethat there are two or^three other pelagic shells,, but, at the time of this nar^ 
rativ^kiey werAot4iioilh. • 
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** Wfcituse a3re they of?" 

, "Ot no direct use that I know of, William ; but if it has no other 
use than to induce you to reflect a little, it has not been made in 
vain. ^All jireated things are not applicable to the wants or the en- 
joyment of man ; but their examination will always tend to his im- 
provement. When*yoi| analjrse this littlf creature in its domicile, 
^nd,see how wonderfully it is provided with all means necessary 
ifer its existence, -r-when you compare it with the thousand varieties 
i|pon the beach, m all of which you will perceive the same Master- 
hand visible, the same attention in providing for their wants, the 
same minute aud eaidless beauty of colour and of form, — you can- 
not but ackiMirledge the vastness and th^magnificence of the Maker. 
In the same manner, the flowers and shrubs, which embellish, as * 
they cover the earth, are not all so much for use, as they are for* 
ornament. What human ingenuity can approach to the perfection 
of the meanest effort ^ of the Almighty hand? Has it not been 
pointed out in the Scriptures—' Consider the Uhes of the field, how 
they grow ; they toil not, neither do they spin : And yet I say unto ' 
you. That even Solomon, in allTiis glory, was not arrayed Uke one 
of these.' Never; debate in your mind, Willy, of what use are these 
thing^ which God has made — for of what use^ then, is man, Ihe^ 
most endowed and the iliost perverse of all the creation, except to 
show the goodness and the forbearance of the Almighty ! You 
may, hereafter, be incUned to debate, why noxious reptiles and 
ferocious be&^, that not only are useless to man, but a source of 
dread and of danger, have been created. They have their inherit- 
ance upon earth, as well as man, and combine with the ' rest of 
animated nature, to show the power, and *^he wisdom, and the end- 
less variety of the Creator. It is true tliat all animals were made for 
our use ; but recollect, that when man fell fr6m his perfect slate, it 
was decl?ired, *In the sweat of thy brow thou shalt eat bread.' Are 
trackless forests, and yet unexplored regions to remain vdthout li v- 
mg creatures to enjoy them, until they shall be requiired by man ? 
And is nian, in his fallen state, to possess all tW earth, and its ad- 
^vantages, without labour,— without fulfilling his destiny ? No. Fe- • 
rocious and noxious animals disappear only before cultivation. It . 
IS a part ofr the labour to which he has been sentenced, that he 
should rent! them Qut as the * thistle aqd the thorn ; ' or drive them ' 
to those regions, which are not , yet required by him, and of which 
they may continue to,have possession undisturbed.*' 

Such was the language of Macallan to our hero, whose thirst for* 
Inowledge constantly made fresh demands upon the surgeon's fund 

^0 
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of informaliOB ; and, p^dantig as his language may appear; it €on* 
tained unportaDt truths, which were treasured up by the retentiY^ 
memory of his pupiL ^ 



* ' * ■ . ■' * 

CHAPTER XXV; 

*», . 

■ How frjiil, how cowardly i& woman's mifid I 
^ Yet when strong Jealousy inflames the soul, * ^ 

The \veak will roar, and cahns to tempests roll. 
^ . . * Leb's Rival Quern. 

BoT we must now follow up the mQtipns^of Mr. JRainscourt, who 
quitted the ^stle, and travelling with great diligence," once more 
trod the pavement of the metropolis, which he had quitted in equal 
haste, but under very different circumstances. The news of his 
good fortune had preceded him, and he received all that homage 
which is invariably shown to a man who ha^ maqy creditors, an^ 
the means of satisfying all their demands- As he had prophesied, 
the little genileman in black was as obsequious as could be desired, 
and threw out m^py indirect him;s of the pleasure h(e should have 
in superintending Mr. Jlainscqurt's future arrangements ; and, by 
way of reinstating himself in his good graces, acquainted him with 
a plan for reducing the amount of the demands that were made upon 
him. Rainscourt, who never forgave, so far acceded to the law- 
yer's wishes, as to permit him to take that part of the arrangements 

into his hands ; and, aft^r Mr. J- had succeeded in bringing- 

the usurers to reasonable terms — when all had been duly signed 
^d sealed, not only were his services declined for the future, but ^ 
the servants were desired to shew him the street door. , ^ 
. As his wife had remarked, Rainscourt found no difficulty in mak-« 
.ing friends of all sorts, and of both sexes— and he had launch^ 
into a routine of gaiety' and dissipation, in which he continued for 
• several months, without allowing his wife and daughter tt> interrupt 
his amusements, or to enter his thoughts. 

X He had enclosed an order upon the banker at — - — , soon after 
liis arrival in London, and he considered that he had done all that 
was requisite. Such was not, however, the opinion of his wife — to* 
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))e imidn^ i$ a Ippeiy castle in Ireland, was neither her intenttoh 
nor her taste. Finding that repeated letters were unanswered, in 
Hfbich she requested pennission to join him, and pointed 6ut the 
wecessiiy that Emily, who Jwas? how nearly twelve years .old, should 
have the advantages of tuition which his fortune could command, 
she plicked up a slender w^rclrobe, and in a,week arrived in London 
' ^ih Emily^ and drove up to the door of the.hotel, to which Rains- 
;tourt had^ijirected tl^i^ his ^ettei:&,shpuld be adjlressed, 

' Ra^scourt was not at home when she itrrived ; announcing her- 
self as hisjtvife, she was shown up stairs Jnto his apartments, a 
mindte^ survey* of whi€h, with their conteMs, was immediately 
isade; anJ t^e njtes, aqd letters, whiqhw^i^ carelessly strewed ' 
upon a^e tables and Wl of which she took %e liberty to peruse*,^ 
liadthe effect of throwing Mrs. Rainscourt into a transp^ of jea- 
lousy SM^d indignation. The minutes appeared hours, and the 
boui^.n^onths, until he made his appearance,, whiph he at last did, 
accompanied by tiro fasln6nable roues^ih whomlie^associiated. 
t .The waiters, who*hap|iene3 not to bein the way as he ascended 
Othe stairs, had not ann^nced to him the' arrival of his wife, who 
vas siltihg*on the sofa in her^ bonnet and shawl, one band full of ^^ 
notes and letters, the superscriptions of which were evidently in a 
female hand— and the other holding her handkerchief, as if pre- 
pared for a sc^ne. One leg was crossed oyer the other, and the 
foot pf tlje one that was aboye, worked in the air, up and down, 
"i^lhe fprceof a piston of fi steam engine, indicative, of the pro- 
pdUi% j^lv^er within,— when Rainscourt, whose voice was heard 
l^b^^y lip stairs, arrived at the landing place, and in answer to 
a qieeistiop pf one of his companions, replied — 
. -ftGo^afld see her ! Not I— Fm guite tbed of her— Ry Joye Fd , 
^» %^see^y wife ;" and as he finished the sentence, entered the 
^^^^pmt^ .wbere the unexpected appearance of Mrs. Rainscourt 
«i£|k.S^m involuntarily ejuclaim, ** Talk of tl^e devil—" 

' *fMi^^e appear^, Sir," replied the lady, rising and making a * 
prj^rind courtesy, . . 

'**feioh^ my dear," replied Rainscourt, embarrassed, and un- 
iplfeg'tbat a scene should : taj^e place,before his companions—*' I , 
• was i^nty joking." 

|*',Gpod morning, Rainscourt," said one of his friends— " Fm 
■aAaiflthatl^sliall be detrop." 
\**,AiHi Fm off too, my dear fellow, for there's no sayipghow 
file jcdke may be taken,'* added the other, following his companion 
odt oCt^e room. . . . - 

\ • 
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adl^ring to Us.iudes. CMteene die jpAteBai^widt. what t^aidt|[ ^ 
they cliog to save themsdves from .being iwasted into- the deef^ 
water,* an^ being devoured by the fishes that arS i^ayipg^ in itf 
chasms ! What a source of endkss amusem^t, what a field f5r 
deq^ reflection^ is there in the ityvestigs^dB^of thi^om R^ rock ! 
When you contemplate the iBSt|pct of the c^jfterent sf^ies, tl^ 
powbrs given 16 ihem^ so adapted to tharvrants asd jj^e^ priva^ 
tions, — ^is not the e^e d^lrg}itejl, is hot the miad enlarged, atfd^r^ 
not die fedings harmonized? ^te^tW works, (rf the%reation, 
and you turn a ^leatrt into a peopl^^ city — a barre^oek ioto» ^ 
source of admiralien and delight. • my,gsearih mtoJ^atiu||lbr a 
few minutes, kai you ri^ a belter man. Dive iigo— " ^S^ 

What Ihe conclusion of thetdoctor's rhapsody m1%^ Iftve been,^ 
iR)t known ; for, stamping toojenprgetujatfjr upon the sea-weed on 
the edge of the rock, Ub foot sUpped^and he dibayp^ared, witl^ the 
perp^idieular d^Bscent'and velocity of a deepr|g^ leai, u^ tUi ^ 
water alongside of it. * ♦ \ ' * *. ' 

Marshall, the cox!6wain, who had beeii^ astonished at his slj^i^eGfc^ 
to which he had listened vrith mouth ^n for waiH ^^^onrf^nA^- 
sion, quite forgot the respect due^to^an oi^r^ at Om i«i^rpeeted 
fiaate. ♦< . . 

"Watch thwe, watch ! " cried ihe^inan, and then threvfhkK^ 
down, and rolled in convulsions of laughter. Price sS^ W^f> 
whose mfalh w^s almost as excessive, did, Hbwevdr,»Tmi to his . 
assistance, and caught him by 4he getter as hq rose agmn to^tlfe 
surface, for it was considerably out of bis depth; whO^ the . 
deaf purser, whose eyes had been fixed on the ground, ib de^ 
attention « to catch the -doctor's "words, ^id whose .ears were i9.<»t 
suffidently acute to hear the ^frfash, lodged up as they were go^ 
ing tohis asiastanqe, and asked, with surprise, " Where *s«the 
doctor?" , • * , 

The sides of the rock we»e so slippery,, tk^ the united efforts ot 
Pride and Sif^ftnour {whose powers were much ^feebl#d€ro«i ex- 
treme Eurth) were not sufficient to hauLMacalkm upon terra firiiMfe— ^ 
"Marshall, come here directly, Sk*, and hdp us," cried Willy,-*- 
an order which the coxswain, who was suf^ciently recovered,* i* 
mediately obeyed. " . 

"<]^ive me your hand, Mr. AfeicaUan," said the mwi}^ «is thestur- 
geoft was 'clinging to the sea-weed; "it's no use holding <llli»by 
tibem slippery hanimals. Now, then, Mr. Pric^— all together."' • 

" Ay, and as soon as you please," called out the mallcjpi^ boair 
ke^[)er of ihe gig— "i seed alargesh^rkbuta minateagci." 
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• • • • • 

' ^^ Qaick-^^iuicli ! "geared the surgeon, yfho already imagined his 
leg*ncircled by the terth of the Yavenous aAUmal. 
'%By Air unit0d^m)rts, MacAaA was at last saMy la)ded-7>aad, 
after much smg;|terii)gy blowing^jjid puffing, was abilutiilo address 
tKe coxswain in no very ahiiqable manner, when the purser inter- 
rupted h>n. * * ^ # • 
^' *'*6y the jpp^crs, doctor, but you to<A |h9 right wayio havp § 
clos^exJlminalion of fiUjthpse fine things whfch you were gi^ng us 
a catalogue of ; bixt Aosr ^gip us the remainder pf your speech— 
you g^vcAs a praclAi illustr^dbnlDf diving/^ 

" What kind ef ^ns^tjpn Vas it, d^or f " s^d *rice. " You 
r^mfi^ei ^aksp^rc-^and ^ O^^biMunHs wMt pain it was to drown' 
' ■-■Lelq^ see*-s^ethiifg-7" * « * .» 

' "jPray dAi't tS your menlbry, Price } it% some^ing Uke otur 
country^— pas^aiyujthertaxatioh." • 

** Tlpcy^'s tjic severest thing, ]^u*ve said smce we've sailed toge- 
thd*. ♦ You1fe*out*of hu«our, fd^tor. Well, ypu know what 
l^lmkspeare'says: ^Jhere never yet was found sr ph^osopher' — 
swiethiBg abpyt th^ toott'^ache— I forget the words," 
^ These^attaeks did not^nt afi tend to restone^he equanimity of tX^ 
do(^r's||pjpep, which, it must be Acknowledged, Jiad some excuse 
tbr bejj^dinwbed by the*eveDts of *the morning ; fcyt he ppoved 
Ina^f j^wise man,*fof he madeilo further reply. The bo^ pulled 

^ 1b,^d the piia*ty returned on board ; and when llilacaHan had (fi- 
tm&i hiiQs^ of his uncomfortable attire, ^d joined his messmate^ 
4 <|i^d|iHi^ taU^ he had <^covered lus u^al se(*enity of disi^bsi- 

^tK% ai^ joinei^ himsetf in the laugh which had been^eated'at his 
exB 
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, , .' ' . fHAPTER XXVIH. ..... 

* » .» * ♦ 

A 

A turn for.punninfc-oill it Attic ssftt :« , ^ . 

Fear not to lie, .' twill seeia a lucky hit, ^ |^ 
f . ^ Sbrinl^otfromblaspheiaf, 'tw^[il3sforwlt; ^ "^ « 

^are not for fg^tng,— pass your proper jpsl^ ^ 
And stand a critic! • * ^ '» - 

The survey was continued. "One mo^nrng, after a fatigfliin^. 
walk from point to point, occasionally crossing from one islet w 
{he others Jn the boat^ the party collected under a prqeeting f ock, 
wbich screened them from t^[e rays of*the vertical ^ly ^d the re- 
past', wliich*had been brought from the ship iif the mor/iinjj^V^ 
spread before them. * The party consisted^ of (laptam M- — ;* 
Pearce, the master ; the surgeon, who had accompanie() them to * 
explore the natural productions of the reef; apd the confij^entiii 
derk of Captain M— ~, a man of .the name of Collier, who.ltiSd^ 
been many years in his service, aijd was now employed m noting 
down the angles" taken wjjh the theodblite. ^ • ' 

Tired with the labours of -the morning, . Captaii^^; — did not 
rise inimediately after their m^ had been despatched, but en- 
tered into conversation with the surgeon, -Miio was Ii>oking over 
the memoranda which he had made relative to the natural history 
of the reef. . • 

^' Do you intend to write* a book, Mr. Macallan, that you have 
collected so many remarks ? " 

^'Indeed, I do not. Sir. I have no ambition to be an author.*' 

The clerk, who was very taciturn in getaerjl, and seldom spoke 
unless on points connected with his duty, johed the conversation by 
addressing the surgeon. 

" It's a service of dapger. Sir, and you must be prepared to meet 
the attacks both of authors and reviewers." 
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** Of reviewers, I can imagine;' feplied Macallan; " but why pf 
authors?" \ • ^ 

•* * That dS^ends veryjmuch ^yhether you tread over.beaten ground, . 
, or strijke iftto a new path. In the latter case you w*li be pretty safe 
fronj^botb, as the authors will be indifferent, and the reviewers, in 
all probability, yicapa^/e." . * ^ / 

**Aiidwhy, if Tentec m)on a beaten track, which, I presume, 
tnf(§rs a $tyle pf writing in which otl^rs have preceded me ? " 

" Becsmse, Sir, wfien*a new ajithof DGtokes ^ appearance, he is 
much in th^ same*6ituatit)n as a strange dog entering a kennel pve^ 
• occiipidd By mftny others. He fs immediately attacked and worried 
by the rest, until,^ either by bpldJy defending hinvself, ot* pertina- 
riously r«j^sing to quit, he eventually obtains a domiciliation, and 
becomes an acknowledged nvembet* of the fraternitju" 

**Why, Mr. Collier," observed the captain^ **you s^mtobe 
^uite'att/aitastolitergry arrangements!" , 

• •** I ought to be, Si|^" replied the clerk, " for, in the course qf 
my life, t hav^ attempted to bec^e an author, and practised as ^ 
.^Ifeviewer." * , , 

" Indeed ! And diH yiyi fail in your attempt at authorship ?" . 

** My w6rk was nffver printed, Sir^ for.no bookseller w^ould un- 
dertake to publish it. I tried the wffofe town ; no man. would give 
himself the trouble to look over the MS. It was said that the pub^ 
lie taste was not Jhat way, and that it would not clo. At last I re- 
ceived a letter of introduction from ata gld acquaintance tq his 
uncle, whg was a literary character. He certainly did read some/ 
'par^spf my performance." ^ 

"And what then?"* 

" Why, Sh','he shook his hf ad — told me v\nith a sheer that^ as an 
author, I should never succeed ; but. Tie '5|^ded, with a sort of en- 
couraging smile, that, from some parts of the MS, which hfe had 
perused, lie thought that he cguldfind employment for me in the 
revieWng line, if I chose to undertake it. 

" My pride was hurt, and I answered that I cou^ not agree with 
ifim, as* I considered* that it' required the ability to write a book 
yourself, ^p enable yqu.to decide tjpon the merits' of others," 

" Well, I ihust^say that I agree with you," replied the captain. 
** Proceed in. your st#ry, fir I am interested." 

** My friend answered, — 'JBy no me^uu fcy dear Sir ; 4^1^ d d 

bad author generally make^i;^rz/ gooarevi&iver. Indeed, Sir, to 
he candid with yoij^ J neierlulow any gentienian if review ^r m6, 
unless he ha^ met Vuh a misfortune similar to your's. It is one of 
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Ibe iiece$6ary qualifitdtioiis oT tgooA reviewer that he should have 
failed as an author: for without the exacerba^d feelings ariisiiig 
from disappointment, be woiUdnetgossess^gall ^mcfent for his 
task, iupfd his cbusdehoe would ^tand in his w^y when hfis writing* 
against jt, if he were not spurred bfx by the kefn probes of envy." 
* ** And be convinced you ? "• ' • 

*** My poVbrty did. Sir, if he did nq^ ^I worked many months 
, for him ; but I bad better earned my bread as a comjfon laiiourftr." 

J' Reviews bugjitto* pay well, .too," obsel^ved llfocallan; *Mhey 
are periodicJ^ in great demand." - *\ • ' 

. " They are so,*' replied Captain M -; **and "the feaSoos are • 

dbvious, • Few i:ieople take, the* trouble, to Ihjnjt for themselves; 
but, QO the contrary, are very glad to find 6thers wbo^wiil think 
fortheih. Sometannot ifind time to fead — (Jlhe;»s will not find it. 
A." review reproves all these difficulties — gives the busy world an 
insighf into what js going on In the literary yorld— and enables the 
lounger nol ^ appear whoby ignorant of j work, the merits <ff 
^hi^ may happen to be discussed. But )vbat is the consequence ? 
That seven-eighths of the town sSe led 6y the nose by this or thai . 
j)erl6dical work, bavlng'vvhoHy lost ^ht.of the fact, that reyiews 
are far fromleing gbsp^. ^deed I dg notl^noW any*set of men 
so likely to err as reviewa^s*. * I^ tl^ first plac^, th^re is no dass of 
people so irascible, sp full#of party feeling, so disgrac^ bj envy, 
as authors: hatrM, malice, «and all unc^^ritaUeqel^ seem to pre- 
side over science. Their political options step in, and increase 
' the lindue. preponderance; andt ^ crown all, they ar^ more iBr 
fluenoed .by moAey, being proverbially more ift want ef it ^an 
othei:s. How, then, is it to be expected ^hat reviews can be im- 
partial ? I selcjlom l*ead them myself, as I consider *tb^t if is ))ette^ 
to know nothing than to be fti^ed."* • * • 

" And, if it is a fair qifestion, Mr. Collier," continued Captain 
M——, "in what manner were* you employed? " , • • 

" I am almost ashamed to teU you. Sir— I v^as a mere autonAton, 
a machine, in (bk hands of oth^s^ A new publication was ^ent to 
me, with a private mark frcgw my employer, (firecting the qtianuim 
of praise or censure which it \^teis to inqur. , If the forn»e/ were al- 
lotted to it, the besjt passages w*ere selected; if condemned to the 
latter, all the worst. The connecting *D^ts tf reviey were made 
up from J common-pl*5e^ok,' in which, by turning to any sub- 
je(5t, you found the genef^eads* smd extracts from the works of 
others, which you werl^ directed to alwr, -se i^ to retain the idea^, 
hut disguiie the Ityle,th5t it might appear originiy." . 
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"^re you s^ware of the grounds of praije or^ abuse?— for it ap* 

• pears tl^t those who directed die censure did not; read, the publi- 
cations." • ' . ' ..' ' • • 

• * ** The grounds w«i:e varioMS. Books printed by a bookseller, to 
^fittod my masterhad-a dislike, jmreiie sure to b^ run down ; on the 
cSurary, those puUished by his eonnexions or friends, were as 
muph applauded. Moreover, tfej^ influence of alithors, wtio'were 
afraid of a successful rival in their ovmline', often 4 d a work/' 

'^B^t you do not mean to say that all reviews are conduct^ 

• with soch want of principle^? " j • 

• * By no means. There are vbsa^j very impartial and clever cri- 
tiques. ' The mi^fortunetis, "that unless you read the woYk tjhat 4s 
jeyieWed^ you caimot distinguish one from the other." 

**A. An& pray what induced you to ^abandon this creditable em- 
l^oyment^" • * » 

• " ^ quanrel, Sir.* I had reviewed a work, with the private mark 
of approval, when*it was found out to be a n^stake, and I viras de- 
^jred to review it with censure. I expected to be paid for the se- 
cond review, as wdl as for the fir^. My employer thought proper 

' ^ consider it aU as one job, and refused— so we parted." . 

. *ii*retty tridts in trade, indeed ! " replied Captain M . "Why, 

Mr. Goffier, you appear US have bdlonged to a gang of Uterary 
bravos, whose pens, lile stifettoes, were always ready to stab in 
the*dank, the upfortunate indfividuals who knight be pomted out tQ 
than by interest or revenge." * 

**][ acknowledge the justice of ycmr rem^k, jSir ; all that I can 
cSfer m my "defence is, t^e .excuse of the libeller to Gardmal ftiche; 
Be«— ' // faut vivre. Monsieur.' " . , 

• " Ai>cPl*answer yoawith the Cardinal— */fi fien voispm la ni- 
cowie/ " replied Captain M— *--# with a snule, as he rose to resume 
bis labours. * • *. 
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• CHAPTER XXIX, ! 

- He fell, and,' deadly pale. ' . ' ' 

' • jGroaned oat hilt 8(N]I. . * 

% 4, MiLfon. 

: ' ■ ' ^ ' '' ' " ' ';# 

**-Do, mamma^ come here," said Emily, as she \^as looking 
' out of the window of an inn on th^ ro^, where they liad stopp^ 
|d take some refreshment — " do dome, and see wbat a pret^Y ladjc 
is in the chariot which has stopped at the door." * • • * 

Mrs. Aainscourt., complied with her daughter's request, and* 
acknowledge the justice of the remark, when she saw^he iexpress- 
ive countenance 0? Susan (how Mrs. ]Jf *Elvina), who .was li^nin^' 
to the proposal of her husbiand tharthey should alight and pai^ke , 
of some refreshment. Susai consented, and was followed by. olJi * 
Hornblow, who, pulling out his w^ch from his white cassimere 
femoraUa, which he had continued to wear ever since theklay of 
" the V^edding, declared that they Bqtust stop to difie. • • '^ 

" This country air makes one confoundedly hungry,"-, jsaid Jthe 
old man ; *'I dodare I nevef had such an appetit^tin Gateatdn 
Street. Susan, my dear, order something that won't take long in • 
cookfaig— a beef-steak, if they have nothing ^down at theflfre.'- 

Mrs. Rainscourt, who was^as much prepossesse4 with the appear- 
ance of M*Elvina as with that of his^wife^ g^ve vent to her thoughts 
with " I wonder who they are !" Her ifhatd, who was in the room, 
tobk^this as -a tunt to obtain the gratification of her uHstress's* 
curiosity as weH as her own, and proceeded accordingly on her 
voyage of discovery. In a few minutes she returned, having 
boarded the Abigail of Mr». M'Elvina justasshe was coming to an 
anchor inside thenar; and, having made an interchange of mtel-* 
ligence, with a rapidity incredible to those who are not aware of 
, .the veJocity*of commilnication between this description of people, 
re-entered the pkrlour, to miike ^ report to, her comnxsihding 
officer, .predsdy at the same'm^^meiit that 6usan's maid was deli- 
yering ii^ ca^goof intelllg^iice to her b^ podstr^. 
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^*T£eyare a*iiQW*maiTi8d (^ouj^, Ma'airi^And tbek* name is 
M'BlviiS;" said^he one..^ ^ - * ' .^ -• ^ 

/^^Xbe lady is a^tcs. Rainscourt, and tb^ young^dyis htt 
daud^ler. and a great^fei|ess/^ whi|]^!*ed the oll^r. 

: * **hlf have purchased th6 buntingyfcx close to the -^-^-^ WtjL 
and are going therajiow," siid the fijf t. * * • "^ ^ ^ 

** yhdy live al tne great ffivk^ close to'^whefe yo^ areigqingj 
Ma"^," said the^second. * . # ' ♦ 



** The old gentleman's name* is Htrnblow^. He is the lady's 
fotber, and fs^ric^ as ^a^t^ew,* they %ay,'' ^^ntifjued Mrs. Rains- 



courus mai(|jk ^*^^, , • * • 

f ** Urs. Raiflscpurt eMh't live«with her hosband, Ha'am ; by aB 

Recounts he's a bad 'ud^**. ^iltinued the AhjgailN>f^Sui^^ . * • 

« ne pubBcity o(f« the ^staircase oj a hotel is if«ry cdnvenjf nl fop 

j^aking^^mi a«qU£dtitanpe | and ;t happened ihat, just after th^e 

communications had»beei^made, E!mily was ascendi% the^stair^s 

Mrs. M'Elvina y^ goi%«iown t(^ join her husband and father at ^ 

tljrdinner tablft^ TOesmHinjS face and betmi^ eyes of "Braily; 

>Mfho evideiftl^ Imgerejlto be spoke^to, were so engaging thafc^she 

soont round her* wJfy into the rpom. whi^. the BPEWnaf \ve#e occu*- 

Pying. \* ' ^ ^; - ^ * ; •* ^\ \^* 

Mrs. Ramscoijtf^was not sorry Tto find^that she w^ to have for » 
•ntijjhbours a (Jbuple whosie appearance had so nreppssesSed her in 
0eir favour. ' As she expected ihat hw Ibcielf^ wo^drbfe rather 
cotifined, she did not^Suffer 'to^scape th%fav(Jurable opportunity, 
Vfhichpre^nteditsetf of making their acquaintanfe. , As they wq^ 
retuming'lo their vehicles, Emily ran to Mrs. M'Elvina^to i»isl||Jier 
good bye, and ]ftrs» RainscSurf express«l her thanks for the notice 
f Aej hac^ taken of her daughtei^ ^,A few minutes 'coni^satioii 
iend^ HI ** hoping to hav#the {rteasui^eof makingjLflfeiracqtiaint- 
imcc^Jsoon asthey wei*e ^tdM."* '^ ^ • \fc 

The cjirjiages drove off, an(^we shall follow that of the M*E1- 
Tinas, which ^rived at itsHestination late in the^evening, Without 
aiiy accident. * . ^*. . * "* 

The cottage-wnee (as aH middle-sijed houses with verandas aqd 
^rench windows are nowjlesignated), which Hornblow had pur-* 
chased, was, for a wohdfer, ^uite^ as- complete gis described in the 
particolaES of 'safe. It had the' sloping lawh in jront ; th^ three 
acres (more or 4ess)*of plantation syjcj pleasure ground,- tastefully 
laidiout, and planted with thriving young trees ; the cdpital walled* 
garden, stocked with the dioicest fruit |rees,' in foil Bearing ; abun- 
dant springs of the finest water ; stabling^for six hofses ; cow- 
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liiiiiiii I 111 I ijpWlim jIhiI aod aAtpfece^if^ijery. Tbj^luaiai- 

lbns*of the coifl&vat6ry^*and roq|^ in\bein&|br of m \mm^ 




. ^ „ * , , - parcehf jgsigtated^ 

b&tb^t^urd ^fTns"of ^t Ibmestead,"* **LobVpoui^/#^ftalrt- 
^rcreineadow," *Lfllle-or<Jardfiel(f/'etc. ej^ , * 

I9 sh«rt||it w4s k ffery* eligible p|irdlaise» and a fery pheqy aftd 
retirea dooiicile^ and when ou%p^lv«wTive(i, fty^ flowers seamed 
to ^ield a more grateful fH^fuin^* the t^ees^oppeared niore um- 
brageous, and 4>e jerduye of the me^dlb^s oi^a y i^ce r^i^shlAg 
H^n; from th^ contrast with s</many hoursf^^^ng^pM %dusty 
road/during a sultry iday. . / ** ^ . * » ^ 



"*CMi,,heSw befl^tifiit th«ae rose^V^^* Do look, my deaf 
..Iherj," '.*.•'' ' »• 

**they»are indeed," repUcd oM H<)rnUo>i^ <*«ghted at tfie 
Ul^y it^ oMiis daughter ;~but I shoiUld like some tea, Susan— 



^ lam not used to so mudi jumt^g. MA^l tired, j^d sh^ll go to 

be^early/'.^ •''*-/."'• kt -^ ^ 
Hjpa wa^accordingly *p^epafed ; sbpn^a^Qfr wWdi fire <rfd ffentle^ 
• man roie t^etjre-* ./ » * ** * , 

.^4* Well/' saw lie, as he Jigbted tis c^ber cand^f , ** Fsnp- 
. p^ I am settled ^ere tor life*; but I hardl]( A^crw whstf; t0 do 
^nith my^lf. \ must* make acquaintance with all fhe flowers audi 
all the h%^ ItfaefV^udlin^ of the spring will amake me diink of 
^andchildren ; thdtrei^IoU]edii]^t)eaiftf, of you; andtbefaU 
df the le^f, .of jni'^lf. Insist count the paltry, and look after the 
j^jl^ apd see the cows milkecT I was fond of the little pa(iour in 
Cateat(m Street, li^caulse khad sat in it so long f a!id I suppose that 
I shalljget fdnd of this place .tjpS, if I find eiiougfi to *eqppk)yjind '^ 
amuse me. ^But you muSt be quick fhd gi\e me a gran^hikf, 
S||^n, and then I shall nurse liifai all da^ long. Good nigm^^ioA 
bless you, my deSk;, goodnight."^ ♦, * , 

, ^^ Good night, i^y dear 3ir,'' r^liM Susan, wfa6 had coloored 
' deeply at the request which he ha^d made. .\ * . ** 

^^' Good night, Jtf'Elvina, my boy ; 4ys is the fiast* night W pass* 
Imder this roof; may we live mdny h^pV yearsf in it ;"^ aad oh} ^ 
Hornblow Itft the room andaBC^:idedN;bersfairs. 

M'EIyina had ^encircled Siissm'ii i^aist with hit 'arm^^ and was 
f>r<dbably about to ufta* son|p y^^ in iinis#n with that of ho* 
*|ather*s, wbep'the noisi^ of a heavy fall soonded in their ears.; « 

'' Good If^^/' cried §usan, '' it is my iimher who faasfaitai 
downstmrs.*' • ^ * ' 
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• M^Elyma rushed wit ; it was but too irm. IWb staiiM»rpet -liad 
not yet been Isud down, and bis foot Iiad supped ai the uppermost 
ste^i He w^& lakeo up senseless, and when medical advice was 
prpcpred, his helid^andliiaispine were found Vdhe seriously injured. 
In a few days, during which he never spoke, old HomUow ^as no 
more. * . ; 

Thus tfie old gian, Vke the prophet of old, after all his toiling, vtas 
but permitted to see the promised land*; and tRusareoiir days 
cut shoi^ at the very moment of realizing our most sanguine ex- 
pectations. * ^ 

Readei^let us look at home. Shall I, now thoughtlessly riding 
upo9 tiie agitated billow, with but one thin jAwoik between me and 
deadi, and yet so bu^ with this futile work, be pernuttied to bring' 
it to a close ? The hand which guides the flowing pen may to-tnor- 
row be stiff; the head qow teeming with its subject, may be past a^ll 
thought ere to-mwrow's sun is set — ay, sooifcr ! And you, read^, 
wlio may so ikv have i^d the' courage to proceed iii t|ie volumes 
wUhput ibrowing^them away^ shall yoji be [permitted to finish your 
more trifling task ?*— or, beforre its close be hurried from this traq- 
sitojf scene, where fiction end§, andthe spirit, re-endowed,* will 
be enabled to rstise its eyes upoa the lightening beams of unyeileU 
truth? • * » 



CHAPTER XXX. 



And if you chance his shipp to bordCt , 

Tiiis council I must give withall. 

* ' jBa//a(i o/* Sib Andrew BiBTON, 1590. 

Iliscretion' 
And hardy vSilour are the twins of honour, 
And nurs'd together, makra conqueror ; 
• Divided, but a taljter. 

Beaumont enulFLBTCBER. 



TnE^aprvey having been completed. Captain M , in pu^ 

suance (^ the orders which he had received, weig)ied his anchor, 
and proceeded to cruise until the want of 'provisi^s and water 
should compel him to return into port. For many days the look-^ 
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4)ut men at the msoi-heads were disappointed in their hopes oT 
reporting a strange sA, the chase or capture of which woqld * 
rdieve the moiiotony of constant sky and water, until one Sunday* 
forenoon, as Captain M~- was perfprming divine service, tl^e man 
at the mast-head hailed the deck with ^' A strange sail on ti^ 
weathen-bow !" 

The puritan may be shocked tb Jiear that the service was ^eedQy, ' 

although decorously closed ; but Captain M was' aware, from 

the fidgetting of .the ship's company upon the capstan bars, on* 
which they were seated, that it would be impossible to regain their 
attention to thft service, even if he had felt inclined tol'^roceed ; 
and he well knew, that any worship of God in whieb the mm^ and 
heart were not engaged^ was but an idle cer^ony, if not a solemn 
modtery. The hands' .were turned up— all sail was made— and in 
an hour, the stranger \vas to be seen with the naked^ye from the 
fore-yard. • . . ^ 

, " What do you make of 'her, Mr. Stewart ? " said the firist-Meu- 
tenant to him, as he sajf aloft with his glassdir^ted towards the 
vessel. * . 1 . 

*! A. mercBant ship, Sir, in ballast.'* 

" What did he say, Jerj^^y ?" inquired Prose, v<*o stood by hini 
ontfiegapgway. 
^ " iTFrench vessel, deeply laden, Prose."^ 

" Bravo, JerryT* said Prose, rubbing his hands. " We shall 
get some prize-mppey, I do declare." 

" To be sure we shall. It will give us twenty poi^nds at least 
for a midshipman's share, for her cargo must be sugar and coffee. 
Only, confound it, one has to wait so long for it. FU sell mine, 
dog^heap, if any one will buy it. Will yx)u, Prpse ? " 
. " Why,' Jerrys I dorft much like speculation; but, now, what, 
would you really sell your chance^or : " 

" rU tAe ten pounds for it. We're certain to com6 up with her." 

* * Ten pounds ! No, Jerry, that is too much. I'll tell yoii whal,, 
I'n give you five pounds." 

"Done," replied Jerry, who was aware that a vessel in ballast 
would not give Him thirty sJiillingSj if Captain M — — sent her in, 
which was very unlikely.* "Where's* the money ? 'V * 
. * " Oh, yoif must trust to my honour ; the first port we go into, I 
pledge you my word that you «hall have it." - . . 

"I don't doubt your wordx)r your honcfuf, the least, Pi'os.e ; but 
still I should like to have the money in my hanc^ Could not you 
borrow it? Never mind— ^it*s a bargain." 
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In two hours the frigate had neaped the A3*aiigersp4is*to distfai* 
• gdl^her ^vmer-line from the, deck, and, on hoi$tinjg[ her ensign 
^ jnd ^ndant, the Vessel bore down to her. * ' 

"She has hoisted English colours, Sfa»,'\ reported Stewart lo 
tip captain. • \ , ■ * ^ 

*** What, Stewart ! did you say«that she had l«)istefl English 
cqloprs ? " inquired Pf ose, with an an^ous face^ ^ • . 

** Y.es, you booby, I did." - * . . *^ * 

**^ell, now, I do declare," cried l^ose, with dismay;. "If I • 
\hav^'tlos* five pounds." • • . ^ ^ ' ♦ 

The vessi^l ran und^ the stern of 4ie frigate, and requested at, 
boat Jp be sent on bdard, as she had intelligence -to comm|j|picate. • 
The Eolt returned, an^acqjiainted Captain iMTr— that the ves^J 
had been boajjleji and plundere4 by a French privateer sijponer, 
whi«h had, COTamitted great .depredation in that quarter,'^n(I that* 
it was « not di^ye eigt)t; hours t^a^'she h^ left her, and ma^e sail 
towardi Por^Q Rico, taking out two merchants, who were pas-^ 

*sers. , * • * . , .* 

lie boat y^ immediatdy hoisted up, and all sail made in thq^ 
diftttibn of the island,* which wa* not above fifteen leagues distant. 
As the day cfosed in, their eyes were jjratified by. the sight of the 
^ho^er, bec^med cjose in .under the laid. Perceiving^th« fri- 
gate in pursuit of her, and unable to escape, sh^ cam£ to an anch(^ 
in a.^nall and shallow bay, within a cable's ^ngth of Ihe be^ch.» 
Captain M— — ,' havmg. run his ship as fclose^in as the dfeptlf 6f 
water wpuM permit, which was bet^yeen Jwo or three miles Of hei*, 
so as to renjler her, escape impossible, came to^^ anchor, signify- 
ing to his officers his deternunation to cut hereout with his boats on 
the ensuing day. . i * * 

The officers who were toj^e entrusted with the command of the*^ 
boAs, and A^ crews which were to be employed on the service, » 
wgre selected, apd nlustered 6n the quarter ^^eck jfreyious to th^ ' 
hammocl^s being piped down,, that the former mig^t hold uiem- 
seives in readiness, and th|it the^ latter might remain in theil* ham-^ 
mocks during the night. All was anxiety for the §u(^ to rise again' 
upon those who werg about to venture in the lottery, where the • 
pnles' woul^ be honour, and the blank's— death. 

There were but few whose souls were of that decided brute 
composijion that they could sleep through the ^hole of the tedious 
night. They woke^ and " ^o^e^ a prayer or two, then slept 
again." ^ The sip "had uQt yet madf his*appearance gbove th|i 
horizon,' although the eastern blush announced that the spinning 
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^rth l^^teM shortly, ipfffirl the 4^s]a into his pres^ce, when the 
pipes of the boatswain and bis mates/ With the summops of ^'^^U 
bands ahoy— upall hamtnocks !" were Obeyed with the alac^^y s<j 
. oharacteristic of English seamen, anticipating danger. The ham^*' 
noioc^ MBere soon stowed, aifd the ji^nds turhed up. ^ ' Out boat^'" 
The yar^tacl^es and stays %vkre hooked, and the larger bo^ 
[ns, descend^ with a heavy $plash into the wat^, 

* , *ew out tmeach side of them as they displaced M with 

while the fiattejp» from the quarter-davitsgwere 

jd down, and were being manned under (fee ch^s^, , 

ight discovertil the privateer? who-, aware of tbeir 

1 employed the*ittght in taking t?ery precaHtiq| that 

?gc||^tor repel th^ ^xpqpted^atlack< Secured .with 

Lwsers, extending jFrpin eac^ bow 4|iu]|| quarter — h^ 

«idside directed 'ta seaward— bef bodrdkigyiefling 

triced up to the lower ti^giflg--a(nd bocn^f , connoted tc^ether, 

figged out fromthe^^e^, to prev^t.them frotti Jlj^yinjf h|f on 

board. Tb^^re wa^no wind': the ^a .wa^ smooth as glass ; ^d 

the Freneh cotours, hoisted ia defiant at edQJh mdbt-head« hndg 

* listtely down the spars, as if fainting for the hve^z^ which^iloMid 
acp^pd Ihem in their vigour. Sheiwaspieroed^for eigbt*pofls on 
a »4e; and ther.gung;,^. which pointed thrmigfa them, wi% iW 
CDmj^ns oiK« rea/ly to 'shower destruction 'upon het assailimcs, 
.shewed Hke thete^th of* the snarling wolf, who staxtds^at bay, 
awditi% the attapk^of Ms undaunted pursuers, 

' The bom» hail receive]^ their gun^, wtnch were fixM fn slidei^ 
se^aft td enable theid to be fired over the bdws^.vntlk^ impediiMf 
the use of the oars^* the amoianitic^i am} ann-chesis bad \>eeatk 

• placed in security abaft. • ^ 

The sailors with their cutlasses belod round tJieb* vmsis, and a 
- pistol stuck in their girdles, or in a becket at the sid(^of4he btilt» 

• j^dv to theii^ h^md^— the marines^ in proportion to di^ni]|iilj|er 
wliim each boat woidd carry, skti)ig in tlie ^tjern*^heecs, with tkmt 
Hnilketsl>etween their legs, and jtheir^ well pipedayed Belta^ for 
bayonet and ^^oueh box crossed over their md jacketis^ kalf cfirt, 
Jialf finery— all was ready for shoving off, jprfaen Gs^tatn M— — 
desired the officers wbom^ he bad ^pointed to the^^pecKfios to 
step down into his cabin. Bully, the fir8t-lieutepaht,.was a&Nv^ll, 
with an intermittei^ feire^ an^ Captain Bf^-^, at the^ ra^BHS^ of 
Macalla^^ would not aececjte to 1^ qpxiety to jake the eommmdl 

. Ijfrice, G9urteBay, Stiwart, and three other n^^sb^m^, were 
those who ha^been setected for the dangerous: service. 
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• ^ . , " • jm' * 

*• GeifllfQii^/'^ ^d £^t|^A M» — , sis %ey sipod rowia lip 
table m^he f(^ cabiH^MiSitti}^ for h|i c^pfu^^ficshicjy^^ ^'1 rriiis^ 
JsdTyour^^nftvi^D ^jl fcwpoiDt?, whicli j^ is^>niv wish tbdf ^qu 
*. • ^boulcL Bei^ .ift pemembtegncc, n^ ti^t you.a^e'a|)dl*t to*pr6ceej^ 
i^on \^a| mil, m^ft lifcelihoocj, j*w« to be *anjir4lbou?se|Jliee*^ 
Tbfe. ves^Jhis sjre^y^diie 'so jjjUich • 

* d9% to caiptjui'^ her if j^os^Me : %wi 

pijmcH'tipii to the c^je^no be 5bt9is 
•ermed ** ^i&ii out/ yet, •pii^l 
Juflber Snyry of our trade, I l|giver<^ 
tbe jm^set^re. .5 , • -^ 

• '^l^^t, gentfemq^ (and tof^f, i 
expedMon, I partjptil^rily stress p 

* Ihf^ exlretfhe q^se^ without ))roper i ^ 
pur€lyiseV)ur victorf tooMear,*bat il 

Ivff» without siiecee(Miigixiour>atte] i 

' nol>the least Soubt ; but le^it be reci 
morik than mere ammal courage whi 
my officers. If nothing more ^ere i 

boats might be as safely entrusted "Ittr iny* of^lhg Tore-|past men, 
who, like the bulldogs oi our coi»m|y, *wilHh5usf their lieatl 8^t© " 
the Kdn's ja\f with perfect indiffirence. f • 

• ** yfjfiat I require, and» expect, and will have*, from .every officer 
who 4ooks for promotion from tny recomm«ir|pilion, is what I term * 
— canduct : by which I would imply, tliat tgoln^s* ancJ^eSence 8fr 
mind which enable him to calculate chances in th^ mids^of iiS^g^ 
— to^l^ke adyantage of a favourable opp^^timity in\he heat of an 
engagement,— and tQ restrain the imfi>etuosity o^hose who iavd 
fallen into tte dangerous error of despisipg their eptoy.' Of such 
conduct the Mpst favourable constmcl^n^ar ^n bi^<f>u( upe^i it 
i^ that it is only prdferable"to ipdedsion. * ^ «^ * • « <. 
•*b a service of this description, even wJ%?lhe gi^^st courage 
SLtkfi prudence united, some lossvubst necessarily be expect^ to Ufksi 
place, and there is ^o providingf against unfereseqir atcidpnts ; ^^ut 
if I fiii^ that^^y 'f ash and inpdicious'behWiour^ a greater sacrifice 
]» made than Ihere !s a ife(9^sitj|^ for, 4epend vi9c»i4t tW I shall not 
fail to let Jliat^pffieen know^^ie high yalue ^ wRi€4l I estimate the * 
Jife df a Britia]^ sHijg*. Wifb t^ caution 1 shall jiow giVe you my 
ideas a^ to what appesn^tRe mpst ^ig3ite plan of iosoring success. 
I have mad^a aMigh sfce»h'<Jn tW^ papery which will assisl mv ex- 
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IgOa jntn Jki -— - the#BBlere(} iito the. j^ of £tf tackj, pQMitisig o»t 



.* 



• * * ^ ^ ^ * CHAPTER XXXL 

Conquest pqpues, where courage leads the way. 
♦ • f . ^ . ^ Gahth. 

, Tte glas|^ 5lF t^ai^ M— — , and of the officers, ,i|ho remain^ 
HB board of w fri^te, wdfe anxiously pomted towards the boats, 
which in te$s than tJ^^ii hCHir had arrived, within gun-shot of <he 
piwatee|. ^ ** TherJi ajgunf Am her/* cried several of ihe'meii^at 
the same mcyaieqt, as die smoke boomed along th^ smooth water. . 
iOie sTOt (jashecj^* up iHfe spvay undfer the bpWs ^f the boats, and 
riebchqtting d^eriiheii^^ (fisagplared.ihj;l^e,wav6, about half a mile 

• astern. -1^ ^^ * • "* ^^ . ^ * - 

The boali, w^icl?^, previously, had been pnlling m aft together,, 
and without aqy particular^order; n(fW sej^mtld, and foirmed a line 
abre^(^ so that there \y^ less chfince^f Uie^botiayng effect, than 

• whffl*e Aey ^i^e b^&)fe,*ai masse*, * t 
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**^yjp^goo4, Mr. Price/' obserye^e captain, \^ho'had'his eyf, 
fixed on them, through Tiis glass. 

^e boats continu^ their advance towards the enemy, who* fired 
Aer two long guns, both of , which die had brought over to her j^tar- 
> fc^rd iade, but, though well directed, the shot did not strike any of 
# li|f assailaiifs! • ; **- . ^>.' 

• " There's grape, Sii*/' said the masti^r, as the sea wa^ torn and 
p^ughed up wijlh it close to%he feimch, which, with the othtt* 
boats, was^^ow within a hundred yards of the privat$a*. 

* V*.The launch returns herfire," observed*Captain M— *-. 

'iAnd^there^s blaze away from the pinnace and the barge," cried 
one of the nien,. who stoofl oti the rattlihgs Of the main rigging. 
** Hurrah, iny la(Jsf keep it up," continued the man, in his feeling 
^of exdtement, wlji^ch pervading Captain M— —, as well as the rest' 
of the crew, received noK^heck, ^thoughnOt* exactly in accordance* 
wkh\he strict routine of the seryice. ^ . • 

The combat now became w^Vm ; ^n after ^un from the privateer 
was rapidly fired at the^boats, who were taking their stations, pre- 
vious to a slm^ltaneoi^s rush to board. ; 

The pinnace^ad pulled away tgwards.the bow of the privateer; 
the barge had taken up k position op the quarter ; the launqh re- 
mained on her 'beam, firing rpund and ^rape from her ^ighteen- 
'poundbr carronade, witta rapidity that almost enabled her to re- 

* turn gun ^or gun to hjer superiorly arlned antagonist. 

Both th^ciitters were under her stern, keeping up an incessant 
fire of musketry, ^with" which they were now close enoug;h to annoy 
the enemy. * .' - 

*VA. gun from, the rock close to the bargoy Sir! "' reported the 
signal man. * , . ' 

** I expected as much," observed Captain M—-- r-, to the officers 
* standing near him. 

** One of the cutters has wihjled, Sir ; shiq's stretching out for the 
shore," cried thp master.^ < * , * 
^ *>* Bravo! — thafs d^cid^-^and without waiting for orders. 
Who qpmmands that boat ? " inquired Captain M . . 

;*It's the first cutter--— Mr. Stewart, Sir." 

The cutter was on shore before the gun qould be reloaded, and 
fircji} a second tinoe. ' The crew, with the officer at their head,' 
were seen to clamber up the rock ! In a minute they returned, and, 
jam^ng into the boat, pulled off to give their aid to the capture 
of the vessel. 

*Mie has spiked the gun , I am certain," obsei'ved Qptaip M— —.. 

i2 
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'^ Before.ihe cuttir eoitfd fyaui her stfttiim, the o<^ 
summoned' by the bugle in the laiincb, and, ^th loud cheerinfi"^ 
puIleS dp together to the attaek. The boom% wUch had been dg- 
;ged .out to prevent them from coming alongside, already diot 
tbYough by the grape from the launch, offered Imt little resistance , 
to the imBCtug. Mfith whicli the boats were forced sigaiitsithem ; tl|f y ^ 
eitber^broke in two, or sank under water. • * • 

*• There's boofi /—Hurrah ! * cri©d all the men who. relnamed Jn 
the Aspaaia, cheering those who h^rd them not. ^ 

But I must transport the reader to the scene of s|^i|ghter; fomilf^ 
'he remains on board of the Aspasia, he will distipguishnothingJbut * 
fire and smoke< Don't be afraid, ladies, if I take you on board of 
► the sdiooner—^* these our actors are TMl ah-^. thin air," raised by 
the magic pen for your aoiusement. Gome, the%^ fearlessly, with^ 
tee, and view the scmb of mortal strife! •'Xbe launch has boarded 
on ^le starboard gangway, and it is against her that the a*e\^of 
the privateer have directed thdt maih ^efforts; 

The boarding nettings cannot be divided, and the men a«e 
thrown back, wounded or dead, into the boat. The crew of the 
pjnnace are attempting the bows^ with indifferent success. Some 
have already fallen a ^orifice to their valour — none have yet suo* 
ceeded i&*gaimng a footing on the . deck^ while the marines »are 
resisting, virith their bayonets, the thrusts of the boar^^ pikes* 
which are protruded through the ports. Goui^^^y has not yet- 
boarded in the barge, for, on pulling up on the quarter,^ he fer- 
ceived tl^at, on the larboard side of the vess^, the board^ 
nettings had either been neglected to be pi^operly triced up, or had 
b^n cutaway by the fire from the boats. He has pushed along- 
^ side, to take ady^tage of the opening,' and the two cutters have 
followed him. They board with little reststancC'^the enemy are 
too busy repelling the attacks on the other side — and as his men* 
pour4ipon the privateer's deck, tlie crews of the launch and pin- 
nace', tired with their vain endeavaurs to divide the nettings, and * 
rendered desperate by their loss, have run up the fore and main 
rigging above the nettings, and thrown theiDdsdvesJdown, cutlass 
in hand, into the melee below, careless of the points of the weapons 
which may meet them in their descent. Now is the struggle for life 
or death! . , *. . 

Courtenay, who was as dm'ing as man cpuld^be, but not of a very 
athletic frame, re-cli^ibed from the mam chains of the vess^nto 
which he had already once fallen, from one of his own seamen 
having inadvertently made use of his shoulder as a*st^ to assist 
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^ own asc€iit. He was ovemkdn l)y Kobinscm, the coxsi^'ain of 

f, the caitter, who sprang up Wij^ all the ardour ahd SM^tivity ^f au 
English sailor who *'meant mischief," j and > pleased with the 
energy %f hfi officer ^forgeUii%, at the moment, the respect due 
to h& rank), called out to him, by {h^ sobriquet with which he had* 
beoi christened by the men,— '" BrtivO, litttt BiUous! that s your 

• sort!"- " > ' . ^ •;" 

** What's that, Sir^ " cried Gour^nay, making a spring, so as 
to stand on the ^l^^e sheer ofil^he vessel at the sam^ moment with 
Ae coxswain, and seizing him by the collar,—: " I say, Robinson, 
-what do you niiean by calling me ^ Xiit/e Bilious?* " ^ntinued the 
seu^nant, whblly i;egai^e$s of the situat;ion they were placed in., 
The £6i$ip}aia,ldoked at him w|th surprj|se, and at the same mo^ 
'ment p&rl*ied orF with his cullass a thrust (^ a pike at Gourtenay, 
which, in all probability^ would othei^wise have prevented his 
adun|[ any^rildre questions; Uien, without making any answer, 
, ^rang dowi on the tleck into the Mdgi of the affray. 

"You, Robinson,* come back^" criei Gourtenay, after him— . 

• **I)— d annoying— Li^^Sioittjincteed !" continued he, Bs, jfiol- 
lowingi th^ example of the coxsw&in, he proceeded to vent his 
bile, for the present, on the:h<^(^ of|^cFraw*men. 

Jn most mstancesof bo£a*.di9g,i)i4 more e^epially in boarding 

•»n;dl vessels, there is not math opportunity for wW is teitned 

liand to hand fighting. It is a rush for tie deck ; breast to br^st, 

.ffiigh to thig^, foot to foot, man wedgecl agsGnst man, so pressed 

- xm by tlio^ behind, that there i» little. possibility of using your 

<mtla^ except by chriving your antagonist's teeth down his throat 

with the hilt. rGun-ghot woijnds, of course,, take place throughout 

^Ac^ whole of chSe combat, but. those frquttbe sabre aind fhe cutlass. 

^e^mi^Hy gifen andVeceivpd before the close,, or after the 

resistailqe of one party has yielded to the .pertinacity and courage 

.t>f tfie Qth^r. The crews of , the b^ge and cutters having gaihed 

possesion <rf the de(^ in the /ear of tfce enawy, the affair was 

jifodded much sooner than it otherwise would havebe^ , for the 

French fought with despeji^tiQu, and were commanded by a roost 

^^toant andenter^rizingcaptafin. -In tljree minute^, the crew of 

\ the privcueer were either l^ten below,, or f6rced overboard, and 

the colomi^, hauled down from the ma^t-heads, announced to Gap* 

,t^n M-T-*— and the rest of the Aspa§ia's crew, the wefcome intel- 

ligaacethaf the privateer was m thq possesion of their galfeint 

shipmates. . ' • 

The hatdlies. were secured, and the panting Eng^^men^ for a 
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few iQjnuies, adesistea fromtbeir exertions, that t(|ey diight reco\^ 
ihei]^ breath ; after Vhich, Price gcrei direction^Of the cablaf andtj 
hawser to be cut, and the boats to go a-head, anjl tow the vessel out. 

♦* They are firmg musketry from the shore;. they're ju^l hit one 
' of ou^ men," saicLthe coxswain of the pinnace. 

** Then c^ off, Snd bringjyour gun Jlo bear astern. If yottdo 
nSt4iit them, at least ttey .will not l^e so steady in theif^ aim. As ' 
soon as y^e are out of musket-«hot, puH ogt^to us. " , ^ * * 
. The order was executed whilst i^i^ othfer j|gafe towedwthe jwi- 
vateer towards the fpgate,. . In a few. minutes they were put of 
musket-shot { the pinnace returned^ ^and they had leisure to exa- 
mine into the loss which they had su^ained jn the conflict. ^TbHq 
launch had suffered most^ nme of jier, crew^ wer^^etthiAr, killed or 
wounckd. Three seamen and four iparines had suffered in the 
other boats. Twenty-seven of the privateer's men w*ere stretched 
on the d^ks, either dead or upabje to rise. ThoJfe ^ho hSd not 
been severely -hurt ha4 Escaped below with the rest of the crew. 

Price was standing at the wheel,\ his* sabre not yet sheathed, 
with CourtOTay at his sid^, when hfsynvgterale habit returned,* 
and he commenced — "* ' * » 

** * I do remember, when thq. fight was done,*—" 

** So do I, aij4 devihsh Qi^fi thatjt's over," cried Jerry, comjpg 
forward from the tafirail wiUi a 'cutlass in his handy Which, al- 
thq^h he could wteld,T he could certainly not have done much 
execution with. J * ,^ 

^* Why, haw came you Bere,'Mr.Jert:y?" inquired Courtenay. • 

"Oh! Stewat"! brought me in bis boat, with th^ hopes^'of get*^ 
ting rid of me ; but I shall live .to pfegue hiq? yet." 

** You are not hurt, Seypour,* I hope ?" said Price to our hero,, 
who now joined the party, and whose clot^js were stainecfjwith 
blood.^ , ' . . / ■ ^ 

**]Vo," replied Seymour smiling, "It'S'iK)tmy blood^it'S 
Stewart's. Y have beenjbi/idiijg up.his head , h^ has a yery^ deep 
cut on thei^rehead, and a n^ust^et ball in his neck; butl4hink 
neither of the wounds is of jMuch consequence. " 

*Vwhereishe?" V' 

" In the cutter. 1*cjesired them. to ppt the wounded man in her,** 
out of the Munch, and fo pijU on board: at 6nce. Was not I right? *^ 

** YeTs, most assuredly. I should have thought of it*myself." 

** W^ell, Jerry," said Seymour, laughing, howmany didjou— " 

** I did not count them,; but ff you meet with any chap^ with 
deeper wounds than u$ual, put them down to,me. Do you know, 
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Mr. Price, you are more indebted to*me than you may imagine 
•for the success of thfs affair ?« * c* \ ^ 

" How, Jfr. Jerry? I ^oUld like to know, that I may prove. 

my gralftude ; * eleven o||^ of the thirteen ' you paid, I've no 

doubt/' ,, 

^ ** It was not altogeAer that-J-I frightened, tiiem more than I 
. faurtf them : f^ wBen l^ey would have rtfumed the Hows f^onJ 

this stalwart arm," said 'lerry, holding qut the member tin flues-. 

tion, which ,was about the tbicknf0ss ,of a large <3arrot, '^l imme- 

'diately tiirned * edgeways to them, %nd was invisible. Jhey 

thought4,hat thtey had t* deal w4iB either a ^host oi* a magician, 

and,«lepend*upon it, it unnerved*lheih— " J^^ ♦ 

* *^* Approach^thou^like*— whtt' i^ it? '^ r^uBRd Price^ '" some- 

Ihin^—* Hence, horrfcle shadow, unreal mopkery, hence!*". 
^'^ Pretty name^to be /called in reward of *ipy services, '"'Cried' 

Jerry. ' ** I presume this i^ a specimdh/of th& gratitude you Were 

• taljpng' about. Well, after all, to take aie^out of y out* book, 
' Mr. Price, I consider that the betilr part of valotir is discretion. 

Now, that fellow, Stewart, he actually gave tjiem his head to flajr 
with, and I am not sorry 'that Ije has had it^roken — for I calcur 
late that I. shalll)e saved at feast a do^en thrashings hf some of 
Us hot blood beiifg let out — * the King's poor cdhsft?"!' " • ' 

**By the ty, I quite forgot— where'S *Robink)n, the* coxswain 
ojF the cutter ?'' demanded Cotfrt^nayt ^ . 

* ** Bet\i'fe5n the^uns forward— se^pusl^ hurt, poor fellow, I am , 
•afi^id, " answered Seymour. . * 

*' Fm very sorry for that — ^I'U go auiseet him — V wish to speak 
with him,'" replied-Coujtenay, walking forward. • 

* Rolpnson was ^ying lieap-4he long brass gun, ^hich was pointed 
oiit of the foreinast port , his head pillo\f ed upon the body of the 
•French captain, vrtio had fs^Iea b^ his hand, just before he had 

received his mortal wound. A musket ball had entered his groin, 
and divided the Hiac artery; he was.bieeding to death — nothing 
ceuld save him. The cold perspiration on his forehead, and the 
glassy appearance of liis eyie,^oo plainly indicated that he had bi^ * 
a few minutes to live. Com*tenay, stfobked at the copdiiion of the 

• poor fellow, who was not only the most humorous, but one*of the 
ablest seaihen m the ship, knelt down*on one Snee beside him^ and 
look his hand— . * 

" HoW do ydii feel, Hobinson? are ^u in muchpkin? " 
•• None at all, Sir, thaok'ye," refhled the man faintly;** but the. 
purser may chalk me clown »d. as soon*{fS he pleases^. I sup- 
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pose he3I cheat government put of ^mr day's grub tliqugb, " conti- 
nued the man, with a sn^lfe. • * * ^ * * 

Courtaaay, aware of the truth of the first observation, thought 
it no kindness to attempt to d^ive a dpng man with hopes of re- 
<«)very in hjs'last joouoments ; he therefore continued—** Can I be of 
any service to you^ Robihson? Is ihere anything I caff do when , 
you'^regone?" ^ ' * * • . , 

* " BJotlripg at all, Sr.^ Il'v^ neither chirf nor child, nor rdation, 
that i know of. Yes, there is one thing, Sir; l^t it's on the bloody 
Side;, the key of the mess cBest is m my trbws#rs' pocket— I wisb* 
yoii'd recollect to have it takeif out, and^ven to John WiUiao^; 
you muft wait tiU FjgBead, for rcarftturri myself julk now.*V 

"It shaB be att^dSl to,*' replied Courtenay. * 

" And, Bir.Courtengy, i^emember me io the captain." ^ • 

* *' Is there anything else? " continued (Jk)urtenay, irho perceiv^ 
that the man was sin1iingra|)i<]ly. , 

' "Nothmg — nothing," Sir,". re{died Robinson, very faintly*' * 
** Good bye, God bless you, Sir fl'm going fast now." 

^ *^ut, Robinson, said Courfenay, in a low^ soothing voice, bend- 
ing nearer to him, V*^ell me, my good feUow^-I'iA not the least 
angry— tell me, why did you call m^ Little Bilious? " 

The mall tultied'his eyes up to him, and a smile played upon his 
features, as if he was p}ea^ with' the idea of disappointing the 
curiosity of his pQicer. He' fnade no answer — his, head fell bacK* 
and in a few seconds he Had t^efthed his last. . *" 

**"Poor fellow— he is gone ! " said Courtenay, with a deep sigh,« 
as he rose up from the body — ^* Never answered ifiy question too * 
—Weill," continued he, as he walked slowly aft, " now that's what 
I consider tobe most excessivejy annoying." . , . . ' 

BythisHime, the privafeer. had been towed under the stem ctf 
the frigate, arid a hawser yas sent on board to secure her astern.' ' 
Price and the othef officers returned on board, wfiere they were 
weH received by Captain M — ^, who thanked them for their exer- 
tions. The wound^ had been some time under the hands of Mao- 
» * 

aflan, and fresh orews having been ^ordered Into the boats, -they 
returned to the privateer, "fhe hatches were t^en off, and the 
prisoners removed to the frigate. 

The name dF the prize was the Estell^ of two hundred tons 
burthen, mounting fourteen guns, and halving on boards at the 
commencement of the attack,* Ker full complement of one hundred 
and twenty-five mei^. 
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^ « Many witb trust, witk doubt few are uudooe. 

* * * Lob#Brook. 

* Doubt wUbly: in strange way ■ ' . ^ 

m Tostandinquiringright, isnof tostray; r 
^ * • • » "So run wron§, is. 

« DONNB. 

WHEN^the ipatcbes were takerofiF on board i)f the privateer, tW 
prisoners, as ihgy caifle up; were handed into the boats. Jdrrj 
• stood jt the hatcb^vHy^-wilh his ciitlass m Ins hand, making his sar- 
castic remarks upon them' as they apjfeared. A i*drt mterval had 
elapsed, after it was supposeS ihat. every body "had come irom. 
#beIow, when a tall, thin personage,^ in the dress of a landsman, 
%rawled up the hatchway. * . . , 

" Halloo ! " died Jerry ;^ ** lUr. l!ongtogs, who have we here? 
Why he must be tji^porfre^ I s4y, 'Mounseer, je very much sus- 
pect, que vousetes what they call a Father Confer, n'est-ce pas? 
•De^Ii^ good, idea. A jH^ivateer mth a parson ! What's your pay, 
M6un3e^ ?— -a tenth, of. course. Little ^ough too for looking after 
tte ^uk.of such a set of d— ^d rjscals. Well, Mounseer, vouf 
f tes'prisdkmier, without benefit of clergy ; so hop into th£^ boat; 
. Wfty, confound it, here's another ! " continuQd Jerry, as a second 
made Ijj^ Appearance. '* He's the clerk, of course, as he follows 
the parsed*. €oma, Mogt' ArrivQ Jack ! What a cock-eye the ras- 
cal.has!?'/ ; \ * ' * 

During this ele^t harangue^ which was certainly meant for his 
own amusement more'than for their edification, as Jerry had no 
idea but that thef^ were belonging to the privateer, and of course 
coyld^iot comprehend him, both parties looked at him, and at each 
^other^ with astonishment,- until the first who bad appeared ad- 
dressed the lattei'vvjtb, "I say, Paul, did you ever see such a thing 
before? D— n it, why-he's like a sixpenny fife,^-moi^ noise^jiaa 
substance.'' ' 

Jerry at'^once perceiv^ his mistake,- %nd recollected, that tt^e 
master of 'the vessel which they had boarded had- mentioned that 
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(WO Eug^h qefsbants bad be,^ tfiken out 6f fier by tbe privateerv 
vfifh tbe boDes of ipaosom ; but, netd^ with the remark which bad 
been made, be retorted wit)i, ' 

** Well, rd recommend ^you not to Attempt to play upoii ^me, 
t^t's all." ; ' , n • . * i ^ 

" No, I don't mean, for Tsbould only mjkeyou sgijetk/' ' 

** You are the two gentlemen who were detaind^y tfie prifate^, 
I presume," said Pearce, the master, who had come on boardno su- * 
perintend ^e n^ssary^rangements previous to her being sent in. 

" We are, Sir, and must introduce ourselves. My name is Jfr. 
Peter Gapon-^tbat of my friend, designsded by that youflg gentle- 
man as Cock-eye, is Mr. Paul Contract. Will you dl^ige^us witha 
boat to go on boai^d of tl^ frigate, that we may speak teethe captain? " 

** Most certainly. Jump into the firisf cutter there. I am sorry 
you have been so unpleasantly sitdated, gentlemen. ^ Wt^ did not 
you come on deck before?" * . * * 

• Peter did not state the real ghonnd, which Vas to securg t^jeir * 
property, which was* below* from being plundered by the pri- 
vateer's crew ; but, wishing, to pay ?rff Jerry fonhis impertinenjje, 
replied, • • ," * % 

*f Why, we did look .up the hatchway several times, btit Iher^ 
was something so awfhl, anfi, I^naysay, sq un^Englisb-Iike, in 
the appearance of that officer, with h]$ drawq sword, t^at we were 
afraid ; we could not imagine into whose bs^ds the vessel bad Men 
—we thought it had been captured by the Yahobs." i j, * • 

" Houyhnhnms, more llkdy. You'll find Fm a bit o£ % hprsfe,"* 
Replied Jerry, in a pa^iqn. » ^ .» ' * . ^ - 

" By Jove, then, you're only fit for the hounds," observed tbll 
gentleman with oblique yisipn ; ** I ^ould ordo* you—!'. . • ' 

»" Would you ? Well, now 111 order yoq, Sir," ref^ed tbe ^ 
youngster, whose anger ijaade him qnite fprget4he pr^sehce of his 
commandrng ofificer—** Have, the goodness to step into that boat." ' 

"And I shatf oirder you, Mr. J ," observed the* master, vnth 

asperity—" I order you to go into that boai, and take these gentle- 
men on board, and to hold your tongue.'* * 

*' Ay, ay, Sir. Tb'is way^ Sir," said Jerry to Mr. Peter, n(lak|ng 
him a polite bow, and pointing to the boat at tjie gangway-^** In, 
that direction, Sir, if you. please/' continued Jerfy, bowing to Mr. 
Paul, and pointing to the quarter of the vessel. 

• ** And why in thdt direction, Sir? " observed Paul, " I am going 
on board of the frigate^" • • \^ 

- "1 knoW it. Sir ; it wad consideration my part : I was allowing 
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angle of oBliqiiiCy m your vision. Yo#wonId have exactly 
the boat/^ * V . 




* the- 

lookeil^ detained |he boat for a mii^te, while he wrote a fewTines 
to«Price,-re^|be^ting him to,sepdthe b^rer of it taUje «iast-head, 
^ upoiicWivery, fo^ his inapertihenr conduct. "Mr. J— ^, >4ake 
l^is*^ board, ani^ deUter it from me to the commanding officer." 
. i* Ay, ay^ Sir/'»i*epTiAl Jerry. "Shove off |Jier6, forward."" 
Sir. Pjeter k^kad Jerry earnestly in%i«j fac?ifoK some time^ as 
^ • they were pullmg op board.» 4 • ♦ 

' ** Well now, d— lijit, ^ like you, if it's onlv for your excessive 
I •Wpudence." ' • ' ' ♦ 

"A negative^rt of commendation, but Ibelieve it the only one 
that he has," repHedHhe other; in a surly tone. ♦ 

V Highly flattered^SV/* replied J^rry to Mr. Peter, V that^ you 
» '^bould perpeive an^ ifiing to hiduce you talike me : ^ut I acfi sorry 
1 pannot return the. cohiptiment, for I*#eally cannot- Jlerceivp any- 
tlling to like you for. As for your irieiftl, there, I dan only say, 
thsk^l detest all cr(i|fe#vk^ay;5.-r-In. bow fprwjfrd !~way enough. 
NoMi^ gendemigp, with your pA*mission, T'lfshow'you the rpad," 

• said tfie youngster, climbing up tie side. \ 

Jerry, who had. some suspicion that^the note was not in his fa* 

*vaur, took the liBlrty, as.Jt wUs neiffeer sealed nor wafered, of 

•• reading it undep fiie^alf-deck, while Price W^s shewing the two 

* » gen^emen i»to jlhe cabin." Not to deliver a pote on ^ervice wis an 

qjEfence for ^hich Captain M— — would have dismissed him from 

^e ship ; bift to be- perched up^ like a monkey, at the mast-head, 

iiy,hs afternoon; aft^i^having foi^ht like a man in the morning, 

« ' was very much against the' grain. At any othfer time, he would 

I • <haye cared little about Ip, JTe went upon deck a^aio, where he 

fcJundProse On the gangway—" Wey, Prose, my boy, howareyou?" 

* V Why, upon my souF, Jerry, I am tired tcT death. Seven times 

bave*I been backward lind forward to 'that abominable privateer, 

^ ^and liow my*teft is ready, and I am ordered to go tigain for these 

gentlemen's things." 

• ",)yell, that is hard. / iVill go for you. Prose, sljall L? • Wlfere's 

• -the boat?" * ' , " 

"All ready, 'alongside. Well, now j if s very kind of y^u, Jerry, 
. t do declare." • * . 

Jerry laSd hold, of the man-ropes, and began to descend the side 
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—-and th^, as if I'lecoO^cting himself <ffa*sa<fdeii*, said, '""Qb^hy 
the by, I had ^^early forgot. Here's a note from the master to |lr. 
Pricew (ivelt him, Pro^e/* • • - . « ^, 

"Yes, Jerry, I yrill," replied' Pfose^ walking over to t^he^side of 
theVqua^etMieck' whwe Prifee^was carrying on the duly* y^SIH^ 
lerry made all the haste hec(yld,4md ^ved olf iathe bo^ 
" A fiole, Sk^ frcmvMr. Pfearce, the qsaster." > * ^ 
"Jftiril," said Price, running it over.. " Mr. Prose, go up ta 
the mast4iead» and stay th^^ till J £all you <^wnV' ^ « 

'" Sir!" replied ^rose, aghast. * . , • ^ 

"No reply, Sir-^p immediately.*" * ^ \ 

** Why, Sir, il was— »-" ^ •* 

"Another word, Sir;and Til keep you there SA night," cried Priq^ * 
walking forward, m furdierance of the duty he was carrying on.^ • 

"Well, now, I do' declare !. what hdff Idone^" said. Prose, 
with a whimpeiing voicej ^ he reluctantlf'''ascended the main-- 
rigging, ^f>i unperceived by J^rr^ who Was' watchihg the resutf as 
he pulled on b^ard of the privateer. » - ♦ • ^- ^ •• 

" Come om^board for these gentlemen's dothes. Sir," said JenyJ * 
reporting himself to Mr. *Pea|pe, who, not ^ Utile surprised to fee 
biin, inquired — * , '~*^ ^" - • ^ * • 

" Did Mr. Prtcc receive my not^? " * \ 

"Yes, Sir, he did.'; * • 

• " Why, I requested him to mast-head you ! " 

"Many thanks. Sir, for, your kfaidn^ss,"^ rejkied the youngster^.' 
touching his Bjil. ^ ^ * • ' •* 

• Pearce, who was annoyed that his request shouU oot have been , 
complied with, stated his feelings on the sdbject to Price> when hfi 
returned to the ship in the evening. < - * - ^ 

Price declared that he had sent Prose tdH^e mist-head^ and ^ta 
not called him do.wn until dght'o*clock. The affoir was thus ex- ' « 
plained, and Jerry was pardoned for tbejngenuity of his ruse^dc ' 
guerre, while all the comfort t^at was i^ived by the' nnfpittnnflde 
Prose was being informed, on Ae ensidng morning, that it was 9II a * 
mistake. * - • . • 

• The prize being now ready. Captain M desirfed ClourtenSiy ^ 

take charge of it, and select two of the midshipmen to accompamy 
him.' His choice fell upaa Seymour add" Jerry : the latter, being • 
selected rather for his own amusement, than for his qualities as an 
officer. The distance to Jamaica, U) which island h6 was directed 
to proceed, and^rom thence vrith his crew to obtain a passage to^ 
Barbadoes, was nctt great, and Captain M did not tike ta 
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have tt^ l^lgHe sBort-manned ; he was, therdbre/not allowed" ta 
«take more than ten seamen with him, five prisoners bemg sent on 
board, %S assist irf fiavigating^ the vessel. \ ' ^ 

Mr. *Capon- an^ Mr.»<^6ntract, at thteir owB request, . went as 
passengers. , ' * 

In the afternoon, as soon as the provisions were on board, 
Conrtenaf received his \^ritten Orders, and. in a fewhoprsthe 
lligale was ouj of sight. ^ They hk^ barely tune to stow awayt 
everythiftg in its pliace, and make the necessary arrangements, 
•when a heavy N. E. swell, and louring horizon, paredicted a conti- 
nq^ice of the feir wii*d^ and plenty of it. So li proved*; tlie wind 
i^qilised rafftdly, and the men found it difficult to reduce the cm- 

^ 'vassin^l^Bcienttime/ Beforedark, the wind blew with foiilsiderabl^ 
force, not steadily; but in fitful gusts : and the sun, as he descended * 
ih jhe wave,' warned them, by his red and fiery aspect, to prepare 

« mr an increase of the gale. The schooner flew before? it^'^under 
hep dhnhiished sail, rolling %unneI-to in the deep trough, or lurch- 
nig heavily as hep weather-quarter was 'bgrn .4ip aloft by the cuK 
minating' «welL All was secured for the night; the watch was 
set, and ^Seymour walked the dieck, while Courtenay and the rest 
v^ent below, and at an early hour i*etired to their beds. 

^mong other reasons for selecting our hero as one of Us assist- 
ants/ Courtenay ^as influenced by hi# pferfefet knowledge of the 

* Frendh language, which qiigfat prove U3efu] in communicating with 
. the )Fren};h prisoners, wh6 were sent on board to assist in working 

* the ve^l. Jerry had also Jboasterf of his talent in that way, as he 
wished to go in the prize ; and although ^the -reader,, from the 
specimen which Jlie has had, may ndt exactly give credit to his 

, assertitos , • yet Courtepay, who had never heard him, believed that 
he was f rctty well kcqu^nted with the language. 

*But, soon after they had parted with the frigate, when Courtenay 
desi^ed the French prisonetrs to lay hold of the ropes and assist ia 
shortening sail, they all refused. Seymour was not on deck at the 
time ; he had been desired to superintend the arrangements be- 

» low': and although he had beeh informed of their conduct, he had 
'not^yet spoken to the prisoners. Two of them were sitting aft 
under the lee of the weather-bulwark, as Seymour was walkmg . 

^ - the deck to alid fro. They were in earnest conversation, when 
Seymour stopped near to them, carelessly leaning over the weather^' 
quarter, watching the long following seas, when he overheard one 
say to the other— 'Taisex-votCs; peut-etre quiinous entend.*' " Nous 

, v^troii*/' replted'ihe other— who immediaitely rose, and addressed 
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Seymour in Frepch, relative to the weifmer. What he ^|d pre- 
viously heard induced our hero to shake his'head, and continue . 
to l^ok over Jhe weather-guarter, and as Seymoftr only Jfoswered 
in the English ]negative to a further interrogation, the prisoners did 

^ not think it worthwhile Do remove out of his hearing, but, satisfied 
with his not hieing tible to coMprehend them, sat down again, and • 
resumed their conversation: The lurching of the vessel >Vas a suf- 
^cient reason for not walking the deck J but Seynjour, to removS 
all suspicion, took another turner two, and th6n again heM on by 
the ropes plose by the Frenchpieft. The v^ind blew*to<J fresh to * 
permit him' to catch more than an occasional sentence or two of 
ih^ir Conversation : but what he heard made him more anxioji^.tq; 
collect more^ ^ »^ * * • f 

*^ Ilsne sQnt que seize, avec ce pelitmherablel" Observed one, *' et 
nous sommes — " Here the- r^st of the sentence ^as lost. Seymijur 
reckoned up the English oh board, and found that, with Billy Pitts, « 
whom Macallan had allowed GourtenSy to take with him as Jiis 
steward, they exacdy ^mounted to that number. The latter 
epithet he considered, justly enougfi, to be bestowed upon his 
friend Jerry. A few minutes afterwards, he intercepted—" They'll 

■ throw us overboard, if we do not succeed— we'll throw them over- 
board, if we do." '* Courage, mon ami, il ny aura pas de rfijj?- 
culte; nous sommes' trop fttris/^ Replied the other, asy terminatmg 
their conversation; th€fy rose and wall^edl^orward. • * . • 

It waj$ evident lo our hero that something was in agitation ; but , 
at the same' time it appeared perfeedy incomprehensible, that six • 
prisoners ^should have even formed the idea of attempfing the re* 
capture of a vessel manned v^ith sixteen Englishmen, and that they 
should considei: themselves so strong as to ensure succe^. Deter- 
mined to report what he had hleard to Courtenay, Seymour walk&i* 
the remainder of his watch; was relieved, and went below to Ws 
hammock. ' . ^ , 

The wind had increased during the night ; but as it was fair, and 
the sky clear^ and the -sun shone bright, the breeze was rather a 
matter of congratulation when they met at breakfaslt in the morn- ^ 
ing, although Peter and Paul complained of the violent motion of * 
the ves3eL having taken away their appetite. Seymour reported 
to Courtenay the fragments of. ihe conversation which he had 
overheard ; and, insane as appeared to be the idea of recapture, 
the latter agreed with him that it demanded caution on their parts: 
but as it would appear very* opposite to the English character to 
take open measures against six prisoners, whea they were so im- 
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meroQs, be contenietjL bams^lf with (l^riqg all the a?ms and ai^- 
munition to be sto\^d jn thp cabin, and gave orders that the pri- 
sobers, as they reflised to work, ^hou^not be allowed to come on 
deck after dusk, — and then gave the affair no further thought^ 
Se^ouF«was aware that, ^though it w^s his duty to report the *- 
circumstance, he had no right to press the matter upon Courtenay; 
who, was to be spppo^ed the best judge V still he was not isati^fiea. 
He had an unaccountable foreboding that all wat not bright. He 
turned the subject ^n his mind until dinner was announced by Billy' * 
Pitts, which ^utan end tp his reverie. ' * • 

The violent jerking n\ption of the vessel made it no easy taslc to ' 
c^tain ^ position at the table, whicli was securely lashed. As for 
placing on it the whole of the diqner at once, decanters,, etc., that 
woi/ld have been certain destruption ; a pfate and spoon fortheir,. 
•sottp was all wbich Billy Pi^ts, who wds majpr-ddmo, would trust 
theipwit^. Paul, who*was not the best-sailor in |he world, Md 
sequred to himself the seat to windward, audit consequently fell to . 
hjsiitt'to help the pea-soup, which was placed at the Weather-side 
of th« taWe. To s^ive time and breakage,— twoJmportant things 
. ma sea-mess, — they all held their own plates, which they thrust in 
towards the tureeji from the different qujy;*ters of the table to* 
, receive their sjipply. Paul, having, helpeS those nearest to him, 
rosp from his chaii* ^hat he might isee to fill the plates on.lhe dth«* 
side of the tureen. He was* lining oyer,* his centre of gravity 
Aeing* considerably beyond tjie perpendicular, when a heavy se4 
^trnck the vessel, and threw her nearly qn her beam-ends, pitching 
Paul right ovp the table to lee-ward. With the tureen, which he 
dyi not. forget to take. with him, he flew into Jerry's arms, and 
they rolled together on the floor. The contents of the tureen were 
rapidly deposited in the open* bosom of Jerry, Wlio disengaged him- 
self from the embraces of his enemy asfest as he could amidst the 
laugfhter of his companions. ^ 

'* Well, you asked for spup^" observed Courteniy. 
• "Yes, and my friend has helped me very Uberally," replied 
Jerry,, who tvas not at all out of humour, except when he was foiled 
with his own \veapons. In the meantime, Paul, who was a littW 
stunned with the blow he had received on his head, had continued 
on the floor rglling in the pea-soup, and was just attempting jo get 
on his legs. - » 

"You've got it all to* yourself there, ^r. Paul. As you seem to 
Kke it, perhaps you would prefer a spoon," said Jerry, x)ffering* 
hio) one at the same time. 
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^ " I say, Paul, what a capital barleqijuoi you would make ! " ob- 
served PeterV . ^ , \ 

Paul, who had recovered Tife legs, and now clung on^by the 
*^table, looked an answer horribly asquint, as if he did not admire 
•• the joke ; but he'resumed his seat at pit table. %^ ^ 

The remainder of the dinner was brought down •without further 
. afccideat occurring ; and by the time that it Ipvas wer, as the bottle 
- liad to be passed round, and every body was obli^ U> drink off 
' « immediately, 'and put his wine g^ss inside his waistcoat to save it 
• • from perdition, they were all very merry and happy before the re- 
past had been concluded. "There," said Jerry,, stroking himself 
down when he had finished hisi^heese, as if he were a F^sCftff, "g 
kitten might play with me now. " 
' "More than one dare do with me," rejoined Peter, "for I'm 
cursedly inclined to shoot the cat" . ^ - * . 

But 'as the second evenmg closed. m,.Hhe sky was Id&dedwith 
heavy clouds, — the scud fleW -wildly past them,— the sea increased 
to monntains high, — and the gale roared througk the rigging of 
thp schooner, which was now impelled before it under bare poles. 
They were really in danger. The hatches were battened down 
fore and aft — ^Ihe ports were knocked out'lo i^fow fw the escape 
of the water, which podi^d over in* such VQjumes as would other- 
wise hay^ swamped the vessel—and Courtenay and his cpcw^ re- 
mained on'de(Jk until 'da^pi of djy^ when the. violence of the gale 
seemed to have abated. ", ^ .* . . ,# 

Courtenay desired Seymour and Jerry to turn m, and relieve 
him at eight o'clock. Our hero and J^ry went down into' the 
cabin, where they found the two passengers, who, ialllioygh they 
had not come on dedt during the night, had not retired^ to bed. 
Peter was sitting iip to windward on the locker, leokipg very psde 
ahd very sea-siek. Pmil was on the cabin floor,' with one hand 
holding pn by the leg of the table, and a bottle of brandy in the 
other. His prayer-book he had abandoned during a fright, and it 
was washing about in the lee-scuppers. Jelpry wjk delighted* but 
put on a rueful face. * ^ . ' 

* "Well," observed Paul, who wa$ nearly frightened out of his 
wits, "how is it now ?" ; . 

"Worse and worse," replied Jerry ; ."there's i^ne inches water 
in the well." 

"Oh, my God ! " cried Paul, who was notj^ery au fait at nautidsd 
* technicaUties, — raising one eye up to heaven, while the other ap- 
peared to rest upon the bottle of brandy. 
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* " But why don't you tiunin^" $aidJe^ry; "wecan*go tojfhe 
bottom just as conrfpriably in bed as anywhere else.^' 
"I ag|^ with ^u/' replied iPeter, whg had often been at sea, 
" andTiri^rery weu that a^^^s-righ^ by*t^e two midshipmen com- 

• ingoff 4pck. ".My mother ppopbesjed th^t I nevef should die in 
^ ^ my biatl ; buy V determilted that I will.^^i. 

* "Igalbad better t.urn hj, Mr, f aul^'-' said Seymour, kindly ; "I'll 
ring Wt tl^ steward ^'' • * *. 

• ^illyPitts ,made*ljjis appearance. " By gad, ^[entlemen, the d— d 
. scho6ner upAer water/' i ■ * ' . ' . 

. " Under water ! ** cried Paul, with dismSiy. the bottle was ap- 
^ plied to his moAth,^ if "he Ivas determineU to leave as little room 
as possible fbr.the element which he expected instantsfneously to be 
' struggliagm. ^^; ; \ 

't Witiithedssistaiceof Billy, Paul was placed in one of the stand- 
ing bec^placS at the side of th^ cabip. Jorry put his'brandy bottle 
at the^de of hi^ pillow, — kmdly infornaing him that he \^ld Save 
an opportunity of takii^ a few n^qre &wig[S before he went down, 
for the water yf^ ovlf up to her b^ndf ^ present. Peter was al- 
t ready in the cot next to liim, and^ Seymour and Jeri*y iurned in, 
witfaoat tiding off then* clothes,* Jn Courl^ay's bed, on the other 
side of the cabin. Before they had fallen asleep, they heard Paul 
cry out, " Peter ! Peter ! " . ^ * . 

-" Well, ^hat do yon want ?" 

**Do\ou think ihere are any^hopes?" ^ « . 

, Peter, who \^shed to frighten his companion ^ replied, gravely — 
d^miUTaid not; — ^bu<^> Paul, Tve just lieen reflecting upon Uie 

• suBject. Hpre we are, two men considerably on the wrong side of 
forty. WS have enjoyed our youth, whicli is ?the happiest period 
of our life* ' We are now fast descending the till, to old age^ <le^ 
crepitude, and diseaser—what ayails a few more* years, ^allowing 
that we are spared this time^ Don"t you perceive the comfort qf 
myobservati(Mis?'\ : . * 

Paul groaned) and mad§ no answer ; but even the creaking' of 
-4he timbers coukl not disguise? the repeated clegk-cleck-cleck,, as 
the brandy from the bottle gurgled down his throat. ' ^ 
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. ^HAPTEU XXXIII. • • . • 

• ** - • 

- .» * . ■ * • • * . ^ 

* *' - ■ • fc- 

* Th^i^to commit suoh daughter. , - *. ^ 

* " . ^Cymheline. / ^ . * * *' , 

The gales 6i wind in tb6 tropical climates ail^ Yi6lent while they 
last, but. ai^e« seldom of long duration. Siich was tjie case in the 
present^ hstai^pe : for it subsided 1^ a few hoUrS after day-light; 
and the schooner that had been propelled befoi^ it, whs now shelr- 
tered under the lee of the Island of St', Domingo, anci^ wit|j all her 
canvass, ^rfead, was gliding through a tranquil sea-. Agajn th^y 
were collected round the dmAer-table, to jt more quiet ^repast than 
they had hitherto enjoy«d since they had ^me'qp board. Paul 
had not quite reeovereu his ,s{Rrits, although, when he went on % 
deck, just before the dfimpr was *Jannolinced, he \vas delighted at 
the sudden change' which had taken place ; but thef mirth of his 
companions at his eJpense was hot received in very good part. 

After dmner, finding bimsdif in a bettec hiitnbur, h^ turned to 
Pqfer, ahdgaddressed him.' '*I saf^, t^ter, I n);ade no £^wer to 
your remarks, last jiiight,*when we expected to go dpwn, but I have 
sioce had 'time deliberately to weigh your arguments, and ^shpuld 
like you to explain to me wher^ the ccnnfm-t was that yoM so stre- * 
nuously pointed out, for* bang me if I can discover it.*' ' * * 

Sleymour again hadchargeoflhe first watch ; and, notwithstand- 
ing that the orders for the prisoners to remain below after dark 
had beei^commanicated to th^fai, he observed that, &n'one pretence 
or other, they t^ccasioqally came on deck; and repeatedly put their 
heads above the hatchway. This conduct reminded him of the 
conversation which he bad overheand, and again it was the subject, 
of his thoughts. Captain M-— — had one day ob^rved to him, 
that if there was no duty going, he could not employ himself in 'a 
•moretiseful maimer, when he was walkji^ the deck, t6an by 
placing himself,^ or the ^ip, in difficult situatfons^ and reflecting 
upon the most eirgible means. of. relief. "Deftend upon it,'' ©b- 

served Cj^ptain M , ** the timawfll coihe, when you will find it 

of q^ to you ; ^nd it will create for you a presence of* m^nd, in a 
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suddai dflenma, which oiay be the salvataon of yourself and the 
ship you are in." 

Seymour^ remembering this in|«ictimi, reflected upon what 
wouId.be the most advisable ^teps to take, in case of the French 
V prisoner^ attemjf^g a re-capture during his watch on deck. That 
there were but six, it was very true ; but, at the same time, during 
the night-watches there were but five English seamen, and the offi- « 
cer of the watch, on deck. Should the Fr^chmen have the bold^ 
ness to attempt to regain possession of the vessel, there was no doubt 
that, if the watch could be surprised, the hatches would be secured . 
over those below. What should be the steps, in sudi a case, that he 
ought to take? 

Such^were the cogitations of Seymour, when midnight was re- ' 
ported, and Jerry was summoned to relieve the deck— which he did 
not do, relying upon our hero's good-nature, until past one bell. 
Up he came,.vrith his ready apology— -"I reaHy beg your pardon, 
my dear fellow, but I had not a wink of sleep last night." 

• " Never mind, Jerry, I ain not at all sleepy. I had been think-^ 
ing about these iFrench prisoners-^I cannot get their conversation 
out of my head." 

" Why/I did not like it mys^, when I heard of it," replied 
Jerry, "I hope they won't attempt it in my watch : it Would not 
^ve them muth trouble to launch ine over the quarter— i should 
dum away, 'flymg light,' like a lady's boiinet." 

*• What would you do, Jerry, if you perceived them rushing aft 
to retake the vessd?" inquired Seymour, who was aware of his 
ready invention. 

'^ Skim up the rigging like a lam|^-Ughter, to be sure. Not fliat 
it would be of much use, if they gain^ the day— except to say a 
few prayers before I went astern." 

'^ Well^ tl^at was my idea ; but I thought th^ if one had a mus- 
ket and ammunition up there, a diversion might be created in 
favour of those below — for the prisoners have no fire-arms." 

." Very true," replied Jerry ; " we might puzzle them not a little." 

" Now, Jerry, suppose we were to take that precaution, fop I do 
not like their laaanoeuvres during my watch. It will do n^ harm, 
if it does no good. Suppose you fetch two muskets Bd^artouch- ' 
boxes from the cabin— I'U take one, and. secure it in the fore-cross-- 
trees, and you*do the same at die main : for Ciourtenky is too pv(md * 
to keep an armed watch." 

Jerry agreed to the proposal, and-brought up the njiiskets and 
aouDunition. Seymour gave him a stout fox Mi lash ^e musket; 
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" and taking a&olher hhmeify they both ascended the rigging at the 
same time, ^d were busy securing the muskets up and down at 
the head of the lowar masts, when they heard a sudden rush upon . 
deck, beneath them. . ^ 

It was dark, though not so dark but they could llistinguish what . 
was going on, and they perceived that their thoughts had but anti- 

•cipated the reality. " The French are up ! " roared the man at the 

^heel, to rouse those below, as well as the watch who were lying 
about the decks ; but, to the astonishment of the youngsters aloft, 
as well as of the men on -deck, not six, but about twenty French- 
men, armed with cutlasses, made their appearance. The hatches 
w^re over and secured in a minute ; and the unarmed English on 

*»deck were then attacked by the superior force. It was wjth ago- 
nized feelings that Seymour and Jerry heard the scuffle which took 
place : it was short ; and plunge after plunge into the water, along- 
side, announced the death of each separate victim. •The' naan at 
the wheel struggled long—he was of an athletic frame— but, over- 
powered by numbers, he was launched oven the taffrail. 

The French, supposing that the remainder of the crew weie 
below, placed sentries over the hatches, that they mi^ht not be 
forced, and then collected together abaft, altering the xx)urse of 
the vessel for St. Domjngo. , * 

It will be necessary to explain the sudden appearan'ce of so man^ 
Frenchmen. When the captain of the privateer was occufHed, 
during the night previous to the attack, with his several plans of 
defence, he also arranged one for the re-capture of the vessel,* fn 
case of their being overpowered. With this in view, he had con- 
structed a platform in the hc4d, on which a tier of casks was stowed, 

, and under which there was sufficient space for fifteen or twenty men 
talie concealed. When the privateer's men had been driven be- 
low, and the hatches secured over them, fifteen, armed mih cut- 
lasses, concealed themselves in this place, with the hope& of re- 
capturing the vessel firom the prize-master, after she should have 
parted company with the frigate. The prisoners, who had been sent 
on board to assist in navigating the schooner to Jamaica, had com- 
municate Yf^ them, uaperceived, after datk. As all the English 
were fati^^ from having been on dedc during the previous night, 
the middle watch v^s proposed for the attempt, vfhibh had thus for 
been attended with success. 

Seymour and Jerry remained quiet at tlie mast-heads ; for al- 
though ttey; did not attempt to commuiiicate with e^ch other, for 
fear of discovery, they both rightly judged that it would be b«5t to 
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remain liU day-light ; by which time^ ^some pbiis wwld have be^ 
* formed by the party i)elow, which their situadcm ^ould emble them 
m^rially to a^t. Nearly four boars elapsed previous to the 
dawning of the day, during which interval* Jerry had ample lime ta 
f^y«ome of those prayers which he spoke of, and which it was to 
be supposed that they both did not fail to 4>ffei: up in their p^ilons 
sitoati(^. - 

As soon a$ the day began to break, Jerry, who had not yet ioa<f- 
e^|s musket, lest he might be heard, thought it time to prepare 
^MHion. *He primed, and put in his cartridge, in the ramming 
. down of which a slight ringing of the ramrod against the muzzle at- 
tracted tl|e notice of one of the Frenchmen, who, looking up, after 
a^hort time,«exclaimed : — 

^^IHable! ce^t Monsieur Misere qui est Id.*' 
^erry levelled with a steady aim, and the bullet passed through 
tfte (road ch^t of the Frenchman, who rolled upon the deck. 

" Now, they may chaimt your miserere,'* cried the youngster. 

A secend shot ft^enl the fore-cross-trees laid another Frenchman 
ak)ng$ide (tf his companicm. 

'^ Comn^eni diable! nous serons abtmes par ces enfans-ld; il faut 
fnon^i[.'* • ^ 

The muskets were again loaded, and again each boy brought 
down his bird, before die Friencbmen could decide upon their ope- 
rations. It was a case of necessity that the youngsters should be 
attacked ; but it was a service of no little danger, and of (^rtain des- 
truction to one, who must fall a sacrifice, that the other might be 
able to secure the youngster before he had time to reload his mus- 
ket. .Two of the most daring fi[ewt%«the main-rigging, one ascend- 
ing to windward, and th^ other to leeward. Seymour, who per- 
c^ved their intentions, reserved his fire until he saw the one in the 
Mother rigging fall by Jerry's mu^et ; he then levelled at the one 
to leeward, who dropped into the lee-chains,. and from thence into 
the sea. Thus had six Frenchmen already fallen by the coolness 
and determination of two boys, one but fourteen, and the other not 
^teen years old. ^ 

. A short consultation ended in the Frenchmen resorting to the 
only measures likely to b^ attended with success. Leaving three 
to guard the hatchways, the remaining twelve, divided into four 
parties, began to mount both fore and m^in-rigging, to windward 
and to leeward, at the same time. The fate of Jerry and Seymour 
now appeared to be decided. They might each kill one man more, 
and th^ would have been hurled into the sea. But during the con- 
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wltation, Sef8ioiur» whouiticipaled this movement^ mnA had 9 knife 
in Ins pockety divided the lanyards of the lee top^mast rigging; and, * 
running up the weather side with his^ musket, and mnmunitiony^s 
soon as he had gained 4be top-mast croes-tireesy hauled up the Tee 
rigging after him ; thus gaining a position that would admit butnoiy 
person mounting upio I^ at a time* He called to Jerry, pointing 
out what he had done, that he might do the same; but unfortu- 
Mdy Jerry had not a knife, and could not. He.contepted himself 
with climbing up to the top-mast cross-trees, to which he w^^y^ ' 
lowed by two of the' Frenchmen. Jerry liavelled his musket, ^»d 
passed his bullet through the skull of one of his pursuers, wliose 
heavy fall on deck shook the schooner foreffpid aft : and thpn, awai*e 
that nothing more could be done, pitched his musk^ oveHboard, 
that they might not gain possession of it, and dimb^ng, with a nim- 
bteness suited to the occasion, up to the mast-head, descemled Ifg- 
the top-gallant-stay, to the fore-top-mast cross-trees, and j^indtl 
Seymour, in the presaice of the exasperated Frenchmen, who now, 
unable to reach either of them, w^e at a non'^-phrs. • '^ I say, Moh- 
sienr, no catchee, no habbee," cried Jerry, laughing, and piittidg 
his hsmd to iris side from loss of breath. 

But we must now acquaint the reader with what is*going m be- 
low. The surprise of Gourt^oay wh^ he found the hatches down, 
wi the deck in possession of the French, was removed, when the 
men who had been secured with him stated that, as they lay in 
their hammocks, they had been awakened by a' ki^e body of m^ 
running up the hatchway^ He nov^ perceived that there musl have 
been ooiea. c(M[)jcealed in the hold of the vessel. The struggle on 
deck, the splashing in the water, aill had been plainly heard below ; 
they were aware of the fate oJF their shipmiMes, and did u<H expect 
to see day4ig^t again, until they were hahded up as prisoners in a 
French port. ' ^ ^ 

The feelings of Gourtenay were not enviable* He upln^ded 
himself for having, by his want of prudence, lost the vessel, and sa* 
crificed the Uves of the two midshipmen and five seamen who had 
. the watch on deck. The party below consisted Of Courtenay, Pa- 
tar and Paul, Billy Pitts, and five seamen ; and a consultation was 
held as to their proceeding^. To regain the ve^ and avenge the 
death of their shipmates, or to perish in the atteiiq)t, was the.deter^ 
mination of the lieutenant. 

He was aware that the French had no fire-arms ; and, amply sup- 
I^ied as they were, he lyoukl have cared little for their numbers if 
once on deck; but how to geton^eckwas thepr(^em» To s0, fire 
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la iKiwsd, ^ vmh up in the flamest-^to s(^ml^ h^,^or to blow 
ker xip, and all go down together, were eaeh proposed and agitated. 
» Petir's plan was considered as the most feasibte: He sng^ted, 
that Qfk^ j^lf of the cabm tab|^, which was divide^ in twOf'shouId 
be plsicied upon the other^ so as to r»se it «p to the combings of 
tlie daylight-hatch ; on the upper tatle, to place a pound or two of 
^Nirder» whiph, from t^ ascending prindpleof explbsion, wouM 
Mow off the skylight and grating, withoatinjuriBg the vessel below* 
th(^, with tbeil^ muskets loaded and bayonets fixed, to jump on 
the t£A>le,'and from tb^ice, if |)osfflBle, ^n the deck." 

This was a^eed to, and the preparations were well forward, 
when iherepdrt of Jerry's musket was heard-^nother succeeded» 
iind tJ^ey were pei^exed. Had the Frenchmen fire-arms ?— and 
if so, what could lheyj}e firing at? The fellmgof the bodies os 
#^ deck, an^ the indistinct curses of die Frenchmen,, puzzled than 
even more. " What can it l)e ? " observed Cpurtenay. • 

** I .redbllect now," said Paul, " as I lay a#ake, I saw young 

devH-skin pasi$ my bed ynih a musket — I wondered what it was 

.for." ,- > ' * 

'* Then, probably, he has gained *the rigging with it, and is 
saf(p," criea Courtenay, intuitively. *' Be quick ! Where's the 
powdj^r ? Take that candle further off." 

., TIfb train was 'laid as the muskets continued to be discharged ; 

they, removed fronnthe cabin ;— it was fired> and the* skylight was 

lUf^ up, killing the Frenchman who guarded the hatchway, at 

^the vei'y moment that thd Frenchmen wei:e in the rigging> puzzled 

' mttxji^^ manoeuvres of Seymour and the escape of Jerry. * 

^Courteiiay and Ws party rpshfed imo the cabin, 'mouMed the 
table, asd were on deck before the smoke had cleared away ; and 
Ite Trenchmen, who had not had time to descend the rigging, 
were at their mercy. - * - 

Mercy they .were not entitled to. They had she^^n none to the 
unarm^ English, whom they had wantonly thrown into (he sea 
when they bad overpoj^ered them, and were now thirsting for Ae 
* bkx)d of the two boys. No mercy was shewn to them. As they 
dropped <me by one from the riggitag, wounded or dead, they were 
tossed iljo the wave, as an expiatory sacrifice to the manes of the 
murdered Englishmen. In a few minutes the'carnage was over. 
Seymour and Jerry descended from their litrte fortallce aloft, and 
were warmly greeted by their friends as they reached the deck. 

**Rejdly, Mr. Pmil," said Jerry, sMkiiig his proffered hand^ 
** this is quite an unei^pectedlJeasurc."* * * 



Digitized by 



Google 



198 - . THE KING'S OWK. * . 

^* Wefi, I nfever tbougfat that I could pos^Uy Vke y^/' ans^red 
the other. * - 

" Well," obsdhred Jerry, " it has (|uite stopp^ my grovWi:"» 

" But not yohr ton^e, I hope," /eplied Petei* ; ** that would 
be a pity. Now explain to us how it alfhappened." * • 

Jerry entered into the detail with his accustomed humour, while 
€!ourtenay talked aft with Seymour, to Jjave a more ^ber inP- 
rative of the' transactions which we have described^ and whieff 
afforded amjAe matter for conversation, until the plbize was brought 
to an anchor in Port Royal harbour, where Courteimy and his 
crew were ordered a passage to Barbadoes, in a frigate that had 
orders to proceed there in a few days ; and Mr. Peter Capon aiwl 
Mr. Paul Contract went otfshore,' declaring, that until a mlail-coaclf 
ran between there andEngland, they Would. nev6r leave the island,' 
and again, subject themselves to the charming vicissitud^of a sea- ^^ 
fering etistence. 



CHAFfER XXXIV. , . . ^'^ 

'-' • ^ ^ K^ 

. For the exaction of all form, observance, ceremony^ sobordination, and the)fik^, ^eol^ 
though, while he compels obedience, he may get himself privately laughed at, commend 
Ibe to our goveinor, Don Fahricio. • . « « «■ * 

.ffumoursofJUadi'id, 

In a few days, Courtehay, vrith th€f prize crew of the Aspa^a^ 
sailed for Barbadoes, in the frigate which bad been oi^ered to 
receive thenpi for a passage. 

The frigate v^s commanded by (me of the most singubu* ^R- 
racters in the service. He was a. clever pian, a thorough sailor, 
and well acquainted with the detai^, and technicalities of the pro-* 
fession— a ^irited and enterprising officer, blit of the most arbi-* 
trary disposition. So well was he acquainted yfiih the r^ulatioiis 
of the service, that he could hedge iumself in so as to ensure a 
compliance with the most preposterous orders, or draw the offi(5ei>) 
who resisted into a premunire whicl^ would risk his commission. - 

In a professi(m where one man is embalmed with ipan|^ isolated 
from the poiyer v^henoe h^ derives his own— where his fiat must be 
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received \ntbout a mufifiuiiby hui»ireds ^ho* can reasoi^s \(ellias 
hftnself» it is absolutely requisite thal^he should be iqvekdl with an - 
autbority^aiDounting to despotism. True it is that he is b^ 
responsible to his su{Arh>rs for any undue exerciseof this authority ; 
but amongst so many ta whom it is^ confided, there must be some 
Vho, from disposition, or the bad exam]:de of those under whom 
they have served, wiH not -adhere to the limits which have he&a 
prescribed. This, however, is no r^son for reducing that author- 
ity, which,* as you govern ^wholly by opinion, is necessary for the 
d^pli|^ which ufdiolds the service ; but it is a strong reason for 
Qot delegating itlq those who. are not fit tot>e entrusted. 

Captain Brad^w had many redeeming qualities. Oppressive 
as he was, he admired a spirit of resistance in an ofBeer, when it 
wassUewnJn a just cause, and, upon reflection, was invariably Im^ 

^friend, for be felt that his own natura^temperament was increased 
^ abj^t obedience. Raynal, I think it is, has said ibat ^Hhe pride 
of men ih office' arises as much from the servility of their infeiiors 
or expectants, a& from any other cause." In our service, they are 
aU iiiJFmors, a^d all expectants. Can it then be surprising that ^ 
captaii^occasion£dly becomes tyrannical? But Captain Bradshaiv 

• was not natm'aliy tyramiical : |^ had become so^ because, pfo- 
ipoted at an early age, he had never been afterwards opposed ; no 
onecontradictedhim ; everjLone applauded his jokes, and magnified 
Us mirth into mU He womd try by a court'-martial ap .officer who 
bad committed a slight error, and on the sam^ day would open his 
purse and extend his patronage to another wbom he knew not, but 
Jiad been informed that'^he was deservmg, and had no ^ends. To 
his^eamen he was as lavish with his money as he was with the cat* 
He would Qve ^ nftan a new j^ket one day, and cut it to pieces on 
his bact with a rope's end on the next. Yet it was not exactly 
inconsistency — it wat an eccentricity of character— not natural, 
Jbut cKated by the service. The graft was of a worse quality than 
the parent stock, and the fruit was a ccwnpound of the two. The 
sailors, who are of the most forgiving temper in the worid, and will 
pardQn a hundred faults for one redeeming quality, declared that 
** he'wam't a bad captam after all,'* 

His violent and tyrannical disposition made him constantly at 
variance with his officers, and continual -changes took place in his 
ship ; but it w^ observed, that th^se who bad left him from a 
^irited resistance, were kkMly rec«ived and benefited by his pa- 
tronage, while those who snhnitted were neglected. Like a pretty 
but clever woman, who is^ware that flattery is to be despised, and 



Digitized'by 



Google 



^00 Tii£. Xffr&ft OWN. 

yeijtcoii&flbkf caii^eiisCwMioatit, s^Captiiki AnutehawexacM 
the serrWf wbidi lie had b^en accustomed to, yet rewarded 'Sot 
tbo6e by wfaom it was administ^i^ . All tbe-midshipnien promoted 
on the station had to pass through the ordefl of sailing with Cap- 
tain Brad^haw^ who genei^y had a vacancy ; and it certainly had 
a good effect upon those yomaig men who were inclined to presume 
uponth^r jnewly acquired raidt : for th^y w^e well sdiook^ before 
they quitted his ship. 

. When Gourienay and his party went on board of die irigate^ 

the first-li(»itenant, master,, and surgeon, indign&nt at language 

which bad been used to' them by the .captain, refused to dinem the 

cabin, when tbey'were invited by the steward* who reported to 

Capiain Bradshaw that th^ officers would not accept his mvitation. 

" Won't they, by G— d ! Ill see that. §end my derit'here." 

The derk made his appearance, with an abject bow. ^ 

'' Mr. Powell, sit down, and write as I dictate,'- said piptftki 

Bradshaw, who, v^alking up and down the ftMre*cabin', composed a 

memorandum in which, aiftier a, long preamble, the first-Jieutcniant, 

boaster, ^nd surgeon, were.direcled to dine with, him every day, 

. until furthei* orders. Captain Bradshaw having signed it,^|5ent kfr 

the first-lieutenant, and deliver^ it himadf ii^ his hands. « ♦ 

,** Ferguson !—Bradly!" crieajthe first-lieiitenant, entering the 

gon-room, vrith the paper in Ins hand, ^^ here's something for all 

^ree of ii§,7-a positive order to dine with the skq)per eVery^day, 

nntil^he gets tired of our company." 

*' ril be banged if -I do," replied the surgeon. ** I'll put myself 

in the sick-list.'* ' ^ 

" And, if I am obliged to go, I'll not toudi anything," rcj^ped 

the master. " There's an oW provferb, * you may lead a horse to 

Ae pond, but you can't make Um drink/ " 

" Whatever we do," replied Ridberts/ th6 first-lieutaaant, "we 
flwst act in cracert ; but I have be^ long enough in the scFvioe t» 
know, that we must obey first, and remonstrate afterwards. That 
this is an unusiial order, I grant, nor do I know by what regula- 
tions of Ui6 service it can be enforced ; but at the same time.1 con- 
sider that we run a great risk in refusing to obey it. Only observe, 
in the preamble, how artfully he inserts * appearance* of a con- ' 
spiracy, tending to bring him into contempt ; and again, ^ for Che 
better disciptine of his Majeslf's service, ^hich m«st invariably suf- 
. for when there is an appearance of vi^t of cordiality between those 
to whom the men must look for an example.' Upon my soul he's 
devilish clever. I do befeve he'd find out a reason for drawing ont 
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iili oar doofie teaih, i^ he i^as inclined, and pfove.it wits all for the 
benefit of his Msyesty's «ervice. WeB now, what's to be done ?•" 

" Why, what's your opinion, Rfberts^" 

*i Oh, mine i$ to go ; ahd if you'wiH a^with ine» be wo^'t {illow 
us to dine with him a second time.*' * ' , * ' 

•* Well, then, I agree," replied the surgeons 

^* And so must I, then, I presume ; but, by heavara, if s down- 
right tyranny and oppr^ioiy'' 

^' Never niind, listen to me. Let's all go, and all behave alill as we 
can-^^ as unmanneriy a,s bears-^a'buse every l&ing — be as famil}lir 
as possible, atkd laugh in his f^. He cannot touch us for it, if we 
do not go too /ar-^-and h^ll not trouble ns to cwne a secimd time.^» 

Their plans were arranged ; and at three o'ftodi they were 
wered into' the cabin, with one of the mids^ipm^^of the ship, 
^na Jerry, wh^ as a stranger, had been honoured with an invita- 
tion. ' * 

Captai]|*Bradshaw, whosie property was .^ual to his libeljIHy, 
piqued himself upon keefring a good table ; his cook was* an cfK«e, 
am his wines were of the v^ best quality. After all, tjbere was no ^ 
glr^t hardship In dining with him'— but, ** upon compulsion ! " — No. 

xhe officers bowed. The captairf, satisfied withjheir obedience, 
intended, althougli he had brought them there by force, to. do the 
honours of his table with the greatest urbanity. 

" Roberts," said be, " dame the favour to take the foot of Aec 
table. — Doctor, here's a 6hair for you. — Mr^ Bradly, come round 
on this side. Now, then. Steward, off covers, and l^t us see what 
you blv^^r us. Why, Youngster, does your captain starve you ? " • 
' **No, sir," replied'Jerry, who knew what was going on; " but 
he don't give me a dinner every day." • 

'* Humph ! " mattered the captain, who thought Mr. Jerry very 
free upon so short an acquaintance. 

.The soup was handed round ; the first spoonful that Roberts took 
in his mouth, he threw out on the snow whi<jB deck, crying out, as 
soon *as his mouth was empty, ** O Lord ! '* 

** Why, what's the matter," inqiilr|d the captain. 

" So culled hot, I've burnt niy tongue." ^ 
t ** Oh, that's all ! Steward, wipe up that mess," said the captain, 
who was rather nice in his citing. 

* * Do you know Jenuny Cavan, Sir, at BarUadoes? " inquined the , 
doctor. 

" No, Sir, I know ik) J^nries," replied Captain Bradshaw, sur- 
prised at his familiar adiress. 
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, ^-iie^MBaefilirii good feSkm^ S^, I cain tdl you* ^^hen he gels 
yoa on shore, he'll ftiake you dine with him every day, whether or 
not. He'll take no d^iiaL" ^ 

"Nqw that's whgitldU a d-^ igood fellows you don't qflen 
meet a chap Jik6 him," observed the msllterv 

Captain Bradshaw felt that he was indirectly called a cAap^ which 
did not please him. 

^* Mr. Bradly, will you take some muttmi ? " 

** If f ou please," said the master. 
« ** Roberts, I'll trouble you to carve the saddle of mutton." 

The first-lieutenant cutf>ut a slice, and taking it on'tblfork, 
« looked at it suspiciously, and then held his nose«over it. . 
' " Why, whaf s the matter ? " ♦ • . 

vRalher high, Sir, Tm afraid." * \ 

** Oh, I sAiell it 6er0," said Jerry, who enta^ed into the joke. ?^^ 

** Indeed! Steward, remove that dish; fortunaffily it is not aU 
our dinnw. What will you t^ke, Mr. Bradly? " 

*Why; really, I s^dom touch anything but the joint, f hate your 
^ kickshaws, there's so much pawing ^out them. Til wait, if fbu 
please^ in dte m^Bantime, I'll dridk a glass of wine with you, Gap- 
tam Bradshaw." » * 

** "the devil you wiU ! " was nearly out of th% c^taiu s mouth, 
at thi$ revecsal of the order of things; but he swallowed it down, 
^ md smswered, in a surly tone, " With great pleasure. Sir." • 

" Come, Doctor, let you and I hob and nob*," said the first-Keu- 
tenanf. They did so, and clicked their glasses together wilh such 
' force as te break them both, and spill the wine upon the &|e damask 
table-cloth. Jerry could contain himself no longer, buTburst oul 
into a roar of laughter, «to the astonishm^t of Captain Bi^dshsfw, 
who never had seen a midshipman thus conduct- himself at his table 
before; l^ut Jerry could not restrain his inclination for joining'with 
^he party, although he had no excuse for his behaviour. 

V Bring some wine-glasses. Steward ; and you'll excuse me, Gen- 
tlemen, but I will thank you not to try the strength of them ]|gain," 
said Captain Bradshaw, with* very majestic air. 

^^ Now, Mr. Ferguson, I Shall be happy to take a gl^ of wine 
with you. What wfll ypu have? There's Sherry and ftloseUe." 

*^ I prefer Champagne, if you please," answ^ed the surgeon, 
who knew that Captain Bradshaw did not produce it, except whai 
strangers were at t6e table. 

Captain Bradsbair restrained his iad^pKitlDn, and ordered Cham- 
pagne to be brought. ;; 
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#ril lomyout*^ cried Aei<fir8l4icaileiiaiit, shofiojgiii.liig giiss. 

'' Came, Yoanker, let you and I havp a glass cosey together/' 
^id Jerry tb the 'inidshipiDan,#who, frigt^ep^ at what was going 
on, moved his chair a little further from Jerry, auji^then ]o{|^ 
first at him and then at Ae captain. 

* ^' Oh, « pray take a ^giass with ,the young gentleman/' ^d Cap- 
tain Bradshawy with mock polit^ess. v ' * 4 

^^ Come, Stewardf none of your half allowance, if you please," 
contipued the impertinent Jerry. ''Now, then, my cock, here's 
towards yc^ and * better luck still.' " 

Captain Bradshaw was astonished. ^4 say, Youngster, did j^ap- 
tainM ever flog you?" 

** No, Sir," replied Jerry, demurely, perceivrng that he had gone 
too faf ; "he always treats his officers like gentlemen/' 
' **Then, I presume. Sir, when they are on board of his ship, 
llmt they conduct themselves as gentlemen." 

This Unt made Jerry dumb for some time ; the officers, however, 
dontinyi^ as before. The surgeQn dropped his plate, full of dama- 
scaoie tart, ^n the deck. The fisst-lieutenant spilt his snuff on die 
liri»le^oth, and laid his snuff-box on the table,- which he knew to 
be the captain's aversion ; and the master* requested a glass of grog, 
^the roitgut French wines had given him a pain in the bowels.' 
^Gaptaui Bradshaw could hardly retain his seat upon the chair, upon 
wUch lie fidgetted right and left. lie perceived that his ofQc^ 
ware ^having in a very unusual manner, and that it was with a 
view to hissmnoyance: yet it was impossibfe for4iim to takeliotice 
of breaking glasses, aMd ^ding fault with the cookery, which they 
took hure. to do, sending dieir plates away before they had eaten a 
mouthful, with apparent disgust ; neither could he demand a courtr 
miurtial for awkwardness or. want of good manners at his own taide. 
He began to think that he had better have left out the f ' every day 
uniil fuHher orders,** in the memprandum, as rescinding it imme- 
diately would have been an acknowledgment of their hmng gained 
the victory ; and as to their going on in this way, to put up with 
it was impossible. 

The dinner Was over, and the dessert placed on the table. Gap- 
lain Bradshaw passed the bottles round, helfMng^jiimself to Mac 
deira. lM:)ert» took claret, and as soon as he had tasted it, ^^l 
beg your pardon, Captain Bradshaw," said he, ''but this wine is 
corked." 

" Indeed !— take it away. Steward, and bring another bottle." 

Another was put on the table. 
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"IlM^ ydaTI flnd that better, Wt. Roberts,*^ satd the captftn, 
y^bo reaHy tboughtthat what he stated bad been the ease. 

" Yes," replied tb^ipFSt-Iieutei^j for the description of wine, 
^^^well en#ygh." 

•rW * * What do you mean, Sar ? Why, it's Ch4teau-Mai^ux, of the 
first growth." • • 

H * ^ ' Exctise me. Sir," replied the officer, with an incredulous smfle ; 
^^ ihe^ most have imposed upon you." * ' . 

Captain Bradshaw, who was an exceUent judge, of wine, ealled 
for a glass, and pQuring out the claret, tasted it. ** Lmust differ 
from you. Sir; and, mor^ver, I have no better." 
^ **Then FU trouble you to pass the Port, Doctor, for I reaHy 
cafanot drink that stuff." 

**Do you drink I^ort, Mr. Bradly?" said the captain, ^th a 
countenance as black as a^thunder-doud. 

"No, not to-day; I'm not wdl in piy inside: but I'll punish 
the Port to-morrow." 

. ** So will I," said the surgeon.. , " - • 

" And as I am not among the privileged,'' added Jerry, whb had 
already forgotten the hint, " I'll take my whack to-day;'* ^ * 

"Perhaps you may," observed the captain, drily. 

The officers now began to be very noisy, ai^uing among them- 
aelves i^n points of service, and taking no notice whatever of die 
captain. The master, in explanation, drew a chart, with wine, upon 
the polished table, while the first-lieutenant defended his q)inion 
with pieces of biscuit, laid at different positions— rduring which two 
more glasses were demolished. , ^ . ^ 

The captain rang, and ordered coffee in an angry tone. When the 
officers had taken it, he bowed stiffly, andwished them good evening. 

There was one dish which was an object of abhorrence to Cap- 
tain Bradsliaw. The, first-lieutenant, aware of it, as they rose to 
depart, ^aid, " Gaptsun Bradshaw, if it's not too great a liberty, 
we should like to -have some tripe to-morrow. We ar^ aU three 
very partial to it." 

**So am I," rejoined Jerry. 
^ Ghptain Bradshaw could hold out no longer. ** Leave the cabui 
\ imtoediaiely, Gentlaoften. By Heavens, you shall never put yowr 
legs under my table again." *• 

"Are we hot to dine here to-morrow. Sir?" relied the first- 
Untenant, with affected surprise ; " the order says, * every day.' " 

" TiU further orders,*' roared the captain ; "and now you have 
them, for r.ll be d — d if ever ybu dine with me again." 
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Hie offioers^ocdc their departure, restr^nio^thar mirA m^l 
«they ^ned the gui\-room ; and Jerry was about to follow, wbea * 
Captain Bradshaw caught him b)»the arm. 
• " Stop, my young gentleman, yQu've not had your * whack ' yet/' 

"I've had quite sufficient. Sir, I thank you," replied Jerry ; " an 
feiicelle^t dinner— many thanks to your hospitality." 

" Yes, but I must now give you your dessert.^ ^ 

**I haveliad my dessert and coffee too. Sir," s^d Jerry, trying ' 
to escape. 

" But you h^e not liad your chasse caffe^ and I cannot permit 
yo]i to leave the cabin without.it. Steward, desire d boatswain's 
mate to bring his cat, and a quarter-master to come h^e with 
seizings." • •• , , 

Jerry was now in a stew— ^the inflexible countenance of Captain - 
Bradshaw showed that he was In earnest. However, he held his; ^ 
tongue until the operators appesgred, hoping that the captain would 
Ijiink better of it. \ * 

" Seize ^is young gentleman up to tlie tareechof the gun, j^uar- 
tep-master!" 

" Will you oblige me, &r, by letting me know my offence? " 

"No, Sb." • ' , . 

" I do not belong to yoqr ship,",contimied Jerry. "If I ha^ 

done wrong. Captain M is well known to be a strict officer, 

and will pay every attention to your complaint." 

" I will save hi^ the tranble, Sir." 

Jerry was now Seized up, and every arrangement made prepara-. 
tory to punishment. "Well, Sir," resumed Jerrys " it must be as 

you plea$e ; but I know what Captain M will say." 

. "What, Sir?" • 

"That you viete very ang^y with your officers, whom you could 
not punish, and revenged yourself upon a poor boy." > ■ . ^ 

" Would he ?— Boatswain's mate, where 's your cat ? " ^ 

" Here, Sir ;-^how many tails am Uo use ? " • 

" Oh, give him the whole nine." - « 

' ' Why, your honour," replied the naan, in a conoqpassionate tone« 
" there's hardly room for them, there." • 

Jerry/ who, when bis indignation was roused, eared little wha^ 
be said, aiul defied consequences, now addressed the captain. 

" Captajin Bradshaw, before you commence, will you allow me 
to tdl you what I will call you after the first lash? " ^ 

"What, Sir?" • 

"What!" cried Jerry, with scorn,— ** why^ if you cut me to 
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^ pieces, and turn me out of the service afterwards,* 1^11 call you a 
paltry coward, and your owa conscience, when you are able to re-« 
fleet, will tell you the.'same." • ^ > ' 

Captain Bradshaw started back with astonishnaent at such uf- 
heard of language from a midshipman; but be was pleased with 
the undaunted spirit of the boy — perhap^ he felt the truth of the 
observation. At all evefits, it saved Jefry. After a short pause, 
the captain said— r. 

** Cast him loose; but observe, Sir, never let me see your fece 
again while you are in the ship !" * * • 

" No, nor any other part of me, if I can help it," replied Jerry, 
buttoning up his clothes, and making a^ precipitate escape- by the 
«iabin-door. 



, CfliVPTER XXXV. 

The jlir no more was vital now, 
« But did a mortal poison grow. 
•The kings, which nsed to fan the heart, \ 
Served only now to fire each fVt; * \ 
, What should refresh, increaisedlhe smart.) 
And now their very breath, 
The chiefest sign of life, became the cause of death ! 

Sprat, Bishop of Rochester, 

Thb Aspasia did nottlrop her anchor in Carlisle Bay until three 
weeks after the arrival of the frigate which brought up Courtenay 
aAd the prize crew; but she had not been idle, having three valua- 
Ue prizes, which she had captured in company. ' Coqrtenay im* 

mediately rejJaired on board of his ship, to report to Captain M 

the tircumstances which had occurred connected with the loss of 
• his five men. 

« H6 was too honourable to attempt to disguise or palliate the 
facts; on the contrary, he laid all the blame upon himself, and 

enhanced the merits of the two midshipmen. Captain M , who 

adimred his ingenuous confession, contented himself with observ- 
ing, that he trusted it would be a 'Caution to him during his future 
career in the service. To Seymour and Jerry he said nothing, as 
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ht was 2tfraid 4iat tbe latter would presume upon commmidatieli ; 
]}ut he tre^ured up their conduct in his memory, and determined 
to lose no c^portunity»that might offer to reward them. 
'^Gte'tyiay descended to ^e gun-room, where hetwas warmly- 
greeted by his. messmates, who crowded round him to listen to 
his detail of the atteijipt to re-capturfe. 

** Well," observed Price, ^*it appears we have had a narrow 
chance of losing a m^^mate. '* 

V Narrow chance lose two,Jkir," replied Billy Pitts; "you 
forgit, Sar, I on boJrd schooner! " . 

**0h^ Billy, ar^ you there? 'How does the dictionary come on?" 

"Gome, on well, Sar; I make a corundum On Massa Doctor, 
when on board schooner. " 

" Made aj^hat? — a corundum ! What can that be ? " 

" It ought to be something devilfehjiard^" obscured Courtenay. 

" Yes, Sar, debWish hard find out. Now, Sar,— Why Massa 
Macallan like a general ? " 

" I'm sure I can't tell. We give it up, Bifly." 

" Thetf,'Sar, I tell you. Because he feebssifer. " 

"Bravo, Billy! —)yhy you'll write a book soon. By th^ 
by, MacaHan, I must not forget to thank you for the loan of that 
gentleman : he has made himself very liseful, and behaved very 
weU." ' / • 

" Really, Massa Courtenay, I tought I not give you satisfaction. " 

"Why so, Billy?" 

" Because, Sar, you nebber giy^me present— not one dollor. *^ 

" He has you there," said Price; " you- must fork out. " 

" Not a rap— the nigger had perquisites. I saw the English 
merchants give him a handful of dollars, before they left 4he vessel." 

" Ah ! they real gentleman, Massa . Capon and Massa 

dam'umname — I forgot." 

V And what am I, then, you black thief? '! ^ 

" Oh ! you, Sar, you very fine officer," replied Billy, quit- 
ting the gun-room. 

Courtenay did not exacdy like the .ianswer— but there was no- 
thing to lay hdd of. As usual, when displeased, he referred to 
his snuff-box, muttering something in which the word "an- 
noying" could only be distinguished. 

The breeze from the wipdsail blew some of the snuff out of tSe 
box into the eyes of Macallan. 

" I wish to heaven you would be more careful, Courtenay, " 
cried the surgeon, in an^angry tcHie, and stamj^ng vfith the pain. 
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led Gourtaiay, ^* smMmfiR 

d th€ws[irgeoD;^'I1feunot 
1^ practice in itself y oiistyt 
olfectory. pqwers. 
take sf uff ; I am confViooed 
ioyfer of smell/' 
±ed, to say so," readied the 
surgeon, gravely^ " The senses i^ere given to us , as a source of 
enjoyment. " • • 

*\ True, Doctor,*' anjswered Gourtenay, n(imickiiig the language 
of Macallan ;, ** and if I were a savage in the v^opds, ther^ could 
nol be a sense more valuable, or affording so much gratification, 
as the one in question. I should rise with the sun, and inhale the 
fragrance of th^shrubs and %>wers, offered up in gra%ful incense 
to their Creator, and I should stretch myself under ^the branches 
of the forest tree, as evening closed, and enjoy the faint perfume 
with which they wooed the descending n^oisture after exhaustion 
from the solar heal,. But in civilized society, where men and things 
are packed up too closely together^ the case is widely different: for 
Sne pleasant, you encounter twenty offeoisiv^ smdls ; and of all 
the localities for villanous cbmpounds, a ship is indubitably the 
worst ; I thereforqg^troni^e * baccy^ ' which; I presume, v^as in- 
tended for our use, Or it would not have been created." 

** But not for our abuse. " - 

'' Ah ! th€lk*e's the rock thsft we all split upon-^and I, .with 
others, must plead guilty. The greatest difficulty in this world is, 
to lyiow when and where to^stop. Even a philosopher like your- 
>eff cannot do ijl. You allow your hypothesis to whirl in your 
brain, until it forms a vortex which swallows up every jhipg that 
comes within its influence. .A modem philosopher, with his hypo* 
thesis, is like the man possessed with a devil in times of yore; and 
it is not to be cast out by any human means, that I know of." 

" As you please," replied Macallan, laughing ; "I only depre- 
cated a bad habit." 

. ** An hypothesis is only a habit, — a habit of looking through a 
gbss of one peculiar colour, which imparts its hue to all around 
it We are but creatures of habit. Luxury is nothing more than 
contracting fresh *h£Aits, and having the means of administoring 
to them — ergo. Doctor, the more habits you have to gratify, the 
iftore luxuries you possess. You luxuriate in the contemplation of 
naturie— ;-Price. in quoting, or trying to quQte, Shakspeare — BiOy 
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Pitts in his dictionary— 1 in vay sndff-box; ami surely we jnay all 
continue to enjoy our Barmless propensities, \rithout interfering 
mth each other : althotugh I must say, that those still-bom quo- 
tations'of our mess^te,'>PriCe, are most tryingly annoying." ' 

" And sois> pinch of ^nuiff in the eye, I can assure you/* re- 
^edMacallata. « • ' 

** Granted ; but we must *give an^ take/ Doctor." 

** la the present' case^ I don't care how much you take, provided 
ydii don't give," .rejoined Macallan, recoveyng his gopd humour. 

A messei^r from Gapiain M , who desired to speak vrith 

Macallan, put an end to the conversation. 

," Mr. Matallan," saidGaptain M , \^e;i the surgeon came 

intatbe caWn to receive his commands, "I am sorry to find from 
letters which I have received, that the yeHow fever is ra^ng in the 
othei' islandb in a most alarming manner, 'and .that it. has been 
communicated to the squadron on the station. Itam sorry to add, 
that I have received a letter from the governor here, informing me 
that it has made its appearance at the barracks. I am afraid that 
we have little*<ihance of escaping so general a visitation. . As it is 
impossible to put to sea, even if my qrders were not decisive to the 
^ntras^, are there not some precautions which ought' to be taken ? " 

^ilCertainly, Sir. It will be pudent t^ fumigate the lower deck ; 
it has already beai so well ventSate^ apd whitewashed^ that nothing 
else can be done ; we tnust*hope|br the best." ^ 

" tdo so,^'. replied Gaptisiin M j but my hope is mingled 

with^^anxious apprehensions, which I cannot controuL We must 
'do all we can, and leave the rest to Providence^" 

The fears of Gaptain M were but too^ well grounded. For 

some days, no symptoms of infection appeared on board of the 
As^»a ; but the ravages on shore, among the troops, were to such 
an extent, that the hospitals were filled, and those who were carried 
. in nyght truly b^ said to have.left hope be^d. Rapid as i^^s th€ 
naortality, it was still not rapid enough for the admittance of those 
who were attacked with the fatal disease ; and as the bodies ol 
fifteen or twenty were, each succeeding eventog,* bpme unto the 
grav^, the continual decrease of the military cortege whidi attended 
the l^t obsequies; uAd the sad tale, that those who, but a day oi 
tvjjo before, had followed the corpses of others, were now carried 
on their ovm biers. 

Other vessels on the stati^, which .h4d put to sea frx>m the dif- 
ferent isles, Withr the clisappointed expectation of aroiding the con- 
* tagion, n&w came.to sfti anchor in^he bay* their crews so weakened 

^4 
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by 4t$ease aiki death that tb^y tould with ctifficulty sepd up suffi- 
dent men to furl their sails. Boat after boJit was seitf on shore io 
the naval hospital, loaded with suflPet*ers, until it became w 
crowded that no more could be receiv&l. -'StiVdieiAspasia, from 
1M precautions which had been taken, in iPbrnigating/and avoifling 
all necessary contact witb the shippings and tbe^ore, *had for 
nearly a fortnight escaped the infection ; but the miasma was at Ifi&t 
wafted to the frigate, and in the course of one night, fifteen medf who 
were in he^th the pr^peding evening, before eig^t o'clock on the 
following morning were lying in their bammocks uilder the half- 
* deck. Before the close of that day, the number of jpatients had 
increasM to upward^ o( forty. * The hospitals were ^ crowded 
tt^at ^Captain M- — agreed with Macallan that it woukl be better 
that tiie ml^n Aould iiemain on board. \ 

The frigstte was anchored vnth springs^ (m her cable, ^ as 
■always to be.able to watp her stera to the breeze; the cabin bulk- 
heads on the main-deck, and the thwart'-sbip bulk-heads below, 
were removed, and the stern windows and ports thrown open to 
admit a freer circulation of air than coukl have beetf obtained by 
riding witfi her beisud to the suUen breeze, which hardly deigned' to 
fan the scorching cheeks of the numerous and exhausted pi|tienl;&^^ 
Tbe numbers on* the list (laily increased, until every part of ^he 
ship was occupied with their hamBn)cks, and ilm surgeon and bis 
assistants had scarcely time, to relieve \)ne by excessive UeediDg, 
' and consign him to his hammock, b^ofe- another, staggering and 
fainting under the rapid dis€^se> presented: Wmsptf,. with hi^jarm 
bared, ready for the lancet. Mdre blood was thrown into" the* 
stagnant water of the bay than would have sufficed to render ever 
verdant tb^ laurels of nmnya well-fought actipn, (for ourlaiirds 
^Aourish not from the dew of Heaven, but must be watered with a 
anguine stream) — ^and, ala^, too soon, more bodies were consignee) 
U> the deep, than would have becin demanded frjm the friga^ in 
the warmest proof W courage and perseveraQce in her country's 
cause. * 

It is a scene like* this which appals the sailor's heart. It is not 
the range of hammocks on the main deck, tenanted by psie forms, 
with their bandages steeped in gore ; 'for ^ucb is tbe dbance.c^war, 
aind the blood has flowed from hearts boiling with ardour and d^* 
vQtion. If not past cure, the smiles and congratulations of ikeir 
shipmates alleviate tbe anguish and fever of the woimd : if past 
aU medical relief, still the passage from this transitory workl is 
soothed by the affectionate sympathy ^ thdfa* n^essmateS, by the 
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promise to ^x^telh^p kfift wishes, by the Jftowtedge tt)|itjt was 

in their couotry's defence they nobly fell. . *Tis not the chance of 

' wreck, or of being consigned, unshrouded , to the dark wave, by the 

% U^e^cherqus leal^,or overwhelnaingftiry of the stornK. 'Tis not tfie 

** thought executing fire/' Eyeryand all of these they are prepaid 

I and are resigned to meet, as ilfs to Vbich their devious track is heir. 

Bill wheti disease^ in its mpst losUhsome form and implacable nat 

ture, makes its appearance — when we contemplate, in perspective, 

our own fat^ in the unfortunale who is selected,Jrke the struggling 

. ;ditepr, dragged 'from the hurdled crowd, to be pierced by the 

^p0e of the butdier — when the horror of infection becomes so ' 

■" strong that we hold.aloof from administering ^e kind offipes dl 

reli^fl to our .deare^ friends: and, eventually prostrated ourselves, 

find the same regard for self pervaded the rest, and that there is no 

^voluntary attendance — then the sightof the expiring wretch, in his 

^ last effort, tuipiiig his head qver the side of his hsinmiock, ^and 

throwing off the dreadfql black vomit, hanbin^r of his doom — 'tis 

borribfe ! too horrS^Ie! , , • 

And the anxiety which we would in v^in suppressK-^the reckless' 

laugh of some, raised but to omceal their fear from human pene- 

Sation-rth^ iittoxicating draught pouredTdown by others to duB 
le exdted senses— the follies of years, reviewed in one short mi-r 
nute— our life, how spent, — ^how much to answer for ! — a world, 
how overvalued — a God, how much neglected !— the feeling that 
.we 6ught to pray, th^ inclination thiat propels us to do so, checked 
by i]|e mistaken, yet indomitable pride which puts the question to 
our manhood, •** Will ye pray iii fear, when ye neglected it in 
fancied security ?" Down, stubborn knees ! Pride is but foUy 
towards men— insanity towards God ! < . ^ 

But why dwell upon such a scene ? Let it suffice to state, ; that 
-seventy of the Aspasia's men fell victims to the baneful climate, and 
that many more^ who did recover, were left in such a state of 
exhaustion, as to reqilioe their immediate return to their native 
shores. Except O'Keefe, the purser, all the officers whom I hay^ 
introduc^ to the deader escaped. . Three, from the midshipman's 
berth, who had served their time, and who for many months had 
been drinking the toast of, "A bloody war, and sickly season,*' 
fell a sacrifice to their own thoughtless and selfish desire ; and the 
d^k, who anticipated promotion wheif he beard that the purser 
was attached, dfed before him. 
1 WieB all was over, Jerry observed to Prose, "Well, Prose, 
* ii&an dl wind that blows ntrf[)ody any good.' We have not had 
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oqe sip^e thriBhiilp during the si^kti^ss ;. buit T-^uppose, now 
that their courage is returned, we roust prepare for l^oth principal 
and interest." - ' . 

",WeH, now, ferry, I do declar.e that's very likely, but I never * 
thought of it before." ' . > 

The large convoys of merchaiitmen that came out, supplied the ,♦ 
i^en that were required to man^the disabled^hip§ ; and transports 
brought out cargoes from the d^pdts to fill up the skeleton ranks of 
the ^ferent companies. Among^ the various* blessings left us in 
this life of stitfering, is forgetfulness of past evils, and the yeU^^^ 
fever was, in a short time, no longer the theme of dread, or ev«| 
of^convers^tion. ^ * . 

"Well, Tom, what sort of place is this W^eJ^estHingiB^?/* 
inquired a soldier, who had bQeu just landed from ai transport; to 
an old acquaintance in the rigiment, whom he encountered. 

*VCapital place^ Bill,*.' returned "the other to hfeJnterrogation ; ♦ 
" plenty to drink, and always a-dry.' ' • . . 

But as I 4o not wish to swell my narrative, and have no' doubt 
^t the reader will be glad to leave this pestilential climate, I 
shall inform liim, that for three. years the Aspasia {continued on the 
station, daily encountering the usual risks of battle, 1b*e, 'an4 
wreck ; and that, at the end of that period, the health of Gaptaia 
M— - was so much injured, by the climate and his own exertions, 
that he requested' perniissioh to quit the station. 



CHAPTER XXXyi. 

sirBosK This idol of my heart is— my. ovi^n wife! 
, Love. Your own wife? 

- Sir Bash. Yes, my ownr wife. 'Tis all over with me : I am undone. 
. « The fVay to Keep Him. 

"Shew us something new." Such was the cry of men at the 
time of the Prophet, and such it will contmue until all prophecies 
are accomplished, all revelations confirmed. :^ Man is constant in 
nought but inconsistency. He is directed to take pattern from the 
industtious bee, and lay up the sweet treasures which have been 
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prepareS.for his use ; but he prefers th6 giddy flight 6f the btit- 
^ lerfy, pursuing his idle career from flower to flower, until, fatigued 

with the rapidity of his motions, he reposes, for a time, and revolves 

in his mind wliere he shall l)end his devious way in ^^rch of " sor 

methingnew/' , • , • ' ' ' 

^ Thisjs the fatal propensity by which our first fronts fell, and 

* which, inherited by us, is the occ$s|oii of our follies and our crimes. 

* "Werenaan but constant, he were perfect ;*' but that he cannot 
be. He is aware of the dahgers, the hardships, of travel— of the 

, different between offices perfoj|cned by an interested' and heartless 
wgrld, and the swefet ministering of duty apd affection. He feels 

^' tha^home, sweet home, is the heaven of such imperfect bliss as this 
world can'bestow ; yet, wander he must, that he may appreciate its 
\2lvi§ : and although he hailsit with rhoiure, soon after his return 

• it palls upopf hh^i and he quits il again m- search of variety. Thus 
is man 'coni^inced of the beauty of Virtue, aud 'j^kriowledges the • 
pmce thai is tabe found in her abode ; yet, propelled by the restless 
legacy of our first parents, he wai^dersanto the edtangled labyrinths 
iof vice — until; satisfied that all is vexation, he retraces his steps in 

• repentance and disgust. Thus he passes*his existence in sinning, 
repenting, and sinning again, in search of "something new." 

When Mr. Rainscourt was first separated from hi$ wife^he felt 

^ himself releas^ from a heavy burthen, which bad oppressed him 

fo#years ror as if fetters, which Jjad b^» long ij^etted, had been 

* fciochtedoff; and he coDgralulat^ himself upon his regained li-* 
.. l^rty . Plunging atjonce into the depths of vice and disrfpation, he 

sought pleasure -uHer pleasure, variety upon variety, — all that life 
&>uld offer, or'inoney purchase: and for a time thought himself 
feippy. Butlhere are drawbacks which cannot be surmounted; 
and he who wholly associates with the vicious, must, more than any 
otfeer, be exposed to the effects of depravity. He found man more 
.^Han ever treacherous and ungrateful — woman more than ever de- 
ceiving-r^ii|dulgei\ce, ^cloying— debauchery, enervating— mid his 

* constitution aind his spirits e^jLhausted by excess. Satiated witk 

* «very thing, disgu^ed with every body, he sought fpr ** something 
tiewi"ji 

For more than two years he had nOi^seen, and had hardly bes- 
towed a thought upon, his wife and daughter, wlio still continued 

•to resident the mansion at * — . Not knowing what to do wUh 

himself it occurred to hym that the ^jourib^y air might recruit his 

4iealth ; anSllie felt a degree of interest^ if not for his wife, at least 
for his daughter. He determined, ther6for6, to pay them a visit. 
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The borses wei*e ordered : aik), to the asMnisAmeBt of Mrs. Rains- 
.€ourt^ to whoqi he had given no intimation of his whim, and^ho. 
looked upon a visit from her hud^and, ip her retirement, as a^vision- 
ary idea, Raihscourt made his appearance, just as she was about 
to sit down to dinner, in company Wfth the -M'EIvinas, and ^the 
vicat*^ who haa become one of bet* most ini^ate associates. ' , ■# 

If Rainscoiirt was pleased with the improvement of Emily, who * 
was now more than fourteen years*^old, how much more w?is he 
Ibstonisbed at; the appearance of his wife, who, to i^ eyes, seemed 
even handsomer, if possible,^ than^n the day when he had led fier 
to the altar ! For more than two years, content, if not perfect hap- 
piness, had«tbeen Mrs. Rainscourt's lot. She had recovered her ♦ 
health, her bloom, and her spirits, and not having'had any «ource 
of irritation, her serenity of temper had been regained;* and 
Mrs. Rainscburt, to whose extreme beauty , from ^sueiude, he had 
before been bfinrf, now appeared to him, after so lonjy an absence, 
quite a different person from the one whom he had qilhted with 
such indifference ; and as he surveyed her, he seemetf to fed that 
freshness of deh^ht unknowp to. vitiated minds, except when suc- 
cessful in their seafch after " something new." 

Rut Rainscourt was not altogether wrong in bis idea that his wi£& 
was quite a differ^t personage from the one which he had quitted* j^ 
The vicar, who was acquainted with her situation, had not foiled in"^^ 
bis constant ex^ions f(w the jpfiprovement of mankind ; he HMg 
4)y frequent conversation, and inciilcatiqp of our christian duties, 
gradually softened her into a charitable and forgiving temper, j p ^* « 
now that she had no opportunity of exercising them, %he had b^p 
made acquainted with \he passive forbearapce and humility consti- 
tuting a pai*t of the duti^ of a wife. • 

She met her husband with kindness and respect— while his 
datighter, who ^ew into his arms, proved that she hadnot been pre- 
possessed against him, as he anticipated. 

Pleased with bis reception, and \^th the company tbat he hap- 
pened to meet, Rainscourt experienced sensations which had long - 
been dormant; and' it occurredto him, that an establishment, with 
such an elegant woman ^,Mrs. Rain^^urtlit the head,»ftnfl his 
dajaghter*$ beauty to grace it, would not only be more gratitying, 
brit more reputable, than the course of life which he had lately 
pursued^ H.e made himself exce^ively agreeable— wsfe pleased 
with the benevolent d^eanour of the vicar— ^thought Susan a 
lovely young woman, and*M*Elyinan ddightfuleom^l^on; and, 
when he retired to the chamber prepared for his reception, woq- 
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dered tKat be had liever thought of paying t^m a vt»t befbre. 

It had' been the inteDticm of Rainscourt to have tr6$p9(!|^^upoii 
his w^fe^s hospitality for one night only,«tnd then have takiir his de- 
pyture for.som^fashionabte watering place;; but th^pe seemed to 
bettuch an appearance of renewed'friendship between him and Mrs. 
Rainscourt, that ^a invitation was given by the vicar, for the whole 
party, oh the Ensuing day, to meet at the vicarage, and this was 
ipollowea up by aiiother from M*Elvina, for the day afterwards, at 
his cottage. This decided Mr. Rainscourt to remain there a day or 
twolongi^. ... 

But when the time of his depgature arrived, Rainscourt was' so 
pteased with his new acquaintance, so delighted with his daughter, 
and, t0 hisrastqpishment, sa charmed by his wife, that he tould not 
tear himself a^^ay. : 

Women are prqji^rbially riiarp-sighted in all where the .heart is 
•concerned, and Mrs. Rainscourt soon perceived that the admiration 
of her husband was not feigned. * Gratified to find that she had not 
yet lost her attractions, and, either ivo^i a pardonable feeling of 
.revenge at his desertion, or to prove to him that he was not aware 
of ^at he had rejected, she exerted all her powers ta please ; she 
w^s^otionly amiable, but fascinating : and after a sojourn of three 
'weeks, which appeared but as many days, Rainscourt was reluc- 
tantly comjielled to acknowledge to .himself, that he^was violently 
enamoured of his discarded wife. / 

4le now felt that he should assume a hjgher stati6n in society by 
' bemg^at the head of his own establidirpent, and that his consequence 
would be increased. by the heiress' of so large a property residing 
iindeY* his protection ; and he thought that if he could persuade Mrs. 
Rainscourt to live with him a^in, that he could be happy, and 
exepcise, wi^ pleasure, the duties of a father and a husband. Nei- 
ther the vicar nor M*Elvina were ignorant of his feelings ; and the 
former, who recollected that those whom God has joined no man 
should put asimder, had made up his mind to bring the affair, if 
possible, to a happy issue ; and RiSkinscourt, who perceived the in- 
fluence which the vicar possessed over Jiis wife, determined to re- 
quest that h& would act as a mediator. • 

The vicJ^r was delightied whep Rainscourt called^ upon him one 

* morning, and unfolded his wishes. To reconcile those who had 

* ^ been at variance, to restore a husband to his ** wife, a father to 

a daughter, was the earnest desire *of the good man's heart. He 
accepted the office with pleasurie; and in the course of the 
afternoon, while Rainscourt called upon the M*Elvinas, that he 
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migbt be out of ijhe way» proceeded upoo his mMon of peace and 
goodwill. 

Mrs. Rainscourt, who was not surprised at the intelligence, lis- 
tened to the vicar attentively, as he'poipted out the necessity of for- 
giveness, if sbe hoped to be forgiven—of the conviction, in his own 
nound, that her husband was reformied — of the unpleasant remarks 
to whidi a woman who is separated from lier husband most always 
be subjected — of the probability that the faults ^ere not all on his 
side, and of the advantage her daughter would derive from their 
reunion : to which he entreated her to consent. 

'Mrs. Rainscourt was moved tO; tears. The conflict between her 
farmer love afti her outraged feelings— the remembrance of his tong 
n^ecti, opposed to his present assiduilies — thejstormy h'fe sbe.h^d 
passed in his company, and her repose of mind since their separa- 
tion — weighed, and balanced against fach ot^er so exactly, that the 
scale would tiirn on neither side. * 

She refused to gite any decided answer, but requested a day or 
two for reflection; and the vicar, who recollected the adage, that, 
in an affair of the heart, *^* th§ woman who deliberates is lost," left 
her with a happy presage that his endeavours would be croyvned 
,with success. But Mrs. Rainscourt would not permit^her^^owi^ 
heart to decide. It was a case iA which she did not consider that - 
a woman was likdy to be a correct judge; and she had so long been 
on intimate terms with M'Elvina, that she resolved to lay the case 
before him, and be guided by his opinion. , - 

The next day, Mrs. Rainscourt went to the cottage alone, and 
having requested Susan to exclude all visitors, entered into a full 
detail of all the circumstances wliich had occurred previous to her . 
separation from her hu^and, and the decision she was now ^ed 
upon to make, from his importunity. - «. • 

Susan, who felt that she was unable to advise, in a case of such^ 
importance to Mrs. Rainscourt's future hap^ness, immediately re- 
ferred the matter to M*Elvina. . • • 

His answer was decided. • . - . 

" I should be sorry, Mrs. Rainscourt, .to give an opinicm in of^po- 
sition to that of the worthy vicar, did I not conceive that his slight 
knowlMge of the world would, in this instance, .tend to iqislead 
both himself aAd you. Before Mi^. RSiinscourt had remained here^ 
a week, I prophesied, as Susan will cori'oborate, that this proposal 
would be made. 'Aware of his general character, and of the . 
grounds of your separation, I took some pains to ingratiate myself, 
that I might ascertain his real sentiments ; and, with regret I ex- 
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preto mpconvicttoti, tbat his preppsses^on in ^onr favour, strong 
as it really is at present, wilLprove t>ut ti'ansitory, an^ that pos- 
session m>uld only subject you to future insults. He i^ not re- 
formed^ but, satiated with othe!^ eojo^ents, smd fascinated with 
your attractions, his feelings, towards you are thope of renewed In- 
• clination, and not arising from cohviction, or remorse' at his un** 
principled career. You. are happy at present—your r^iisal liaay, 
by stimulating his attentions, increase your hapj&iess ; but if you 
yield, it )vill only be ^source o^ misery to yon ftolh. Such is my 
opinion. Do not let him know that I have^infiaenced you, or it«will 
int^upt an intim^y, which I shall follow up, I trust, t(> your ad- 
vantage; therefore, l^ve n(5 answer at present, ^nor while, he ►rqy 
mai^ here : for I percdve that he is a yiolent men when thwarted 
in his wishes. Deihand a for^ight*s consideration after he is gone» 
itad then you will be able to decide from reflection, without b^ing 
biassed againgt your Own judgment, by his .working uj)6n feelings 
which, to the honour of women, when the heart is* concerned, 
sj^m at»the cold reasonings of prudence anft vforldly >visdom." 

The advice of the man of the world prevailed over that of the 
man of God; and.RamscolR't, after waiting hi.towi^.with impa- 
tience, for the answer, receiveda- decided but kind ^usal He tore 
the letter into fragments, with indignation, and sA off for Chelten- 
ham, more violently m love wiA his wife than he wAs before her 
rejec^n of him.^ 



i» 



CHAPTER XXXVIL 



. Great Negative I how vainly would the wise 

4 * Enquire, define, distinguish; teacfi, devise. " \^ 

Did'gt thou not stand to poinlt^^eir dull philosophies. 

• ^CBESTER's Oc^ to'*' Nothing" * 

Should you feel half as tired with reaiiing as I am with writing, 

,1 forg^e you, with all my heart, if you throw dovm the book, and 

read no more. I have written too fast — ^I have quite sprained my 

imagination — for you must kncm that this is all fiction, p^ word 

of it. Yet I do not do^t but there are many who will find out 
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yfho ite chamteit are meatiD; ft)r^ no^withltaiidiiig my a^ertk>ii to 
the oofttrary. Well, .Be it so.' It's^ a very awkward po6iti<)& to 
have to Vnte a chapter of sixteen j^es, without materials for more 
than two; at leas^ I^nd it so. i^ome peo]^ have the* power of 
spinning cy t ^ ^trifle of matter, covering a large surface With a 
grain of dre — like tfte gold-beater, who, out of 'a single guinea, wHl* 
compose a score 9f books. I wish I could. ) ^ 

Is, there nothing to give me an idea ? I've racked my s^sorium 
internally to nd pHrpose. I>t irie^look aroAnd the cabii^ for some 
^xtemid' object to aet as a fillip to an exhausted imagination. A 
little thing wiH do. — ^Well, here's an ant! That's quite enough. 
fimnmehqons^ . * * * 

^'Hooierkeeping youths have ever homely wits,^ they ^ays* but 
pjoch as travel by laitd may enlarge the mind ' it never can be ex- 
panded, to the utmost of its' capabilities, until it has also j^eregri* 
nated % w^ter. I brieve that not only the humat intellectfbut * 
tRe instiAct of brutes is^enlarged by going to sea, 

. The ant whidh. atti%cted my attention is one of a nest in my 
•cabin, whose labours I often superintend: audi defy anyai\|^, 
in any paif of the four continents, tr wherever land may be, 
to shew an eqftil knowledge of mechanical power; I do not mean 
to assert that thA*e is originally a disproportion of intellect betwcipn 
one animal tod another of the same species; but I consider that 
]lhe instinct of animals is capable of expansion, as well as the 
, reason of man. That ants! oil shore would, if it were required, 
be equally assisted by their instinct, I believe; but not being re- 
quired, it is not brought into play : xmd, thereforis, as I before 
observed, they have rfot the resources of which my litfe cotony 
sfiLpreseot ar^ in possession. * " ' ' . 

Now I will kill a cockroach for them ; there is ho difficulty in 
finding'one, unfortunately for me, for they gnaw everything that 
I have, Thfire never was a class of animals so indiffeijent to their 
fare, whether it be paper, or snuff, or^ap, or cloth. LikeTinrfe, , 
they devour everything. The scoundrels have nearly demolished 
two* dozen aritibilious pills. I Jiope they will- remember Dr. Vance 
a» long as they live. * . . 

Weill here's one — a fine one. 1 throw his crushed carcass on 
thjp deck, and observe the ants have made their nest in the beams, 
over my head, from which I infer, that the said beams are xnOi^ 
quite so sound as t\ey should be. kk ant has passed by the^car- 
ca&s, and is off on a gallop to give notice. He meets two or three 
--stopsa^econd— and ^ssesott. Now 4he* tide flows : it's not. 
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above a minute since I tRreif^ xne • cockro^b dowli, and now it is 
smri^unaed by hundreds. W^ha|^ a bustle !— what running to and 
fro ! They must be giving orders. See, there, are fifty at leasts 

^who lay hold of each separate leg of the monster, who ' in bulk 'is . 
e^ual'to ejght tholisand of them*. The body moves along vnth 
rapidity, and ^hey^ have'gained the side of thfe cabin. Now for the 

^ascent. See pbvf those who hold the lower legs have quitted i 
them, and p^ss over to assist the otliers at the upper* As there 
is not room for til to lay hold of the creatnre's legs, those who 
cannot, fix tieir forceps round ; the bodies <rf the others,' double- * 

n t/anking Aein, as we call it. Away * they go, up the side (rf the 
sbip—a steady pull,' and all together, ' But now the wdt'k be- 
comes more perilous, fojr they have to c(mvey thel^ody to their neSt 
^ver my head,v wlii6h' i$ three feet from the side of the ship. How 
can they posdblycarry that immense wtight, walking- w^h their 
-heSds ' downwirds, an(\^lin(||teg with their feet Jo. the beams?* 
Ohservg how carefully they turn the corner— what bustle and 
confusioWV rtiaking their arrangemerits ! Now they start. They * 
have broyght the body head-^nd-stern with the ship, so that all 
the legs' are exactly opposed to each, other iti the direction which 
they wsh to procec^. One of the legs on the -fere sirle is ad- 
vnncQd to its fulF stretch, while all the others remain stationary.-, 
that tleg stops, and the ants^^att^ched to it hold on with the rest, 
while.another of the fbrem(fet.legs is advanced. Thus they con- 
tinue, until all the/oremost are out ^nd the body of the anima^ * 

• is suspended by its legs at its full stretch. Now one of the 
hindmost legs (Hoses in to the body, while all the others hole! on 
— now ano'ther,*and another, each in their turn iiandby this skilful 
inanoeuvre they have contrived " to advance the body nearly au 
inchualong the ceiling. One of th^ foremost legs advs^nces again, 
and they proceed as before. 

tCoutd yonr shore^going ants have managed this? I.hsive oftea , 
ws^hed them, when a boy, because my grandmother Used to make 
nie do so; in later years, because I delighted in their industry < 
and perseverance ; -but , aids ! in neither case did I profit by their . 
example. , . 

" Now, Fred(^," the old lady would say, giving her spectacles 
a preparatory wipe, as she basked in a summer evening's sun, 
afier a five o'clock tea, "fetch a piece of bread and butter,, and we' 
will see the, ants work. Lord bless the boy, if he hasn't thrown 
down a whole slice. Why do you waste good victuals in that way? 
Who do* you thrift's to eat it, after it )m been on the gravel? 
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Ti^re» ^incb a Bit ofl, |md throw inlo wH. ^ Put the rest back upon 
the plate— it will do for the cat/* ;^ ' • '* •*» 

But these ants-were no ijiorerto -be compared to* mine, than a 
lionunon labourer is to the engineer who directs the mechanical 
powers which raise mountains from their foundation. My old - 
« grandmother would ifever let .me escape ufitil the bread and butter 
. was in the hole*, and, what was worse, I had'thetoTto fisfen to the 
moral inference which was dfawn, and which took irp more tkne* 
Aan the ants did to draw the bread and butte»--^all about indus- 
• try, and what not'; a long story, partly hfer Own, p^tly^borro^ed 
from Solomon ; but tt was Idbour4n vain. ^ I could not understand ^ 
why, because ants liked bread and butter,^ Imiust like my book. 
She was an excellent old Womari; but, nevertheless, many a time 
did I ^ve a fellow-feeling "with the'^boy ^if the caricatuite prin^ 
who is sitting with his old grandmother and the. cat, and says, " I 
wish one (rf us three' were dead. It^'t Ir-and it aj^'t you, pussfy.". 

Well; she died at -last, full of years and honour; and I V.as 
. Summoned from' school to' attend her fiineral., Mym^e was 
much affected, forjshe had b^n an excellent mother. She might 
have, been so ; but I, gracfele^s boy," could not perceive her\nerits 
as a grandmother^ and. shewed a great deal of fortitifde upcn/the 
' occajsion. I recollect a circumstance aftendant up6n her fun^nal, 
. which, connected as it was witt a ^subsequent one, has sinc^be^ 
the occasion of serious reflection upon the trifling causes which 
will affect the human mind, when .prostrate uqder afflictiSn. My 
grandmother's remains were consigned to an old family vault, not « 
far from the river. When the last cepemonies haf been paid; and 
the coffin was being lowered into the deep receptacle' of genera- 
tions which had passed away, I looked down, and it was. full of 
water, nearly up to the arch of the tault. Observing my surgris^ 
and perceiving the cause, my uncle was much, annoyed at the cir-- 
cumstance ; but it y^s too late— the -cords had beeil removed, a^d 
my grandmother had sunk to the bottom. My uncle interrogated 
the sexton after the funeral service was over. 

" Why, Sir, it's becausq^it's high water now in the river ; she 
will be all dry bfefore the evening. ** 

This made the matter worse» if she was all airy in the evening, 
she would be all afloat again in the. morning. Jt was no longer a 
place of rest, and my uncle's grief was much increased by the . 
, idea. For a long while afterwards, he appeared uncommoidy 
thoughtful at Spring tides. . 

B6t although his grief yielded to time, the i|^ressioi^Was not; 
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to be efifticed. Jtfany years J^fwards, afair'cousi^ was sAni- 
mt»necl frjin the ^prld, before she had time to en|pc upon the 
duties ioipos^ upon ihe sex, orj3e qpnvinced, from painful expft- 
'rience, that to die is gain. It was .then I perceived that my uncle . 
had contracted a sort of post mortem hydrophobia. He fixed upon 
a church, on (hetop of a hill, and ordei^ed. a Vaulfto b^ dug, at 
. a* great expense, out of the «olid ehalk, under the chancel of the 
chiycK^ There it wouid not only be dry below, but even defend- ■ 
ed from the rain above. It was finished— and (tte last moisture 
to which she was ever to be subjected) the tears of affection 'were 
shed overner remains, bythose^who lost and love4 her. When the 
ceremony was over,* my uncle appeared to look down into^tBe 
vault With a degree Of satisfaction. 'M'here," said hq, " she will 
lie as dry as possible, till the end of time." Anil I really believe 
thaj; this conviction oik his part went farther to console him than 
even the aid of religion, or the ministeriftg of affection, • Be 
oftep xjommented upon it, ,and as often as he did so, 1 thought olf 
m^old grandjnother and the spring tides. 

1 had an oddftream the other night, aboiit my own burial and 
subsequent state — whict was %o diametrically opposite, to my un- 
del^ ideas of comfort, that I will relate it here. 

I was 'dead; byt, either from politeness or affection, I knew ^ 
not which, the spirit still liogered with the body, and had not 
' yet taken its flight, although the tie between them had been (Js- 
solved. I had been killed ;in action: and the first-lieutenant of 
the ship, with ming^cKl feelings of sorrow and delight — sorrow at 
my death, which was sl tribute that I did not expect from hm>,» 
and delight at his assumed promotion, for the combat had been 
.brought^to a successful issue—read the funeral serviccwhich con- 
mjjped me and some twenty others, sewed up in hammocks, to 
Jibe deep, into which we descended with one simultaneous rush. ' 

I thought that we soon parted company from'esich other, and,., 
all alonie, I continued to. sink, sink*, sink, until at last I could sink 
no deeper. I was suspended, as it were; I had taken, my ^act 
position in the scale of gravity, and I lay floating upon the con- 
densed and buoyant fluid, many hundred fathoms below the sur- 
face. I thought to nayselF, ** Here then am I to lie in piddle, until 
I am awakened. " It was quite dark, but by the spirit I saw 
as plain as if it were' noon-day : and V perc^ved objects in the 
water, wTiich gradually increased in siz^e. ' They were sharks, in 
search ^f prey. They attacked me .furiously ; and .as they en- 
^ deavoured to drag me out of my canvas cerements, I whirled round 
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and ^round, us then" flat noses stAi^, agaiqsf mf sides. At last 
they succeed^ In a teoment, I was ' distnend^red, ^ttkboift tbe 
leist^in,' for pain had been left Jbehind me uf the,\^d frbm 

. which I had been released. One sefKirated a leg, with .£is sharp ' 
teeth, and darted away north; another an arm, and steered south ; 
each took his* portion, aiid appearcjji to steer away* in a different 
dh^ecdon, as if he did not wish to be interrupted in his dige»-* 
tion. ♦ ■ 

** Help yourselves. Gentlemen, help yourselves," mentally ex- 
ddm^ I ; '*' but if Mr. Young is correct in his ' Night Thoughts,' 
where am I tolfumble for my bones, when they are to^be fortb- 
oofayng?*' 'Nothing was left but my head, and that, from supe- 
rior gravity, continued to Jsink gyrating in its descent so*'asto 
make me feel quit0 giddy : but it had not gone far, before, one^* 
who had not reived his portion; darted down Upon it perpendi-^ 
CUlarly,. and as the last fragment of me rolled down his eiiornfoos 
%ullet, the spirit fled, and, all was darkness and oblivi<m. 

But I have digressed sadly from the concatenation of ideas. ' The 
ant made me think of my^grandmother, — my graiiflmother of my 
uncle,r-my,micle of my cousin,— and her death of my dream, for 
^' We are si)qh stuff as dreams are made of, andour little lives ^te 

* rounded with s^ sleep." But I had not finished all, I had to sisiy re- 
fative to the inferior animals. , When on board of a man-of-war, 
not only is their instinct expanded, but they almost change their 
nature from their immediate contact ^th human beings, and be- 
come tame in an incredibly short space of time. 'Man h^d do- 
minion given unto him over the beasts of the fiekl; the fiercest of tbe 
feline race will not attack, but avoid him,' unle$s goaded on by the 
most imperious demands of hunger : and it is a well knqvm foct, 
that there is a powe^ in the eye of man, to which all other aniiy^b 
quail. What then roust it be to an animal who is bt*6ught on boanl, 
.smd is^ in immediate colUsion with hundceds,' whose fjparless eyes' 
meet his in every direction in wliich he turns, and whose beiiaviour 
towards him cosresponds with their .undaunted looks ? The. animal 
is subdued at once. I remember a leopard which was permitt^ lo 
run loose dfter be had been three days on board, although it mis 
thought ^necessary to' bring him in an iroji cage. He had not been 
in the ship ^ore than a fortnight, when I observed the captain of 
the after-guard rul])ping the nose of- the animal against the deck, 
forsorae offence which* he had committed. * 

** Why, you have pretty 'well brought that gent,teman' to hi^ 
bearings,*' observed I; 'Vhe's as tame as a puppy.** . 
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"^Taoiel why, Sir, iie^ows bettei\tlian to be oiherwisi^. I 
• wi^ the Hemp'rer ofMaroccy would send us on board a cock rhino- 
^^— we'd tame him in a week." • .' * 

mid I belike the man was correct in hi^ assertion. * , 

The most rismarkabje change of habit tW I ev^r witnessed,, was 
in. a Ivether sh*€!f>,*on board of a frigate, during-the law war.. He 
was one of k stock wljich the captain had taken on board] for a long 
cruise, and being thq only survivor, during the time that iy?e ship 
Npas refiuing he had been al^pd to run about the d^ks, and had 
become such a favo.ut*ite witiUhe ship's company, that the idea|5f 
his oemg tilled, even when short of fresh provisions, Hiever even 
entered into the head of. the csiptain. Jack, for such was his cog- 
nomipn,. Jived entirely with the men, being fedwith bj^uit 4^rom 
the (yffenent messes. He knew the meaning of the different pipes 
of the boatswaia's mates, and always went' below when tlfey pi^d- 
to Inreakfast, dinner, or supper. But amongst other pecnKarilies, 
be would chew tobacco and drink grog. Is it to be wondered, • 
therefore, that he was ai favourite with the saijors ? Thatiie at first 
did this fvooi obedience, is possible ; but eventually, he w^ dj^ f6nd 
of grog as any of the men : and when the pipe gave notice of serving 
it out, he would run aft to the tub, and wait his turn — for an extra 
. half pint of water was, by general consent, thrown into t^e.tuhT 
wjien the grog was niixed, that Jack might have his regular 'allow- 
ance. From habit, the animal knew exactly when his turn came. 
There were eighteen messes in the ship : and as they were called, 
by the purser's steward, or sergeant of marines, in rotation, ^-first 
mess, second mess, etc., — after the last mess was called Jack pre- 
sented himself at the tub, and received his allowance. 

Now it sometimes occurred that a mess, when called, would 
miss its turn, by the man deputed to receive the liquor hot being 
{Mresenl: upon which occasion, the-otjier messes Were served in 
relation, and the oJie who had not appeared to the call was obliged 
to wait tiU after all the rest ; but a circumstance of tBjs ILiiid always 
created a great deal of mirth : for the she^^ who knew that it was 
his torn after the eighteenth, orlastmess, would butt away any one 
who attempted to interfere; and if .the party piBrsevered in being 
served* before Jack, he would become (|uite outrageous, flying at 
the ci5feiKter and butting him forward mto the galley, and spnik- 
times<lown the hatchway, t)efore his anger coijld be appefied — 
from which it would appear that the animafwas passionately fond 
ot spirits.^ This I coosidep as great a^cbdnge in t^ nature of a ru- 
miaalipg animal, as can well be imagined. 
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i cdlikl mention mahy instaaoes'of tl# kind, but I shall reserve 
them* till I have grown older ; iheii I will he as garrulous as 8|(p-» 
taiguQ. * As it is, I think I hear the reader say, — " All tbisTmay J^ 
very true, but what ha§. it to do with the novel ?"^Nothftgri 
gran{ ; {)ut it has St great' deal lo do with making a book, — for 1 
have completed a whole chapter out of nothing. * ' 



% 
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CHAPTER XXXVIIU ; 

* 

-And with a flowing sail 



■ . -^ Went bounding for ibe island of the b-ee^ 

Towards y^hich the impatient wind bl^w half a gale; * 
^ . High dash'd the spray, the bows dipp'd in the sea. 
.* ' , ' * ^ Bybon. 

• After a- run of six .weeks, the Asp^^ia entered the Channel 
The.v^ther, which had been clear during the passage home, now 
altered it3 appearange; and a dark sky, thick fog, and niizding 
oold'rain, intimated their approach to the English shore. But; 
I'elaxed as they had been by three years' endurance of a tropical 
sun, . it was nevertheless a source of congratulation, rather than 
complaint; for it was "regular ?(ovember Channel weather," 
and was associated with their propinquity to t^hose homes and fire^ 
sides, which would be enhanced in value from the ordeal to be 
passed before they could be enjoyed. 

"Hah!** exclaimed an ol3 quarter-master, who had served the 
earlier part of his life in a coaster, as he buttoned his pea jacket 
up to the thro^ ; .this is what I calls something like ; . none of your 
h — ^d blue skies here" • 

Such is the povver of affection, WEhetber of person or of things, 
that even faults become a source of endearment. . 

As the short ddy closed^ the Aspasia, who was running before 
tUe wind and slmiting rain, which s6emed to assist her speed with 
its grSvity, hove t^»and tried for sounding^. 
. " Well^ Stewart, what's the news ? " said one of the midshipman, 
as he entered the berth; the drops of rain, which hnhg upon^ 
rough exterior of his gr^t coat, glittering like $maU diamonds. 
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from^the pei^ionc-of the solH^lf candle, which made darkness 
. but JDSt visibly. . • ... , , '. 

^ "IJfews r' replied Stewart, taking off his hat with a jerk,* so 
™ s to besprihkle the fice of Prose wit^i the wajer that had accumu- 
lated on the^Qltf itf* and laughing at his suctden start from the 
• unexpected ^^er; *' why, as: the fellows roar «ut with the 
, second edition of an evening paper, ' great news, glorious aews Y 
*— and ail comprised in a short sentence : — Soundings in seventy- 
fdft> fathoms ; grey sand and shells." 

"Huzza?" answered the oW master's mate. ** Now for three 
cheers—and then for the ^0%."^ ^ .• « 

The three cheers having been given with due eniphasi^, if i^t 
(iiicretioni they aO stood up reund the table. "Now,"iily boys, 
keep time.^ Mr. Prose, if you 'attempt to cliime in with your con- 
founded nasal twang, ru give you a squeeze." 

^ *' For England, wh^, wiUi favouring galei #- 

Ourgallluitship up Channel steered, - ' 

And,^9cndding under jeasy sail, * • * ^ 

- T£ie high blue western land appeared, 

To heshre the lead the seaman sprung, 
« And to*the watchhil pilot%ung. 

, ♦ ' By the deep nine." ' • 

$ ' . 

The song, voared out ip grand chorus by the midshipmen, was 
caught up, after the first ver^, by the marmes in their berth, close* 
to them ; dnd from them passed along the lower degk as it oon- 
tinued, so that )lm last stanzas were sung by nearly two hundred 
voices, sending forth a vohime of sound, that penetrated every ^ 
recess in the vessel, and entered into the responsive bosoms of all 
oh board, not excepting the captain himself, who smiled, as he bent 
over the break of the gangway, at what he would have consyered 
a breach of subordination in the ship's compatiy, had not he felt 
.that it arose from that warm' attachment to their country which had' 
crjeated'our nayal pre-emineqce. # . 

The $ong ended with tumultuous ch^ei^mg fore and aft, and not 
imtil then did the captain send down to request that the noise might 
be discontinued. As soon as it was over, the grog was loudly called 
Sor in the midshipman's berth, and made its appearance. 
, ** Here's to the wWte cKffs of England," cried one, drinking off 
Ids lull tumbler, and turning it upside down on the table. * 
>* Here's to the La^dot Beauty." * ' ■ . 

** Here's to the Emerald Isle." ' 

* • ^ 'is 
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'" And here'jj lo the Land of fi^es/* cried Stewai^t, drinkiiig 6tf 
his tumbler, and throwing it over his sfaou]|der. 
. '* jSix for ope for skylarking," med Prose. * ^ > 

'* A himdrod for one, you d— -d cockney, fw all fcare/* 
** No— nt)—no,""criedaM the berth; •*• not oni^l^ 
"Yon. shall have a song for it, my boys," crSl^tewdrt, who ' 
imme^ately comm^iced, with greit taste smd execotisn, th^ beau*' . 
liMair«— • • • 

" Shoold auld aoqoabitaiibe be fMRgot ^ 

AnMayso' tang syne?" * ' • 

" Well, Fve not had iriy to(fe^yet,'*'saidJ^rry, when the ap- 
plliuse a( the end of the *song had discontinued,:—*' Here's to iNle 
shady side of Pall-maU." 

''And I suppose," said Stewart, giving Prose a slap oh the back, 
which took^ his' breath away, " that you are thinking of Wapping, 
blow you/4 : * s ^ • ^ * • 

"•I think I've tad enough of wapping since Tve^been hi this 
ship,** answered Prose*. .' . 

" Why, Prose, you're fluite brilliant, I do declare, "•observed 
' Jerry. ** Like a flint, you Qnly require a blow from Stoyart's 
iron fist to emit sparks. Try him. again Stewart. He's like on^ of 
the dancing dervishaB,in the Arabian Ni^ht^; you mustthrasl% 
him, to get a few farthings of wit out of him." ^ 

. " I do wish that you would keep your advice to yourself, |erry." 

'' My dear Prose, it's all for the hoSour of AfidcUesex that I wish 
you to shine. I'm convinced that there's a great 4^^ ofyfii m th^^ 
head of yours; but it's confined, like Uie kernel m a.nat; 
there's no obtaioiiig it without breaking the shell. Tryliiin agaia, 
Stewart.*- \ . 

" Come, Prose, I'll take your part, and try his own reoeipl i^pon 
himself. I'll thrash him till he says something vritty." . 
' , " I do like that, amazingly,", replied Jerry. " Whyvif I do say, 
a good thing, you'll never find ^ out. I shaU be thradied to att 
eternity. Besides, I'm atr too great a ^istaot^ from you." 

" What do you mean? " • .. 

" Why^ I'm like some cows, I don't give down my milk without 
the calf Is alongside of me. Now, if you were on this side of th% 
table—" 

" Which I am," replied . Stewart, as he sprang over k, and 
seizing Jerry by the nock—" Now, Mr. Jetrrv, say a good things 
•directly." • . . •** . 
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^ " Wdl, proflifce rae t* understattd it. We are Just in the 
Inverse- ^uation of England apd Scotland, aft^r the battle of 
CuUod^n/' ; ' ' 

"What do vou *in^»ft by Aat^ you wretch?" cried Stewart, 
whose wrath was ]iindI^(y)y the ref^i^oe. * 

*• Why, I'm in your clutches, just like Scotbnd was— a conquered 
.country." • . • - '\ * 

'' You lie, you litde bhGkgtard," cried Stewart, pinching 
Jkufry's neck till he forced his mouth open ; ''-Scot^nd was never 
ootfjuereiir'* . ' * . ' ^ 

" Well, then/' continued Jerry, whose bile was up, Xs s^n s» 
Stbwarf reklxed hit hoid , '^ I'lQ like King €haries in the hands tof 
tbe Scotch. How much was it that you sold him for? " 

Jerry's shrivelled carcass sounded like a drum, from the iSow 
wMoh he recdved for this second itKiilt to Stewart's idolised native 
bad. As soon as hecould recover his q)eech, .** Well, haven't I 
be0n v«ry witty ? Are you content,^ or will. you have some more? 
of wiQ*you try Pro8e,*and see w|jet!ier*you can draw blood out of a 
^umipf' ^ -. 

SHevrart, who seemed disindined to Ml^ve any more ^egani i^x*- 
Iraets (mn'Jerry, resumed hfe former seat by Prose, who appear^ 
ed to be in deep reflection. 
'** Well, Prose, are you thinking of your frfends in CheapSirfef "* 
** Aid suppose I am, Steiml; ? We have the same feelings in the 
city that you have in the heather ; and although I do not, lik« you, 
fretead to be allied to former kings, yet one may love one's father 
mid ifiother, brodhers and* asters, without being able to trace badi 
to one's great grsmdfEiAer; I never dbputed your high preten^ 
liOBs ; why, tbmi, interfere with my humble daims to the common 
feeHngscrfhum^ty?" 

* " I Mni rd>uked. Prose," r^ied Stewart ; ** you shaH have my. 
f^BBB of grog for that speedi, for you never mkAe a better. Give 
me your hand, iny good f^w." 

V I am ghKl that you, at last, afeew some symptoms of reason," ' 
obsenred the ^ill indignant Jerry, standing dose to the doot. *' t 
hBTfB 3ome hbpim of your Majesty yet» after such an extraordhmi*y 
ooiicession on yow part. You most have great reason to be proud 
Umt you %re 4bte to trace your pedigree up to a border chieftain, 
who sallied ficMth on the foray, when the ^urs were dished up for 
Uft diim^ ; or, in jpbin wor^s; went a cattle stealings and robbing 
dMMie wh& could not resist. It mig^t then be coi^sld^ed a m^k of 
pfH>i9ve8S^; but inaes are altered mw : and if. your celebrated 
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ancestor lived in the present time, why*'*(continiiAl' Jerry, poinljfigi 
his finger under" his left eanr) ** hQ would recej^e whiat he well de- 
served, tliai'saH." 

" By Him that mademe, get out of my •reach, if you do nc^t wish 
me to murder you ! " -cried Stewart, pale^vith rage. 
, "I tocSt care of that," replied Jerry, "before I ventured to 
give mf opinion ; and now that rii\ ready for a startf FIF give you a* 
piece of advice. Trace your an^^tors as lEar back as you can,^as 
long as they have eontinued to be honest men, — if you don't ^dp 
there, you are a fool" — and Jerry 'very prudently macleWs esdfpfe 
at the conclusion of his sentence. * * V ' ' 

"The hour of retribution will come," criid Slewart aftet Jerry, 
as the latter sprung up the ladder; but it did.not, for when they 
met next morning, it was td * feast their eyes upon the chaU^ 
cliffs of the Isle of Wight, as the Aspasia steererf foY the Needles. 
There are two events op board of a man-of-war, after which in^ 
juries are forgotten, apolpgieg are offered' aAd received, intended 
duels are suppressed; hands arc ^eVcbanged in' friendship, and goAd 
will drives away long cherished animosity. One is after an action 
—another, jupon the sight^f native land, after a protracted absehce. 

Jerry fearlessly ranged up along^e of Stewart,, as he looked 

• dver the gangway. 

- " We shaill be at anchor By twelve o'dock." 

** You may bless your stars for it," replied Stewart, with. a sig- 
nificant smile. 

The Aspasia now ran through the Needtes, and havmg successr 
ively passed by Hurst Castle, Cowes, and the entrance' to South>- 
amptoA Water, brought up at Spithead in seven fathoms. The 
saik were furied, the ship was moored, the boat was manned, and 

Captain M went on shore to report himseff to the^Port Adtni- 

ral,and deliver his despatqhes. Whcto the boat retCirried,'itbrougtt 
off fetters which had been -awaiting the arrival of the ship. One 
ihformed Jerry of the death of his father, and of his being in pos- 
*session of a fortune which enabled him to retire fvcmk the servi^. 
Another, from the Admiralty, announced the promotion of Stewart 
to the rAnk of lieutenant ; and one from M'Elvina to our hero, 

• inviting him to take up his quarters at his house, as long as the 

service would permit, stating that Captain M h^d been vntlte& 

to, to request that he might be allowed feave of absence. 

• ' As soon a3 Captain M- ^^" hj^d received an answer froin the 

Admiralty, h^ returned on boafd, and acquainted his officers that 
" he had obtained leave to remain on shpre for some time,' for the 
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re^^t^lishment of hi^ he^ltJb, and that another capt^ain wodld be 
appoiiited to the ship.^ Hq turned the hands up, and addressed the 
ship's company^haiJiii% jthem far Aeir'goSd behaviour while 
under hiis command, and expressing hiS hopes that upon his re-ap- 
pbintniBnt, he should find Ifcem all alive and well. The first-lieu-* 
tenant, to his great surprisp and delight, was presente(#i;n*h his 

IpaAk a^ commander, which Captain M had solicited fron^the 

AdmiraltjT. The men were dismfesed, and Captain M , bidding 

jBarewelJ to his officers, descended the sid6 and shoved off. -As 
soon as the boat was dear X)(the frigate, the men, without orders, 
ran up, and manning the shrouds, saluted him with three farewell 

cheers. Ckptain M took^ff his hat 'to the compliment, and, 

muffling up his face with his *Bdat cloak to cpnceal his emotion, the 
boat piilled for the shore. • . ' - • 

j^. •• Seymour, \v6io was^ the hpat, followed his captain to the inA; 

W who informed him, that he had obtained his discharge into a guardr 
ship, that iiis tSme might go on, ^d leave of absence for. two 
months,* which he might spend with his friend; M*Elvina.' Captain 
M-^— then dismissed him with a friendly shake bt the hand, dtf- 
»ring him to write -frequently, aYid to draw upon his agent if he 
required %ny pecuniary assistance. » ^ 

Seymour's heart was full, and he could not answer his kind pro^ 
tector; He returned on board, and bidding farewell tp his mes^- 

^ mates, the nex\ evening he had arriired at the cottage of M*Elvina. 
That his reception Vas cordial it is hardly necessary to state. 
M'Elvina, whose- marriage had%ot been blessid with a family, 
felt towards our hero as if he was his own chiW : and Susan was 
flighted with the handsome exterior and winning manners of the. 
•iad, whose boyish days^ad often been the theme of her husband's ' 
conversation, • . ... . 

•If the reader will uake the trouble to reckon wih his fingers, he 
will find thatWiHiam Seymour is^ now sixteen years old.. If hq 
will not', he must take my word* for it ; and it inay also be as well 
io inform him, that Miss Rainscourt is ntf)re than fourteen. I api* 
the mor^ particular in mentioning these chrofiological facts, be- 
cause in the nex(^ch?pter I intend to int||pdu(?e the parties to each 
ot^er. ,4 
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^ CHAPTER JtXXIX. . 

Lf — A^«trongbuU«taiids tbreal'nmgftijncKis war ;- 

H^ flenrbhes his horns, looks sourly round. 
And, li^afselr heUowtag; Irawrses Ms ground. 

« Bl,ACK»OBS. 

Ij* was on the second day after« the arrival of Seymour, that 
Emily, \rho was not a#are of ,t1ie*additiQn ta the party at the coti^ 
tage, proceeded oiii foot through the park .and field adjacent^ to 
pay Susan a visit. She was attended by a man-servant,, in livery, 
who carried some, books, .which Mrs* M^Elvina bad %Kpressed a 
(^ire to read.' When Emilf had arrived at the last€eld, whiob 
i^a3 rented by a. farmer hard by, 3be was surprised to fi(d that k 
was occupied by an unple£^nt tenant, to wit, ihvge bull ; whQi 
on tjieir approach, commenced pawing the ground* a^^ showing 
every symptom of hostility. She quit^ened her pace, and as the 
animal approached, found th^t ^e bad g|ined ms!(^ nearer to ib» 
stile before her than to the one which ^e bad jult passed over, 
^ndf frightened as she was, she determined 4o pi^ceed. The ser-^ 
vant Who acQPpipgpied her maniteted more fear than she did. As 
the bull approached, Emily, who had Jieard whjit {MrecaeticNW 
should be taken in a similar exigence, turned h^ &iGd towards tk^ 
animal, and walked backwards to the stU^' The domestic seeiif^d 
determined to preserve the exact 'Station w^i^h his duty an4 respeel 
required, and kept bMnsdf behind I)i§ yoimg mistr^ss^ As, hov~ 
ever, the bull ^idvanced, and seemed mclined to charge upon ih&m 
his fears would ^ot permit UA to remain in that situation^ md 
'throwing do\vn the books, he took to his heels, and ran for a g^* 
in the hedge* By this manoeuvre Emily *was Irft to mulie any arr 
rangem^ts she pleai^d with the infuriated ^min^. .' 

But the bull had no qutrrel with a lady, dressedln a whiterum^ 
lin frock; he had taken offence at th^red plilsh inexpre$sil^, 
which were a part of the family livery, anjl immediately ran at the 
^ervsmt, passing J^mily without jioUce. The terrified mail threw 
himself in an agony of fright into the«.gap, but was. so paralysed 
with fear that he had nip strength to force his passag^thrOugh^ 
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WMi lift bead imd ab^ders od the other siSle af tlle4id|H^ iheri 
b(e stu«k on llis hsy^s and knees» oflTering a fair target toibe bull, 
whaflew ai it with sut^h violeneet that he fercid him several yarda 
n^ the (]f)posite field. Senseless and eihaust^, hejiay thfhe mofre 

*&om fear than .injury, y^hile the roaring bull ^^^^ed up and down 
the hedge, with his tail in the air, attempting in vain to foice a pas«« 

•09^6 in pursuit o&the object of his detection. . *" 

The mind of woman is often more powerful tteoi her frame ; and 
tb^ one will bear iqp against circumstances in which the other will - 
' succumb. Thus it was with ,Dmily, who reached the sttie, claqn- 
bered oyer it with difficulty, md obtaining the house of M^j^vina, '; 
which \^but^ few yard» distant, felt that her powers fafiled he» 
as soon as ex^rdw was. no longer required. With difficulty stte 
perceived with her^wimming eyes thi^ there was a gentlemaiK hi 
ibe parlour; and faintly exclaiming* "O! lUir. M*Elvina ! '' \fell < 
senseless into the arms of William Seymour. " . ♦ 

Mr: and Mrs. M'EIvioa were not Bl hoinie : they had walked tp 
the vicJH^age ; and Saymour^ who was very busy finishing, a sketch 
of the Aspasia for his hostess, had declin^ accompanying them m 
tfaaimsit. His surprise at fiiidmg a yoimg lady m his arms, may 
easily be hnagined ; but great as vfm his Surprise, his distress was 

* greater, from the extreme novelty of the situation. It was not that 
he w^ unaO^ustqpied to female society : on the contrary, his cap- 
tauMiaKl introduced him ev^y^ere. jn the different ports of the 
ddonies in which theyliad anchored ; and perhaps there is no 
b^ter society, altbot^b limited, than is to be met v^tb at the table 
(rf* a octoual governor; but.here it was quite different: He had 
beeii habituated to follow in the wake, as the lady governess made 
sail for tbediqjng*cobm, the whole Keet forming two lines abreast 
m close order^ and then coming to an anchor, in be'autiftd precision, 

* ta attack the dinner^ which surrendered* at discretion. He bad 
been habituated to the ball-room, wl^re tha ladies glided over the 
dajfied floor,, like some b^utiful yachts plying in Southampton 
Water .on a.fine day ; he had tried.his rate ot sailing down the 
nnddle of a coqntry-dance with sovife fpir partner; and tacked ami 
wore as req^red to the mazes of |pouss^tte apd right and left. This 
was all {dain sailing ; but the case was now quite different. Qere 

* was a ^ai^e sail, who had not even shewn hm number, take# 
d)adi in stays, and on ^r beam-ends in a squall. * 

Seymour knew nothing about fainting. Sometimes a man had 
fits mt board ship, (althc^^ in^riably di&cbafged when it* was. 
tasawn) ; butJ,be only r^me(|y, i§ a man-pf-War, in such caset, was 
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ix> l^JMyftieht down between the guns, ,^pd. let bim conie to^ 
his own lasure. It was impossible to aict so in ^is. case, and Sey- 
mour, as he bmit over the beautiful pale cou^tenanpe of Emily, Ml 
that he li^iever opuld be tired of holding herein bis arms. Howevn*, 
as it was necessary that something should be done, he. laid her ' 
down on the sola, and, sizing the bell-rope, pulled it violently for 
assistance. The wire had been pr^eviously $lackel^^d, and the force* 
which Seymotir nsed bnought down the rope without ringing the 

• bell. ^^ Tfau^e was but one in the r^m : aqd, not choosin ^ M to le^ve 
£ipily^ he was again compdled to rely on his own resourJffi; What ^ 
*lf was good for her ? . Water ? There was lione in th^ rooi?l^f xcept 
irhat h^ had been paintmg with, aojl* that was ^f^pens^y dis- 
coloured with the Indi^ ink. Nevertheless, he sngtche$'up his 
large brush whici) he had <used for- washing in Jiis skies, and com- 

» meQced painting h^" face and temples with the discoloured wate^f 
but without producing the desired effect o£xe-anim^on. * 

Wh^t n^xl?— Oh, salts and burnt feaihers; he had read of them 
in a-novel. Salts he had none — burnt feathers were to be procured. 
There were two live birds, called caa^dinals, belonging^ to Jfrs. 
M^lvina, in a cage near Ihe window, and there vfas also a ^ji^ed 
green parrot in a glass case. Seymour shewed his usual presence 
of mind Ih his decision. The-t^ls of the live bir(}s would in all* 
probability grow again ; Jhat of the stuffed parrojnever coul(}. He 
put his hand into the cage,' and, sSiring the fluttering pro'prieilrs, 
'^: . pulled out both their long tails,* and having secured the door of the 
cage, thrust the ends of the feathers into tlie fire, and apf^ed them, 
frizzing and spluttering, to the nostrils df Emily. But they were 
replaced in the fire again aqd again; until they would* emit no more 
smoke, and Emily stiU continMed tn a state of insen^ility. Thepe 
was no help for it— the parrpt, which he knew Mrs, M^Elvina was 
partial to, must be sacrificed. A blow with the pocker demolished * 
^ the gbss, and the animal was wrenched off its percif, and the tail 
ihserled Between the bars of the grate. But burnt feathers y«*e 
of no use; and Seymour, when he had burnt doyta^ the parrot's 
^» ' tail to ^e stump, laid it upon the table in despair. 

He now bogan to be seHouslj; alarmed, and the beatkty of the 
obj^t heightened his pity and comihiseration. His anxiety increasetf ^ 
\o that degree tliat, losing his presence of mind, and giving way jo"^ 
his feelings, he apostrophized.theinanij^l^te form, and, hanging .* 
over it with the tenderness of a mother over her lifeless chAd^ ks a 
last resource, kissed *its lips igain^nd again with ablicfet frsuitic 
anxiety. At tlje time of his mo^ eager application Af this last r©- ■ 
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medy, M^Elvina and Susan eitef^d the room, wi^ut his beisg 
*avrare of their approaeh. ^ ♦ • 

The parrot onthet^le, withhistaH still burninglike a slow^natch,^ 
first caught their eyes:. and as they advanced JfiriDier in, there wjs 
^ymour, to thejr astonishment, kissing a y6ung lady, t^wiiom he 
had never t)een introduced, and who app^red.to be quite passive 
to his%nde|ii'ments. 

*' Seymour ! " cried M*Elvina-^" what is all this?" 

" Fm glad you've come ; I cannot bring her to, Fve tried every 
thing/* . 

** So it appears; WHy, you've smothered her— she's black in 
the face,"' re[4i^ M'Elyina, obsi^rving the marks df the Indian ink^ 
upon Emily's cheek. ' , ' 

,- Susan, who immediately perceived the coinditioii of Emily, ap- 
plied her salts^. and desired M'EIvinato calt the women. In € few ' 
minutes, whether Jt was that the remedies \iiere more effefliial, or 
nature had resumed her powers, Emily opined bei* eyes,* and was 
carried up stairs into- Mrs. M*Elvina's room. . 

We fliustreturn to the sej^vant, who, with no other mjury than a 
^vere contusion.of the os coccygis, from the ^ontal Dones of th^ 
Ijjfll, recovered his senses and hi^ legs at the same moment, and 
never eeased exerting the latter,, until he arrived at — r- Hall, 
wh^re he stated^ what indeed* he really believed to be the oise, 
that Mis$ Emily had been gored to death by the iJull ; asserting, A 
the same time, what was equally incorrect, that he had nearly bel^ 
killed himself m attempting her rescue. The ^tidings were com- * 
municated to Mrs. Bainscourt,' who, frantic at the intelligence, 
without bonnet or shawl, flew doyn the park towards the fields, 
followed by all the servants of theestablishm^t, armed with gap, 
pitcl^orks, and any other weapons that they <!6uld obtain, at the 
moment of hurry and trepidation. They arrived at the field — ^the 
bull was there, waiting fer them at the stile, fot* he had observed 
them at a distance, and as he was now opposed to half-a-dozen . 
paft ot red inexpressibles, instead of one, his wrath was proporr 
tionally increased.. He pawed the- ground, bellowed, and mad^P 
divers attempts to leap the stile, which had h^^ffebted, it is pro- 
bable that more serious mischief would hate occurred. The whole 
party stood aghast, while Mrs. Rainscourt screamed, and called for 
l^^r cBild— her qhild ; and attempted, tc^ recdver her liberty, from 
,the aroos of tho^ who held her, and ru$h faM;o the fiel^ to her own 
destrtiction. .. * * . 

The favner, to wlmi. the animal l)4bnged, had heard his bel- 
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lovi^ on t^ fird aipMilt, ski^ todo^p»e*(^ to 1^^ 
He was* |y$t in time to behold the footman pushed through die" 
hedge, ^nd to witness the escape of Emily inip^ the house ofM'£l- 
v^. Inteiding to |e*moYe the animal, l^ returned tp his dinner, 
when his ^umed beUowingsiimmoaed himiagain, and perccjvin^ 
the cause, he joined the jMUiiy, and, a(ldres»ng Mrs. Bainscourt^ 
''The young lady is all safe, Ma'am^ in the genUemfm's 4iouse 
yoi^er.^ The brute's cftnei enoi^h ; it's att* alpng of them red 
breech^ that angfrs him. A buUxan't abide 'em, Mf am." 

" Safe,*do.you say ? Tfiank God. Oh ! take me to her." 

''This way. Ma'am, .th^" said th0 former, leading her round 
|he he^e to the cottage of M'StTina, by a Inore circuitous way. 
. Susan had just called up M'Elvina, und S^mour was again left 
to_ himself in the 'parlour, when Mrs. Rainscourt, bursting from 
4M)se«who conducted her^ tottered in, apd sunk exjiausted oukthe 
sofa, feymotlr, to wliom the >rhoIe affair w^ a mystery, and 
' who hadleen f uminatiqg ppon it, and upon the sweet lips which 
%e had pressed, in utter astonishment cried^ut, " What ! another ?"*' 
Not chusing, in this instance, to. trusft to his o^ resources,* he con- 
touted ^himsdf witl^ again shoving the parrot's .iffl bi^tween tbf 
bars, and as he held it to his patient's nose, loudly called out for 
M'Elvina, who, summoned by his appeals, with many othe^ en- 
ter^ the noom, and relieved him of his charge, who soon recovered, 
^ joined her daughter in' the I'oom up stairs. 

The carriage had been sent for to convey Mrs. Rainscourt and 

*her daughter home. When thay came doipi into the parlour,. pre- 

vipus to Ibeir departure, Seymou^ was formally introduced, %nd 

tebeived thcrtbanks of Ars. Ra|;isc%|irt ^for the attention whidi be 

b^jpaid to her daughter, and a genersd invitationao the hall. 

Emily, to whom*ousan had communicated the paAacea to whk^, 

-Seymour had ultimately resorted, blushed deeply 2|S she smiled 

her adieus ; and our hero, as the carriage whirled away, felt a 

, sensation as new tb'him^s that of Cyinon, when ignited by the* 

l^p of beauty, which flaslied from the sleeping Iphigenja.^ « 
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CHAPTKK XL, 

MioH QDly vriklit cottaened twice. 



{)RYIIHI. 



SEYMOVfi dkl fiot fail to prc^t by.tliQ i^^^lUiUdn ektendedt^y Iftrs. 



^ 



; Hainscourt, asd ^n became the^imeparable companion i)f Emfly^ 
pis aUesttioiis 40 her WQI^ a. source of amnsemait to the^H^Elvioaj 
|ml her loother^ w^ thought little of a flirtaQoQ between a mtct 
shipmftn of ^xteen aftd a girl that y^s two years his ju^^. Thet 
two monUis' lea^e of absenoe having^exptred, Seyntour was obliged > 

, to return to th^ guard-$hip» on thebooks^of wbidi bis»ni^ ha# 
be^ aEirotled^ jt ^ with^a heavy h^rt that he biKle forewell to 
the M'J^vinds. He had kissed away the tears - <^ sqiaration from 
the cheeks of Emily, and their young^ove, unalloyed as that be* 
tweeo a brother aic^ si^» created an, uneasy sensation in either 
heartwhich absence could not remove; *• ' 

Wh^ our hero reported him^ to the commanding offica" of 
th^ guards-ship, he was astoni^d at his expressing a tot^ igno- 
raace oftiis belonging to her, and sent down for the clerk, to know ^ 
if his luune was on the books« 

The derk, a qiare> middl^si^ personage, renarkaUy spruce 
and neat in bis attire, aiid apparently about foirty years of age, 
Quade his appearance, with the open list under his arm,* lEmd, with a 
hpnble^bow to the. first-lieutenant, laid it upon the dapstern-heaaf, 
imk running over several pages*, from the top^o the bottom^ with 
his'finger, at, last discovered our hero's name, 

" It's all right, young Gentleman," »said t\m firstJieutenanf. 
'' "fsike him down to the berth^ Mr. Skrimmage^ and in^odoce 
Jtum- You've^ brought yoiu* hammock, of course, an* it is fa be 
koifed that your chest ha^ a good lock upon H; if not, I can tell ym. 
you'll not Snd a^ j^our clothes* tally with your division list by tOr 

• morrow morning. But we caimothelp*these things here* Weaje 
but a sort of a ' thoK^oughlares'^and every man must take we of 
fcjmself." • , . , 

3e^ear th&jiked tbe first-Iieut^naat for Jus caution^ and cks- 
4 . - 



Digitized by 



Google 



• 398 THE KING'S OWN« « :f 

coided wit^ tMe cIerk/)f^ho requesiil him to«lep into Bis pffUte 
cal»D, 0evious to being ushered into the gun-room, whepe the 
hudshipmen's mess w^&held^a4l ofVhich Mr.v Skrimmage fUIed . 
tke important post of caterer. " Mrs. SIrimmage, my.dear/' said 
Seyiiiottr's conductor, "allow me to introduce to vou Mr. Seymour." 
. The lady curtsied with great affectation, and in air of cond^^^ 
sion, apd requested our hero to take a chair— sodn after which Mr.. * 
Skrimmage commenced— "It is the custom, my dear Sir, inthia^ 
ship, for every gentleman who. Joins*the inidshipman's befrth^ to put 
dawn one guineisi as entrance money, after, whi(3f the 'sftbscription 
is restricted to Ihe sum of tiv^ shilKngs per week^ wiidi is always 
paid in kdvance. You will- therefore oMige me by the trifling sum ^ 
gf six-and-twenty shillings, previous to my introducing you to your', 
* new'messtnates. You will excuse my reqfuesting the money to be 
paid now, which, I assure you, does not arise from any doubt^qf 

•your hon*bur ; bpt the tact is; being the only mmiber of the mess 
who can t^e considered as stationary, %e unpleasant duty of caterer 

^kas devplved upon me,^nd I have^lost sa much money hy young • 
gentlemien leaving the ship in a hurry^ ^and. fo%etiHig to settle their 
accounts, that it has now become a rule, which is never broken 
through.*' • . 

As soon as Mr. Skrimmage' had fini^M V>^ oration, which he 
deKvered in the softest knd most persuasive jManner, geymqpr teid 
down the sum requited, andhafving v^tcid, at the clerk's request, 
to see his nam«, apd sum paid, eiitercTd in the mess-book by SfrSi 
Skrimmage, he was shewn into the gun-room, which ne fbiind 
crowded withi between thirty and for^ oiidshyimen , whoSe vocife- 
rations and lau^ter created such a dm as to drown the voice ofiiis 
con(Juctor, who cried out, ** Mr. Seymouf, Gentlemen, to Join the 
mess," and'then quitted the noisy abode, which gave our hero the 

. idea of bedlafti broke loose. * * • % 

On one sidig of ihe gunrroom a party of fifteen orHwenty were 
seated cross-legged on the deck in a circle, stripped to their shirts^ 
^th their handkerchiefs laid up like ropes in their hands. A great 
coat and a sleeve board, which they had borrowed from the marine 
iailor^ who^ was working on the main-deck, lay in the centre, and 
they pretended to be at work with their needles'on. the coat. It was 
the game of goose, the whole amusement of wtpch consisted in giv- 
ing and receiving blows. Every person in the circle had a name to * 
which he was obliged to answer immediatdy when it was called, in 
default of which he was severely >^unished by air the rest. The 
ndmes were distinguished by colours, as Black Cap* Red Cap; and 
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tbe service at thai tirne^ althou^^ they hafe loflgJjMi distn^cd^iil 
broken up. Being a dull sailor, and fit for no^ng^dse^ Stm yfu 
constantly employed in protecting ftrge contoys of meccba&t^ve^ 
sels to America and th6 West Indies. Although other m€»i*oF'-war 
occasionally assisted her in her employ, the captain of the fifty-gun 
ship, from long standing, wa/s invariably the senior officer, and the 
mast^fs. of the merchant vessels were obliged.tp go on hoat^ bis' 
ship to receive their convoy instructions, and. a distinguistuo^ pei^ 
nant, whicl\ is always given witbout.any fee. 

But Skrimmage, who bad never been accustomed. to deliver up 
any paper without a fae when he was jn bis former profession, did 
not feel inclined to do so in his present. Make a direct charge h^ 
dare not — he, therefore, hit upoQ a ruse degjuerre which ejected * 
bis purpose.^ He borrowed from (Afferent pities seven or eight 
guineas, and when the m^iers of merchant vessels came on boaill * 
for their instruclions, he d^ired them .to be shewn down into ik 
eabm, where be received them^ with great formality and v^ nicely^ 
dressed. The guineas were spread upon the desk, so tmit they 
might be easiiyVeckoned. 

^' Sit down, Captain; if yoa j^se, faVofir me with your name, ^ 
and that of your ship." As he took these down, he eardeialy cikh 
' #rved, '*! have delivered biit .seven copi^'of the kisCruotions tqr 
day as yet." 

The captain havhig nothing to do, iq tbe meantime, naturally 
cast bis eyes round the cabin and was attracted by the guineas^ the 
number of which Qxactly tallied with the number of kistryctio^a 
delivered. It nkturally occui^re^ to him diat tbey were the derk*s 
perquisites of office. 

"What iff the fee. Sir ?'^ ., , 

•* WbatQver you please — some give a gu^fea^ some two/' 
A guin^ was deposited ; , and thus, with his Re^>^^, .Mr. 
Skrimmage, without making a du*ect charge, ooptrived to podiet a 
hundred guineas^ or more, for every omyoy that was put lUMier In 
captain s charge. After four years, during which he had sirved a 
considerable sum, the ship.was dedared unserviceable, and brokei 
• up, and Mr. $krimmage was sent on board of the guttrd^hip,* 
where his ready wit imniediately pointed out to him the advasUigfn . 
which might be reaped by permanently bdooging (o her^ as oierk <rf 
the ship and caterer of the midshipman's berth. After s^hnng m 
her for eiglit years, he was,off§r«d his rank as purser, whklh hft 
refused upon t&e plea of being % inarried man, and, preferring 
lioverty with J^rs. S— ;— to rai^. and mooey wAhottf h^« At ifaia 



« 

Digitized by 



Google 



THE KING'S pWN. ^ K^ 

Ae reader wffl aot bej^toni^ed trhen he is acquainted, that the 
s^aticm which he held, was, by his dexterous ,ptens, rendered so 
lycratiM^, that in. the course of twelve y^rs, with principal and 
acciftdulating ii^ferest, ^e^ad'aiiiia'ssed the $unK)f i 5,000 /. . 

A guard-ship is a receivingrship for oficers and men, until they 
ak*e enable to joj^^or are drafted to t^eir respective shipsr Th^ 
conse<|o^ce is, that a& incessant change is taking place,~a mid- 
dupnian sometimes not remaining on board bf her for nior%than 
tUte days before an 0|^rtu]g|ty offers of joining lys' ship. In • 
m^y whenVe State^tli^fwluring the war, 4ipwards of one thousan# 
midsl#pmen were received ancftent away from^^ard-sM|), in th& 
course of twelve m'ontl{^s,* we are considerably within the^mark: 
Now, as* Mr. Skrimmage'dw^ys received, one gujn^ as Entrance 

- to the mesS) and a week^ siib^iption in advance, and, moreover, 

never spent even the latt^, oir bad his accounts examined, it is easy 

to. conceive what a profitable, situation he haci created for himself. 

Mrs; Skrimmage, also, was a useful helpmate : she Uved on.board, 

. at litde expense, and, by her attentions to the dear. little ntiddies 

' ffiid their wearing apparel, "^ho wer'^senton board tojoin^soifie 
riiip for the $rst time^ added very considerably to bis profits. 

• Her history was a^ follows. It had three seras : — she ha^ beefi 
a krdyVmaid, in towil i and, in4his sitaatjon, acquiring a few of 
the practices of "-high life,'*^she had become sometbmgelse dn the 
town; and, finally, Mrs. Skrimmage. With the, view x)f ^wmg 
his unruly associates into respect, Mr. Skrfmmage (as weU as his 
wife) was particularly nice in*, his dress and his conversation, and ' 

.affected the gentleman, as she did the lady; tjiis 'generally an- 
swered pretty well; but sometimes unpleasant circumstances would 
occur, to which his interest cogapelled Mr. Skrimmage to submit. 
Itmay be as well here toadd^ that, at the end»of thewai^ Mr. 
Skrimmage applied for his promotion for fong #rvice, and, ob- 
iaining it, added his purser's half-pay. to tLe interest of his accu-* 
imflated capital, and retired fnwn active service. 

The steward and his boy entering the gun-room with two enor- 
moiis 1)lack tea-kettles, put an .end to the boisterous amusement. It 
was the signal for tea. ' . 

* ** Hnrra for Scaldchops !" cried the master tailor, rising from 
thS game, which was now abandoned., A regiment of cups, and . 
saucers lined the twd^des of the long table, and a general scram- • 
We ensued for seats. " ' 

**'Isay, Mr. Criftftajfe/* cried an old master*s-mate to the ca- 
terer, wIk^ faad^tered shortly a^ep the tea-kettles, and assumed 
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rales and regulations laid down, \vhich dannot be deviated from, 
aid--" • • 

" And those are, to $tarve us. Fve paid six-and-twenty shillings, 
and Jiave ift)t had six-and-twenty moiUhfuls in the three days that I 
have been here. I should like to see your accounts, Mr. Caterer." 

** Bravo ! let's have his accounts," roared out several of the party. , 

"Gentlemen, my accounts are ready for inspection, and will 
bear, I will venture to assert, the most minute investigation ; but it 
must be from those who have a right to demand it, and I cannot 
consider that a person who has only been in the ship for three days, 
has any pretence to examine them." 

**But I have been in the ship three weeks," said another, "and 
have paid you one pound sixteen shillings. I have a right, and now 
I demand them— so let us have the accounts on the table, since we 
q^ get nothing else." 

"The accounts — the accounts,'' were now vociferated for by 
such a tfareatenmg multitude of angry voices, that Mr. Skrimmage 
turned pale with alarm, and thouglit it advisable to bend to the 
threatening storm. ' * 

" Stewacd, present the gendemen's respects to Mrs. Skrimmage, 
and request that she will oblige them by sending in the mess ac- 
count-book. You understand— the genttemen's respects to Mrs. 
Skrinimage." 

** D — n-Mrs." Skrimmage," again cried out one of the midship- 
men, and the game of goose was renewed with th^ phrase, until the 
steward returned with the book. 

" Mrs. Skrimmage's compliments to the gentlemen of the gun- 
room mess, and she has great pleasure in complying with their re- 
quest ; but, in con;sequence of her late indisposition, the accounts 
are not made up further than to the end of last month." 

This was the plan upon which the wily clerk invariably acted, as 
it put an end to all inquiry ; but the indignation of the midshijpmen 
was not to be controlled, and as they could not give it vent in one 
way, they did in another. 

" Gendenaen," said one of the oldest of the fraternity, imitating 
Mr. Skrimmage's style, " I must request that you will be pleased 
not t6 kick up such a d'— d row, because I wish to make a speech : 
and I request that two of you will be pleased to stand sentries at the 
door, permitting neither ingress nor egress, that I may * spin my 
yam' without interruption. 

"Gentlemen, we have paid our mess-money, and we have no- 
thing to eat. We Have asked for the accounts/and we are put off ' 

16 
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with ' indispofiition.' Now, CrentlemeQ, as there can bemo dotbi of 
k thacaterer's honour, I propose that we give him a receipt in fM.\ 

'* And here's a pen to write it with," cried dut another, holding 
up the sieeve-board, with which they had been playmg the gmne. 

*' Then, Gentleman, are you all agreed— to cobb the caterer ?" 

The shouts of assent frightened Mr. Skrimmag^, who attempted 
to make his escape by the gun-room door, but was prevented by 
the two sentries; who had been placed there on purpose. He then 
requested to be heard — to be a}lowed to explain ; but it was use- 
less. He was dragged to the table, amidst an uproar of laughter 
and shouting. " Extreme bad head-aches " — "Mrs. Skrknmagd'' — 
f* nervous" — ** ample satisfaction" — " conduct like gentlemen" — 
" complain to first-Ueutenant " — were the unconnected parts of his 
expostdation, which could be distinguished. He was extended 
across the table, face downwards;* the lappels of his coat thrown 
up, and two dozen blows, with the sleeve-board, were administered 
with such force, that bis shrieks were even louder than the laugh- 
ter and vociferation of his assailants. 

Duringthe infliction^ the noise within was so great, that they did 
not pay attention to that which was outside ; but as s6on as Mr.* 
Skrimmage h^d been put on his legs again, and the tumult h^d 
partially subsided, the voice of the master-at-arms requesting ad- 
mittance, and the screaming of Mrs. Skrimmage, were hieard at the 
door, which continued locked andguarded. Xhe door w^s opened, 
and in flew the lady. 

^' My Skrimmage ! my Skrimmage ! — what have the brutes been 
doing to you ? * Oh, the wretches ! " c6ntinued the lady, panting 
for breath, and, turning to the midshipmen, who had retreated 
from her ; — " You shall all be tunied out of the service:— you shall 
—that you shall. Well see — we'll write for a court-martial — ^ay, 
you may laugh, but we will. Contempt to a superior officer { — 
clerk and caterer, indeed ! * The service has come to a pretty pas^ — 
you villains ! * You may grin — ril tear the eyes out of some of you, 
that I Willi Gome, Mr. Skrimmage, let us go on the quarter-deck, 
and see if the service is to be trifled with. Dirty scum, indeed — " 
and the lady stopped for want of breath oocasioned by the rsq[)idky 
of her utterance. 

''Gentlemen," said the master-$it-arms, as soon as he could ob- 
tain hearing,—" the first-lieutenaqt wishes to know the reason why 
you are making so much noise ? " . , • 

" Our compliments to Mi^. Phillips, and we ^ave been settling the 
-mess account, and taking the change out of ihe caterer.'' 
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" Yes/* qontioiied Mrs. Skrimnu^e^ '* you villains, you have, yo|i 
paltry cheats — you blackguards— you^warmio — you scum of the 
earth— you grinnrog monkeys— you 1— don't put your tongi^into 
your cheek at^me, you— you beajt- you ill-looking imp, or I'll 
write the tea commandmelits on your face~I will — ^ay, that I witt— 
cowardly set of beggars—" (No more breath.) ^ 

*' I'll tell you what, Marm,'* rejoined the old master's-mate, "if 
fou don't clap a stopper on that jaw of your's, by George we'll C066 
you." . , 

" Cobb roe ! — you will, will^you ? I should like to see you. I 
dare you to cobb me, you jvrelches ! " . •. 

Cobb her ! — cobb her-! " roared out all the midshipmen,, who 
were irritated at her language ; and in a jnoment she was seized by 
a dozen of them, who dragged her to the table. BIrs. Skrimmage 
struggled in vain,* and there app^red every chance of the threat 
being put in force. . • 

"Oh,— is this the way to treat a lady?— Skrimmage! help, 
help!" " , 

Skrimmage, who had been battered almost to stupefaction, 
roused by the ddl of his frightened wife, darted, tp her, and throw- 
ing his arm round her waist, — "Spare her. Gentlemen, spare her, 
for mercy's sake, spare her,— or," continued he, in a faltering 
voice, " if you will cobb her, let it be over all.*' 

The appeal in favour of modesty and humanity had its due 
weight; and Mr. and Mrs. Skrimmage were permitted taleavethe 
gun-room vrithout further molestation. The lady, however, as sodn 
as she had obtained the outside of the gun-room door, forgetting 
her assumed gentility, turned back, and shaking her fist at her 
persecutors, made use of language, with a repetition of M^ch. we 
will not offend our readers,— and then arm-in-arm with her hus- 
band, quitted the gun-room. 

** * Mrs. Skrimm^ge's yiompliments to the gentlemen of the gim- 
room mess,' " cried one of the midshipmen, mimicking, which was ^ 
followed^ by a roar of laughter, when the quarter-piaster again 
made his appearance. . . 

' ' Gentlemen, the first-lieutenant says that all those who are wait- 
ing for a passage round to Plymouth are to be on deck with their 
traps immediately. There's a frigate orderedround-nshe has the 
Blue Peter lip, and her top-sails are sheeted Ijome." 

This put an end to further mischief, as there^ere at least twe^ 
of ihem whose respective ships were onihat stat|jgaa 
time, while tlipy wer^ getting ready, Mn Skrimftig^gef ; hating re- 
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Stored the predsioD of his apparel, proceeded to the quarter-^leek, 
and made bis complaint to the first-lietitenant ; but these complaints 
had repeatedly b^en made before, and Mr. Phillips was tired of 
hearing them, and was aware that he deserved his fate, Mr. Skrim- 
mage was therefore silenced wkh the usual remark— **lIow can I 
punish tjiese' young men', if they are in the wrong, -who slipped 
through my fingers immediajely ?— the parties you complain of are 
now goiqg down the side. Why dont you give up the occterer-ship ? * 
But this, for the reasons before stated, did not suit Mr. Skrim- 
mage, who returned below. For aday or two the mess was better 
supplied, from fear of a repetition of the dose ; after that, it went 
on again a^ before. 



CHAPTER XU. 



All desperate hazards courage do create, 
>A8 he plays frankly who has least estate. 

Dbtdbn. 
It were aU one,. 
. That I shonkl love a bright particular star, 
And think to wed it. 

^ Shakspearb. 



Seymour was soon weary of the endless noise and confusion to 
which he was subjected on board of the guard-^hip, and he wrote 

to Captain H , requesting that he might be permitted to jcrin 

some vessel on active service, until the period should arrive wh«i 
the former would be enabled to resume the command of his ship. 
The apswer from his patron informed him, that the tune of Us 
renewal of his professional duties would be imcertain, lAt having 
hitherto derived muclf benefit ifrpm his return to England ; that 
as the Aspasia was daily expected to arrive from the mission on 
which she had been despatched, and would then remain on Channel 
service, ready to be made over to him as soon as his health should 
be re-established, he would procure an order for him to join her 
as soon as she.arrited. He pointed out to him that he would be 
more <x)mfortabIe on board a ship \n which he had many old- mess- 
mates and frieqjds than in any other, to. the officers of which he 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE KVSG'S OWN. 245 

would be a perfect stranger. That in the mean tinfe^ h^ had pro- 
cured leave of absence for him, and requested that he would pay 
him a visit at his cottage near Richmond, to the vicinity of whifch 
place he had removed, by the advice of his medical attendants. 
, Seymour gladly availed himself of this opportunity^ of seeing his • 
protector; and after a sojourn of three weeks returned to Ports- 
moutbr, to join the Aspasia, which had, for some -days, been lying. 
atSpitbead. Most of the commissioned, and. many of the junior, 
officers, who had served in the West Indies, were still on board 
of her, anxiously waiting for ihe return of Captain HI—, whose^ 
valiM^as a comn^anding officer was more appreciated from the, 
cha^e which had taken place. Seymour was cordially greeted. .' 
by his former shipmates, not only for bis 'own sake. But from iKb| 
idea that his having rejoined the frigate was but a precursor of tl^^ 

re-appearance of Captain M himself. ' , j t 

There is, perhaps, no qjiality in man partaking of such variety, ' 
and so difficult to analyze, as courage, whether it be physical or 
mental^ both of which are not only innate, but to be acquired.' 
The former, and the most universal, is most fcapriciously bestow- 
ed ; sometimes, although rarely, Nattire has denied it altogether. 
We have,' therefore, in the latter instance, courage nil, as a zero, 
courage negative, half-way up, and courage positive, at theto^, 
which may be considered as " blood heat," and upon this ther- 
mometrical scale the animal courage of eijery individual may be 
•placed. Couragewi/, or cowardice, needs ho explanation. Courage 
negative, which is the most conimon, is that degree of firmness 
which will enable a person to do his. duty when danger comes' to * 
him; he will not avoid danger, but he-will not exactlyseek it. Cou- 
rage positive, when implanted in a man, will indupe him to seek 
danger, and find opportunities of distinguishing himself where 
others can see none* .Courage negative is a passive feeling, and 
requires to be roused. Courage posiiiv^e is an active and restless 
feeling, always on the look-out. 

An extreme susceptibility, and a phlegmatic indifference of dis- 
position, although diametrically in opposition to each other, will 
produce the same results : in the former, it is mental, in the latter, 
animal courage. Paradoxical as it may appear, the most certain 
and most valuable description of courageis that which is acquired 
from the fear of shame' Further, there is no talent which Veturns 
more fold than courage, when constandy in exercise ; for habit will 
soon raise the individual, whose index is near to zero, to the degree 
in the scale opposite to courage negative; and the possessor of 
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described, by which the heat of temperament in the party would 
have been precisely*a«certairied,) on placing its bulb upon the palm 
of his hand, wo^ld have forced the mertury, something between 
the zero and courjige negative, towards the zero, — t* moreye§ than 
no,'\as the Italian said ; but now that he wasamarHed maa, above 
fifty years of age, with a large family, he had descended the jcale-, 
to the absolute zero. " • J 

It may then be inquired, why he requested tabe employed dur- 
iig the war? Because, he liked full pay and prize-money when* it 
could be obtained >vithbut risk, and because his wife and fam0y 
were living on- shore in a very snug little cottage at Ryde, in the 
Isle of Wight, which cottage required nothing but furqiture and 
a few other trifles to render it complete. Marriage had not only 
subtracted.from the courage of this worthy officer, but, moreover, 
a little from his honesty. Captain €apperbar (for such was his 
name) should have been brought pp as a missionary, foj* he- could 
convert any thing, zxlA' expend more profusely than any Bible So- 
cietyt The name by which he had christened his domicile was 
probj^bly given a^ a sort of salvo to his conscience. He«|lledi< 
the ** Ship;'* and when he signed his name to the expense rooks . 
of the diflPetent warrant officers, without specifying the exact use \ 
to which the materials were^ applied, the larger proportions were 
invariably expended, by the general term, for " Ship's^ use. *' 
He came into harbour as often as he could, always had a demand 
for stores to complete,* and a defect* or two for the*dock-yard to 
make good, and the admiral, 'who was aware of Mrs. Capperbar 
being a near resident, made every reasonable allowance for his 
partiality to S[Hthead. But. we had better introduce the captain, 
^tting at his table in the fore-K^in, on the day of his arrival in 
port, tJie carpenter having obeyed his summons. 

** Well, Mr. Cheeks, what are^the carpentens abodt ?** 

"Weston and Smallbridge are going on with the chairs— the 
whole of *them will be finished to-inorrow." * 

" WeU?" • ' 

" Smith is about the chest of drawers, to match the one ia my 
Lady Capperbar's bed-room;'4 

" Yoly good. And what is Hilton about ? ** 

.** He has £nished the spare-lea| of the dining-table. Sir ; he is 
now about a little lob for the second-lieutenant,." 

" A job for the second-lieutenant, Sir ? Ifow often have I told 
you, Mr. Cheeks, that the carpenters are TOt to.be employed, 
except on ship's duty, without my special permission ! " 
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'' His Standing bed-place is broke^ 3ir ; he is only getting out 
k chock or two/' 

" Mr. Cheeks, yoa have disobeyed niy most positive orders.— 
By the by, Sir, I understand you were not sober, last night." 

**.^ease your Honour," replied the carpenter^ "I wasn't drunk 
.—I yas only a little fresh.'* . ' 

S'^eke you care, Mr. Cheeks. -^Well, now, what are the r^ of 
your crew about?!' • * 

^' Why, Thompson aiM Waters are cutting out the pales for the 
garden, out of the jib-boom ; I've saved the heel to return." 

Ui Very well, but there won't be enough, will ther^?" ' 

^* No, Sir, it will take a hand-m^st to finish the whole." 

^' Then we must expend one when we go out again. We can 
carry away a top-mast, and make a new one out of the hand-mast, 
at sea. In the mean time, if the sawyers have nothing to do, they 
may as well cut the' palings at once. And now, let me see— oh ! 
thepainte^ must go on shore, to finish the attics." 

*.^ Y^s, Su*, but my Lj^dy Capperbar wishes the jeatowsees to be 
painted vermilion : she says, it will look more rural." 
^ .^ '' ISilrs. Capperbar ought to know enough about ship's stores, by 
vj- this time, to be aware that we are only allowed three colours. 
She may choose or mix them as she pl^f^ ; but as for going to the 
^peqse of buying paint, I can't ^sifbrd it. What are the rest of 
the men about?" 

'* Repairing the second cotter, aitd mal^ng a new mast for the 
pinnace.*' ^ .'^-** 

^' By the by— thai puts me in mind of it— have you expended 
any boat's jnasts?" , ^ 

** Only the one carried away. Sir." 

** Then you must expend two more. Mrs. C has just i 

me off a list of a few things that she wishes made, while we are at 
anchor, and I see two poles for clothes-lines. Saw off the sheave- 
holes, and put two pegs through at right angles— you know how I 



** Yes, Sir. •What ami to do. Sir, about the cucumber frame ? 
My Lady Capperbar says that she q)ust have it, and I havn't glass 
enough— they grumbled at the yard last time." 

" Mrs. C must wait a little. What are the armourers 

about?" " 

"They haw been so busy with your work, ^ir, that the arms 
are in a very bad (prdition. The firsi-lieutenant said yesterday 
that they were a disgrace to the ship." 
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"Who dared say that?".. • 

-**The first-lieutenant, Sir." * 

** Well, thep, let them rub up the arms^ and.let me know \yhen 

they are, done, and we'll get the forge up." 
" The armourer has made six rakes, and six hoe^, and tlt^e 

two little hoes for the children; but he says that he can't make a 

sjMide.". . . • 

** Then Til take hi§ warrant away, by Heavens, since he does not 

know bis duty. That will do, Mr. Cheeks. I shall overlook your 

b^ng in liquor, this time; but takecare— send the boatswaiii tome." 
" Yes, Sir," and the carpenter quitted the cabin. 
** WellfMr. Hurley," saidthecaptain,as thebQatswalastrdked 

down his hair, as a mark of respect, when he altered the cabin, 

**are the cots aB finished?" * 

" All finished, -your. Honour, and slung, excepi the oi^e for the 

babby: Had not I better get a piec^ of duckfor that ? " 
**No, no— number seven wiji do as well ; Mrs. C jvants 

^ome fearnought, to put down iif the entrance, hall." * 

"Yes, your Honour." ' . ,. ' 

" And some cod-lines lajd up for clotheslines. " 
" Yes, your Honour." . • ' . 

** Stop, let me look at my list — * Knife-tray, meat-screen, leads for 

window-sashes.'— Ah ! have you any band-lead& npt on charge ? ". 
" Yes, your HcMiour, four or five." 
" Give them to my steward—* Small chair for Ellen— canvass 

for veranda.'— Oh! here's soqiething else— Jiave you any painted 

<^vass.?" V 
*f Only a waist^hammock-cloth. Sir, ready fitted." 
** We must e3^|>^nd that ; ' * no old on diarge.' Send it on shore 

to the cottage, and I shall want some pitch.'-' 

.^* We've lots of that, yoqr Honour." j 

" That vrill do, iHv. Hurley ; desire the sentry to tell my steward 

to come here.'* 

" Y^, your Hgnour." (Exit boatswain, and enter stewsfrd.) 
This^*personag^ belonged to the party of marines who had been 

drafted into the $^p — for Captain Capperbar's economical propen- 
sities would not allow him to hire a secvant brought up to the 

^tuation, who would have demanded wages, independent of the 
ship's pay. fiavingbeen well drfliled at barracks, he never an- 
swered any question put to him by to officer without recovering 
himself from his usual ''stand at ease" position— throwing shoul- 
ilers back, his nose up in the air, his arms down his sides, and the 
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palms of hk bands flattened 06 his tly|lis. His replies were given 
with all the brevity that the question wo^fd admit, or rapid articu- 
lation on his own part would enable him to confer. ^ 

*' Thomas, are the sugar ^md cocoa ready to go on shore ?*** 
."Yes, Sir/' ^ * 

** Don't forget to seiid that letter to Mr. Gibson, for the ten 
dozen port and sherry." ' . , , ' - 

*'No, Sir/' 

** When itcomes on board, you'll bring it on shore, a dozen at a i 
time, in the h^ir trunk. " 

"Yes, Sir." ^ 

" Mind you' don't let any of the hay peep outside." ' 

"No, Sir." 

* * Has the cooper 'finished the washing^tid>s ? " * . 
^ . " Yes, Sir," 

'^ And the small kids?" 

"No, Sir." 

#Have you inquired among the ship'scompany for a gardener ? " 

" Yes, Sir, there's a marine kept the garden of the major in the 
barracks." , . , 

." Doii^t- forget to bring him en shore." 

"No, Sir." 

" Recollect, too, that Mrs. Capperbar wants some -vinegar — the 
boatSMfain's is the best— ^nd a gallop or two of rum — and *you 
must com some ,beef. The harness cask may remain on shore, 
and the cooper must make me another." 

"Yes, Sir/' ' ' . 

* * Master Henry'* trousersr^are th^ finished yet ? " 

" No, Sir, Spriggs is at them now. Bailly and James are making 

Miss Ellen's petticoats." ^ 

".And the shoes for Master John — are they finished ? " 
' "Yes, Sir." ■ - V 

"And Master Henry's?" • ^ 

" No, Sir. Wilsonsaysthathe has tpstMaster Henry's measure." 
*^ Careless scoundrel ; he shall have four-water grog for a vveek ; 

and, Steward,'take three bags of bread on shore, and forty pounds 

of flour." . ^ 

" Yes, Sir." ' ' . ' 

" That's all.— Oh, no— don't fdrget to send some peas on shore 

for the pig." 
" Nq, S*r," and the steward departed to execute his variety of 
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The present first-lieutenant of the Aspasia, who, upon the pro- 
motion of the former, had been selected by Captai^ M pi*eviotts 

to his quitting the ship, was an exdellent officer,' and pleasant 
light-hearted messmate, very superior in talent and information to 
themany. * ' 

The conduct of Captam Capp^rbar was a source of annoyance to 
him, as he frequently could not command the services of the dif- ' 
ferent artificers when they were required for the ship. He had, 
however, been long eitough in the .service to be aware (hat it waa^ 
better to make the best of it, than to create enemies by impeaching 
the conduct of his superior officer. As the command of Captain 
Capperbar was but temporary, he allowed him to proceed without 
expostulation, contenting himself with turning his conduct mto a 
source of conversation and amusement. 

' "Well, Prose, how do you like the new skipper?" inquired 
Seymour, soon after ^is arrival on board. ^' 

" Why— I do declare, I can hardly tefl. He's*a very good-tem- 
pered man ; but he "don't exactly treat us midshipmen as if we were 
officers or gentleman ; and as for hi^ wife she is really too bad. I 
am sent every day on shore to the cottage, because I belong to the 
captain's gig. They never ask me to sit down, but set me to work 
some how or another— the other day he had a boat's crew on shore, 
digging up a piece of ground for planting potatoes, and he first 
shewed me how to cut the eyes, and then gave me a knife, and or- 
dered me to finish tfie whole bag which lay in the field, and to see 
that the men worked properly at the same time. I neyer cut po- 
tatoes into little bits before, except at table after they were boiled.*' 

"Well, that wastbo bad; but, however, you'll- know how to 
plant potatoes In future — there's n(^inji[like knowledge." 

" And then he sends the nurse and children for an ^ring, as he 
calls it,, on the water, and I aip obliged to take them. ( don't like 
pulling maid servants about." - 

. ** That's quite a matter of talte, Prose ; some midshipmen do.** 

** Whfilt do you think Mrs. Capperbar asked me* to do the other 
day?" ' 

** I'm sure I can tgj^ess." 
• " Why, to shell peas." 

"WeU, did you oblige her?".. > 

" Why, yes, I did ; but I did not like it,— and the other day the 
captain sent me out to walk with the nurse and children, that I might 
carry Master Henry, if he was tired." • . . 

" They have observed the versatility of your genius." 
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. ^* She made me hunt the hedges for a whole morning after eggij 
because she was cobvmced that one of the hens Is^d astray." 

"Did you find any?" 

'' No, and when I came back to tell her so, she got into a rage, 
and threatened to make the captain flog.me." 

** The devil she did!" 
' ** A devil she is," x^ntinued Prose. ** She runs about the house 
—* Captain Capperbar' this,— * Captain Cappecbar ' that—* I will' 
*— *I will not'— '1 insist*— * I am determined;' But," continued 
Prose, *^as you belonged to the captain's gig before, you will of 
course take her again, and I shall be very glad to give the charge 
up to^you." , . 

" Not for the worlds my dear Prose : what may insure your pro- 
motion would be my ruin. I never nursed a child or shelled a pea 
in my life ; the first J should certainly let fall, and the second I pro- 
bably should eat for my trouble. So pray continue at your post of 
honour, and I wiU'go fbr the fresh beef every morning, as you were 
accustomed to do when we were last in port." • 

Captain M did not receive the inunediate benefit >?hich he had 

anticipated from a return to hi^ native land. Bath, Cheltenham, 
Devonshire, and other places were recommended one after the 
other by th]^ physicians, until he was tired of moving frotn place to 
place. It was nearly two yearsi before he felt his health sufficiently 
re-established to- resume the command of the Aspasia, during 
which period, the patience of his officers was nearly exhausted : and 
not only was aU the furniture and fitting up of the cottage complete, 
but Captain Capperbar had provided himself with a considerable 
stock of materials for repairs and alterations. At last a letter from 
the captain to Macallan gave tbe welcome intelligence that he viras 
to be down at Portsmouth in a few'days« and that the s\np v?as or- 
dered to fit for. foreign servioe. 

We must not omit to mention here, that during these two years 
Seymour had been able to procure fiiequent leave of absence, which 
virasinvariablypassedat theM^Elvinas : and that the terms of intimacy 
on which he was received at the hall, and his oonstant intercourse 
with Emily, produced an effect w'hicha more careful mother would 
have guarded against The youth of eighteen and the girl of sixteeii 
had feelings very different fr^qi those which had actuated them on 
their first acquaintance : and Seymour, who was staying at the M^El- 

vinas when the expected arrival of Captain M ^was announced, 

now felt what pain it would be to part with Emily. The intelli- 
• gence was communicated in a letter from Prose,- when he was sitting 
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alone with M^Etvina, and the bare Mea of separation struck him to 
thehearu • ^ • . 

M^Elvina^ who Jiad oflen expresseTl his opinion on tha subject to 
his wife, had been anxious that our liero should be sent on a foreign 
station, before he ^ad allowed a passion to take so deep a i^oot in 
his heart that, to eradicate it, would be a tasl^of great effort and 
greater pain. Aware, from the flushed face of Seymour, of what 
wasjjttssing within, he quietly introduced the subject, by obsen*ig 
that, m aH probability, his fevourite, Emily, would be married pre- 
vious tofhis return — pointing out that an heiress of so large a pro- 
perty would have a right to expect to unite herself with one in the 
highest rank of society. 

Seymour covered his face with his hands, as he leant oyer the 
table. He had no se^ret&from M*Elvma, and acknowledged the 
truth of th© observation. • "1 have brought up the subject, nay 
dear boy," continued MiSlvina , " because I have not been blind, 
and I am afraid that you v^ill cherish a feeling ^hich-can only end 
in disappomtment. She is a sweet girl ; but you must, if possible^ 
forget her. Reflecta moment. You are an orgjian. without mor 
ney, and without family, although not without friends, which you 
have secured by your own merit ; and you have only your courage 
and your abilities to advance you in the service. Can- it, then, ^ 
expected, that her parent^ wouU consent to an union — or would it 
be honourable in you, to take any advantage of her youthful pre- 
possession in your favour, and prevent her from reaping those ad- 
vantages that her fortune and faniily entitle her to? *! 

Seyjhourfdtbitterly the justice of the remark ; afew teai^ trickled 
through his fingers, but his mind was resolved. He bad thought to 
have declared his love before his departure, and have obtained an. 
acknowledgment on her part ; but he now made a firni resolution to 
avoid and to forget her. ** I shall follow your advice, my dear 
Sr, for it is that of a friend* who is careful of my honojur ; but if you 
knew the state of mind that I am^ in ! — ^How foolish and inconside- 
rate have I been! — I will not see her again." 

** Nay,. that woqld be acting wrongly ; it would be quite unpar- 
donal^ «after the kindness which you have received from Mrs.. 
KainsQOurt, not to call and wish them farewell. You must do it^ ' 
SeynuMn"' It will be an exertion, I acknowledge ; but, if I mistake 
not his.character, not tod great a one for William Seymour. Good 
night,- my d«ir boy." 

On the ensuing morning, Seynloar, who had fortified himself in 
his good resolutions; walked to the hall to. announce his approach- 
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iag departure on foreign serviceTaQd to taka fajs farewell, bis 
last farewell, of Eftiily. He found the carriage at the^door,^aiid 
lfr%^ Rainscourt in her pelisse* and bonnet, abojit to pay a^ visit at 
some distapee. She was sorry at the information, for Seymour was 
a great favourite, and delayed her departure for a quarter of an 
hour to converse wijth him; at the ^d of whicb^ Emily, who had 
been walking, came into the library. Gommunicatiag the intelli- 
gttUce to her daughter, Mrs. Rainscourt then bade him faynRell, 
and expressing many wishes for his health and bappiae^lFwas 
hsmd^ by him into the carriage, and drove off, leaving ||eymour 
toxetm*n to the library, and find himself— the very position he bad 
wished to avoid— alone with Emily. 

£mily Rainscourt was, at. this period, little more *tban sixteen 
years old ; but ii is well known that, in some faniilies, as in some 
countries, the advance to- maturity isunuch more rapid than in 
others. Such was the case with our heroine, v^ho, from bier ap- 
pearance, was generally supposedr to b^ at least two years older 
thaj^ she really was, and iii her mind she was even more advanced 
than in her person. / ' 

Seymour returned to the library, where, he found Ei^ily ufKm 
\he sofo. Her bonnet had been thrown off, and the tears ibac 
\^ere. coursing down her cheeks^ were hastily brushed away at bis 
entrance. He perceived it, and f^lt his case to be still more em- 



' '^ When do you go, William ? " said Emily, first breaking silew^. 

** To-morrow ^orning. • 1 have catfed to return my thanks to 
your mother, and to you for your kindness to me J— I shall ever 
remember it with gratitude.'* 

Emily made no answer, but a deep sigh escaped. 

" I shall," continued Seymour, ** be away perhaps for years, mud 
It is doubtful if ever we meet again. Our tracks in life are widely 
different. I am an orphan, without name or connection— or evwi 
home, except through the kindness of my friends ; they were right 
when, in my childhood, they christened me the "King's Own," fcMP 
I belong to nobody else. You, Miss Rainscourt" (Emil^ started, 
.for it was the first time, that he had ev^. called her so, after the 
first week of tfidr acquaintsfhcf), " wkh every advantage which IJhis 
world can afford, win soon be called into society, in which I never 
^can have any pretence to enter. You v^U, in all probability, form 
a splendid connection before (if ever) we meet agam. You tai^e 
my prayers, and shall have them,»wheft seas, divide us, for your 
happiness.'' ' ' 
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Seyipour^wa$ so choked by his feelings, that he could say no 
more— and Emily burst into tears. • <> 

"Farewell, Emily! God in Heaven bless you,'* said SeyAour, 
recgvering his self-possession. , 

Emily, who could not speak, offered her hand. Seymour could 
not control himself ; he pressed her lips with fervour, and darted 
out of the room. 

^ Emily watched him, until he .disappeared at the winding of the 
avenue, and then sat down and wept bitterly. She thought that he 
was unkind, when he ought to have been most fond — on the eve of 
a protracted absence. He might have staid a little longer. He 
had never behaved so before, and she retired to her room, witb 
her heart panting with anguish and disappointment. She felt how 
much she loved him,, and the acknowledgment was embittered by 
^he idea that this feeling was pot reciprocal. 

The next morning when the hour had passed af which ^yn^ur 
bad stated that he was to leave the spof , Emily bent her steps to 
the cottage, that she might, by conversation with her friend Mrs. 
M'Elvina, obtain, if possible, some clue to the motives which' had in- 
duced our hero to behave as we have narrated. 

Susan was equally anxious to know in what manner Seymour 
had conducted himself, and soon obtained from Emily the infdth 
matioi^ which she required. She then pointed out to her, asTher 
husband had done to Seymour, the improbability, if not impossi- 
bility, of any happy result to their intimacy, and explained the 
honourable motives by which Seymour had been actuated, — the 
more commendable, as his feelmgs on the subject were even more 
acute than her'own. 

The weeping girl felt the truth of her remarks, as far as the Jus- 
tification of Seymour was attempted. Satisfied with the knowledge 
that he loved her, she paid little attention to the more prudent part 
of the ad^c^, and made a resolution in hi^ favour, which, as well 
as her attachment (unlike most others formed during the freshness 
of the heart), through time and circumstance, absence on his part, 
temptations on hers, continued steadfast and immoveable to the last» 
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CHAPTER XLIL 



Firvt Moloch, horrid king« besmear'd ^tb blood 
Of human sacrifice, and parent's tears ; 
Though, for the noise of drums and timbrds loud. 
Their children's cries unheard. 

Milton. 



Once ^ore the As{)asid flew upon the wmgs of the northern gale»» 
to ^ure her country's dominion over for distant seas ; and many 
an anxious eye, that dwelt upon the receding shore, and many an 
aching heart, that felt itself severed from home and its endear- 
ments; did she carry away in her rapid flighty Some there were, 
to whom the painful reflection presented itself—" Shall I e'er be- 
hold those cherished shores again ? *' 

*This, however, was but a transitory feeling, soon chased away by 
Hope, who delights to throw her sunny beams on the distance, 
whQe she leaves the foreground to the dark reaKty of life. All felt 
deeply, but there was none whose mental sufferings could be com- 
pared with those of .Seymour. 

Captain M opened his sealed orders, and found that hQ was 

directed to proceed forthwith to the East Indies. He had he&k 
prepared for this, by indirect hints given to him by the First Lord 
of the Admiralty. There is nothing so tedious as making a pas- 
sage, and, of all others, that to the East Indies, is the most disa- 
greeable, especially at the tijne of which we are writing,* when Sir 
H. Popham had not added the Cape of Good Hope ta the colonial 
grandeur of the country, — so that, in fact, there was no resting 
place for the wanderer, tired with the unvarying monotony of sky 
and water. We shall, therefore, content ourselves with staling, 
that, at the end of three months, his Majesty's ship Aspasia dropped 
her anchor in Kedgeree Roads, and the captain of the same pilot 
schooner, who had takQn charge of her off the Sand-Jieads, was 
put in requisition to convey Captam M — - and his despatches up 
to Calcutta. Courtenay, Macallan, and Seymour were inviteSd to 
be of the party; and the next morning, they shifted on board the 
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pilpt schooner; and commended the ascent of the' magnificent [and ' * 
ra|»d Hoogly. * 

The pQot captain, who, IHte all those who ply in this dangerou^ .* 
and intricate navigation, bad beenbrought up to it from his yotith, ' 
was a tall gaunt personage, of about, fifty years of age, and familiar 
is hisWani^r. Whether he Bad found some difficulty in keeping * 
in dieck tho passengers from the Indialfnen, who he had been in 
the- habit oif taking up to Calcutta, (whose spirits wece, in all pro-. 
bd)ility, rather buoyairtupon th^r first release from' the confine- * 
ment of a tedious passage), or wlielhef frbrii a disposition naturall^ 
^fraid of en(»*oac^nie9t,^he was ince^ntly informing you that ** hQ 
was o&ptain of his own ship/' Althbu^' in all othej* pants he was 
poiil^, yet upoi^this he }^dno respect to persons^ $srthe governor- 
general anti his^taff, much to their amusement, and. occasionally to 
didr annoyance, founji ^o be the case, whto they ascen'ded the 
river undei" his charge. " " * •' ' 

*sHappy toi see you 6n board. Captain M — — . .Hope you will 
makeyoursdfcomfbrtaMe, and call for every thing you want. Boy, ' 
t^e this trunk' down into the state caUn. Happy.' to see you,. 
Clentlemen, and bSg you will consider youf solves quite at home— 
at the*same time beg to ebsierve that I'm * Captain of my 9wn ihip.' " 

* ' S5 you ought to be," replied daptain M -j smiling, * *^if your 

ship vvas no larger than k nutshell. Tn^.captain of my own ship, I 

• can assure 3^." * , ' \ - 

*'\ety glad we agree upon that pomt. Captain M-^^ — . Young 

• tientlemsm," continued he, addressing himself to Coprtenay, * * you'U 
ddige meby not coming to an aiM*or on my hen-coops. If ypu 
wish to sit down, you can cafi for a bhair.'^ ' ' * , 

^* Rathei: aAoying," muttered GOurtenay,- who did liot much like 
being caHed ** young gentleman." , 

* ** A ctaur for the young gentlemian," continued the captain of the , 
schboner. "St^oarda fitlle. Mr. Jones—there is rather too . 
niuch cable out, till the tid6 makes stronger. I pi'esume you are* 
not used tokedgmg. Captain. It's a y^ry pretty thing, as you will ' 
acknowledge. Starboard yet. Give her the helm quick, Mr^ 
Xbompson. Why, Sir, do you.know that I was once very nearly 
on shore on the tail of- this very bank, because a young lady, 
who was going up to Calcutta, would take tliehelm. The mate 
coold not prevent her>- sherefused'to Jetit go, and, when I com- 
maoided h^^ told im, with a laugh, that she ooulcl steer as wdl as I . 
cbttldL* I was .obliged to prove to her, in rather an unpleasant 
mwner, that 1 was captain of my own ship." 
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* '•Why, you (fid notflog.her, did you, Captaitf ?*' ' 
V Wl\y, no, not exactly th^, but I was obliged to Jerk the wheel 
•.round so quick, that I sprained both hep Wrists beforeshe had time 
to let it go. It very near produced' a mutiny. The girl fainted, 
or pretended to do so, and all /the gentlemen passengw&were in 
.high wrath-r-little thinking, the fools; that I had saved their li^esby 
what they called my barbarity. However, I told them, as soon as Ihe 
danger was oyer, that I was captain of my 6wn ship. Sweet, pretty 
girl tooi — 6he was. We wene within Im inph of the bank, the tide 
ruiminglike a sliiice, and' should have turned the* turtle, the mo- 
ment that we had struck ;> Su^h a thing. as. carrying politeness tOQ 
:£ar: If I had not twisted the >^heel out of her hands as I did, in 
two minutes, more the alligators would^iave divided,l)er prfetty^car- 
' cass; and e9I the rest of us to boot) . No occasion ior that, Captahi 
M-^ — . Thei^'s plenty of. black fellows fpr them 09atiiig up and 
down aBtiay long, ^s you wijl see." • \ • 

• * * They throw all the dead into the river,' do they nojt f " . . 

* ' All, Sir. This is a cpntiouation of ihe sacred river,' the Gan- 
ges, and they believe that it insures their going to H^ven. Have 
you never* |D!eeninIn(^/[a before., Sir?" . * 

"Never*" • ; ' ,», './■ * •; 

" Nor these three gentlemen ? " 

** Neither 6f them." f . , . ' . 
. ** Oh, then,"^ried t^e eaptalhf his fiice brightening up at the in- 
tefligence, as it gave him an opportunity of indulging hj his long 
stories, and at the sahip time of amusing his passenge;*s ; ** then,^ ' 
perhaps, you would nDt.obJ^t to my explaining things to you as we 
go '.along?" \ ' . ' ; ' \# 

" On the contiiary, we shall feel much indebted td^ou." 
• .; **XM)serve," said the captain, loolung round as if to find an 
bbject to decide 4iini where* to b^gin— "xio' you *see that body 
floating down the river, \Wth thie crow perched ^ijpon it, and that 
•black thiiig flush with the water's edge, which nears it so fast? — 
ttait's the head.of an alligatbr ; he is in chase of it." 

• The party directed their attention to.the object ; the alligator, 
which had the ^pearance of a ]pi^e pf black wood floatmg down 
the stream, closed witbthe body, his upper jav^ rose ckarout of 
the water^ anddescendM upon his prey, with which he immediately 
disappeared under the muddy water. 

**By the Lord, Mr. Crow, but youd a narrow chance then," 
observed the captain ; " you may thank your stars tW you did not 
lose your life as. well as your'^breakfa^t. Don't you think so. 
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young Gentleman," continued the captain, acftressing Cduptenay. 

" I think," observed Courlenay, *UhatMr. Crow was not exact- 
ly captain of his own ship/" * ' • 

" Very truie, Sir. That poiht of land which we are just shutting 
in, Gslptain M-'-t — , is the end of Saugor Island, famous for Bengal 
tiger^ and more famous once for^the sacrifice of children^ You 
have heard of it?" • ' ' " . 

* ." I have heard of it;, but if you have everwitnessed the scene, I 
shall'be obliged by your narration."^ * 

" Idid onc6, Captain BT— ', but nodimg would e.ver induce me' 
to witness it again. . 1 am very glad thatg9^ernment has put a stop 
to it by force. You are aware that the custom arose from the 
natives attempting to avert any present or anticipated calamity^ by 
Voting a chUd.to propitiate the^^eity. On a certain day th^y. all 
asseiid^led' in boats, with 'their victims, attended by, their priests 
and ftiusic, and decorated with flowers. The gaiety of the proces- 
sion would have induced you to imagine* that it was some joyous 
f^tival, in^ead of ^ scene of Superstition and of blood. It would 
dmost have appeared aS if the alligators and sharks were aware of 
the exact time arid pliice, from the numbers that were collected at 
the spot where the^ immolation took place. 'Jj[y blood curdles now 
tvhen I think of it. The crfes of the natives, the shouting and en- 
couraging of the priests,' the deafenine nois^ of the tom-toms, 
mix^ with the piercing har&h music of the country, the hurling 
.and tossing of the poor little infants into the water, and the splasl}- 
mg and contention of ^he ravenous creatures' as they tore them 
Umb from limb,* within a few feet of their unnatural parents — th^ 
whole sea tinged vnth blood, aftid, strewed with flowers ! The v^ry 
remembrance is sickening to .me. '' . , ' • 

"One circumstan^je occurred, more horrid than iall the rest. A 
woman had devoted her chjld— but she had the feelings of a mo- 
ther, which were not to be controlled by the blindest superstition. 
From time to time she had postponed the fulfilment of the vow, • 
until the child had grown into a woman-rfor she was thirteen 
years'oldi which in this country is the marriageable age. Mis- 
forUine came on, and the husband was t6ld by the pHosts that the 
deity was offended, and that the daughter must be sacrificed, or he 
vvould not be appeased. ; She was a beautiful creature for a natiye, 
ind was, to have been married about the very lime that she was 
now to bfe sacrificed. I see her nowr-she was dark in complexion, 
as they all are, but her features were beautifully small and regular/ 
afidbet* form, was perfect symmetry. They took off the gold ov* 
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nameiib with >vliictf she was decorated, and, in their avaric^, 
removed her garments, as she implored and entreated on her kneqs 
in vain. The boJit that she \fas iq*, v^as closer to the shore than 
the (5thei*s, and in shallow water. Tbeyforced her ovier the gunnel 
—she alighted on her feet, the water bemg up to her middle, and, 
by a miracle, escaped, before a shark or alligator could reac^ her, 
apd gained the beach. I thought that she was saved, and felt more 
happy than if I had receiveda sack of rupees. But nd— they landed 
ffqm the boat, and pushed her into the water with long poles, 
while she* screamed for pity. A lirge'alligj^tor Swam up to her, 
and she fell senseless with frightj just before he received her in 
his jaws. So I don t'thml? the poor creature jsuffered much rfter 
that, jaltbough the agony of anticipation must have been worse 
than the r^ity. That one instance affected me more than the 
' scores* of infants that were sacrificed to Moloch;" 

Distressing as the narrative was, there was a novelty and intfenest 
in it, and a degree of. feeling unexpectedly sljewn by the captain of 
.Ihe pilot vessel, that raised him in the opinion* 6f Gaptaih'M — -•, 
who became anxious to obtain further infotoattion. • 

*'They consider the river as sacred— do you imagine that they 
consider the alligators to be so?*' ' . •• -' . 

*'rr^her think, that they do, Sir, aTthoughf only judge fronl 
what Ihave seen, ias I have i^d nothing about it. Atall, events, 
the presence of an alligator will not prevent them from performing 
a customary duty of their religion, which is bathing in the sacred 
river. The^ people come down to baitie at the different ghaut», and 
if an alligator takes one of them down, it will not jJreventthe others 
from returning the next morning, eVen if one was to be taken away 
each succeeding day. 'I rather think that, in the disdiarge ofa 
*sacred duty, they consider all accidents of this kind as according to 
the will of the deity, ^md?i sort of passport to heaven. A party 
of murderous villaihs turned this feelmg of their countrymen to 
. good account^ at a ghaut up the coqntry . The natives had bathed 
there for centuries without any accident on record, when, (me day, 
a wonm disappeared under the water, from amongst the rest, and 
. every day for many weeks, the sariie untoward circumllance oc- 
curred. ' It was supposed to be an alligator— but it was afterwiirds 
ascertained, that this party of thieves had concealed themselves in 
the jungle, on the opJKJsite side of the river,.which at that part was 
deep, but not very vrtde, and had a rope with a hook to it, extended 
under water to the ghaut. where the peqple bathed: Some of the 
gang mingled with the bathers, and slipping dOwn^imder 'water. 
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mad^ ibe.rope fast to the legs of one of tke;- women, who was 
immediately hauled imder the water by bis comrades, concealed on 
the opposite side. You may be womlering why the rascals took 
so much trouble ; htat, Sir, the women of this country, specially 
those of Jbigh caste,, and who are rich, wear massive gold bangles 
upon their arms and legs, besides 'ornaments of ^reat* value on 
other, parts of their person, and they never take them off, when 
they l^the, as they are fest^ed on so as not to be removed/ tt 
was fromthe observati(Mi, that thissupposed alligator was very nice 
in his eating, sis he invariably took away a Brachmany, or a Rajah- 
• poot girl, that the pkrt was discovered. We are now abreast of th« 
, Diamoiid Harbour, a sad unhealthy place, I can assui^e you. Port 
alittle^Mr. Jones— ^ve five oi* six fathom» more cable,, we drag 
toe fast. This^isra very dangerous porner that weare turning now. 
When we ai*e about ^ght miliSs above, we shall bring up, and go 
to. dinner. I beg your pardon, young Gentleman, but Fll thank 
you to leave the compasses alone. Ypu'll excuse me, but I com- 
qaand this vcjssel." .. • * . 

Th0 pilot schooner roimded the point in safety, and in less than 
mi hour* brought up abreast of a large village. ^ The captain stated, 
tKat before dinner wis over, the tide would be tcK) slack to go fur- 
ther on, ^nd that he should rtsmain there during the ebb, and not 

weigh till early the next inorning. If, therefore, Captain M- 

and the gendemen felt inditied to take a stiroil after dinner, a boiit 
was at their service. ^ . '. 

This was gladly assented to, and when dilmer was over, the cap- 
tain of the sdioo&er ordered the boat to be manne(}, and, att*he 

request of Captain M -, accompanied them' on ^hore. On their 

landing, the flocking together of the inhabitants^ and ttie noise of 
die nmac, announoed that something more than usual was going on . 
(ki inquiry, the {rilot caji^n informed them, . that the rajah of the 
*yi&age, who had ascended the river to perform his vows at some 
dyijStafit shrine, had not returned at the time that he wa^ expected, 
and that the natives were afraid that some accident had occurred/ 
and were in consequence propitiating the deity. 

" Yott will now hav6 an opportunity of beholding a very uncom- 
me^ "sight, which is the propitiatory dance to Shivu. There is no 
occasion for hurrying on so fast*, young Gentleman," continued the 
captain to Courtenay ; " they will continue it till midnight." 
V > " How excessively aonoying that *ca*p^n'of his ow6 ship* is," 
observed Cpurtenay to Macallan. *^ 'Young gentleman ! ' As if he 
could not see my epaulet." . •* 
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*' And yet there^ i^ nothing partkniiarly to be al^onted a))OQt. 
You have a v^ry youthful appearance, and surdy you are not dis- 
pleased at being called a gentleman." 

*^ Why, no ; but that is the reason why I am annoyed, because I 
cannot take it up." 

The party soon arrived' at Uhe site of the performance, which 
was on a small arena at xbe foot of a pagoda. The pagoda, which 
was nOl; large, 'was evidently of very ancient date, and the carvings 
in ba»-relief, which were continu^ round on its sides, represent- 
ing processions in honour of the deity, were of a description mufch 
superior to the general, execution of the Hindoos. Tlie summit' 
hs^d bowed to tifae ; perishable art had yidded to eternal nature— 
a small tree, of the acacia specie, baid usurped its place, and as it 
wayed its graceful boughs to the breeze, appeared like a. youthfiil 
queen reigning over ami protecting the various shrubs and plants 
which'Iuxuriatedin the djff^reut crevices of the building. 
' The dance w^ performed by about fifteon men, who wefe per- 
fectly narked, tb^r.Jong hair falUng below their- waists; They 
went through a variety of rapid and strange evolutions, with a 
remarkable degree of precision, .throwing about their hands and 
arms, and distorting their bodies, even to their fingers, in a dex- 
terous and abnost terrific manner* *^ . • • 

Sometimes they would suddenly form a^ circle, ahd, with a. simul- 
taneous jerk of tbeir heads, thrOw their long hair, so that the ends 
would for a moment all meet togetherjnlhe centre; at other times, 
rolling their heads upon their shoulders with such astonishing velo- 
city, that the eye was dazzled as they flew round and round, 
their hair radiating abd divergmg like the thrumbings of a mop-, 
when trundled by sonie strong-Imibed housemaid. Their motions, 
were regulated by the tom-toms, while an old Brahmin, vrith a' 
ragged white beard, sat perched over the door of the pagoda, 
and, with st small piece of bamboo, strudi upon the palm of his* 
left hand, as he presided over me whole ceremony. After a few 
minutes of violeift exertion, he gave the sigasA to stop, and the pe^ 
formers, reeking with perspiration from every pore, bound up 
their wet hair over their foreheads, and made room for andlher set, 
who repeated the same evolutions. * # 

" Is this religion? *' inquired Seymour of Macallan, with some 
astonishment. \' 

" That 18 a difficiih mi^stion, to answer in few words. We must 
hope that it wiU b^ accepted as such, for its votaries are, at least, 
sincere.'' #, . ' . 
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'^ Ohl up q»e cast deiiy ^ewaiinth*o( tbrir ^ptkm, *' dbs^ved 
Courteriay, drUy. ; * • . ' 

The extreme heat and effluvia frcwn the crowds of natives, who * 
witnessed^ the'performance, forced Captain M—- ^ and hisLCompa- 
moifs unwillingly to abandon a scenq so novel to an European^ 
At the proposal of their conductor* they agreed to continue their, 
walk to the outskirts of the village.' •^ ; * 

^ '" I have often b^en ashore at this rviHage, " said 1;he captain, 
*^for they make the sipall^mats here ^ich are much in request at 
Oucutta, ahd I have frequent commissions for them. I can she^ 
you a iovdty, if you wish, but I warii you that it will not be? a 
' very agreeable sight. The nullah that' runs up here, frequently 
leaves ^the dead bo^es on the bank. It is now half-ebb, and if 
you wish, td be introdciced to vultures and jackals, I can shew 
you plenty. But prepare yourselves for a disgusting sight,, fdr 
these animals do' not congregate without a cause/' 
• . " To prey 'on the 4pad bodies, I presume? " replfed Captain 
M— . — : **but as I haven^er seen these animals in their wild^tate, 
my cunosity bears down aiiy anticipation of disgust. Let me i;i6t,! . 
however, influence thosewbo.donotfeelinclinedto encounter it.'* 

** After Witnessing that dance," observed Courtenay, taking a 
pinch of .snuff, " I4m fully prepared fbr any supper — it is impos- 
sible to be more disgusting." • 

Macdlan and Seypaotir haying expressed a wish to proceed, the 
pilot captain led the way : obserang,-^ * 'These aiiimals are very 
necessary in.the climates to vfhich they are indigenous; they do 
the duty on shore which the alhgators do in the water— that of . 
public soivenger^., The number. of bodies that ar6 launched into, 
the Ganges is incredible, - If a Hindoo is siek,-he is brought down 
to the banks by his.relativeis^ and if he does not recover, is thrown 
into the river. It is said,.ind^, that if they are known to have 
money, their relatives do not wait till nature tires mtli her own 
exertions, but stop lil^ mouths with day, to prevent the possi- 
bility of. recovery. 'SiBre is a istrorig eddy round this point, and 
the bodies are swept into the nullah, and lie dry at the ebb. " 

" What do you call a pullah ? " inquired Seymour. 

^^ A nullah means a creek. " ^ / / 

** I was so stupidly proud tj|pt I did not Kke to ask ; but as Sey- 
mour basset the example," added, Courtenay, "pray what is a 
ghatit?" .- 

^^ A landiiijgf places. See, there ariBsome vultures perched* 
upon that tree,'' contihped the |^t captain, as^th^y ascended the 
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pauik of the oulbih^ A^^soon aa tlMy arrived ia the lo(^ Uiey per- 
ceived, *o their horror^ sevei^ oreig^t bodies lying in l6e- mud, 
^^urrounded by vultures and jackals virho, indiscriminately mingled 
together, Mjere devouring them. . ' . 

As they approached, the jackals retreated, looking repeatedly 
1)4ck, and somttim^ facing round to the party, as if to inquire 
why tl^ey disturbed them inrtheir repast> Hie vultures, on the 
contrary, did not attempt to move, luitil Mjtcallan approa<cfaed 
yithin a few feet, and then>Aose<who could retired a few yacds, 
or. took thei^ stations on the low. braicbes of a tree close b^ where 
others,, who were abeady satiated, .were sitting vnth woping 
wings, waiting for a return of appetite to recommence their ban- 
quet; others were so gorged, that. they copld not wsd^away. 
With their wings, trailing ip fbe mud, and their beaks separated, 
as if gasping for breath, their brilliamt eye dulled from repfetion 
— there they remained, emitting an effluvium so offensive that the 
numerous skeletons, and the mingled renins of mortality, wei'e 
pleasing^ compared to such disgusting 'specimens of Ifviug cor- 
ruption. * . . . ^. 
. The party viewed the scei^e for a minute or tv^wi^ioiu. speak- 
ing, and then turned a^ray by common consent, atid did not 
break silence until they bad left it far behind. • * . 

.'* I b^n to think,. " said Courtenay, talMng out his box, ** that 
even a savage may occasionaUy have an excuse for taking snuff. 
Did you ever, in your whola life, >come in contact vdtb^such a 
stench? Positiv^y it {las impregpated my snuff. There^sa;str(^ 
twang of the vulture in it," continued he, emptying the po&tems 
of the box up<Mi the ground. * * Now that's what 1 connder ; cur- 
sedly annoying." . , ^ . \ 

'' We have, indeed, both seen and beard enough for oae day, '' 
observed Captain M-^; — , as xhey >mered the boat. /'Many 
thanks to you, Mr* — ~, for your att^on to our widies. " 

'' Not at all. Captain M-^— . I am ^ftf sorry that my sigto 
have not been as agreeable as they are nov^; but when yoq arrive 
at Calcuttji, you will find novelty cdnoibinedwith pleasure. " 

After three days, which appeared, to have fled witfi extra rapi- 
dity, from the constantamusemept derived froi^ the anecdotes smd 
information imparted by the pilot taptain, they sailed up Garden 
Reach with a fine breeze; and the city of palaces, the only one 
tliat deserves its name, burk,- in all it& splepdour, upon their 
, Tsigbt. . 

But lam hot about to xlescrS^ it; reader, do not be alarmed. 
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A js BOt in *0iy proviilOe as a nov^ writer; aodi in^e it a pile ' 
never to4inerfere wilh apybody else, if I ican avoid it. Captain 
Hall, who has already cfene Noi$h dnd ^South America,- and Leo - 
Choo, will, I have no doul^, be hwe by. and by, taking Africa in 
Us way : and as I can msfke np my tfalee volundes of.fiction without 
treqpiassing upgn his matter of fact, I referyou, la his work when 
it 'appears, for a-description of this gorgeous monument of rapine, 
this, painted sepulchre o^crima. • -. 



. CHAPTER XLlll. 

The .unwieldy elephant, 
To make them mirth, used aU tiis might,'ahd wreathed * , 

Hi9 lithe i>robo8ci8. ^ 
.' ♦ •» 'v .'Hilton. 

• Captain M renaainied but a' few Idays at Calcutta, where he 

perceived little dMfer^wje, between th(^ society and that of England, 
remarl^io^ only,. that Uie^enttem^i were more hospitable, and the 
ladies drank more beer. But I am trespassing, notwithstanding 
my i»H)mise to the contrary, art the ^nd pf the last chapter. I. >^1 
th^efore be off at once^ before I atta decidedly guilty of a breach 
i^ faith. The Aspasiafs ordc^r^ were to^join the admiral, who had 
cpikted the Bay of Bengal, and prdt^eeded t6 Bombay, to avoid the 
monsiKm, which was about to set- in ; atid as there was no time to 
be tmif Captain M— — did not touch at M^adras, but made all pos- 
siUe haste to gain the tranquil side dF the Peninsula. The gover- 
itor-genecal had requested that he wouW caH at Travancore, to de- 
livw a letter and comjJimentary present to the rrfgning queen, 
who heW her possessions tributary to^ur govermtient. . 

The Aspasia anchored off the town, and was shoirtly afterwards 
boarded by (me (rf the mini/sters of the queen, a venerable mussul- 
man, who brought a.boat-load of compliments-and vegetables. He 
was aocompanied by one o^ two olbers, among whom was a very 
indifferent interpreter^. Captain M-t":— ^ who was anxious to Join 
4he admiral, ex^ctised himself, on the plea of ill health, from deliver- 
ing the pViesent and letter in pwson, arid expressed his wish to the 
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d^aty tMt be wqM take them in cfaai*ge, ^tiag, that bis services 
were required, elsewherje ; he requested that an answer to the letter 
nugbt be*sent'on board as'sOq^ s^ possible. ' This was explained 
through the interpreter, aa^l Captain M-^— then inquired what time 
would probably -dsLpse^ before the ffiiswef would be sent. The re- 
ply \vas^^ili a Week, OMen days. 

** Ask him," said Captain M r, impa^imtly, ".whether it cainnot 

be sent to-ro6rr<5w morning, as lam anxious to proceed ? '^ , 
• After an exchange 6f several septencei between the.interpreter 
ai)d the deputy, wk> observed the most imperturbable gravity, the 
fpcmer replied to Captain M-= , .^ • 

" He say no, Sar. Little peo{^, jUke you and me, write letter 
very quick, all in one minute. Great people/lik'e king and queen, 
nbt possible write letter less than week or ten day. Not fosbfon 
. this country, Sar." •• 

The presents being placed in the ^oat, and the letter presented 
on a silver salver, the deputy made a low „salaam,*an(i 'departed. 
Captain M — — , aware that all attempts' to hapten them would be 
useless, made no further remarks on the subj^t. The next morn- 
-ing the same grave personage came On board, attended by the in- 
terpreter and his suite; with' many compUments from Iheir royal* 
mistress, who had sent a pfesent for tiie captain. During the tune 
of the delivery^ and interpretation of the inessage, the natives, who 
rowed in his boat, handed up a large black monkey, witl^ a long 
white beard extending over Us chin and shoulders. 

•The animal,;who did n^t seem' well pleased with his change of 
situation, and who was naturally of a vicious temperament, flew 
round and round the length of his tether, catchmg at the trowsers 
of the sailors with his paws and teeth, and using die latter without 
the least ceremony. - . 

" Queen say, Sar, — many complimetits, apd tell you it very-ftig^ 
casle monkey — very high caUe indeed, .Sar,-T-very fin^ present, 
Sar." ^ 

"It may be," observed* Captain M^ to the first^eut^nant ; 

" but I wish she had saved herself the trouble. I must not refuse 
it ; and what can we do with the brute ? " 

" It will amuse the men, S^* ; he seeips to have plenty of devil in 
him." * /. 

" Oh ! " roared Prose, t* I do declare he has bit a piece t)ut of my • 
leg. High caste, indeed. 1 should, like to giye him a high casU 
overboard." • 

"Reajly, Prose, that's not so bad," observed Seymour.' " Jerry 



Digitized by 



Google 



was correct in .bis asseHion that^ou had j^i^ty of wil^, ,only it v^» 
quired strong measures to extract,it from yon," 

*^ Queen say, Sar, write letter in five or six days, and^y, supj 
poso Captain Saib arid offices come on shore, order every body 
go hunt tiger. Queen tell people niak^ eyei^y thing proper. . Very 
fin^tijger.hunt, Sar." ' ' • ' , • 

. Captain M ,.>vhb was convinced that he nmst patiently await^ 

their own time, did not expostulate at Jthe delays Kdt wishing to 
avail himself of the offer, heTequested the officers wOuld^onsider 
themselves at liberty to accept the invitation, whijch was interided 
asa compliment,' and therefore ought not to be refused. . 

A large party wa& formed, who, on the ensuing day, accompa- 
nied by the deputy and his- suite, and provided with fowling-pieces 
andnuisketSy Janded at the town, where they were received by a 
few tom-tom's, and some hundreds of spectators. On their arrival 
at a hiouse which had been prepared for their reception, they found 
aspl^did breakfast awaiting them,* to ^hich they did as ample 
justice as a celebrated traveller to that which welcomed him at New 
York, although they did not, like him, revel to satiety, by plunging' 
into oceans of tea and cofSbe. ' , ' 

, Again, the talents of the . interpreter were called into action, to* ex- 
plain the reason why her majesty^ould not jreiceive them, which he . 
did by layii%.his hand across \vhat medipal men would term the 
abdominal re^on (or, as 'Mrs. Raimsbottbm would have said, ** her 
abominable region"), and informing them that the queen was not 
well there. > 

The piarty required no further explanation. Th^y expressed 
Hmr regrets, finished their breakfast, and then stated themselves 
ready to pro^ceed.' v . * 

r *'* Game not come yet, Sar— game not cpme till to-morrow." 

t* Well, then, we must gp tp jt," replied Courtenay. 

** Ah, gentleman riOt understand shoot in this country," continued 
the interpreter, who {hen, with $ome, difficulty, contrived to make 
them understand that about four thousand men had been summoned 
to drive the game dose to the town, and that, to 6nsurea sufficiency 
of sport, the sweep which they had taken was sp great, that they 
lyould not close in till the next morning. He added, tb$t as, per- 
haps, they »would like to see. the jungle, to which the game was to • 
J^ driven, horses and elephants had been prepared, and refresh- 
ments would be provided at any spot Where they might wish to 
alight. 

Macallan^ .who had provided himself wit)i his hammers, gnd other 
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ittplem^Hs^i'ec^iisite* in' the porsi^ of his favioiipite si^eoces^ mi- 
.«erajpgy aad geology, was not sorry for the 'delay, and the re- 
mainder* of the party were satisfied with the idea of a pleasant 
eiM^ui^on. J^vious to their setting off, a .variety of performers 
were order^ in to alnuse them with ieats of juggling and address, 
which, would have been acknowledged, if seen in England, to l^ve 
(^ surpassed those of the celebrated Ramoo Samee and his asso- 
ciates. , Amongst the rest,* Ihe majestic attitudes of the danciog 
snakes ^rticularly attract^ t^e attenticm of Macallan, who e&- 
.pressed to the interpreter his wish toprocur:e one of the species 
( the fanned 'c(^ra di capella ), with the fongs not extracted. The 
interpreter, after a few words' with the deputy; informed the Ax5- 
tor, with his usual, politeness, ^* that all the snakes in the country 
were at the service of the gentleman; but take care not let bite, 
because very high* caste snak^/'* ' . ' 

" What do they m'^an by calUngihe amnials of the eountry Mgh 
caste? " inquired Seymour of Macallan.- ' * I thought it was a term 
only applied to th^Brachmins and Rajahpoots." 
• ' " Both the monkey and th^ snake are ihdir^tly worshipped by 
these people,'* replied the doctor, "as'their supposed c^es xxre 
'represented to have assiuned these forms. The more vicioiis, or 
the more venomous, , tl^e higher they rank. The cobra di capella 
is^ I believe, the ipost venomous serpent that exists.'- 

^^I do declare diat that monkey deserves his rank," observed 
Prose, " I can hardly walk, as it is." 

"Well, but you can ride. Prose, and here are the horses.'* 

The horseiSy with three elq>hants, two with howdafas.on their 
backs, 'and the odier loaded mth a large tent, were now paraded 
before the door ; each horse yfM attended by his«yce, or groom, 
v^ho never quitted him, Jbui fanned away the flies with a' chovnr]^^, or 
whisk, formed of a horse's tail. Xhey .wa*e beautiful, animals, but 
jQCiuch t6o spirited for some of the party,' who felt alarm at the ver)' 
anticipation of the difficulty diey vrould higire' in retaining their 
seats. . 

• Prose, who had never been twice in his life on the back <>f any 
animal, was in sa^ tr^idation ; he looked first at the horses, who 
were plunging and rearing in the hands of the syc^, who could 
with difficulty restrain their impatience, and then at the elephants, 
whose stupendous size, flourisUng probosoes, projecting tusks, an^ 
small, keen eyes, equally filled hhn with dismay. . • * 

" I do declare," observed Prose, affecting an exlra limp, ** my 
leg is very bad. Ithink-r-" ... 
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*'Coine, come, Mr. Prose, no hauMi^ off; no leg-bail, if yoli* 
please," said Courtenay, who, with Seymour, was already mount* 
ed upon a spirited Arsibign; **take* your choice — but go you. 
must." ' r ' 

**^Well, then, if I must, which would' yon advise me to take?" ' 

" Take a horse,"'said Seymour, laughing ; ** of two evils always 
choose die least." • • , 

"Take an elephant, 'Mr. Prose," cried Courtenay^ **Tiis.size is 
double, Jbut hell giv6 yon less^ trouble." '-• : » 

** Why, tliat'« a rhyme, I do'd^elare ; but how ^all I get upon 
hisback?" / ^ 

. " Ob ! he'll take you up in his trdnk, and put you on." 

"Indeed he shall not,** cried Prose, retreating* some paces ; *' I 
say, Mr. Interpreter, how Jim I to get on the top of that great 
beast?'\ ' 

* * As you please, Sar . Suppose you like get up before, he lift up . 
his leg for you to dimb up* Suppose iyou like to get up behind, " 
be not say nothing. Suppose you wish go.up his middle, y6u ab 
ladder^^' ' * . • . 

" WfeH, then, Mr. Interpreter; I^hall feel very much obliged to 
yotf for a ladder.'** -* - 

A ladder was brought. Prose, -and Macallan, with his imjJe* » 
men'ts^ ascended to the howdah,* fixed on the back of the enormous 
brute* She remamdef of the pisirty being ready; they set off, aor 
companied by the depiil^, the interpreter, and several other hand-, 
somely attired natives, who, out of compliipent to the officers, had 
been ordered to attend them. . . • 

The country, Kfce most parts of India neai'^o the coSst, consisted' 
of paddy or rice fields, under Watci^, diversified with intersecting 
patches of jungle and high trees. Occasionally- they passed a 
deeper pool, where the buffaloes, with only their hortis and tips of 
Aeir noses to be sieen, lay, with the whole* of their enormous car- 
casses hid under the muddy w^tet*, to defeild thferaselve^ from thei 
attadks of the mosquitoes, and the powerful rays of the sun: 

** Look sit the buffaloes, Prbse." 

"Where, Seymour? I can't see any^ I never saw a buffalo iij 
my life. It's like an ox, an't it?" 

" It's very like a whale,^ replied Courtertay . 
^ At this momcint one qf the herd startled ^t the near approach of 
the cavalcade, rose from the stagnant pool,- where he bad been ly- 
mg, and presetted his immense carcass," covered with mud, to 
Prose's wondering ey^. .. * ' . 
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. * *^ Lord,. Molly, what a fish T" excMmed Courtenay, with af- 
fected surprise, alluding to an old standing naval joke. 
, . " Now, is that a fish ?" crted Prose, yittle alarmed. " Well^ I 
do dedare ! I say, Mr. Irtterpreter, wOl is that thing ? " 

"CaHhinibaffel6,Sar.;' • . 

* * Well, I do declare I ^I always thought that bufialoes were ani- 
mals that liv^d on shcfre." . ' • ^ 

*** Nothing like travelling, Mr. Prose," observed* Courtenay; 
"you'll know a buffalo, now, if ever you happen to hook (Jbe, 
.^ten you are fishing out of, the fore-chainS." 
• ** And you'Jl femeitiber a high' caste monkey, if ever you meet 
with one again," added Seymourl * * 

*^ That I shall, all fte days of my Ufe.'' 

the country, as they proceeded Inland, materially altered its fea- 
tures. The a^ent was constant, although gentle. Forests of large 
.trees and fragments of rocks met their view, instead of the paddy 
fields, which they had left^behind; and- Macallan now wished to 
descend, tl^at he might collect geological specimens,\ Explaining 
his reason, he desired the interpceter to order the elephant to stop. 

"Suppose gentleman want ^ones, elephant give them," re- 
plied iiie interpreter ; " no occasio'h^for Saib to get off:" and ex- 
' plaining the doctor's :wishes^ to the conductor of the elephant, the 
kn6wle(%e of which .iOccasidn6d a'langh among the natives, who 
could not conceive why tbe^ doctor should wantlhestones^ he con- 
tinued, "Now, Sar, you point any stone you want." 

The doctor* did so^; and the cbiiductor speaking to the ele'phaiity 
the proboscis of th^ sagacious animal immediately handed up the 
-one pointed' <Jut, to his conductor, who passed it to MsScaUan. 

For more than an hour the doctor amused hinaself vnth breaking 
and examining the different specimens presented to/him, until he 
passed by an isolated inass, whose component parts^ glittering in 
the sun, made him anxious to obtain a specimen.: ' It was k large 
^ock, about thesizfe of six d^phants,,and the doctor pointed to it. 

; <' Ah, Sar ! " interrupted the interpreter ; '* elephlmt very strong' 
' beast, but no lift that." . . 

" I did not imagme that he would, but 1 must dismount to exa- 
mine it," replied Macallan, gravely, who was ab^orbjsd in his scien- 
tific pursuits, . ' 

The elephant stopped ; and the doctor, not awate of the great* 
height, attempted to slip down his side ; he succeeded in reaching 
the ground, not exactly bn his feet, to the g^eat amusement of the 
party. -Regat^dless of trifles, when in pursnit of sciei^ce, he de- 
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sire(M^rese ta ifaro^ tiiin down his l^ig of implements, and pro-^ 
ceeded to the obj^t of his investigation, w^ich appeared to hinrso 
peduUar, that he requested the others to continue their excursion, 
and leiive him to be picked upOn their return. . • • ■ 

" Ahf Mas^! like stop this place?'- said the inlBrpreter, . 

" Yes," replied the dpctck-. 

" Do you. reaUy<ii)ten(ito remain here? "'inquired Cpurtenay. * 
, " L do ; it*^ a very r'em^kable specimen of cinnamon stone, and 
I musbprOeure some of'it if po^siUe/' 

** WeU^ I ^o. declare," said Prpse,* "JLthought cinnamon gpew- 
upon trees. Doctor^ Isbould like .to stay >vith ypu, for this beast 
does i^ke me so, Fm qaite sone— and Tve. such a stitch in m\ ' 
side/. # • 

Prose accordingly prepared to descaid, and was recommended 
by the interpreter to sUde down by the hiijd leg of the animal. 

"IJe woa'tkidc, willhe?'* . . . . ; 

** Elephant no kick, Sar;" -and Pjosie desepacted in ^sSfety, ahtf 
lomed the doctor, while the remaindel* of the pairty continued' Jheir ' 
excursion. *,•'.• i^ » * ' • . 

' The doctor walked several times rolmd the rock; to find a point 
upon whi^h'he wouM be able to n^ke some impression with bis *. 
implements*; but the«fragment, which bad probably remained there 
since the deluge, without haying been honoured by a vi^ from a . 
n^tur^list, was worn quite smooth by time, and pesented no acute 
angle, within reach, uppn whjch his hammer could mal^e any imr 
prdssion ; nor could he climb it, for it rose from its base in almost 
a-perpendicular line. The more.he scrutinized, the more anxious « 
was he .to obtain sjpecimehs, and he» determined -to Mast the rock. * 
Being prepared with a couJ)le of short crowbars, and a flask of. 
gunpowder, he fixed upon a corner, which appeared more assail- 
dile than* the rest, and commenced his laborious ocoppation. 

" Can I assist you, Mr. MacaU^? " inquired Prosfe. 
, ' *^ You <;an,'indeed, Mr. Prose. Now, observe ; continue drivjng ' 
* the end of the crowbar straight into this hole, until you have made 
it about nine .or ten inches deep ; thgit will be sufficient. - 1 will make 
another on the* other side.' ' 

Prose commenced his labour, ahd, for a few minutes, worked 
with due emphasis; but he soon found oiit that he had volunteered 
to a most fatiguing task. He stopped, at last^for want of breath. 

" Well, Mr. Prose," inquiredf* the doctor from the other side of 
th^ rock, observing that he had ceased from his labour, "how -do 
you get on?" ' . r • 
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** I wish to he&ven i ted never goloff," ifiHUerMt^rose, **for 
this is worse than the elephant," . . ' 

But thet dclctor was an enthujsiast, a descripticm of persi9n*'who 
never tires, ^nd he judged of othersby himself. 

'* Howfiir have^ougot now, Mr. Prose?" 

'' Oh—- 1 think IJtiave 'got an inch and a half good/' answered 
Prose, quite exhausted. * . ., - • 

*'No more!" -exclaimed Maeallan; "why yoi^ must work 
harder, or w0 never shaU blast it/' • * * 

' *f I have' been 6/aaimj;: it fti my heart," thougbt^Prose, "for 
these last ten minutes/' a»i he resumed -his^labour. • • 
:» * *' You know, noticing of mineralogy ?" inquired the doctor^ after 
a silencepf a few midies. 

"This is- my first lesson, Doctor/' answereil Prose, oot lond, 
and muttering, iacomlinuation,: " I do declare jt shall be the last:" 
. • " It's a Very amusing study," coqitinned Macattan; . " but, Kke. 
most others, rather dry, at first.[* 

"Any thii^but dry/' thought Prose,' wipmg his face with his 
handkerchief. / • • ..*•,' 

" I shall be happy to give you any information in my po^^/' 
• said HacaUan ; '^ but yon mtist be atlentive^Hiothingis {obeob- 
^tained widiout labour*^' 

" I'm sure nuneralogy is not,'' retorted Prose^ throvnng d«mn 
his crowbar from exhausti(m. - > 

Fortunately for Prose, by the directions of the faiterpr^er, tfae 

baggage elephant who carried the t^nt, and the natives acc<uilpa<- 

-t nying it, now baited oppoifite to the rock, on the side wh^re Prose 

. was, for the wish expressed by Macallan to remain there, bad been 

construed by tfae interpreter as a selection of the place where the 

refreshments should be prep£»ied.. One of. the natives^ perc^vuig 

v^hat Prose wjs abdnt when he threw away thc^ crowbar, offered 

his assistance,' which was readily acc^ted, imd the kbour was 

continued. . * * ' , 

■' "Well, Mr. Prose, how do you get on now?"' . ' 

" Oh !— capitally." ; • , , ' ' . 

"Don't you 'find it very warm?" continued Macallan, who 
stopped to wipe the streaii(is of persiHration'ft*omhis own face. 
" Oh, no," answered Prose, chuckling. 
" Well, I do, I can assure you," answ^^ the doctor, who not 
wishing to show symptoms of flaggings while; Prose was working 
so hard, recomm^^icedhis' labour. . . 

* Another quarter of an hour, and the doctor was quite ^ihaiist- 
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ed; wisfais^ i^ an excuse to leave off hiimelf, he called again to 
Prose— ^ ^ 

*• An't you tired, Mr. Prose ? " 

" Not the least, Doctor." • 

" Oh, but you must be— you had t^etter rest yourself a little." ' 
< " Thank yjou, but Fm not the least dred." 

Another five minules — ** Well, BTr. Prose, I reafly. give you great 
creditfor yourjpersevera^ce; Let me ^ee how deep you are," said 
Macallan; who could find ,no other excuse- for being the first to 
abandon his task. * * 

But Prose, who was not exactly a^feol, determined not to. lose 
Us cr^t vnthnhe doctor — pushing aside the native, he took the 
cpowbar frop biiQ> and before the doctor had walked round, was 
again hard at wgrk. ' - ' 

"Upon my honour I give you great iiredit," observed the pant- 
ing Macallan, $s he witnessed the efiPect$ of the labour. - 

**But, " observed Psosci^ *^hy should we work this way 
when there are a parcel of black fdlows ddng nothing ? Here, I 
say, you chap, come ^nd punch h^e," continued he, pointing at 
the ci^owbar to the native, who immediately resumed his labour. 
"You call another, Mr, Macallan, and make him *Work for you." 

"Well thought of, Mr. Prose,'' answered the doctor; and 
another native being put in requisition, in leSs than an hour the 
rock was perforated to the depth required, without th^ least ap- 
pearance of fatigue, or even heat upon the skins of the temperate 
Hindoos. In the meantime the tent wa^ erected, the mats and 
carpets spread, the fires h'ghted, and the repast preparing by the 
cooks who were in attendance. The doctor, who was absorbed 
in his views, heeded It not, and had.just finished the charging and 
priming of the rodt when the cavalcade returned from their 
excursion. 

" Well, Doctor, how do you get on ?" inquired Courtenay. 

" Oh„ Fmall ready, and yoii had better remove to a little dis- 
tance, as I'm about to fire pay trams." 

" Fire your trains I—Why what have you been about ?" 

" I'm going to blast the rock." 

** The devil you are — then I'm off," cri^Courtwiay, who, with 
Seymour, retreated from' the well known effects of gunpowder. 

The native^ who accompanied them also reth'ed, although not 
aware of the nature of the operation. The interpreter understood 
" g^ntlemeii make fire-w6rks," and reported accordingly. 

The doctor lighted his matches and withdrew, followed by Prose, 
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>mko foi^ Us' limp tipfHi ibis oecatioB« Tbe n^iei «tptodad, 
splitting large fragments itom the rock, and shaking it from ksbaae. 

*' Capital ! " exclaimed the doctor, who, as soon as the smoke 
'. had cleared away, ran up,* and was in ec^asies at thSe variety 
^d brilliancy of the specimais which were new exposed to his^er 
view.. ' ^ 

But in his e^thuriasm the doctor quite ov^ooked the nrischief 
which he had oocanoned. One I^r^ge fragiinent had |fruok the tent 
td the ground ; others- had scattered the cooking utensils^ with 
their contents, 9nd woipded A\\% unfoKunate cooks ; while the 
affrighted elephants bad completed the demolitioi^ by trotting over 
the whole; his trunk raised high in the air, utt^hg shrill cries, 
and r^iardless of the admonftidns' of bis conductor. All was wtt- 
fusion and dismay. * ^ ^ 

The natives, when.they witness^ the damage, were astonished. 
A long consultation took place between them, as to what the doctor 
mieant ^ at hst'it was decided^ by the grave deputy that it was In- 
tended as "a compUment to them-^for all fire-works were comfdi- 
ments in that coiintey. They therefore salaaAied with great good 
humour ; but the English knew better, and commaiced a^ vloiait 
attack upon HacaMan, who^ was still absori^ed in collecting speci- 
* mens, and quite unconscious of the mischief whidi be had created. 

"You've not onl^ destroyed our dinner," c(»tinued Gourt6iiay» 
^ " but you've lulled three cooks, and wounded seven more." 

'^ Is it possible ! " €ried Macallan, with dismay, throwing away 
his specimens with as much haste as he Imd ^zed upon them, 4ind 
running in the direction of the men reported to be Hjiirt... ForttH 
nately for his peace*of mind, Gourtenay's list of killed was all in- 
vention, and the wounded, were reduced to two, which the doctor 
<conscientiously reported underllie head oi '^ $i%gkilyj* 

There^was no help but to proceed 'to the town, and wait until 
4itiother re()ast could be provided. This was soon done, and the 
interpreter, with a doubk salaam, informed the doctor, that ** if 
gentleman wish blow up another tenty. deputy have one ready 
for him next day/' 

^^*WeIl, HOW, I -do declare these people are very polity,"- ob- 
served Prose ; "but I .hope that if you do. Doctor, you vwll not 
make me a party to it. I would never have punched so hard at 
that bole if I thought that it was to have blown* up my own 
dinner." 

' /* You're right, Mr. Prose," answered Gourtenay. *♦ The doc- 
toi* did not treat us aeconding to the Scriptures. ^ We ad^ed for 
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btea^f diKi he gave us a sione— rather annoying, tdo, after along 
ride. But, however, as the game is to come to us to-morrow, we 
had better be up early to receive it in due form-^so good night." , 



CHAPTER XLIV. 



Oat liftinan biuitiD§. . 

SHA^PBiHE. 

, Never did 1 hear 
• Such gallant dUdhig ; fbr besides ihe groves, 

Tbe tides, the fotmtaiiiB, ev'ry region near • i ^ 

Seemed all one nratual cry. Inererheard 
4 So musicai a discord, such sVireet thunder ! 

StfAKSPEAlte. 



At an ^rly" hour, C!ourtenay and his companions started witK 
th«^ attendaiit^'fer the scene of action. Several elephants, as well 
a$ horses, hacl been provided, that the officerai might mount them 
when they arrived, and fire from their backs with more deliberate 
aim. In less tkm t^fvo hours they reached the spot, which they had t 
iwrveyed the day before. The game, which had been driven fron» 
• ^gle to jungle for many miles round, was 'i*ow collected together 
ta onebrge mass of underwood and Iqw trees, thr^ sid^s of which 
were surrounded by the natives, who had been employed in the ser- 
vice, and wk) had hem joined by many hundreds from the tow» 
smd ndghbouring villages^ As soon s» the party arrived, liiose 
who were on horseback dismounted, took their stations upon the 
bowdahs of the dephants^ and collected at the corner of ^at side 
(rfihe jung^ £^ which the animals were t& He driven out. The scene 
was one of the nfost ania(^ating and novd description. Forty or , 
fiiry of the superior classes of natives, mounted upon fi^ry Arabians, 
HiMi then* long, gMttering boar-spears iiD their hands, and s^dve 
one- hundred on foot, armed with muskets, surrounded* the ele- 
phants Upon which the officers were staii(%aed. " The people, who 
w^ewakinground the junglie, silent themselves, and busy in check- 
ing the^noise and impatieiH^ of the dogs, hdd in leaches, whose 
deep baymg was occasidnsdiy answered by a low growl froni the 
cHst^iits of the wood, now redeived the order to. advance. Shduts . 
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andyeHs, iniiifed with the barking of the dogs, wfere raised in deaf- 
ening clamour on every side. The jungle, which covered a space 
,of fifteen or twenty acres, and which had hitherto appeared ^nt 
^Hghtly tenanted, answered, as if endued with life. By waving Hs 
boughs and rustling its bushes in every direction, although there 
was nothing to be seen. • • * 

As they advanced, beating with their long poles, and presei*ving 
a straight and conipact line, through which nothing could escape, 
^ so did the jungle before them increase its motion ; and soon the 
yelb of thousands of men were answered by the roars 5ind cries of 
thoiisands of brute animals. It was not, however, until the game 
had been driven so near ff) the end of ther jungle at which the hunt- 
ers were stationed, and until th^y were huddled together so cloafe 
that it could no longer contain them,*that they unwilHngly aban- 
doned it.. The most timorous, the rabbit and the hare, and all the 
. ^mMler tribes, first brofc^ cover and were allowed to pass unnoticed : 
but they were soon followed by the whole inass, who, as if by 
agreement timong themselves, had determined at once to decide 
their fate. 

Crowded hi incongruous heaps, without any distinction of species 
or of habits, now poured out the various denizens *f the' woods- 
deer in every variety locking their horns in "their wild confusion; 
the fierce wild-boars^ bristling in their rage ;ihe bounding leopard^ 
.the swift antelope, of every sp^ies ; the savage panthers ; jacksds^ 
and foxes, and all the screaming and shrieking infinities of the 
monkey tribe. OccasionaUy, amongst the dense mass could be 
perceived the huge boa-cOnstrictor, rolling in convolutions — now 
looking back with fiery eyes upon his pursuers, now precipitating his 
flight— while the air was thronged with its winged tenants, wildly, 
screaming, and occasionally dropping dovm dead with fear. To 
crown the whole, high in the expanse a muhitude of' vultures ap- 
peared, almost stationary on the wing, waiting for their share of the 
anticipated slaughter.' And as the beasts threw down and rolled 
^over each other in their mad career, — the preyer and the preyed 
upon, the pdwerful and the weak, the rapacious and the harmless, 
the destroyer and his victims — you might have fancied, from the 
universal terror which prevailed, that it was a day of judgment to 
. which the inhabitants had been summoned. - ' 

It was not a day of mercy;— the slaughter commenced; shot 
after shot laid them in the dust, while the natives, on their Afa- 
foiahs; charged with their spears into the thickest 'of the crowd, re- 
^rdless of the risk which the^ encotimered from the muskets of 
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oA«r partes. The Baying of the largedogs^ who tore down th^ 
victims, the din occ^onally increased by the contention and growls 
of the assailed, the yells of the natives, apd the shrill cries of- the 
dephantSy raised in.obedience to their <x)nductots, to keep the more 
ferocious anhnak at a distance, formed a scene to ^hich no pen 
csm do justice. Ip a few minutes ali was over; those who had es- 
caped were otice more hrd, panting, in the neighl^ring jungles, 
while those who had fallen covered the ground, in every direction, 
and in every variety. ' , 

"yery fi^e tiger hunt, Sar»" observed the interplreter to Cour- 
tanay, with exultation. . * • 

** Very fine, indeed, SeymoVir ; this i9 something Mke a battue. 
What would some of your Ei%lish sportsmen have .given to have 
been here? But, Interpreter, I don't seeanf tigers.'* 

** Great tigers? No^ Sar, no gneat tiger in this country. Call 
dis tiger?" said the man, pointmg with his finger to a prostrate 
leopard. '4 

Such IS the case— the regal Bengal tiger, as well 8i§ his rival the 
lion, admits of Jio copartnership m his demesnes. On the^banks of 
Jhe impetuous rivers of India, he ranges, alone, the jungles which 
sup{^y his wants, and permits4hem not to he poached by inferior 
sportsmen. Basking'his* length in the*«un, and playing about his 
gleeful tail, he prohibits the intrusion of the panther or thejeo-; 
pard. His majestic compeer seems to have entered into an agree- 
mjent with Mm, that they shall not interfere with each other's^ma* 
norial rights, and where you find the royal tiger, yon need not 
dread the presence of the lion. Each has establislied his dominion 
where -it has pleased himj both respectmg each other, and leaving 
the rest bfcthe world to be preyed upon by their inferiors. 

" Well, Prose, how many did ypu kill ? " . 

" Why, to tell you the truth, Seymour, I never fired my mus- 
I^et. I was so astonished and so frightened that I could not; I 
never believed that there were so many beasts in the whole uni- 
verse^" * 

" I am convinced, " observed Macallan, "that I saw an animaT 
hitherto undescribed — ^I fired at it, but m antelope bounded by as 
I pulled my trigger, and received the ball — I never r^retted any 
thmg SQL much in my life. Did you see it? " 

** I saw a number of most^describable animalis," replied Cour- 
tenay ; ** but let us descend, and walk over the field of slaughter." 

The party dismounted, and for^ome time amused themselves with 
exaipming the variety of the slain. The deer aiid ^elopes were 
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iMMRg p&aed iu ^review before iben, <%»itiaii6d ils ^i^mie to the 
town, follow^ by crowds of poopla who had com^ out to join tbe< 
sport; . * \ , .' V 

^^ Geotlemeii like dme h^re ? '-^ ioqui^ the iift^pretw*- ^'sopn 
make ditoier restdy^ but no ab test/^ 

^' Tha^ to ym. Doctor, they Von't tmst'id with another. I 
vole we dine here, for Ism hungry tenoagii to eat a bafMo, 
irithout anebovy sauce^-^h, Mr. Prose ? Let tis dine under your 
aoac^, m the little mdnnt. There id a fine breeze blowing, and 
plenty itf Aade from Uie tree. *' . ** • 

Ckmrt^iay's proposal was agreed to/ and the interf^ret^ gave 
the direotioBS. Heathen told the doctor, that if Saib wished to see 
snake insm, be c<^ noi^ and bring v^y fine snakes 

The Bttt'^ ikide bi&*appearancey bol^g in his hand a smsrtl 
earths chatty, or pot, hi whk^ be te(,d conffiied the snake, co- 
vered 0¥er with a Ikien rag; He ^xcteng^ a few sentences wftt 
the interpreter, who explained that ** man Dfor afraid of bitd of 
snkke, and if gendeman give him rupee, he let%naiie bite him--* 
BHm eat h^b, same as little beast that kiU snake/' / . ' 

^' Oh, the i^nt that the idinenmon rescnrts^to wlten bitt^," 
exekdmed Macatoi. ^ This will be a most curious fact, aodTl mn$i 
witness it. Interpreter, t^U him ttmtl wiU reward htm handt 



**' How does he catch the snakes ? '* inquired Seymour^ / 

" Blow little pipe, Sar, V rejdied the interpreter, pointing to a^ 
smril reed, perforated with five or sit hol^s, sij^peiided by astring 
IQ the man's neck ;*' snake like mui»c.*' 

He then proceeded ta explsnn the manner of taking the sns^cfs^, 
which was effected by lymg down close to the hole where the snake ' 
was, awJ by playing a few Soft notes with the pipci The snake, • 
i^^K^ted by the sonnd, puts his head out of the hole, and is imrne^ • 
diately firmly grasped by tlje neck, by -which be is held until his ' 
tegs are extracted, by jerkhig them out with a piece of rag, held 
for him to bite at. 

** ^i(ange, " (Aserved Courtenay, ** that snak^ should be fond 
©I m^sic, and still stranger that people should have discovered it." 

** And yet it has tong been known,— perhaps, from time imme- '^ 
nM)r^, " a^wered Macallan. " The comparisons of the Scrip- 
ture are aK derived from eastern scenery and eastern cnstottts. 
Dp you not recollect the words of the Psalmist, who^ compareth 
tbe wicked to the deaf adder, who 'will not hearken to the voice 
t ef the charmer, charm he never so wisely ? "^ 
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*** I reooSe^ it mw^, '" answered Coorteaay ; '' feooi wUeh I 
- .infer, that as snakes are not daught for Apthing, .they danced 
before King Solomon." / * 

• " Perhaps they did, or4t leastin his time. " 
•Jhe man carefully removed the cloth fromr the U)p of the ehi^y^ 
andfWatching his d)p|>ortimity, si&ized the aiake by *the neck, who 
immediately wound itsdi roulid his arm. Holding it in that pe* 
sition, he rapidly chewed leaves which, he had wi'apped in the 
. doth vKhich encirded bis loins. After having laid a heap of die 
masticated leaves 4iear him; he swallowed*a large qiikn^, and 
then applied 4he head of t^e snake to his left ear, \vhich the ani- 
mal immediately bit so as to draw blood. It « was a cobra di ca- 
pdla of the largest size, J)€$ng nearly «x feet lo^g. As soon as the 
snake bad bitten him; he replaced it in \h6 chatty, ami at t}ie 
. same time that he .continued to' swallow the leaves, rubbed the 
wounded part with some of the heap which he had masticated, 
and laid down beside him. 

There was a sitence, and a degree of painful anxiety, on the p&n 
of the spectators, during the process. The man appeared to be 
. sick and giddy, and laid down, but gradually-recovered, and, mak- 
ing a low salaam, received his larger, handed the snake, in the 
chatty> to Macallan, and: departed. 

'* A most curious fact — an excessivdy' curious^ fact," observed 
the doeCor, putting up his tablets, and a handful of the'leaves which 
he had taken ^the precaution to obtain., 

" Now, Gentlemen, dinner all ready," observed the interpreter. 
\ The dinner bad been spread out on the little mount, pc^nted out 
by Conrtenay. It rose, isplated^from the plain, to the height of 
about thirty feet, with a steep and regular ascent on every side. 
. The summit was flat, and in the centre the acada waved its grac^id 
\ and pendant flowers' to the breeze, each n^oment altering the pod- 
^ tion of the bright spots i^f sunshine,, which pierced through its 
branches, and reflected on the grass beneath. The party, (<X)nsisi- 
ing of the officers of the ship, the grave deputy, and his imme- 
diate suite, about fifteen in number,) whose appetites were keen 
fix>m their mormng exercise and excitement, gtadly hailed the 
summons, and seating themselves in a circle round the viands, 
which were spread under the tree, crossed their legs, aiPter the 
Mahomedan custom, aud made a furious attack upon the {uro- 
vender. ^ ' - . 

Macallan, to secure his newly-acquired treasure, bung the chatty » 
by its stringy upon lyaeof the lo^ig thorns of the acacia, and then 
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tddi Ws seat wA the i^est. •Aiii)4e justice havii^ been dofie to 
what had been i^ced before them, mirth seoA good humour^ pre* * 
vailed. Courteqay had just p^rsuadqjd the gmve old deputy to break 
thmiigh the precepts of his reiigiony and partake of the forbiddesi 
cup, in the shape of a tumbler qf Madeira, when the chatty, whic^ 
the<loctor had suspended alrft, by the constaM wavmg of dife troe 
to the wind, worked off the thorn, and fallhig down in the very 
centre of the circle, smashed into atoms, and the cobra di cap^ 
m6t their gaze, reared upon the Very tip of his tail,^ his hood ex- 
panded to the utmost m his wrath I hissing horribly, and darting out 
his forked toiigu^r, — wavering, among the inany, upon whom first 
to dart. • ) ' * . 

Nev^r was a convivial party so sucWehly dispersed. For one, 
and. but one moment, they ^were all paralysed,-* no 9ne attempted lo 
get up and run away— then, as if by a simultaneous thought, they* 
all threw themselves back, tossing their heels over their heads, md 
continuing 4heir' eccentric career. Musselmen and Europeans all 
tuml^d backwards, heels pver head, dowrf the descent, diverging 
in every point of the compass, until they reached their respective 
• situations at the bottom of the mourn ; while th6 cobra di capella 
. still remained in his menacing attitude, as if satisfied with the uni- 
versal homage paid to his dreadful powers'. . , 

They $11 recovered their legs^ ^as they had gained the bottom of 
the hill) about tibe same time. Goiirtenay and Seymour, now that 
the danger was over, were convulsed with laughter — Macallan in 
amazement— Prise, with, his- eyes starting out of his heSd, utter- 
ing his usual, " I do declare" — the deputy as grave as ever — and 
the reinaiiider, fortunately,, mbre frightened than ttiey .were 
hurt. ' - * * * . 

One of the native servants put an end to the scene by re-ascend- 
ing the hill with' a long bamboo, with which he struck the animal 
to the ground, and subsequently dispatched him^ By this^ timeaB 
had tecovered from their alarm, and in a few minutes their seats 
were resumed. Jhe doctor, who was vexed at the lossof his snake, 
commenced aa examination of the body, and was still more mor- 
tified to find that the wily Hindoo had deceived him, the venomous 
fongs having been already extracted. * • ' ^ 

" Itis positively a fact," observed he, to Courtenay, in ill hu- 
mour; " h€| has cheated me." 

*' A most curious fact," replied Courtenay, shrugging up his 
shoulders, and lowering the corners of his mouth. . ** Now, Mac- 
allan, "what's the use of your memoranda about time of bating. 
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diiili» imJt^mBpei^tmmspm of Ope em. Wlittire/ihif tethe 
soaleof natioos now 1 ^ ^ 

How rapid these transitiotis ! Two hundred yeiM^ have scarcely 
roBed away^-other natiooSy with the liE^brics t{iey have raised, have 
beea precipitated to the. dust; but they haye departed, full of 
years, Hod mat and things have run their race together. But here, 
the last in all their splendour, while the energies of tlie former hsjve 
deoayed, i^emains ; and ^ere have we a jmore m^ancholy pic- 
ture of humanity, either in an indivichial or in a nation, than when 
we survey the body that ha£('outlived the mind ? ^ 

Since the world began, histdry is but the narrative of kingdoms 
and states progressing to maturity or decay. Man himself is but 
sm, epitome of the nations of men. In youth, all energy ; in prime . 
of life, aU enterprise and vigour ; in senility, all w^kness and' 
second childhood. Then, Eng^nd, learn thy fete from the uneir- 
in£^ page (^ time^ Sooner or later, it sbal) arrive that thou^shalt be 
tributary to some nation, hitherto, I trust, unborn ; anji thy dege- 
nerate sons shall read that liberty wa^ once the watchword of the 
isle, and yet not even fed a longing to be free ! 

As the Aspasia lay nearly becalmed at the*entrance of the har- 
bour, a small boat, rowed by two men, pulled tpw^rds her, and the 
ooDupant oS the stem-^eets, as he came alongside^ stated, in 
bad En^ish, thatb^brou^ 'presait for captain,* and was al- 
lowed to come op the side by the first-lieutfinant, who was on; 
deck. He wab a pative friar, and disgustmg as the dress is, when 
worn by an European, in a northern clime, it appeared stilt more 
so, enveloping a black under the Torrid Zode. . He carried a little 
covered badiet in his hand, and statedthathe had been sent by the 
superior of the convent, which he pointed to on the H^d-Iand at 
the mouth of the hari)our. jhe first-lieutenant went down into 
the calHB, amd reported to the captain. 

^* A preset!'' observed Captain M- — : " I hope it is not a , 
monkey — * Ttmeo Danao9 et dona ferenies.* " * 

The first-lieutenant, who bad forgotten hts Latin^ made no an- 
swer, but returned on deck, where be was shortly after followed 
byCaqptamltl-**— . ' , » 

The saitie votary of St. Frsmeis made hi&bow, and opening tike 
lid of his basket, pulled out a cabbage, vrith a long stalk and four 
or five fis^ging k^es, but no heart to it, '^ Superior send pre^ 
sent to iaglez capitown.*' And haying laid it carefully on the car*^ 
ron«le Mide, fund)ted in bis pockets ftu* some time, and eventual- 
ly produced a dirty sheet of paper, on which, written in* execra- 
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ble ^&igfeh, was a petitfam to assist the ^wams^ of the convent. 

" I expect^ as much," observed Captain M -, smiling, as he 

ran over the ridiculous wording oKthe. petition; "i)esire the 
purser's steward to get up ,a bag of biscuit, and put it into the 
boat." . , , 

The bread was handed on the gangway ^ when the friar, observ- 
ing it, went up to the captain, and said, ^' Superior like rum, Sar^ 
suppose you no riim teng like money." 

"Perhaps he may," replied Captain M , "but it is against 

toy rules to give -the first, and, if I recollect right> against those of 
.your order to receive the second." - 

Finding that nothing more was to be obtained, the friar was 
•about to depart, when^ perceiving the cabbs^e lying unnoticed 
where he had deposited 'if, heot^rved — "Capitown, non quer 
cabbage— not want ? " 

"Not particularly," replied CaptainrM-^ — , surveying it vdtb 
rather a coi^temptuous smile, 

"Then take it a$hore> plant it again — do for 'nother ship ; " aifd 
he replaced the present in his basket, made his bow> anddepart^d* 

Reader, cabbages are scarce articles in India. I have seen them 
at Pondichcrry, growing in flower-pots, as curious exotics. 

Two days afterwards, the Aspasia came to an anchor at BoW)ay, 

and having saluted the adminal. Captain M went on ^dre to 

^jpay his respects in person. The slup was soon crowded with a va- 
riety of people, who came off to solicit the washings etc., of the 
officers. The gun-room officers had just finished their dinner, and 
the cloth had be^ removed, when our friend Billy Pitt entered, 
introducing a slim personage, attired in a robe of spotless white, 
with the dark turban, peculiar to^ the Parsees, and bringing in his 
hand a small basket of fruit. 

" Massa Courtenay, here mulatta fellow want to speak toc^* 
. cers. Call himself Dubash — ^look in dic^icmary, and no ^uch word 
in English language.'^ 

" It fneans a washei^man, I suppose," observed Price. - 

" No, Sir," answered the man for himsdf, with a.grac^ul bow, 
"not a washerman, but at same time get all your clothes washed* 
Dubash go to market; supply gentlemen wkh every thing Uiey 
want— run every where for them— bring off meat iand fish, and 
every thing else— every* body have Dubash here^I Dubash to all 
the ships come here— got very good certificate, Su*," continued 
the Parsee j drawmg a thin book from his vest, and presenting it la 
Courtenay with a low bow. , 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE KING'S OWN. 285r 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



r 



THE KtltfG'S OWN. • «g7 

• VWho are those people, and of wkat region?" demanded 
Seymour. ; ^ ' 

"They are^ Parsees, a remnaftt of* the ancient Persians — the ^ 
Guebfes, or worshippers of fire. As you have witnessed, they 
also adore the sui^. They came here long since to enjoy their te- ' 
nets, free 'from -persecution. They are the most intelligent race 
that we have. M^ny iTthem were princes in their own country,, n 
and are now men of unbounded wealth. .The^ have their temples 
h^re> in which the sacred fire is never permitted to go out. If, by , . 
any chabce or negligence, it should become extinct, it must be re- 
lighted from Heaven alone. We have no lightning here, and they 
send to Calcutta, where there is plenty "at the change of the morf- * 
soon, and bring it round with great ceremony." 

"In other points, are their customs different from, the Hiq- t 
doos?" 

** Yes ; their women arc not so immured ; you wtU meet plenty 
of them wb^ you return to town.^ They are easily distmguished ' 
l^y thmr fair complexions, and the large thin gold riiigs with three 
or four p«arls strung upon them, worn in a hole perforated througfi 
the nostril, and banging below their mouths. 
. ** And what are those immense towers on the other side of the 
bay?'' 

" They were bqilt by the Parsees, as depositories for their dead ;. *' 
on the summit is a wide iron grating, upon which the bodies are 
laH, to be devoured by th6 birds of prey ; when stripped, tl^e bones 
Ml thrt>ugh the iron bars into the receptacle below. They never 
bury their de$id. — But breakfost must be ready, so we had better 
returar. You have much to see here. The caves of Elephanta and 
Ganara are wdl wortljy of your attention—and I shaU be happy to • 
att^d you< when you feel inclined to p^y a visit to them.*' 

They did not fail to profit by theofferyand before the week had 
passed away, they had witnessed those splendid monuments of sii- 
pefStHion and idolatry, ^fhe Aspasia received her orders, and 
Hommajee Baba,b^ng paid the due proportion of his })iU» received 
his certificaie from Gourtenay, In 'the usual form, and so far from 
being affronted, requested the honour of being agam employed in 
their sa^ioes, if ever they ^hbulc} returin to Bombay. 
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CHAPTER XLVL* 



These are not foes 
With \Yhom it would be safe to strive in honour. 
They will repay your magnanimity. 
Assassin-like, with secret stabs. 

* ANOfl. 



The strength of the monsoon had blown over, and Captain M , 

in pursuance of his orders, beat across the Bay of Bengal for the 
Straits of Sumatra, where he expected to fall in with some of the 
enemy's privateers, who obtained their supplies of wate^in that 
direction. After cruising for six weeks without ^uccess^ they feu 
in with an armed English vessel, who informed them 4hat she 
bad been chased by a large pirate proa, and had narrowly escaped 

— acquainting Captain M with the islet from which she had 

sallied out in pursuit of them, and to which she had in all proba- 
bility returned. 

Captain M , naturally anxious to scour the seas of these crud 

marauders, who shewed no quarter to those who had the misfor«- 
tune to fall into their hands, determihed to pi^oceed in quest of this 
vessel, and after a week's unsuccessful reconnoitre of the various 
islets, which cover the seas in that quarter, one morning discovered 
her from the mast-head, oq his weather beam, sailing and rowing 
down towards the frigate, to ascertain whether she was .a vessel 
that she might venture to attack. 

The Aspasia was, disguised as much as possible, and the pirates 
were induced to approach, within.a distance of two miles, when 
perceiving their mistake, they lowered their sails, and turning the 
head of their vessel in the opposite direction, puUqd away from the 
JFrigate^ right in the win4*s eye. The breeze freshened, and all 
possible sail was crowded on the Aspasia, to overtake them, and 
although, at the close of the day, they had not neared her much, 
the bright moon enabled (hem to keep the vessel m view during die 
night. Early in the mommg, (the dlrew being probably exhausted 
from their incessant«laboiir,^ she kept away for some islets Inroad 
upon the Aspasia's weather bow, and came to an anchor in a small 
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cove between therocl^s, which sheltered Jier from liie gpins of the 
frigate. . . -^^ 

* Captain M considered it his duty at all risk to destroy tfie 

*roa; and, hoisting dut thp boats,. I)e gave the command to his firsts- 
lieutenant, with strict injunctions how to deal with such treacherous * 
and ferocious enemies. The launch was under repair at the time, 
and copld not be employed ; but the barge, pinnace, and two cut- .' 
ters were ^nsidered f uUy adequate to the service. Gourtenay was 
sejbnd in command, in the pinnace; Seymour had charge of one , 
cutter ; and, at his own particular request, Prose was entrusted with 
the 'other. 

" I do declare, I Ihink that I should like to go," observed Prose, 
when he first heard that the vessel was to be cut out. 

*^Why yo|j ought, Prose," replied Seymour; " you haye niBver 
been on service yet" 

"No— and ydii and I are the only two passed nudishipmen in the * 
ship." ($eymour and Prose had both passed their examination, ^ 
when tbe A^^ia^ was at Bombay.) " I think that I have a right to 
. oneof fhe'bpats." « 

iSo thought the first-lieutenant, when he made his application, 
and he obtained the command accordingly. 

The^ boats shoved off, as soon as the men had swallowed their 
breakfasts, an^ in less than an hour were but a short distance from 
the proa, which jyroved to be one of the largest siaje: • A discharge 
(rf langrage from one of the -two long brass guns, mounted on her 
prow, flew amongst the boats, without takii^ effect. A second 
discharge w^sjnore destructive, three of the men in the boat which 
Prose cominandM-being struck down, bleeding, under the thwarts, 
— the oars, which ^hey had not relinquished their hold of^ wheb 
ihey fell, being thrown high up in air. • . .„ 

** Holloa ! I say — All catching crabs together! " cried Prose. 

"Caught something worse than a crab. Sir," replied tfie cox- 
swain — " Wilson, are you ipuch hurt? " 

" The ra^s have let daylight in, Fm afraid," ai^wered.the man, 
faintly. , * • , 

" Well, I dp declare Fd nd idea the poor fellows were wounded. 
Coxswain,^ take one of tKe oars, and FJJ steer the boat, or we never 
shalfg^t alongside. I say, Mr. iJolly, can't you pull ?^ 

" Yes, Sir, upon a pinch," answered the marine whom be ad- 
dressed, layingf his musket on the stern-sheets, and taking one of 
th€^ unmannec} oars. 

"Well^ t6ereiiow> give way," . 

10 
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But the deiay occaiioii^ by this mishap hid l^ ihe cMer fir 
astern of the other boats, who, paymg ^[^* atteatiorir tp her, bad 
|)»lled alongside, and boarded the vessel* The conflict was short* 
from the superior numbers of * the English, and the Uttle difficultjP 
in getting on board of a vessel with so low a gunndl By the time 
|;hat Prose came along^d^ in the dutter, t^e pirates were either 
killed, or had he&a driven below. Prose jumped on the gunnel, 
flourishing his cutlass^from the giinnel he sprung oi^ the deck, 
which was not composed of planks, as in vessds in general, but*rf 
Jong bamboos^ running fore and aft, ^ lashed together with rat- 
tans ; and -as Prose desceaded upon the roupded. surface, whrcb 
bsqppe!^ where be alighted to be slippery with btood, his feet 
were thrown up, and he came down on the deck in a sitting 
posture. ^ . 

' "Capital jump, TMr. Prose," cried Courtenay ; ^*but you ha^ 
arrived too late to shed your blood in your counti^'s caiase— very 
annoying, an't it?'' * . 

"O Lord!-t-0 Lord!— I do declare— oh--oh— oh!/' roared- 
Prose, attempting to recover his feet, and then falling down agauu 

"Good Heavens, what's the matter,. Prose?" cried Seymour, 
running to his assistance. 

" Oh Lord !— Oh Lord !— Another !— oh ! "*-ag|iin qtM Prose, 
makmg a.half-$prmg from the deck, from whidi he was now ra^ed 
Ijy Seymour,, who again inquired what was the matter ? Prose 
^could not 9peak— he pointed his hand behind him, and his head 
IdD upon Seymour's Moulder. 

" He's wounded, Su*," observed one erf the mai >vho had joined 
Seymour, pointing to the blood, which ran.from the trousars of 
Prose in a little rivulet. " Be quick, Mr. Seymour, and get ott the 
gunnel, or they'll hav$ you too. V The feci was, tha^; thebdedi, be-, 
mg composed of bamboos, as already descrfl)ed, one of the f»rates 
below fiad passed his creese thropgh the spaces between thcnn into 
Prose's body, whefa he cAm6 down on dedc in rffeittftig posture, aad ■ 
had r^peat^ the blow when he ftdted to recover his ^t aft^ the 
first wcmnd. •;. ^ , * 

. One of the seamen^ who £a^ ndt provided himsetf \dlh shoes, 
wn^ receiyeda severe wound; and after 'Prose had l>een handed 
into one of tile boats, a consultation was hishl^s to the most el%ibfo 
method of proceeding. ' 

It was soon decided that it*woidd be the extreme of f<^y to 9^ 
tacK such desperate p'eople below, where Ihey woiilcl have# ffpiM, 
advantage with their creeses oyer the oitlasse^ oH the seaman ; and 
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at tbore af$)ear^ no dismce of indudng diem to «6iiie op, h was 
determined to cut fhe eable^ Hud tow the vessel alongskte of tte 
frigate, who could sink herwith a. broadside. 

The cables were cui^aiid'a few men being left on board to guard 
the hatchways, the boats commenced toeing out ; but scarcdy had 
they got way on her, when, to their Wonbhrn^nt/ a thick smoke 
was followed by the flames burstmg oot in'^every direction, con^ 
ioming all on board W|th a rapidity that seemed incredible. From 
the deck, the fire mounted to the riggiiag; thence to the nmsts and 
sails ; andj^efore the boats cduld be backed astern to t^ke them 
out, tho$e who had been Mt were forced to kap into dusea to 
save themeehres from the devouring demtent. The pimK bad 
themselves set fire to the vessel. Most of them' remained below/ 
Mbmittiilg to 'suffocation with sullen hidifference. Sooliefew, in 
Ae agony of cbmbustion, were perceived, through the smoke, to 
leap dv^rbokpd, and sepk in preference a less painful death. The 
boats laid upon^hdr oars, and witnessed the scene in silence and 
astonishment. 

"Desperate and de^rmined tothelast," observed the first-lieu- < 
(ei^ant.. ^ 

In a very few minutes the proa, whose fabric was of the slightest 
. materials, filled, and went down. The last column of smoke, di- 
vided froili her by the water, ascended ia the air as^she sunk down 
below, and nought remained but a few burnt fragments of bamboo, 
which lay floating on the wave. A few seconds after the vessel had* 
disap^eaured, one of the pira^i^ rose to the surfa^se. ^ * 

. ** There is a man alive yet," o})served Coiytenay. * ''Let us savg 
him if we can." " ; 

. Thjfe boat, by his directions, pulled a*few strokes of the oars, and. 
having raiber too much way, shot:^4iead,.so as to bring the man 
dose to the eoubter of the boat. Conrteniiy leaned over the gua^ 
nel to haul him in ; the malignant frretch grasped him by the c^ar 
inA bis Mt hand, and with Us right dartdd his creese into Gour- 
tenay's breast ; then, as if satisfied, with an air (tf minted defiance' 
and derision^ immediately sunk ondei^ the bottom of die pinnace, 
iu»l was'seennomof^. ^ .* ' ;. 

" Ungrateful viper ! "^ murmured .Goiirtenay, as he fell into die 
arms oiys men. t . ^ 

The boats hastened back to the frigate y they had but few men 
hyrt^ except those mentioned in our. narrative ; but the wounds of 
G>urtaiay and of P»8e w^e dangerous. The. creeses^ the pi-^. 
mtes hfd been'steqm in the juice of tbepine-apple/ which, when 
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five years ^om the time wheahe had first paid a visit to his once 
neglected wife, (Bd he continue to press his suit. The fect^ was, 
that, ^ far from tiring, his anxiety to effect the reunion was con- 
stantly on the increase, from the general admiration which was 
bestowed upon Emily when she madQ her appearance in public \ 
and Rainscourt f^It that his house would be more resorted to, and 
his cofmpany be m(M*6 courts, if 'he could havejander his immediate 
{HTOtection one wjiahad beauty sufficient to ^tisfy the most iasti- 
(£oos; 'and a certainty -of ultimate weaihh, exceeding the views of 
the most int^^e^ed. . , 

It was two years, pr more,, after die departure of Seymotir, that 
Mrs. Rainscourt shid Emily determined upon passing the autumnal* 
months at, Cheltenham, accompanied by ih^ M'Elvinas. A few 
days af|er their arrival, Mr. jRainscourt made his appear^ce/ He . 
wsffi now determined, if possible, to bring his suit to an issud. 
Some months back, he had formed the plan whibh he thought most 
likely to succeed. This was, to repair and ref^ish the castle i& 
Gsdway, and persuade Mrs. Rainscourt to pass %Sw weeks tWe, 
—when he hoped that, having her in aAdore isolated position^he 
might be induced to accede to his wishes. 

Workmen had been employed for some time repairing ihe^x- 
terior of the ancient pUcT-the interior had been embellished ufider 
the guidance of a man of taste, and without ahy,regard to eiqpense. 
S{)lendid furniture liad already been forwarded from London, so 
that Mr. Rainscourt's agent had wl*itteh to him, that in a few v?eekfi 
the castle would be ready for his reception. 

Upon his arrival at Gheltenhani, Mr. Rainscourt astonished every 
body by his splendid equipage. His carriages, his «tud, and the 
vfhole of his establishment, were quite unique* On the Otb^ 
hatid» Mrs. Jlainscourt and her daughter were equally objects of 
curiosity, not Ukely to pass unnoticed in such a place as, Chelten- 
ham, where people have nothing else to do but talk scandal, and to 
drink salt water as a punishment. 

The arrival of a pretty heiress increased very much the flow (rf 
bile ^n the young ladies, and in their mammas, who did not bring 
them to Cheltenham merely to drink ^e waters. The gendemen, 
morever, did vot admire beipg^so totally eclipsed J)y Mr. Rains- 
court, who rendet^ed insignificant what, previous to his appearance, 
had been considered to be ** quite the thing." The ladies would 
talk of nothing but Mr. Rainscourt and his equipage-— and such a 
. temdsome man, too^ Rut, on the whole, the females were the most 
annoyed, as there threat^g^ to be a stagnation in the market, until 
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fOftime ih India by a. spectriation in opiiiiB, and liis wife was lk% 
only ^ugiit^ of astckckbroker in the city, who died worth a plum." 

** No. 4— a IJttle yfma, if you please, Mrs. BiAop." 
• ** Yes, Miss/' ' ' 

About a fortnight after his arrival, Rahiscourt reoeived die in-^ 
^hgencd fit)ni his agent that every thing waseomplete at the castle, 
and te determined to go oyer himself to examine' it previous to 
oommobieftting his interested act of gallan&y to his wife. He. 
proposed to lIPElvina, with whdm Jie was on very friendly terms, 
m aceompany him, and M'Ehina wa^ dedded in accepting the 
ofifer, in coosequence.of Mr. Rainsc6urt's having informed him that 
t large property, cont%u<His<o his own, which had, almost from 
time immemorial,, been in possession of the M'Elvina family, was 
now for salf, the last possessor hknn^ gamUed the whole of *it 
away. 

." It may be worth your while," continued he, " if you are in* 
ebied to possesslanded property, to look at it, as my agent infQrms 
me that it will be disposed 0/ vei*y cheap, and will give you good 
interest for your money." ^ - ■ 

M^Elvin^ had long wi^K^ to live in Ireland, from which country 
bd derived Us descent, and he could npt but ^edlhat some untowatd 
reoognkion migl^ possibly take place in such a place of numerous 
resort as Chdteiiham) by whicb some of the passages in his early* 
career might be exposed. This a{q)eared to be a chapee wl^ch 
might not again {M*esent it^, and hiB gladly consented to accompany 
BaL^ourt in his excursion. , • . • 

After an absence of three we^s they returned. Tlie castle Imd ^ 
been fitted out in a styleof lavish expenditure and taste, and Bs»» 
court could find little to improve or add; The property wbid^ 
M^lvina wait over to examine, suited him both in i^'ic^ and ik 
idtuatioa; mtd having ccmsulted his wife, who conMally dcquiesoed 
m his view, he wrot^ Hr. Rainscourt's agait, requesting bim to^ 
condude the purchase** • , 

Rainscourt new determined upon making hi^ last effort for a 
resumption of naarital rights. Having introduced the conversation 
by stating in minute detail the alterations ^d improvements whidi 
he had made at the castfe, he then UEformed Mrs. R^inscourt that 
he had bteen to that expense in the nope that she would take po9- 
seiBtton of it for the remainder of (be autumn. 

*>* If, " said he, ^^ you knew the pleasure it would give me ci^ee 
miitxte to see yo« siirrouiMled with every luxury, in the place where 
wefomierty resided m poverty — if you knew the joy whic^your 
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pres^ice would di|^se among your srffecticoke tenaBts, and the 
suixiety with which they are eipecling your Appearance, for I 
Bfiust acknowledge that I promised them that you should gladden 
them* witji your return, you would not refuse the request I hava 
.made." 

But Rainscoijirt had not calculated well. If, there was, any spot 
of which the reminiscences were peculiarly painful to liis wife, it 
was the castled at Gal way. It was th'ere that, she hlad been treated 
with se^rity and conlempt— it was there that she had bem a*uelly 
deserted by her husband wben be was restored to afjSueoce* 
With the bitler filings attendant upon these recollections, Mrs. 
Ralnscourt penetrated into theinotivlK whi(^ had induced b^ 
husband to act, and th6 balance was more thsfn ever against his 
^use<^ ^' If you have fitted up the castle to oblige me^ Mr. Rain^ 
jpourl, I return ;|^ou my grateful thanks for your kindness and 
consideration ; but I do not think that Jcould enter the castle with 
pleasure; there are so many more painful than agreeable renlem- 
brances connected witli it, that I tfad rather dedine going tbere 
—the more so as I consider il too secluded for Emily. *' 
^ ** Rut not too secluded, Mrs. Rainscoiirt,*' replied he^ husband, 
dropjHng ouvone knee, " for.me to beseech pardon for my errors, 
and prove the sincerity Of my repentance. Let me conjure yon 
to allow it to be the sc^ne of the rencf^al of irty love and my 
adipirationy as it unfortunately was of my 6)Hy and. indifference. " 

"Mr. Rdnscourt, this interview must be decisive. . Enow, once 
for an, that such a reconciliation £|^ you would desire never can or 
shall take place. Spare, me l)ie pain of recapitulation. It is 
enough to say ^at once thrown from you, I cannot nor wiU not 
be resumed at your pleasure and fantasy. Although injured in 
the tenderest pomt, I forgive all that has passed, and shall' be 
happy to receive you as a friend, in private as weU* as in public ; 
.but all, attempts to obtai^ more will only i^t with mortiificatkm 
^and defeat. Rise, Mr. Rainscourt. Tak^my hand in firi^dship 
—it is offered with cordiality; but if you again ri^ume the subject 
of this meeting, Ishall be forced to deny mysdf'tO'you wh^ayou 
call." ... * • ' 

Rainscourt^ turned pale ayie complied wit^ her request. U$ 
had humiliated himself to no purpose. Mortified' pride, mingled 
with rejected passion, formed a compound of deadly hate, which 
raged with f ui^ against the late object of his desvr^. . J9e comimand- 
ed himself sufficiently to stammer ^ut his regrets, and promised 
not agsun to introduce (he subject ; and lifting up the o(fol*edband 
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respectfully U> bis ^f», he quilted her presence. tp meditate upcoi 
revenge. . . , 

The liberaf settlemems which he had made at the tirne of se-. 
paratioD, were too firmly secured to be withheld. To remove his 
daughter was the next idea which presented itself ;^ut that could ' 
noXbe effected. Emily was of a resdute disposition, and would 
not consent to leave h^r mother : and as^ appeal to Chancery 
W011I4 ^how how .unfit a person he ^was to have tb^. responsible 
charge of a young woman.* The night \vas passed in anxious - 
meditation, and 'before the morning his plans were arranged. 
Nothing could be acpomplished by force;. he must therefore resort 
to ^dres^ — he would t^ more than ever attentive, and trust to 
Ume and opportunity for the gratification, of his revenge. 

The^ parties continued at Ghelteiiham ; ^d Mr« Rainscourt, fol- . 
lowing MP his plan, made an avowal .to his vnfe, that he had now 
abandoned all hopes of succe^, and would not importune her any 
ifiore. He only requested that she would receive him on those 
terms of intimacy in which consisted the present happiness of his 
life. Mrs. Rainscourt, who, although she had resolution suffi- 
cient to refuse him, felt'(as,eYery woipdn must feel who has onge 
loved a man) great struggles in her oVm mind to decide the viti 
tory in favour of prudence, now leaned more ^yourably towards 
her husband than before. His assiduity for years — his indifference 
to money in fitting up the castle to please her— his humiliation 
when he knjeeled to her, an attitude«that haunt^ her even in her 
dreams— -his subsequent humble expressions of regret—his" polite, 
attentions^ notwithstanding his repulse— andj added to all these, 
her gratified (Hride— all tended 4;0 soften her h^rt : and it is more 
than prd}able.^hat, in a few months,*^he would have thought him 
sufficiently punished to have acceded, to^ his wishes;— but it was 
fated^ to be otherwise; 

One morning, Rainscourt called in his curricle, and as the 
horses stood ai the door, champing their bits, and tossing their 
heads as. they were held by the dismounted grooms, Mrs. Rains- . 
ccMirt, who was looking out of the window with her husband, and 
whose heart was fast warming towards him (for the tide once turn- 
ed, ^e flow of affection is rapid), playfully observed, "Mr" Rains- 
court, you often take Eouly out v^ith you, in your curricle, 4)ut 
you have neyer offered^to take me. I presume you think that 
I ^ too old. " V : • ' . ' ' 

. '^ bddeed, Mrs. Rainscourt, if I had thought that you would 
have ventured,' Emily would not So often have been seated at my 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Tiffi &e«0^ OWN. iM 

* * 
^^nwy are only £ptA itf iSlnst ^artiiig, mydosr-^ef will be 
^oiet difeolly/' . 

*^ LooIl there ! " (d)8er?ed one of the prc^iieaaderg ; ^*0iite*i Hn 
ItaMificcrart driving his wife 'm the curride/" 
'^Oby tbea, the bull has arriveil, you may depend upon &/* J 
As they spoke, the dog made a spring at the horses' h^s,-^tfaey 
jdttnged vioiendy^ and ^6rtly hHer set off at full speed. 
' Rainseo^rt eeuld not have stopped them tf be had wi^ed it ;;ibut\ 
Ae feet was that he had entered the enrride determtned to haawd 
his own life r&ther thaj^ not gratify his revenge. All 4hat was left 
for hfai was to guide them, and this he did so that Ae near wheel, 
came in contact with a post. The horses, with the pole and brolteB 
traces, continued their rapid career, leaving Rainscourt^. his wi^e, 
and the fragments of tte vehicle, in the road. ^ • , 

RaiBsconrt'ydan had been suceessfiil. Abhougfa madk contused 
by the fall, he was not severely injured! Mrs. Raiosoourt, who* 
had been thrown out vdth mofe vkHence,. over the bead of her hus- 
band, was taken up with a fractured skull, ^d in a few minutes 
breathed her last. ' • 



CHAFfER XLYJU. 

■ ^ Qh, for a^orty-paraon power to chant 

'Thy praise. Hypocrisy! Oh. for a hymn •* 

. liOM as the yirtties tiiou doet loudly Taunt, 

Not practise! • Byr6n. 

Hypocrisy* the thriving'st calling, 
^^ . The oidysaint's-beli that rings all in: 

w^ Agifttbatis^nQt^nlyablei ^ 

• To domineer among the rabble, 

, ^ But by the law'-s empowered to rout. 

And aw,e the greatest that stand out. 

HUDIBB4H. 

, ' i 

** All-pervading essence, whose subtle spirit bath become a piar| 
ceiihponeDt of every- thmg this universe contains— power that pr^ 
sidest over nations and countries^ kingdoms and cities, courts and 
palaces, andTevery, human tenement^ even to. the lowly cot—leaven 
of the gl6bet thikt workest in the coiincHs oF it^ princes, mthe rea^. 
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"AK)ear! . * 

'^ By thy professional foIlowers» the foshionsdble tailors/ hair^ 
dressers, boetHuakers, milliners, jewellers-^ali the auctioneers, and 
all the Jbazaars-r- * 

" Come to my aid ! 

**^By thy interested worshippers— by shuffling W — :— e, by 

Z- — ^M ^y, Lawyer S ^n^, W m S th, T 1 B — ^n, • 

Sir G ^r M*G r, and Dom M— ^1— 

** Appear! 

** By thy talented votaries— • ' * ' 

**Desc6)wl! 

** Still heedless?— Then, by the living B ^m, and the shade of - 

C— --g, come'! ^ • ^ 

^^ebellious and waywaid spirit ! I tell thee,' come thou must, 
whether thou art at a coAcil.to wage a. war in which thousands 
shall perish, or upon the padding of s^ coat, by which, unpaid ^r;* 
but one ninth part of a man shall-suffor— iwhether thou art fin^ing^ 
the powerful artillery of woman against unarmed man; and direct- 
ing the fire from her eye, which, like that of the Egypfian queen, ^ 
shall lose an empire — or art just as busy in th& adjustment of the * 
bustle* of a lady*s-maid— appear thou must. Th^re is one f5otent 
spell, one powerful name, which shall foi'ce thee trembling to my 
I^esaice— Now— . , 

" By alt that is contemptible — ^ 

. ** By his patriotism, his aJFfectioa for the army and the navy-^by 
his flow of eloquence, and his strength of argMment— by the cor- 
rectness of his statements, and the precision of his arithmetic— by 
his sum toule, and by Joey H — e, himself-^ 

"Appear!'* ' » 

( Humbug descends, amidst a discharge of Promethean and cop- 
perplate thunder. ) 

" 'Tis well!— Now perch upon the tip, and guide my pen, and 
cimtrive that the wiek^ess and hypocrisy of the individual may 
be forgotten in the absurdity of the scene." 

^ I ain not certam whether I spell this modenH inviention correctly ; if not, I must plead 
ignorance. I have asked several ladies of my acquaintance, w^'declare that they never 
heard of such a thing; which, p^aps, the reader will agree with me, is all humbug. 
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''Jibs Eotff's TibaiA toM my Abtgail tastingitt, l)»t tke Mks 
quite beautiful in her fnourning. But \ suppose ^e WSI n^t ccmie 
•n the promenade agaiif, before she leaves Cheltenham*" '^ 

" She ought not," replied a young lady, who did not much ap- 
prove- of sp hamiiM)nie an heiress remaining at Cheltenham. *' It 
v^ill be very incorrect if she does : soime one ought to tell her so." 

With tl)e excfeption of Mr. Potts, no one had dared to break in 
up6n,the solitude of Mr. Rainseourt, wh6*had remained the whole 
day upon the sofa, with the urn on the table before him, and the 
shutters dosed to exclude' the light, The. worthy curate ckUed 
npo^ him every evening, renewing hi» topics of consolation,, and 
pointing 6ut {be duty of ctiristran resignation.^ A deep .sigh! a 
keavy Ah ! wsl long dk*awn Oh ! were aU the variety of answers 
Aax could be obtained for Some days. But time does wonders : 
and Mr. Rainscourt s^ last inclined ^u, ear to the news of the day, 
and listened with marked attention to the ans^^ers vrhich he elicited' 
from the curate, by his indirect qnestions,' as to whaf the world 
ssndabouthim. * 

** Gome, come, Mr. Rainscourt, do not indulge your grief any- 
more. Excess becomes crtmina}. A is my duty to tell your so, '''^ 
and yours to attend to me. It is not to be expectfed that you will, 
imm^atel^retum to the world and its amusements ; but as there' - 
Hmst be a beginning, ^hy not come and takeyoui; fomily dinujer 
tcMiay with Mrs. Potts^and me ? Now let me persuad^^f^u^sbo 
will be delight^ to see you — ^we dine at five. A hot joint-Sbthing 
«»re." , 

Rainscourt,* who was rather tired of solitude, refused in mth a 
way as to induce the worthy curate to* reiterate his invitation^ and 
at length', with. great apparent unwillingness, consentedi. The 
curate sat with him until the (Unner hour; when, leaning on the 
p^tor's arm, Rainscouit walked dovm the street, in aU the trap-, 
pings of his woe,' ai^d his eyes never once raised frond the ground. 

•* There's Mr. Rainscourt!" "There's Mi. Rainscourt!" whis-* 
pered some of the promenaders who were coming iqp the istreet. 

**No! that's not l]im." 

** Yes it is, viralkmg with Mr. Potts ! Don't you see his beauti-^' 
fill large dog following him ? He never walks without it« An't it 
a beMty ? It'a a Polygar dog ftt)m the East-Indies. His name is 
Tippoo." 

. llie house itf the curate wits b^t a short dist^ce f roih the lodg- 
ings occupied by Mr. Raini^court. Tfaey soon entered, and were 
bi<) from the prying eyes of the idle and the curious. * 
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'^i hfve persuadec^Mp^ Rainscourt tx) come and take a fa^fAy 
dinner .^ith us, my deary ^ 

*<^uite delighted to see hiin" replied Mrs. Potts, casting a 
sidelong angry glance at her husband. 

Sfr. Rainscourt made a slight bow, and threw himself pn the Sofa, 
qovering his face with his hand, as if the light was hideous. 

Mrs. Potts torfc fte opportiipity of escaping by thedpor> beck- 
oning to her husband as soon as she was outside. 
* " And I will go and decant the wine. — Quite in the family way, 
Mr. Rainscourt-r-no ceremony". You'irexcuse me," continued the 
curate, ^ he obeyed the summons of his wife, like a school-i)Qy 
ordered up to be birched. ' ^ . * * 

** Well, my dear ? " interrogated Mr. P(Jtts, humbly, as sqon as 

the door was closed. • But Mrs. Potts made no reply, until she bad 

X led her husband to «uch a distance from the parlour as she imagined 

would prevent Mr. R^nscoort firom being roused by the high pitch 

to which she intended to raise her voice. 

" I do declare; Mr. PottsT, you are a complete fooL Saturday — 
all the maids washing — and ask him to 'dinner ! There's positively 
nothing to eat. ^ Jt really is t(^pri)voking.*' 

* *' Well, my dear, what does it matter ? The poor man wiU, th 
sSl prqbabiUty, not eat a bit— he is so overcome." • 

"So over-fiddtesticked !'' replied the lady. ** Grief iMivep hurts 
the ap]|£t|{^, Mr. Potts ; on the contrary, people care more then 
about a good dinner than at other times. It*s tlie only enjoym<^t 
they can have without being accused by the world of want of 



"Well, you know better than I, my dear^ but I really think, thai 
if you were to die I could not eat a bit.^' 

"And I tell you, irfri P(ms, I could, if you were to die to-mor- 
row.— So stupid of you !— Sally, run and take off the table-doth, — 
it's quite dirty ; put on Q0e of the fine damask." ' 

" They will be very4arge for the table, Ma^aqa." 

" Never mind— be quick, and step next door, and ask the old 
German to come in and wait at table. He shaH have a pint of 
strong beer." 

, Sally did as she was hid. Mr. Potts, whose wine had been 
decanted Ipng before, ^md Mrs. Potts, who bad vested her spleen 
upon her husband, returned into the parlour together. 

*.* My dear Mr. Potts is so particular about decanting his wine,-** 
observed the lady, with a gracious smile, as she entered— "he is so 
long about it, and scolds me so, if evejr I widi to do it for him," 



Digitized by 



Google 






THE KING'S O^N. 305 

Mr. I^lts was^ Wtlc surprised at the last accusation ; but as he 
had long been drilled, he laughed assent. A tedious half hour-^ 
during which the lady held all the conversation to herself, for the 
curate answered onfy in monosyllabic compliance, and Rainscourt 
made no answer* w)iatever — elapsed before dinner was announced 
by the German mercenary who had been subsidized. 

**1Weinheer, de dinner was upon de table?' ' 

** Come, Mr. Ramscourt," said the curate, in a persuasive 
tone. 

Rainscourt got up, and without ofliring his awn to the lady, who 
had her own bowed out in readiness, stalked out of the ^oom by* 
the sfde of Mr. Potts, followed by his wife^ who-. By her looks, . 
seemed to imply that ^he considered that the demise of one woman 
was no excuse for 4 breach of politeness towards another. ^ 

The covers were i*emoved— two small sbfes (much too miaU for/ 
three people), an3 a dish of potatoes. .^* Will yim allow me to' 
offer yon a little 3ole, Mr. Rainscourt? I am Sfraid you Vvill have * ; 
a very poor dinner. " , 

Rainscourt bowed in the negative, and the soles disappeared in 
a very short time between the rci^pective organs oi masticatioii of 
Mr. and Mrs* Potts. 

The dishes of the fir*t course were removed j and the German 
appeared vrith a covered dish, followed by Sally, who brought 
some vegetables, and returned to the kitchen for more. ■' , 

** I am afraid you lyill have a very poor dmner, " repeated the 
lady—** Take off the cover§, Sueider.— Will you allow me to help 
you to a piece of this?" ' ' 

K^inscourt turned his head round to see if the object offered * 
was such as to tempt his appetite, and beheld a—smoking bulbck's 
heart! ' . 

** My wife, my wife! " exclaimed he, as he. darted from his 
chair; and covering his face, as if to hide from his sight the object, 
which occasioned the concatenation of ideas, attempted to ran out 
of the room. 

But his escape was not so easy. In his hurried movement he 
had entangled himself with the long table-cloth that trailed on' 
th^ carpet, and, to the dismay of the party, everything that was 
on the table was swept off in his retreat; and as be had blind- 
iblded himself, he rail with such force against the German, who 
was in the act of receiving a dish from Sally, that, precipitating 
him against*her, theyboth rolled prostrate on the flpor. 

** Ah, meiJa Got, mein Got 1 " roared the German, as his face 

20 
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was smothered Vith the hot stewed, peas, a (Mi^ wkieb Jbe was 
earryifig, jas Ife fell on his back. 

** Oh, my eye, my eye ! " bellowed SaBy, as she. rdled upon Jhe 
flfoor. 

" My wife, my wife ! "» reiterated Ramscourt, as hetramjJed over 
ttfem, and secured liis retreat. 

• " And oh, my dinner, my dinner !" ejaculated the cursrte, as he 
surveyed ih^ general wreck.; 

"And oh, you fool, you fool,. Mr. Potts!" echoed the lady, 
with her arms akimb6 — ^Ho ask such a man to dine viHth 
ryou!'* ' ^ . 

** Well, I had no idea that he could have taken it so much to 
keart, ** replied the curate, meekly. 

But we must follow Rainscourt, who— whelJter really agitated 
by the circumstance^i or, aware tha^ it would be bruited abroad, 
thought that a display of agitation would \)e *advisable,-^proceeded 
*witH hurried steps to the promenades, where he glided, through 
the thoughtless crowd with the silent rapidity of a gliost. Ifeiving 
Siiffifiendy Siwakened the curiosity of the spectators, he sankdovm 
on one of th^tmost retired benches, with his eyes fcr sotoe time 
thrown up in contemplation of the fleecy douds, beyond which 
kind spirits are supposed to look.down, aad weep over the follies 
and inconsistencies of an erring world. Casting his eyes to earth, 
Jhe beheld— horror upon horrors !-^die detested bullock's heart, 
which his* great Poly gar dog had seized d|iring the confusion of 
the dinner scene, and had followed him out wijth it in his mouth. 
Finding it too hot to carry immediately after its seizure, he had 
for a time laid it down, an^ hkd just arrived with it. There he 
was^ nbt a foot from the bench, his jaws distended with the prize, 
tossing up his head as if^ in mockery of his piaster, and wagging 
Us long-feathered tail. , . ' 

Rainscourt again made k precipitate retreat to his own lodgings, 
accompanied by the faithful animal, who, delighted at the unusual 
rapidity of his master's movements, bounded before bim with his 
ti*easure, of which he was much too polite to think of making a 
repast until a more seasdnable opportunity. . Rainscourt knocked 
at the door — as soon as it was opened, the dog bounced up before 
him, entering the chamber of woe, and, crouching Wder the table 
ftpon which' the golden urn was placed, with the heart between 
his paws, saluted his master with a rap or two of his tail on the 
carpet, and commenced his dinner. 

The servant was summoned, and Rainscourt, without looking at 
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efttertlie urn, the.'dog^ or the man, cried — n^ an angry tone, 
" take that heart, and throi;^ it away immediatety. " 

** Sir^ '' replied the domestic, with astonishment, who did not 
observe the dog, and his occupation.^ 

<* throw it away immediately, Sir— do yoa hear ? '* 

" Yes< Sir, " replied the man, taking the urn from the table, 
and quitting the ropm with it, muttering to himself, as he descend- 
ed the stairs^ ^^ I thought it wouldn't last long." Having ol)ey^ 
his supposed instructions, he returned — *^ If you please, JSir, 
where ami to put the piece of plate?*' 

'* The piecQ6f plate!'* Rainscburt turned round, and beheld 
the vacant urn. It ^^fVts too much-^that evening he ordered the 
horses, and left Cheltenham for ever. 

Various were the reports of the subsequent woek. S(yne said 
that the fierce dog had broket)pen the urn, and * devoured the 
embahsfed heart. Some4old -one stpry — some anotl^r ; and, be- 
foi^ethe week was over, all the stories bad become incompre^ 
besisiblie;. 

InonepouDit they all agreed—that Mr. Rainscourt's grief was 
aU humbug. ; ( ' * 

" 'Xis well!— Thou hast * done thy spiriting gently,' o^ for 
thy tardy coming, I w^uld have sentenced thee to the task ol 
infusmg thy spirit into the consistent Eldon, or initd King Arthur 
Duke of Wellington— ^here, like a viper at a file, thou shouldest 
have tortured thyself in vain. " • , 



CHAPTER XLIX. 

' _ There Leviathan, 

Hugest of liying creatures, on the deep', 
Stretch'd Uke a promontory, sleeps or swims. 

MflLTOR. 

• . * • * i 

Congratulate me. Reader, that, . notwithstanding I have been 
beating against ^nd and tide, that is to*say, writing tliis book^^ 
through ail th^ rolling and pitching, head-ache and indigestion, 
incident to the confined and unnatural life of a sailor, Lhave ac- 
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rived at my last chapter. Yqu may be surprised at this asser^oil, 
finding yourself in the middle of the third volume ; but such is the 
fact. Doubtless you have imagined, that, according to the usual 
method, I had begun at the beginning, and would have finished 
at the end. H^d I done so, this work wotild not have been so near 
unto a dose as, tliank Heaven, it is at present. . At time I.Jhave 
been gay, at others, sad; and I am obliged to^ write according to 
.my humour, which, as variable as the wind, seldom continues in 
one direction. I have proceeded .with this book as I^hould do 
if I had had to build a ship.* The flimensions of every separate 
piece of tiojber I knew by the sheer-draught which laid before 
me. It therefore jnade no difference upon which I began, as they 
alt were to be cut out before I bolted theni together. I should 
have taken them just as they came to hand, and sorted them for 
their respective uses. My keel is laid on' the slips,, and, my, stem 
is raised ; these will do for futtocks—these for beams. I lay those 
aside for riders ; and out of these gnarled and twisted pieces of oak^ 
i select my knees. It is of little consequence upon which oiy adze 
.is first employed: Thus it was that a fit- of melancholy produced 
the last half of the third Volume ; and my stern-post, transoms, and 
fashion-pieces, were framed out almost before my floor-timbers 
were laid. 

. But you wiD perceive that this is of no consequence. All are 
now bolted together ; and, with the exception of a little dubbing 
away here and there, a little gingerbread work, and a coat of paint, 
she is ready for launching. . 

Now all is ready. — Give me the botde of wine — and as she rusBes 
into the sea of public opinion, upoti which her merits are to be as- 
certained, Lchristen her ^'^The KiN<f s Own." 

And now that she^ is>afloat, I must candidly acknowledge that I 
am not exactly pleased with her. To speak technically, her figure- 
head is not thrown out enough. To translate this observation into 
plain English, I find, on turning over the different chapters, that 
"my hero, as I have often designated him, is not sufficiently the hero 
of my^tale. As soon as he is shipped on board of a man-of-war, 
" he becomes as insignificant as a midshipman must unavoidably be, 
from his humble situation. I see the error— yet I cannot correct 
It, without overthrowing all *' rules and regulations," which I 
cannot persuade myself to do, even in a work of fiption. Traon- 
' mellecl as 1 am by "the servicfe," 1 can only plead guilty to what it 
is impossible toamend withouf commencing de novo — for every thing 
and everj body must find their levdl on board of a King's stop. 
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WdU, * I've one, ootdfoit left— Sir Walter Scott has never suc- 
ceeded in making a h^ro ; or, in other words, his best characters 
are not those .which commonly go under the designation of **the 
* l**o." I am afraid there is something irreclaftifiably iasipid in 
^these preux chevalier's. , ^ 

But I must go in searqh ofthe Aspasia. .There she is, with stud- 
ding-sails ;5et, about fifty miles to the southward of the Cape of 
Good Hope; and I think that when the reader hais fijoished this 
chapter, he will be inclined to surmise that the author, as well as 
the Aspasia, has mostdecidedly .' ' doubled the Cape." 

The frigate was standing' her course before a light breeze, at the 
rate of four or five knots an hoiir, and Captain M-^— was stand- 
ing at the break of the g'angway, talking^ with j!he first-lieutenant, 
whenW man stationed at th6 mast-head called out, "A rbck on 
the lee-bow!" The Telemaque shoal, which is supposed to exi^ 
somewhei^e'to the southward of the Cape, but whose situation has 
never been ascertained, had just before been the subject of thefr 
conversation. * . . , * 

Starded at the intelligence, Captain M-r--^ ordered thestuddiM- 
sails to be jaken in, and, hailing the man at the mast-head, inquired 
bow far. the rock i^as distant frbm the ship: 

*• I can sefrit off the fore-yard/' answered Pearce, the master, 
who had immediately ascended the rigging upon the report. 

The first-lieutenant naw went ploft, and soon brought it dowp to 
AeMower ratlines. In a few minutes it was distinctly seen fi^om 
the deck ofthe frigate^ 

The ship'« course was altered three or four poiiits, that no risk 

might be incurred ; and Captain M , directing the people aloft 

to keep a sharp look-out for any change in the colour 6f the water, 
continued to near the supposed danger in a slanting direction. 

The rock appeared to be about six or seven feet above the wa- 
ter*S edge, with a base of four or five feet in diameter. To the 
great surprise of ?iB parties, there was no apparent change in co- 
lour to indicate that they shoaled their water ; arid it was not until 
tbey hove to within two cables' length, and the cutter was order^ 
lo bj cleared away, to examine it, that they^erceived that the ob- 
ject of their scrutiny was in motion. This was now evident, arid^n 
a direction crossing the stem of the ship. # 

**I thipk that it is some kind of fish," observed Seyftiour; "I 
saw it raise its tail a little*outf of the water." 

And such it proved to be,^as it shortly afterwards passed the ship 
within half a cable's iength. It wasa Idrge spermaceti whale ^ on 



Digitized by 



Google 



HO Tm MSH&S OWN. 



Digitized by 



Google 






biiinpur,nbe/opowing story :--^ ^ ' . 

*' A lad, who bad been some years at sea, retorned borne to his 
^ed grandmother, who wa^ natoraUy curious to bean bis adven- 
tures.— * Now, Jack,' said tbe old won^an, *1«11 me all ydu'vfe se^, 
and tell me the most wonderful ibing^ first/** • 

** * Well, gnpuiy, wten we were in the Red Sea we anchored 
dbse to tbe shore, and wh«[i we hove 'the i|ncbor up, there .ws^ii 
, diaripf wheel kmging to it/ 

" * Ob ! Jack, Pharaoh and bis host were df owned in the-Red^ • 
,Sea, you know ; tbat proves iJiat tbe Bible \& all true. Well) JstcH» 
and what else did yon see?'; , * * • 

" * Why, granny, when I was in tbe West Indies, I saw whole 
mountains of sugar, and the rivers. between them were ^11 runu' 

"■*True, •rue,' said tbe old woman, smacking her li|j5 ; *we ^t 
all the sugar and rumiromihere, you ko^w. ' Pray /Jack; did you 
everse^amermmd?' • ' • • • . 

u * Why, no', mother, but I've seen a merman/ 
/**Well, let's hear, Jack/ 
• ** ' Why, mother, when we-iinchored to tlie northward of St. 
Kilt's, one Sunday morning a voie^ caUed us from alongside, and 
when we looked over, there was a mermadi just come to^ttiHe top of 
tbe water; be stroked down his hair, and touched it,'as we do our 
hats, to tbe caj^n, and toldium that he would feel much obliged lo 
turn to trip his anchor, as it had been let go just before the door 
of bis house below, which they could not open in consequence, and 
Ms wife would be too kte (b go to churdi/ 

'^ ^ God bless ftie ! ' says tbe old woman ; * w;faY tbej^re diristiuis, 
I do^de^lare !— Akid now* Jack, tell me something move.^ 

*^ Jack, who^se invention was probably ex{|9^sted, then told her 
that he bad se^ hundreds of fish flyitig in tbe air. - 

** 'Gome, G<»ne, Jack,' teid the old womgn, *.now "you're hmn- 
ming nicr-don't attennpt to put such stories o^ on your old granny. 
'Ae diariot wheel I can' b^ve, because it's likely; the sugar and 
rum I know to be true ; and also the merman, for I haye seen jrie- 
tures of tbeo}. But as for fish flying in 4he air. Jack— that's a 
lie/" ^ 

'' Exc«Ueik, '' smdGaptain M— — ; *.* then the only part Chat was 
U^dae rejecsted, believing all the monstrous lies thiit he hadcoined." 

''If any unknown individual," observed Hacsdlan, 'tsmd not 
Gaptain Cook, had reported the exi^tence^f sech an animal^afi the 
orjuthoryncbu^, cr duck-billed platypus, widiout bringii^ faonf^4iie 
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of our o'iiKies^so <ja6f to our noses, that, wet csmnot help readin;]; 
every line. It is true,<tfaat when suffering with disuse, and terrified 
with the idea of going vfe know not where, h^ assails the enfeeMed 
mind and body, and.scaresiaway the little resolution welmve left ^ 
But in the heyday of youth, in the vigoui^ of health, with the means 
of administering to our follies, and add^g daily ancl hourly io our 
crimes, he ** never mentions hell to^ears politer." . In fact/he never 
attacks* a man who has ntore than, ten thousand a year. Like a 
London tradesman, he never presents his bill as long as you give 
him fresh orders that will increase it ; but once prove yourselfto be 
* cleaned. out,' by no longer swelling th6#mount, and he pounces 
upon you, and demands a post-obit bond upon the next -world, 
which, like all others, will prqbably be found very disagreeable 
and inconvenient to Uquidate. Con^ience, therefore, is not, an 
honest, stui:dy adviser,, but a sneaking scoundrel, who^ allows you 
to run intQ his d^t, never caring to^ell you; a^ a cau^n; but rather 
(Concealing your bill from yoii, asjiong as there is«a chance of )our 
icucreasing its length— satisfied that, ev^tuafly, he must be paid iji 
someshape'OPother^ ... * -.. - 

The M*Elvina^, who couldnot le^ve Emily by herself, took up 
their abode at the hall, until the necessary arrangements had been 
completed, and then remqved with her to th9 cottage, that they 
might attend to their own affairs. Emily was deeply affected at 
* the^ loss of her mother. She had always been a kind and indulgent 
friend^ .who had treated her more as an equal than as one subject tO'^ 
. authority and control, ^he M^Elvinas were anxious to remove 
Eniily from^ the hall, wher^e every object that presented itself formed 
a link of association with h^r loss, and trifles inlhemselves would 
occasion, a fresh burst of grief frojooi the affectioMte and sorrowful 
girl. And she may be pardoned when I 3tate, that, perhaps, t^ 
bitt6resttears which were shed were those when she threw herftif 
,on' that sofa where she had ren)aia6d after, the abrupt departui^e of 
William Seymour. - ,^ * 

The vicar hasiOQcd to offer his ccmdolencej^ and finding that 
£mily« was as resigned as could be expected, after a long visit walk- 
ed out with M^Elvina, thajt he might, have a more detailed accouni; 
of the unfortunate Bvent. M'Elvina related it circumstantially, but 
>vithout communicating the suspicions which the story of the grooms 
bad occasioned, for he vras awdre that the vicar vvas too charitable 
to allow anything but positive evidence to be of w?eight in an ^ccur 
sation so degrading to human nature. 

" It is straifge," observed |he vidar, very gravely; " but Jt seems 
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as if a hfpMty auonded thj^ possessors of ibis s^leadid estate. Xbe 
death of Admiral de Gourey was under mo^)t)aiiifuI circumstances, 
wi^out a friend or relative to cl<)se his ejes*; it was followed by that 
of his immediate heir, twho was drowned as sqor ahnost as the pro- 
perty devolved to bim-^and I^' who was appointed to be his guar- 
dian, never bdidd my charge: Now we have another violent death 
of die possessor — a^d all witbin the s^ce of twdve or thirteen 
years. ''You have prd)ably heard something of the syiigulaf history 
of the former hcfir to the estate? '! 

''i h^rd you stat^ that he was drowned, at sea; but nothing 
flrtljer." . . ' \ 

*' Or, rather, supposed *to be, for, we never had proof positive. 
He was sent at^^ay in a pri^e, whidi never was heard of; and, al- 
tbou£^ therj^ is BO<confirmadon of the fact, I haVe no doubt but be 
was lost. ' *I do' not know when I was so much distnes^ as at the 
death of that child. There was a peculiarity of incident in his Jm- 
tbry , the factsx)f whidi I have not as yet communicated to any one> 
^8 there are* certain {(oints which even distant branches of the fa- 
mily may iSnsh to keep concealed-r-yet, upon a.prmmse o^^secrecy, 
Mr. M'Elvina, I will impart them to you." 

The promise bmg giv^, the vid^ cgmQienccKi wdth the history 
of Admir^ de Courey,-T-his treatment of his wife and cl^dreB, — 
the unfortunate marriage, and more imfprtimate demise of Edward 
Peters, oi! ratl^r of Edw.ard de Courcyrr-the acknowledgm^it of 
bis grandson by Admiral de Courcy on bis death4)ed-^the'2|ccount 
of Adams — his death — the boy being senUaway in a {urize, and 
drowned at sea. '' I have all the particulars in writing," continued 
the good man, ^^ and the nepessary documents ; and his identity was 
easy' to be proved by th^ mark of the bi:oad-arrow imprinted on 
bis shoulcter by old Adams." 

^^ Heavens ! is it possible ? " ^xdaime^'M'Pviiia, grasfAng the 
*arm of the vicar. '* v • 

/ " What dc^ yoa^ean ? " > **' , 

*' Mean !— 1 mean that the boy is alive— has been in your cqia- 
pjmy within the last two years." 4 ♦ 

f^Thatboy"?" " - 

. ' " Yes, that boy— that boy is William Seymour." 
, *' Merciful 'God! how inscrutable are thy ways!" exctaimed 
the vicar, with astonish^enj; and reverence. -^'Exu^ain to me, mj 
dear Sir, how,can you esti^ish yiMir asserticm?" 
• If the reader Will refer, back to the circumstance of the vicar 
filing upon Capti^ M«~^, be wijl oBserve, that, upon being 
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iBftfkl aequj^ted iri^ tbe loss of tbe child, he w» so much shock- 
ed that he withdrew^without Unpartuig thie particulars to cpe who 
was -a perfect stranger i and, oq theother band, Captain M-^ — , 
whan Seymour again n^de hh s^pearanc^, aft6r an interval of 
three years, tot having been put in -possession of theaa facts, or 
even knov^ii^ the vicar's address,or name, had nb means of com- 
municating the intelligence^ of the boy*s recovery. 

"I must now/ Sjr," said M*Elvina to the vicar,, *^reMjirn the 
confidence which, you have placed in me, under the ssune, promise 
of secrecy, by making you acquaipted with some particulars of mg 
former life« at which I acknowledge! have reason to blush, and 
i^4iich nothing l)ut the interestsosf William Seymour would have 
indeed me to disclose/' > »* * ' ' 

M'Elvina then acknowledged his; having fo^hnerly be^n engaged 
io smuggUng — his picking up the boy from the wreck^his care of 

him for three years—the capture of his vessfel by Captain M , 

and the circumstsmces,that bad induced.-Captain M to take the 

boy under his; protection. The mark was as legible as ever, and 
there c»uld be no doubt of his identity being satisfactorily Esta- 
blished. 

The vicar listened to the narialicm witti the interest wJiich ijt 
deserved, and acknowledged his conviction of the^dearness of the 
evidence, by observing-"- . . ^ 

y This will be a heavy blow to our dear Emily." 
" Not a very heavy one, |. imagine,'* replied M^ElviQa, who 
]0imediately relieved ibe mind of the worthy man by communicat- 
ing the attadunent between them, tmd the honourable behaviour of 
Seymour. * , 

** How very strange this isl" replied the vicar. , **It reaUy 
would be a good subject for a novel. I only trust thiat, like s^ 
^ventions of the kind, it may end as happily." 

'^ I trust so too ; but let us now consider w|iat must be done." 
' ' I should advis^ his being sent for immediately. " . ^ 
^^ And so should I ; but I expect, from the l^t accounts which 
I received from him, that the ship will have left her station to 
return home befc^re our letters can arrive thei^e. My plan is, to. 
keep quiet until his return. The facts are knovm,- and can be es? 
tid>lished. by us alone. Let u$ immediately take $uch precautions 
as our Jegal advisers may think requisite,^ that prpo£s may not be 
wanting in case|| our sudden demise ; but we must n<)t act until he 4 
jyrrives in thE country, for Mr. Rainscourt is a difgcult and dan- 
gerous person to d^l with." , r 
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^* You are wght," replied 'the vicar ; ** \pheD do you leave this 
for Ireland ? " • 

** In a few dfeiys— but I shall be ready to appear the ifibment that 
I hear of the ship's* arrival. In the meantime, I shall make the 
necessary affidavits, in case of accident." 

M'EIvina and the vicar separated. M*Elvina, like a dutiful hus*- 
band, comniunicateiS the joyful intelligence to his wife, and his 
wife, U) soothe Emily under her affliction, although she kept the 
secret, now talked of Seyiiioor. ' In a few days the arrangements 
were made — the (iottage was put into an agent's hands to be dis- 
posed of ; and, quitting with regt'et an abode in which they had 
passed some years. of unalloyed happiness, they set off for Galway, 
- where they found Rainscourt on their arrival. Consigning his 
daughter to his care/ they removed to their own house, which was 
on the propei^y which M'EIvina had purchased,^nd about four 
miles distant frem the castle. M'Elvina's name was a"* passport to 
the hearts of his tenants, Who declared that the head of the house 
, ted come unto feis own again: That he had thelrue eye of the 
M^lvinas, there was no mistaking, for no other family had«9uch an* 
eye. That his honour had gladdened their hearts by seeing the 
property into the ould family again— as ould a one as any in ouM 
Ireland. • - * . * ^ 

M'Efvina, like a wise man, held his tongue ; ahd then they talked 
of their, mi%rtuiieS--of the bad potatoe crop — of ^arrears of rent 
— one demand was* heaped upon another, until Jl'Elvina was ulti- 
mately obliged to ref^ them all tp the ageiit, whom he requested 
to be as lenient as possible. 

Emily was now reinstated in ]the casde, where 6he had passed the 
first years other existence, and found that all in it was new, except 
her old nurse Norah. The contiguity of the M'Elvinas was a source 
6f comfort to her, for she could not admire the dissipated compa- 
nions of h6r father. Her life was solitary— but she hadnumerous 
resources within hgrself, and the winter passed rapidly away. 

In the spring,;, she '.returned to London with her father, who 
proudly Introduced his daughter. Many were the solicitations of 
those who admired. her person or her purse. But in vain;—her 
heart was pre-engaged ; aind it was with pleasure that she returned 
to Ireland^ after the season was over, to renew her intimacy with 
the M*EIvinas, and to cherish, in Ber solitude, the remembrance of 
the hafidsome and high-minded William SeymouH^ 
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. - CHAPTER LI. 

And now with sails declin'd, . 
The wetidering vessel drove before the wind; ; 
Toss'd and retosp'd aloft; and then alow; , - ^ 

Nor port they seek, nor certain course they know. 
But every moment- wait the coming blow. 

• * Dbtdbn. 

f " • . ^ . ' • 

Three days aftef the Aspa$ia had taken a fresh departure from 
the Western Isles, a thick fog came. on, the continuance of which 
prevented (hem from ascertaining their situation by the chrono- 
meter^ The wind, which blew favourdbiy from the southreast^ 
had, by their dead r^oAing, driven them as Car north as the iati* 
tude c^Ushant, \^itdRlf their once having had an opportunity* of 
finding out the precise situation of the frigate. The wind now 
shifted more to the eastward; and increasing to a gale, €aptaia 
M-: — determined upon making Cape dear,. on the southern coast 
of Ireland ; but having obtained sights for the chronometers, it 
was discovered that they ^ere far to the westward of the reckon- 
ing, and had not chance of making the point of land which they hatl 
intended. For many days. they had to contend against strong 
easterly gales, with a heavy sea, and had sought shelter under the 
western coast of Ireland. < . , 

The weather moderating, and the wind veering again to the 
southward, the frigate's head was put towards the shore, that they 
might take a fresh departure ; but scarcely had they time to con- 
gratulate themselves upon the prospect of soon gaining a port,. . 
when there was every appearance-of a^pther gale coming on from 
the south-we§t. As this was from a quarter \<'hich, in all proba- 
bility, would scarcely allow the frigate to weather. Mizen-head, she 
was hauled off on the larboard tack,, and all sail put on her which 
prudence would permit in the heavy cross sea, which had not yet 
subsided. * ♦ » 

"We shall have it all back again, lam afraid. Sir," observed 
' the master, looking to windward at the horizon, which, black as ■ 
pitch, served as a back-ground to relieve the white curling tops of 
the seas.* "Shall we have the trysails up, anftbend them? " . * 
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"T!» boatswain fe dpwi^after themiiow, Pearce^'* ^id the first- 
lieutertant. 

'* The weather is indeed .threatening," replied thecaptain, as 
be'tumed from the weather-gangway, where he had peeh stand- 
ing, and wiped the spray from his face, with which the Atmosphere 
was charged; **and I perc^ve that the g^lass is very low. Seijd 
the small sails down out ol^ the tops ; as soon as the stay-sail is oh 
her^ lower the gaff, and furl theispanker ; the watch will do. When 
we go to quartets, we*ll double-breech the gutts. Let the car- 
penter have his tarpaulins ready for battening down — sei^ for the 
biatswain^ and let the boats on the booms be well secured. * I^ Aat 
eight bells striking? Ttien pipe to supper first ; and, Mr. Hardy," 

added Captain Ikt , as ha descended the^ companion-ladder, 

." they may as well hook the rolling*-tackles again." * 

. " Ay, ay, Sity' replied Hapdy, as thq captain disappeared. "I 
say, Bfeister, the skipper don't like it— FU swear that,* by his look 
as he turned from the gangway. He wap as stern as the figure 
head of the Mars." ^ * ^^H 

- ** That's just his way ; if even the dements threaten him*, he re*- 
turns the look of defiance." 

" He 'does so," replied the master, who appeared to be ujuusuaHy 
grave, (as if iu sad presentiment of evil). " I've watched him often. 
— ^Butit'snouse— they mind- but one." , » 

**Very true— neither can you conciliate fhem by smiling; die 
cinly way to look is to look sharp out. Eh, Master I " said the first- 
lieutenant, slappmg him familiarly on the back. 

** Gome, no skylarkmg, Hardy— it's easy to tdl the skipper isn't 
on deck. T expect as much sl^p to-night as a dog vane— these 
soutb-Westm*s generally fast their three days." 

"I am glad to hear that," said Merrick, a youngster, vrithan 
oval laHghing fece, who, being a favourite with both the officers^ 
had v^tured to the weather-side of thequarter-deck in the 2d[)sence 
of the captain. ^ ' ' 

" kod why, Mjc. Merrick?" inquired the toaster^ gravely. 

" Oh, it's my morning* watch to-morrow. We shidl be all snog; 
no sails to trim, no sails to set, and no holy-stoning the deck — no^ 
thing to do bjit to keep myself warm under the weatheH[)ulwsn%s." 
• ** At, yQu idle scamp," said the first-lieutenant, smiling. 

** So, young man, you ivish us to J)e on deck aH night, that yon 
may have nothmg to do in the morning, the day wm come when ' 
you will know what responsibility is," retorted Pearc^. 

♦* It you're up all night. Sir," replied the boy, laughing, i** youl 
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vf$m a eupof coffee in tte morning waiu^. I sbaA eomem for my 
share of that, you know." : 

"Ah, well, it's an ill wind that blows nobody goo^" observed 
Pewce ; ** but ^u are young to be selfish." 

"Indeed I am not selfish, Sir," replied the boy, hurt at the i^- 
biiike froB^one who bad been kind to him, and to whom he was at-^* 
tached. "I was only joking,.! only meant," continued he, feeling 
deeply, but not at the momen%abl^ to describe his feeliiigs — " t 
only said— oh ! d—n the coffee," \ ' * * 

' '* And now you're only swearing, I suppose," replied the master. 

*' Well, it's enough to make a saint swear to be accused of being 
s^sh, and by you too." - 

" WeH, well, .Youngster,' there's enoi^hof it — y6u spoke with- 
out thinking. Go down to your tea now, and you shall have your 
sh»e of tllfe coffee tp-morrow, if there iS any." 

After supper the watch wias called, and the directions given by 
the captain to the first-^Ii^utenant were punctually obeyed. Thfe 
drum then beat to cgi^ters earlier than usual; the guns were 
doubly soured ; the dead-lights shipped abaft ; the number of inches 
of vwrter in the well made known by the carperiter ; the sobriety of 
nhe men ascertam^d by the officers stationed at iheir respective 
guns; and everything that was ordered to be executed, or to be 
bdd in readiness, in the several departmehts, reported to the captain; 

*' Now, Mr. Hardy, we'll make her all snug for the night. Furl 
die fore and mizen-topsail, and close reef the main— that, with the 
foresail, fore-staysail, andtrysaQ, will be enough'for her." 

" Had we not better reef the fore^iil,* Sir? "«aid Pearce. " tsas- 
pect we shall hate to do' it before twelve o'clock, if we tlo not now." 

" Very righf, Mr. Pearce— we wiD do so. Is the main-trysail 
bent?" 

**Allbent, Sir, and the sheet aft." - , 

'' Then beat a retreat, and.tum the hands iip— shorten sail." 

This duty was performed, and the hammocks piped down as 
the lastgGmm^ring of dayUght disappeared. 

The gsde iircreased rapidly during the first watch. Large drops 
of rain mingled with the s[H*ay, distant thunder rolled to wind^rd, 
and occasional gleams of ligbtning pierced through the intense 
darkness of the nighl. The officers and* men of the watches be- 
low, widi siealed eyes and thoughtless hearts, were in their ham- 
BM)cks, trusting to those on^deck for security. But the night was 
teri'ific, and the captain^ first-lieutenant, and master, from the res- 
ponsibility of their situations, continued c^ deck, sa did many of 
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tttwasjdcmey .^nd tli&6tgat6 rol|a)g hmUy ii the *^^ugh of tite 
sea, and impelled by the furious, elements, rapidly closed with thc^ 
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CHAPTER LII. . " 

'. * •' ■ ■ ' ■ . -» . * 

: . •••■ .• .-.,.• 

Heaven's low^artittery began to play, 
* Aiid i^^nrath dime in dreadful peals £onvey : , * r ' 

Darkness and Bi^g winds their tcrrots join. * 
And storms of rain wHlislorms^ fire combine, * 
Soraerun asiiereuppn (he^daly^nd. l • 

'V * B{i4CKMOBE. *^|| 

• *. * , ■''■••"'"■ •■" • -^ •' ^ 

■ It was no time fof uum to lyar against man. * The powers of 
Heaven were loose, and in alFtheir fury.** The wind howled, the 
sea raged, the thunder stunned, and t'he lightning Minded. The 
Eternal tvas present, in all his majesty; yet pigmy mortals were 

ccMatending.' Bnt^Jfc^ptain M was unmoved, unawed, unchecked,- 

dod the men, stiiAulated by 4iis example^ and j6afeless ^of every 
ttmg^ heedfid nbt the warning of the eliemehts. . . 

**Sit(myourJ)owder-box, andkeepitdry, youyomag monkey/* 
s^dtbe quarter-master, who was captain of the«gun, to th€^ lad ^h6 
ftad the cartridge ready for rdoajiii^g it. , The fire upon the French 
vessel was warmly kept up, wheii the master again canje op ded^ 
aild stated jto the captam, that theycould not be jnore thanfot^ 
leagues from a dead Jee-shope^ wWch,' by ^keeping away aft^..t]^€ 
Frajch Vessel, they must be nearing^st. 

*^ She cannot stand this long, Sir. I^ook to windw^M— the galp 
idcrease^— there Is a fresh band at the * bellows.*" 

The wind now redoubled its fufy, and the ram, that took a hori- 
zonital, instead of a perpendicular direction, from the force of tjie 
wind, fed the gale m&teadbf lulling it. ' The thunder rolled— and 
the. frigate was so drenched with watel-, that the ffxm were primed 
9Bd reprimed, without the fire communicating to the powder* 
whidb in a jfew. seconds, was saturated with the rain and spray.* 
This vvaS'but of little consequence, as the squall and torrents of raiiT 
had now hid the enemy from their sight. " Loc^t but for lifer, 
my m^, ^ soon as the squall passes over," cried Captain M — ^. 

A^ash of lightning, that Minded them for a time, was followed 
by a peal ojF thunder, so dose, that the timbers of the ship trembl< 
with the vibration oJF the' air. A seCQu^ hostile fteeting of electric 
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tbe cto^ieps wbicb. presented tl^i^s^ye^ and frownecE up6c theai^ 
s» if in ddianee. . , ' . ^ 



/ 
¥• 



* !CHAPfER Lin. * ' , 

' ' iib uDiveAsial cry resounds albad, ^ ^< 

11i^$!iilQfsruttiiiiheap^ahelpIe^crowd;. « 
^ ] . Art to and courage falls; no succour ijear'; ^ ' 

Aamany waves, as maily deaths appeal^. r * 

■ • ' • ■ . ♦ • . OviB." Dry dm* i Tiranslfttion. , 

However we ini^y be inclined to extend our admiration to tbe 
ieelings of self-devotion wbich governed tbe conduct of Gaptaiiii 
M- — ,it cannot be. a matter t)f surprise tbat the officers of th^ 
frigate did not *coincidi^ with his total indifferehce to.self, in the 
•discharge of his duty. Murmur t^e^ did not ; but they looked at . 
each other, at the capu^in, and at the perilous situation of tbe 
vessel, in silence, and, with a restless change of position. that indiy 
cated their anxiety. Macallan was below^ attending to tbe wounded 
Inea, or he would probably have been deputed by the others to 
have remonstrated with the captain. A few minutes more had ^ 
elaps^, when the master again ad^essed him : 

*^. I am afraid, Sr, if we continue to stand on, Xbax we shall lose- 
the frigate," said be, respectfully toncbiftg his hat. 
* "Be it so,*' replied Captain M— f " the eiemy will lose a Bne-of- 
battleship; our country will be the ga8ier,^when the account fe 
ba&nced." , ' ' * 

^' I must b^permftt^ to doubt that, Sir ; the vafue of the ene- 
my'*s ship is certainly grea^r; but there are other considerations. "» 

"What are they?" * ^ , „ . 

"The value^ qf the respective officers and d»ps* qompanies, 
which must inevitably share the fate of the two vessels. The cap- 
tain of that ship ia not worth his^sait. It would be poUtic to let hkn 
* five and ccHitinfie to command. . His ship wffl always be ours, when 
w^ want it ; and in the event of a general ^ctioQ, he* would make 1i* 
gap in the enemy's line, which might provj^ of the greatest ufnport- ^ 
aiice. Now, Sir, without drjkwing the parallel ^y furth«r,-^with- '^ 
out taking intd consideration the value Df the. respective ofiteersaiMlw 
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^ Secure ihe^uBS— be smart,liiiy lads, jpu work tor yqtrr lives* 
We iHust put the mainsail ou^ her, Mr, Pearce^ anij'^claw off if w^ 
can." ; . ; 

The master shook his head. ** IJand^ J3y. the clue-garnets and. 
bjintUnes— ^aathe maipsbeet-riet go those leech-linjea, Yqjungster*' 
— haul aboard." ^ *- ♦ ; 

**lfs a pity too, by G-— d,"' saij tith captain, looking over the* 
bipamock-rifls at^the French vessel, which >vas now runriin^tefote 
the^v^lnd right <)n to the shore,'dragging the wreck of her masts* 
on each side of her— "Eight or nine hundred poor devils will be 
csdied to their last* account in the-fiourse oT a few minutes. Twish* 
we eould save theni.", /. . • - ^ < 

• "Tfou should have thought^ftliat before, Sir," said the master^ 
w^h a grave snjile at this re-action of feeling on the part of the 
captain.* "'Nothing can safe them, and I am afraid\hat nothing. 
but a slant of wind or ,a miracle can.belp ourselves." 

"She baSiStruok, Sir, andis o^r.on her broadside," said*the^ 
quarter-master, who was standing on the cari'onade slide. 
. ^' Mind your conn, Sir ; keep your eyes on the weather leech 
of tl|e*sail, and not upon that ship, ". answered the captain, with 
asperity. ' . , . • ^ "^ 

'Jatheontantime^Uie mainsail had been set by the first-lieute** . 

. nant, and the crew, unoccupied, had their eyes directed for a little 
vrfaile' upon the French vessel, which lay on her beam-ends, enve- 
loped in spray , but they also pero^ived what, during the occu-.- 
pation and anxiety .of action, they had not had leisure to, attfend . 
to,* nanidy , the desperate situation of their own ship. The pro- * 
montory was jiow broad on the weather how, and a reef of rocks, 
partly* above water, extended from it to leaward of the frigate. 
Such was the anxiety of tjbe ship's company for ^beir own safely, 
that* the eyes of the men w^re turned away f^o^l the stranded 
vessel, and fixed upon the rocks ; and the" dreadful fa!e gf the 
enemy was quite unheeded, beii% absorbed in that impending 
qv^tfiemselves. The friga(,e did all that a gallant vessel could . 
do, rising, from the trQugli of the sea, and shaking the water from 
her, as she w^ais occasionally buried forecastle under, from*the 
great pressure of Ihe sail, cleaving the huge masses of tlie element 
with her sharpfcStem, and trembling fore and aft with thfe violence 
of 'her o\yh exertions. : But the mountainous waves took her^ wi!^ 

• irreystible force uponr iier chesslree, relardmg her velocity, andn 
forcing,her each moment nearer to the. reef. 

* /* Warp sliip, Mr. Hardy, " said the captam, whahadnot spoken 



Digitized by' 



-Go6gIe. 



4 • 

530 THE KINO'S O^iV, 



•zed by Google 



Digitized 



TEE^KINGS €>^« fel 



4 

Digitized by ^ 



/Google 



# 
^ .352 Tl^ KING'S Q^N. 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



THE KING'S OWrj. 533 



Digitized by 



Google 



SM THE KIMO» OWN. 



Digitized by 



Google • • 



, * 



THE JUNG'S OWNt 35S. 



Digitized by 



Q.pogle 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE KING'S OWN. 337 

As the maniae finished the last words, before lliey mulA be aware 
of his iBtentTon, he n^de a spring from the dec^ over the bulwark, 
and disappeared under the wave. The boatswain, who had be^n 
diverted from his fanatical.attempt'by the unexpected attitek. of 
Price,' more than by the remonsk^ces of his comQanions, resumed 
bis position, fokling his arms, and easting hit eyes to Heftven. 
The captain of the forecastle was silent, and so was our hero— 4he 
thoughts of the two were upon the smne subject— eternity . 

Eternity ! — the only dieme that (X)nfuses,. humbles, and akrms 
the proud intellect of man. What is it ? The huomn mind can 
grasp any defined space, any defined timie, however vast ; but this 
is beyond time, and too great for the limited conception of Bian. 
It had no beginning, and can have no end. It cannot he multipli^ 
it c^mot be divided, -it cafmot be atded unto — you may attempt 
to subtract from rt^ but it i$ useless. Take millions and millions of 
years from it, take all the time that can enter into the conq)ass <»f 
yonr imagination, it is sdll whole ancl.4indiminished as before — ^all 
csdcniation is lost. Think on — the braio becomes heated, and op- 
pressed with a sensation of weight toq powerful for it to bear; 
reason totters in her seat, and you rise with the conviction of the 
impossibility of. the creatura attempting to fathom the Greater— 
humiliated,witH the sense of your own nothingness, and impressed 
with the tremendous majesty of the Deity. ^ - r 

Tinie is Man— Eternity is God ! . - , 



CHAPTER LV. 

' Thou art perfect then, that our ship bath 
touched upon the desarts of Bohemia. * " 

* Ay, my Lord, and (ear weliave landed in ill tiQiie. 

- winter's Tale. 

About midnight the moon burst through the clouds which gra- 
dually rolled away to the western horizon, as if they had been 
furled by some invisible spirits in the air. The wind, after s«vei:al 
feeble gusts, like the last breathings of sbpie expiring creature 
unwilling to loosen the ** silver qord," subsided to a calm. Ilthen 
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shifMI rmud |&'tti% eastward. The wives relaxed » ibeir force 
tii^S liie;f <£d tittle mc^e tban pl^y upon die side of the wreck, so 
lal^y die pt)|eet of tharfury. The dark shadows of tte rock& 
were no longer retieVed by the white foam of the surf, whidi>faad 
raffed anaqlkig ttem wkh sudi violence. 

Before iBoniiiig, sdl was calss, and the survivinrs, as they shrunk 
and shivered in their wet gm^menls, eneoiiraged ^acA otiber with 
the prospect of a speedy termisaUon to ,thdr sufiferings on the re- 
^pearance of daylight. The sun rose hi ^tendour, and seemed, 
as he darted his searching, rays through^ the^cloiidless expanse, to ; 
exdiatkn in hi& pride, * ^' Sebcdd bow I bring I%ht and heat, joy and 
ssdiEfition, to ycHi, late desiring creatures ! ^ The* rocks of the 
reef above water, which haijl previously been ii source of borror, 
and had been eon^plated ft^ the sinre engines of thar destruc* 
ti(M), vrere.now joyfully reckoned assaniany resting spotifra* those 
who wtt^ alKM tor att^npt to reach tbe lanid.; 

The most daring andexpert swimmers launcbed themselves into 
the wat^, smd made for the nearest duster of rocks, with difficidly 
gaining a fcK^ting on them, after (Singing by t|ie dark and slippary 
sea-weed which covered their tops, l^eshag^ hair on the heads of 
so many etnargiBg giaiHs. , 

The waving of the halKls of the party who bad succeeded in 
gaining the rocks, encouraged a second to foHow; while others, 
who coidd not ' swim, were busily en^ioyed in seardung lor the 
means of supporting' themselv^ in the water, and floating them- 
selves onshore.'^ ■ 

Self, that had predomiiiate(]^ now lost its ground. Those who 
had allowed their shipmates to perish in attempting to g^in the 
same place of security as themselves, without an effort in their 
favour, or one sigh for their unlucky fate, now that hope was re- 
vived almost to a certainty of ddiverance, shewed as much interest 
in the preservation of others, lying in a state of exhaustion, as they 
did for their own. The remaining officers recovered their author- 
ity, whicb had been disregarded, and the shattered fragment of 
the Aspasia resumed its rights of discipline and ob^ience to liie 
last. ' ' • 

. In a few hours, sick, disabled and wounded were all safely ]^dr 
ed, aiMl the raft which bad been constructed returned to the vrreck, 
to bring on shore whsttever might b^ useful. 

Our hero, who was the only officer who had been saved, with the 
exception of the boat^in, to whom he *as senior m rank, had 
lal&en upon himself the command, and occupied binn^f with tlie 
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arrangemeiit^ necessftry tot tte sb^er and sustenance of his men. 
A range of barren faills^ abnipdy.ri^ing from the i^n-boniid coast, 
covered with large fragments and detached pieces, of rodi, withont ' 
any symptom of cultivatibn, or any domesticated animal in sight, 
which might imply that humat^ aid was not far distaht^ met the eye 
of Seymour, as hd dn*ected it to every pmnt, in hopes of succour 
for his.«woanded and exhausted eooqpanions. One of the men, 
whom he had sent to reccmnoitrer retnrAed in a few minutes, 
stating, that behind a jutting rock, w^ch he pomted to with bis 
finger, not two hundred yatrds disQmt, he had discovered a hut, 
or what in Irdand is ternied a sheading, and*tbat there appeared to 
be a bridle road from it leading over the mountain^ To this $fadter 
cyor heit> determined to remove Im disabled men, and, in.company 
with the boatswaiatAd tlie man who had returned vrkb^the intel- 
ligence; set off to exaipne the spot. "Passing the rock, he perbeived 
that the, hut, which bore e^ry sign, from, its smokeless diimne^ 
and air of neg^ence and decay, to have been sdme time deserted, 
«lood upon a piece of ground, about ah acr^ in extent, which had 
bnee been cultivated, but now was luxiiriant with a ^ntaneous 
crop of weed^ and thistles. He approached the entrance, and as 
the rude door leareaked upon its hln^ wheb he threw it open, wis 
saluted by a feint voice, which* cried, " Ota »a*^? "" 

^^ Why, there's Irishmen inside," observed the sailor. 

*^ Freshmen rather, I should imagine,'' replied our hero, as 
he emeired and discover seven or eight of the unfortunate slir* 
vivors of the French line-of-battle ship, who had crawled thca^; 
biWed, euty and appareiitly in the last state of exhaustion. 

**BQf9Jaar, camarade/* said onet)f them, with difBcnlfy raising ^ 
himiself on his dbow — *^As4ude l^eaunie'^vte?** 

'4 am afrakl not," replied Seymour, looking widi compassion 
on the group, all of whidi had their eyes directed towards him, 
although, from their wounds and brjois^, Ihey were not able to 
turn their bodies. ^* We are shipvn'ecked as wdS as yon." 

"What! did you belong to that cursed frigate?" ^ ^ 

" We did," replied Seymour, ** and there are l)nt few of u s aSive 
tglell the tale." « 

" Five la France /" cried the ^Fi'aachman, " pmiqu'elte «'« pas 
eehappe^-^en'mphtedt regrets.'* 

" Fttfoi, vwatF* repeated the rest of the French party, in faint 
accents. 

'\Etfnoi,jemeursiixmtent!** murmured one, who, in a few se- 
omda afterwards, expired. ^ 
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"Are you the only siirvivor^? '^ demrnided $eyHiour. 

** Allthat are^Ieft,'* replied the spokesman of the party, " out of 
^ht hundred and fifty men — Sacrutie — as-tu de t^au-de-vie?^' 

** I hardly know what we have — something has been saved^from 
the wreck," replied Seymour, *• and shall cheerfully be shareji with 
you, with all the assistance we can aflFord. We were epemies, but 
we are now brothers in affliction. I must <[uit yoq to bring up our 
wounded men; there is^sufficient rooin, I perceive, for sffliof us. 
Adieu, pour le moment r* - . . -^ 

** S(we»-vom*que cestnh brave gar^oh, ce Ueutenant'ld, ? " observed 
the Frenchman to his companions,' as Seytebur and bis party quit- 
ted the hut. 

^ Seymour returned to the*t)each, and, collecting hi men, found 
-the survivors to consist of forty-fbur.seameft and marines, the 
boat^ain, and himself. Of thes^ fifteen were helpless', from 
"(rounds and fractured limbs. The articles which had been-col- 
lecled were aCvari^ty of spars and fragments of wood, some of the 
small sails wb|ch had been triced iip in the rigging, one or two 
casks of beef and pork, and a puncheon of mm, which had mira- 
culoudy steered its course between the. breakers, and had* been 
landed without injury. The Mife, which had l)een spread out to 
dry, were first carried up to form a bed for the sick and wounded, 
who, in the space of an hour^ were all n^adc as comfortable as cir- 
cumstances would admit, a general bed having been made on "the 
floor of the . hut, upon which they and the wounded Frendimen 
shared the sails between them. The spars and fragments were 
then brought up, and a fire made in the long deserted hearth, while 
another was lighted outside for the men to dry their clothes. The 
cask of rum was rolled up to the door, and a portion, mixed with 
die water from a rill that trickled down the sides of the adjacent 
mountain, served out to. the -exhausted parties.- The seamen, strip- 
ping off their clothes,' anjd spreading them out to dry before the 
fire, which had been made outside, collected into the hut to shi<eld 
their naked bodies from the inclemency of the weather. 
* The spirits, wl^jlch had been supplied with caution to the sur- 
vivors of the French vessel, had l^n eagerly seized by the one 
who had first addressed our hero, and in half an hour he seen^ to 
be quite revived. He rose, and, aftfer tryibg his limbs l)y moving 
slowly to and fro, gradually recovered the entire use of them — and 
by the time that the circulation of his blood had been thoroughly 
restored by a second dose of spirits, appeared to have little to. 
complaii^ of. He was a powerful, well-looking man, with a large 
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head, covered \«idi a profiision of shaggy^ hair, Seymour locked 
at him earnestly^ and thought he could QOt well be mistaken, long 
as it was since ^ey had b^n in company. 
. "Excuse me— but I think we once met at Cherbourg. Is not 
your name Debriseau ?" 

" Samstie !" replied the French/nan; seizing himself by the hair, 
* ' jc suis ccainu I And who are you ? " ^ . 

" Oh ! now. Fm sure It's you," replied Seymour, laughing— 
* * that's yijur old trick— do you not recollect the boy that Gaptaip 
M'ElYina took off ihet^reck?" 

**il/i, mon ami — Seymour, I beiieye — midshipman^ I believe^" 
cried Debriseau. ^^Est-ce done vous? Mais, nion Dieu, que cest 
drdier (again pulliqg his hair, a$ hegrindedhis teeth,) ^'unediaile 
de rencontre r' ^ • ^ 

-*' And how is it that you h^ve been on board of a Frendbmafti 
pf-war?" , : ; // ' 

"How ! oh, 1 was unluqky after M'EIvina went away, and I 
thought, on reflection, notwithstanding his arguments, tljat it was 
a dishonest sdrt of concern. Being pretty well acqusunted with 
the coasts, I shipped on board as pflot/' . 
. " But, Debriseau, *are you not a nati\^ of Guernsey^ wWdh is 
part of the British' dominions ? " 

* ^ Bah ! it's all one, mon ami; , we islanders are like the bat injthe 
feble— beast or bird, as it, suits us— we bidong to either country. 
For my part, I have a strong national affection for both.'* - 

Their conversation was here interinpted by the entrance of the 
boatswain, who had remained outside, in charge of ^e cask of rum^ 
upon which he h^ seated himself, occupied with his Bible. " H^e's 
assistance coming, Mr. Seymour. There's atleast twen^ or thirty 
men d^ending the hill." ./ , . ^ 

" Hurrah for old Irelapd ! they are the boys, lliat will look after 
a frien(l in distress," shouted Gonolly, one of the seamen, who thus 
eulogfised his own countrymen,, as he hiiing naked over the fire. 
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CHAPTER LVI. 

• * 

With dauntless hardihood. ' ' 
Aodbraodfsh'dMaKlenishoDhim, i- 

I t And shed the iiudoDs liquor 00 ^JSroimd, 
' * • • * though be^andhi^ cura'd crew 

Fierce sign of battle make, and menace high. 

. MltTON, 

The infoimaticjn feeeived from Mr. Hardseu induced oui^hero 
i0 break off Us conyersktioii with D^brisean, Baad he imtnedialdy 
quitted die but. * A party.of tofin^ \^Id in their appearance and der 
metiKmry were bouiuliDg down through the rocks, flourishiiig their 
bludgeons over jtheir heads, with loud shouts* They sooa arrired 
witfaiB a few yards of the shealing, and, to this astopi^hmenc of Sjey^ 
mour and the boatswain, who, with a dozen more, had resumed 
thefr dolhes, seemed to eye th^oi with hostile rather than with 
friendly glances. . Their intuitions were» however, soon manifested 
by their pounctfig upon the habiliments of the teamen, whidh were 
9pteaA out to dry, hcd&ng them rolled up under one arm, wbile 
^ey flourished their shiHelahs in defiance with the other. 

*'^vasl th^re, my lads/' tried the boatswain ; ''whyiure you 
meddling with those dothes ? '' 

A ^6ur, with oonfused answers in Irish, was the incomprehaF 
liUe reply. . / ' 

^^ GonoUjr," cried Seymour, ^^ you^san speak to them. Ask tbem 
i^t they meaii." 

Ckmolly addressed them in Irish, when an exchange of a few sen^ 
tences took pbQQ. • . . * : - ' . 

. ^' BkKHly end to the rappareesi '** said Gonolly,> turning to our 
hero: '^ It's hoping themselves they're a'ter, instead of helping 
us. They say^hat all that comes on shore irom a wreck is dieir 
own by right* and that they II have it. They ask^ed ilie what was 
HI the cask, and I told them it wa^ the cratuir, sure^enough, and 
diey say diat they must have it, and every thihg else, and Jtbat if 
we don't give it up peaceably, they'll take the lives of us." 

Seymoiu*, who was aware that the surrender of the means of in- 
toxication would probably lead to worse results^ turned to his men, 
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with spars and fragments of the \vre6k'on the first ai^)eitt'aDce of 
bostiiity, and directed^them lo nriL t^ cad^ of rum into the hut, 
9iad prepai^Se to a^t on the defensive. The Engli^t^ seamen, indig- 
nant at such violation of the taws of hos^tality^ and at llie kss^ of 
their qlothes^ immediatdy complied with his ios^uctic^, and, with 
their blood boiUag, w^etreii^h difficalty restrained froin eom- 
meacing the attack. ^ . 

k shaggpy^ieai^ nM»8ter« af4)arendy the leader of the liosfiie 
iMHty, agmn addressed Gonoily, in his own IsM^ig^e. 

** It's to knai¥ whethar ye'U gi^e^ the cask qniedy, or* hs^ a 
fi^ for it. * tlhe devil a^pair of trousers wiU they give ba<^, not 
even my own, thougbd'm m Ir»hmaii, and a O^way man to j)oot. 
By J*— H^ Mr. Seymour, it's to be hoped ye'll not give up tbe 
craturwithoutabitof arow." ; ,' - 

'* No," reified Seymour. 'iTdl them tbal Ui^^h^ not l^ve 
it^ mid th«t tibey ste^ foe putnished for .die theft tl^ haveah*esidy 
committed.''* 

^^ You're ta come ^ihI take it^" roared Conchy, inMsh, tathe * 
opposing party. .^^ - • ^ ' 

*^ Kdw, myiads," (aned Seymour, ^^yoii mu^ fight hard for it-^ 
tbey will ^hew little mercy, if they gain the day." 

The boatswain retuined bk Qi|t)l^ to hb breast, smd, s^izm^ tfie 
mast^ of die frigate's jolly-boat, which had been tfaroi^ tip wlA 
tb^ Oitter spars, piVised it witbbodi handson a level with his bead, 
so as to «Be tte foot of it^is a batlering-rsnn, and stalked before 
hismen. , *. . ^ • * , 

The Irish ^Msed wl& tend ydls,.amlthe aSfriy commenoedwi^ 
a desperation sddona to be witnessed. Many were the ^(ninds 
given and reqelved, and sevQral of .al^ party Wifi^e levied in the 
4ust. The nuni>ers were j^Kmteten; but tb^ws^ 
weieof abetter descrqpli(m,ea<^ mad being provided wfthhisowa 
-rihiprfah 4)( hard wood, wfeioh be had faeen-aocustoipfiii to wield. 

But the bimtswain dkt great execution as he4aunefaied foi*ward bis 
ma^ and pnostrated' mi irishman .every time,' with bis jeod amd . 
•wdl-directed aim. After a few mindtes' contention, the Englx^ 
mm ware beaten badi to the sheiding, where they rallied, aid con- 
tinned to stand sf bay. Seymour, amiioas at ^ ev^its tbat the 
Mflb sboidd hot otttaiin the liqimr, footed Bobinson, the captak 
of the forecastle^ to go into the hut, take the bung out oi tbe €ask, 
smd aiart tbecoo^nts. . This order was obeyed^ vi^iaetbe contest 
vm oeniiBfed outside, till M'Dermot, the leader of the Irish, oalUd 
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off Us; mm, thflit th^y n^bt raeover their bpeaib for a renewal of 
yihe altadc. • 

*' If it'&the Uqupr you waiit," criedConoBy to them,i)y the direc* 
tich of Seymo4r^ *^y6u inust^ b^.quiok about it. There jt's aU 
riHuung away through the doors of Hie shealing/' 

' This annomiicement had, however, the contrary efiFeet to' that 
which. Seymour intended k should pnddube. Enraged at the loss 
of the spirits, and hoping to gain possession of the cask before it 
-wf^dl out^'the Irish returned with renewed videnCe to the assault, 
and drove the flnglish to the other side of the shealing, obtaining 
pedsessiott of the door, which th^y burst into, to secure their prey. 
About eight or ten had entered^ '^and had seized upcm the cask, 
which was not Qiore than half emptied^ when the liquor, wjiichhad 
ruif dut under the door of the hut, communicated in its course with 
the fire that had been kindled outside. With the rapidity of Ught- 
nifag, theilame.ran up the stream that continued to flow, igniting 
the whole of the spirits in the* cask, which bl^w up with a tremen^ 
dgiis explosion, darling the fiery liquid over the whole interior, 
and communicating the flame ta the thatch, ismd every part of the 
building) which was instantaneously in ardept combustion. The 
shrieks of rdie poor disabled wretcfaes> stretched on the sails to 
which the fire had communicated, and who were i!ow lying in a 
liiolfen sea of flame, like that dj^ribed in Pandemonium by Milton 
-^he yells of the Irish, inside of the hut, vainly attempting to re- 
gain the (|oor, as theyrwrilhed in their flaming apparel, which, Gke 
the shirt of Nessus, ate into dieir flesh — the buirnL% thatch, Whidi 
had been precipitated in the air, ^nd now descended in fiery flakes 
upon the parties outside, who stood aghast at the dreadful and un- 
expected ;<^tastropbe — the volumes of black and suffocatingsmoke, 
. which poured out -from every quarter, formed a sc^ne of horror to 
which no*p6u can do adequate justice. But all was soon over. The 
shrieks asd ydls had yielded'to suffcki^tion, and the flames, in thw 
fury, had deyoured evei^ thipg with^ch rapidity, that they sub- 
sided for the want of further aliment. In a few minutes, nothing 
remained but tl)e smoking waHs and the blacHenedxxMrpsei^ y^hkk 
they encircled. - ' • . '^ 

lU-iated wretches ! ye had escaped the lightnings blaist— ye had 
ijeen rescued from the- swallowing wave — tad litU'e thought tbsA 
^you would encounter kn enemy more crud still*— your follow erea- 
ture— man.;. 

Hbefirst^emotionsof Seymour and his party, as soon as they had 
recovered from the horror which had been excited t^rthediia- 
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Strode, were Ibof^of pity and o^firiln^tion ; bat their reigfn \vas 
short— - - ♦ , 

/ * ' " Revenge impatient rose, 

' And threw his bIpDd-sfained sword in thunder down. " 

The smoking ruins^ formed Ihe altar at \vhich be received their 
vows, and stimulated them td Xhe sacrifice of further victims^ 

Nor did*4e foil to inspire the brea^ ctf the otjier pdrty, indig- 
nant at the loss of their companions, and disappointed at the de- 
struction of, what they so ardently <joveted, 

Debnseau, who had played no idle game in the previous skir- 
nusby was the first Who rushed tq the attack .Crying out, with all 
the theairical air of a.Frendunan, 'which never deserts hfan, e\&k 
in ll^e agony of grid^, *.' Mes braves pofnpagnom, votts se/ez vengesi " 
he* flew at M*Dermot, the i<$ader of the Irish savages. ^. / . 

A brand of half-consumed- wood, with which lie aimed at M'Der- 
^niQt's head, broke across the lUudgeoji whicfa was raised to ward 
the blow. Dobriseau closed; and; clasping his arms* round his 
^eck, tore him with his strong teeth with the po^er and ferocity of 
a tiger, and they rolled together in th^ dust, covered with the blood 
whidi poured in streams^ and struggling forxtiastery and life. ' An 
American, one 6f 'the Aspasia's crew, now closed in the same way 
with another of the Iiisb. desperadoes, and as they fell together, 
twirhng the side-lo(&s on the* temples of his antagonist^rc^iiKl Us 
fingers, to obtain a fulcrum to his lever, and inserting his thumbs 
into the sockets of his eyes, forced otit the balls of vision/ aiid left 
him in agcmy -and in darkness. - - ^ 

' * The sword of t^le Lord ! ^' roared the boatswain,^ as he frac- 
tured the skulT of a third with theni](a$t of the boat, which, whh 
herculean loree, be now whirled round his head. 

"Fight, Aspasias, you fight ,f<H* your lives^" cried Seynnfoar, 
who was everywhere in* advance, -darting the still burtiing end of - 
the birge spar into the &ces of Cis antagonists, who recoiled with 
suffocation knd pain. - It was, indeed, a struggle for life; the 
rage of each had mounted to ddirium. ' Tlife English sailors, sti- 
mulated by the pasi^ons of the moment,, feh neither pain nor fa- 
t^e froQi their previous sufferings. The^ want of weslpons bad 
beai su{]q[died by tlieif clasp knives, to which the. Irish had also 
resorted, and deadly .wounds were given and recdved. 

M'Dermot, the Irish leader, had just gaihed the mastery of De- 
brise^u, bestriding his body and strangling him, with hi^fingers so 
fixed in bis^throat' that they seemed deeply tj^ hav^ ent<nrcwi iato 
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tbe flesh. Tlie Guernse|«|tei wmAkuk in tltt*iiioe, tmd ^ eyw 
startiog^ #rom their sockets ; in a few .^iqutes he would have be^ 
no more, when tl|e mast' in th^ )iands of the ty)atsw»n d^scen/ded 
upon the Irishman*s head, and dashed out hi&braioL At the same 
moment, one of .th6 Irishmen darted his knife into the side of Sey- 
mour* wlio fdi, stfeaming with hi$.owa Ijfeod. The fMe of ttieir 
officer, wfaieh e^lie(l the»ati^tioa of tke aeamen, and the fall of 
M^Dermot on th^ o[qM)site side, td wliate assistance the Iridi imme- 
diately hastened, added t6the'i|U8pe9m)n of their powers from 
want. of. breatbv produood a temporairy oe»^utkm of hostilities. 
ik«iggiog ^way their killed and wounded; Ike paating aatag^sts 
i^lre^ed to the dj^taiioe of a few yards from each other, tired, 
hot not ^tisfied with ttieir revenge, ^m/i'MLj jptendii^ id resane 
the ^ife ik soda as they" had recovered Ithe power. 

But a- very few seconds had elapsed, when they were interrupted 
l^a third. party/ and the plattering of <Wses' hoo£s was imme- 
dktitely fdlowed by^ appearance of a female on horsfteck, who^ 
0pdlcf)u]g past the Irishmai, r^ed up her. steed, tfarbwing him on 
his i^uncb€;|s,:iH his full career, ia the spsuse between ihe* late con- 
taadi^ parties^ 

'^Tisthedau^^rteroftheHoitte !" exciffianed the Imhmen, in 
QOD^ernaticm. 

r Ther^ wanted ik) such contrast as die sc^edessfib^toadd 
histre to her foeanty, or to enkince her charms. Fair as thesiiow- 
dfiftf her dmks mantling with the roseate blush of exerdse ^md 
aaiaaatibn,'-^h^ glossy hair^ pardy unour^^ and still played with 
by the amorous breeze, hanging in long ringlets down her neck, — 
her eye, whi<^ dlteriiat^ beamed •with' pity or flashed ^rith indig- 
nation, as it was directed to <>ne side or the other,-^her s]^a(m^try 
of form, which the^'i^e riding-dress dupbyed^^her grac^l 
nibovemmts, as she pccasicjinally /restrained her grey* psd&^y, who 
fretted to resume his speed, idl coinbined with b6r swM^ said Uft- 
^pected appeai^nce tQiiduce the boaiswidn and his Bien taconskier 
her as aip^unmn. 

'' She's sifk angel dl light ! '' muttered Ihe boatswain to himself. 

She turned to the Irish, and, in an energetic t<Mie, addressed th^n 
ia tbar own dialect Wkitshe hadsaad waft ^mknowatq the Ikig^ 
Ikh party, but the e£fiaot which her language produced wm ioHne- 
diate. Their weapons were throwA askle, and th^ hung down 
their heads in coiifosion. They made an attempt to walk alfray, 
but a fem, words from her induced Uiem Co remain. 

The.£air equestrian was now joined by two more, wh#se pace ted 
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not been so rapid ; and the bofttswam, who had hem contein|lat« 
uig her withTisloiii6hiiieiit,.as slhe was addressing the Irish, now that 
she was about* to turn towards him, recollected .that 6ome of his 
men were not exactly in a costODie to m^t the lady's eye* I{^ 
raised his call to his mouth, ^and, with a sonorous, whistle, cried out, , 
** All- you without trousers behindf shealiog, hoy ! " an order im-. 
mediately obeyed by the m^n wholiad been deprived of their 
habihrnents. . . , * 

Gonolly, ^^bo had understoodthe convention whkh bad taKan 
{daoe, called out, in Irish, at the same time^as^he walked round 
behind the walls, *^' I think ye U be after giving us our duds n6w; 
ye dirty spalpeens, so bring 'em i?dd you quick ;" a request which' 
was immediately coibpfed with^^- the clothes being' cc(Uecte$l by two 
of the fiish, and tAkpi\ to the men who bad retired biBbind the walls 
of. the shealing. * 

Mr^ Hardsett wa& not long in replying to her interrogations, aiui 
in giving her an outline of tjbe tragical events which had occuri^^. 
while the ladies, tremUihg with pity and emoti6n, list^ied to Ihe 
p^dnfol nUi'rdtive. ^ • . '. * 

* * Are you the only officer then of the frigate that is left ? " 

** No, Madam,** tef^ed.the boatswain, "the tbird-lieutenant is 
here, but there belies, poor fellow, desperately wounded by these 
men, from wh6m we expected to have had relief/* < ^ * 

" What was the name of your frigate?" ^ . 

"Th^Aspasia, Captain M — -." ' . 

"Oh heaven ! *' cried the girl, catching at the cc^ of: the boat* 
swain's coat in her trepidation—" And th^ wonikied <rfBcer*s 
nmne?" . ; » .. 

" Seymour." . j 

A cry of angmsh and horror escaped from all the peirty as tli« 
beautiful interrogi^tress tottered in her s^t, ^lid i^ien felfoff into 
the arms of the boatswain. t .' » 

In. a few seconds recovering herself, she\pegained her feet. ^ 
** Quick, quidc— lead me to him." 

Supported by Hardsett, she tottered to^ the spot whece Seymour 
faiy, vrith his ^yes <^ed, faint' and eidiausted with loss of blood, 
at^ided by RoWnson and Debris^au. 

She kn^ down^ by his side, and taking his^hand, which she 
pressed between her own, called him by his name. 

Seymour startled at the sotmd of the voice, opeflied his ^yes> airf 
in the beauteous form which wa$ r^ning over him, behrfd^^his. 
dear, d^ Emily. • ■ ' . 
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CHAPTER LYII. 



' Ah iii9!what,perUs do environ \ 

The man that meddles with cold iron I 
What plaguy mischiefs and mi^hap^ 
Do dog him stiM wit|i aft^-clapa ! < « 

HUDIBRIS. 



The melancholy loss oMJyes which we hav^ detailed, occurred 

upon a reef of rocks, close to Cape , on ibe, coast of Galway, 

and pot four miles From the castle and property hdd by Mr. JUuns- 
court. Tl^e inteUigence had been communicated to M^f^vma by 
some of his tenants early in the morning of the day onv which the 
survivors had gained the shore. The western gales sweeping flie 
Atlantic,-andblowing with such fury on the coast, would not permit 
any vegetation or culture so near the beach ; but when onfip past the 
r^ge of hills which exposed their rugged sides as barriers to the 
blast, the land was of good quality, and thickly tenanted. The 
peofAB were barbarous to an excess, and, as they had stated, 
dabned a traditionary right to whatever property might be thrown 
up from the numerous 'wrecks which took place upon the danger- 
ous and iron-bound coasU This will account for the tragkal events 
of the day. , .^ 

Wlien M*Elvina was infprmed of vessels having^ been stranded, 
he immediately went up to the jcastl&to procure the meaiis of assist- 
apce, \^ich were always l^eld there in readiness, and as many <^ 
Raiq^cpurt's people as could be collected. This, However, required 
some little delay .;.aAd Emily, shocked at the imperfect intelligence 
' which had been conveyed to her, determined to ride down imme- 
diately, in Qom|)any,with Mrs..M^Elvina, and a ybqng friend who 
was staying with her duriqg her father's absence. On their arrival 
at the sea-range of hills, the explosion of the shealing, and subse- 
quent con£[i(^t between the pai'ties, met their eyes. Emily's fears, 
and knowledge of the Irish peasantry, immediat^y suggested the 
<^use, and, aware of her influence with the Ra^n$court tenants, she 
made all the haiste that the mads Would, peronit, to arrive at the 
spot, galloping down the bill', in so bold and dexterous a style that 
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her. compaiucMss neitber c6vld nor wobM ba^ dared to keep pace 
with her. * * * , 

Ho^ foplim^e was heivairival* need bardly be observed, as in 
all probability JheEqglish seamen would eventually have beei^ sa- 
crificed to the C!ui)idity and resentment of the halives. 

*^ William, do. you know mie?" wUspered Emily;4as^the leBm 
rdled down her cheeks, and her ooantienaiu^ betrayed the angimh* 
ofherpund. 

Seymour pressed the^mall white hand diat tremUed^in hisownV 
and a faint smile illiiminated nis features; but the excitemien^ at 
the appearance of -Emily w^s too great— the blood again gushed 
from Us wound, Ms eyes dosed, and his head fell on his shonl- 
(ter, as he swooned' from the loss of blood. * ' • . • 

***0h, God, preserve tim !" ^ied Emily, clasping -her hands, 
and raising her eyes to Heaven, and then sinkhig down in mental 
and fervent prayer. * .* ^ 

" My dear M^Elvina, I am so glad that you have come at 
last," said Susan, Jaursting into tears.' " Look at Whose side 
Emily fe kneeling— **tis William Seympur, dying. *' 

**^ymour ! " cried M'Elvina, who had but that inoment ar- 
rived ^ but aware of the importance of prompt assistance, he call- 
ed for the 'basket containing jthe restoratives, and. gently re^ 
moving Emily, he took her situation by the side of our wounded 
hero. ' 

>To strip off his dothes, examine the wound, bandage it,*so as to 

prevent a further loss of blood, and pour down Im throat some 

diluted wincj was the work of a fe\v minutes. Seymolir, who had 

only fainted, re-opened his eyejs, and soon shewed Ihe^goodeffects^ 

-of M'Elvina's presence of mifld. ' ^ 

^* M^Elvina,— is it not?— Did not I seeEmily ? " * 

**Yes, yoii did, my dear fellow; but'keq) quiet* Ldenot 
think your wouQd is dangerous. ** 

"I am better now,*M*Elvina — much better; t>lit I must see 
EmUfr . 

M'Elvina thought it advisable to accede to his wish,, and returned 
to his wife, who was supporting the fainting girJ. A glass of water, 
the assurance thar Seymour would do well, if not too mueh agi-^ 
tated, and a promise exacted from hisr tosay but little,^ was fol- 
lowed by an interview which had a reviving effect upon both. 

Medical practitioners, who dive into the inmost recesses of the 
human frame in pursuit of knowledge, and who search through the 
mineral and v^etable kingdom for relirf, whe^ wiB you product a 
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bate mlamitiag^ ^Mfetilkm pmrnrfQlt im^Mr so mMnftaaeousor 
restorative, as— joy? '^ ' . 

M'£lvina was ia the nein tmna oocufH^ im prqpttrailiiais for re- 
moving the woimded, and portioim^ out^food' said neeessacies to 
tlie rest of the party; When be bebdd the sad rdics m thesh^ 
JBff» aiid h^4 from the ^KN^wain the tragical eveHat^ ^ the day, 
lib imtigoaiiKXi vim bejcm^ bounds/ Seven Fr^neboiai, fifte^ii 
Englishmen, and eight IrisbmSn, had been burnt alive ; three ]Engh 
Ikhmen and five Irfehmtn had been pied in the affiray^ ibaking, 
iiidependdAtly of many severely v^bimded, a U)tal of thirly«eight 
vrho^had perished on this disastrous^ morning. *" 

The Irish who.had attacked them were all tenants of *tbe pro- 
pert^y belonging either to hin^ or tlainscourt^n immediate ^otioe 
to qfdt was given to them on the spot, and the dreadful word, emi* 
gpratioB, thundered In tb^ ears. This ^brought them on their 
knees^ .with such crying and beseeching^ such uncouth and Hdieu* 
Imis gestures, as almost to create a laugh among the English seamen 
who were witnesses to the seene. < 

** Well, if them an't funny beggars^ Fll berblowed," (Sied one ot 
the Eki^lish seamen. . < . « 

** Just the iway wid 'em," observed Condly, " all 1k»^ -or aH 
vinegur-^there's never a good turn they won't do ye now. Ifit 
had not be^ the ^ cratur,' thare woulijbd't have hem this blow 
up.- ^ ^ 

JRmt to ccmtinne. The bodies of tiie dead in the'll^tng weare 
consigned to the earth as they lay, the four wsdls compbso^ a 
mausolram tvlicfra animosity was buried. Tb^ corpses of M^Dor- 
mot, a'nd^the Irish who bad been killed in tbe conflict, wm*e re^ 
moved ^|y t\eir friends that they might he w^ktd. By the direc- 
tion of M'Elvma, the wounded English were cun^ied up by theu* 
former antagonists: tt>*.the snojall town at the foot of the castle, 
where surgical assistance v^s to be obtained. Seymour was 
{^iced on a s6n ofibjer that had b^en constructed for him-*£mily . 
and her Companions riding. by bis side; and'the cavalcade wound 
up the hill; the rear brought up by Hr.lferdbetiandthe remainder 
of the Enfi[lish Orey. ' . 

« In two hours all were at their respective destinatk)ns; imd Sey* 
mour, who had been examined by the surgeon upon btt arrivd at 
the castle, and whose wound had |3een pronounced by no means 
dmi^^^H)U8, vm^in bed and fast asle^, Susan and En^y watdi^ 
by iHSside. .. 

Dribrise4u, who had recogmsed his qucmdam^frioi^, If^ElInaa, 
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aiid{K6reeived bf Ms a^^nentnoe, and tk^ respect that "Vi^ad shown^ 
to biin, that' he had been more forjtanate in his career, since they 
bad part^, than he hs4 btmself, ftbm a pr(Hid feeling 6f liie mo- 
ment, did not make himsdf knovm. Th^ M^Hvina, who had no 
idea /of meeting hkn in sadi a 'quarter, should not; in the hurry erf 
the ^ne, clistfaigmsh his form^ assbdat^, covered as he w^is with 
dust and Mood, and having the appearance ifiore of k N'ew Z^land 
warrior^ than of any ofber iWing being, wa$ not sur{Hrisi^g-rand\ 
Debriseau jofaied the EngHsh party in the rear of the oavaicade, an^ 
remained >nrith then^ at the tdwn, while ^^Elvina and the rest of 
the cort<%e.c(»^tinued tMr iroute to the castle, with the womfded 
Seymoor; . * ' 

As sooii as our hero's wbUbd had been dressed, and the^favonr-t 
able opinion ot the surg^eon had been pronounced, M ^Elvina rode' 
down to the town, to make arrai^gements for the board and toil- 
ing of the !En^sh*seamen. I^ was then that he was' asked by Mr^ 
Hardsett, what ws^ to be done with the Frenchman who had beeit 
saved. ' ^ ' 

"Where is he?" demanded M^Elvina. 

Debrisean was sunmioned to the magistrate, an^ haviilg cleaned 
hittisdf, of the-dnst and gore, was immediatdy recognised. 

**Debri8ean!" exdaimed M'EIvina, with astonishm^t, and. a" 
kok of displeasure. 

**Bven so, Captain M*Elvina,'* replied Debriseau, haughtily; 
** ]^tt do Blot seem very well pleased at meeting an old al^quaint* 
ai!^." ^ 

" Gafilmn Debriseau, wiH you do nie the favour to ^t^ on oob 
skAe with me ? ' I wUl * be honest' with you," ccmtinued M*Elyina 
to the Guernseymkn, when- they were out of hearing of the boat- 
swain and the rfest j " and confess that, although 1 wish you well, I 
was not pl<eased at meeting with you here. You addressed me as 
Gstptain Mi'Elvina— -that title has long been dropped. I did once 
ccHifide to you the secret of my former life, and wfll own, what I 
little imagined at the time, that I have in consequence put it into 
your power to ^o itfe serious injury. You must now listen to me. 
While I gfve you k sketch of my liienioiri, from the time that we 
piirted at Cherbourg." ,' ' 

M^Elvinathen entered into a short history of what the reader is 
acquainted with.-r-** Judge, then, Debriseau," pursued he, " if, ' 
after what has passed, I could/ honesfly ^say tBat I was ^tsrit to see 
ym — wh*> not only, by your present, reminded me of ray former 
irregularities, but had the means, if you thought proper, of ac- 



Digitized by 



Google 



5QS THE KING'S OWN. 

quaintii^ my frieiicte .aqd aequaiiil^lioes lAlh wflM I whh I could 
forget myself." . 4 . ' 

" Captain— lb6g your pardonvSJEr. M'EIvina/* replied Debris^u 
with dignity, "I will be as honeat As you, I amhen^ without a 
sous, and without a shirt, and when I leave this, I know .not where 
to jay my haiid upon either; but rather than betray a confidence 
reposed in me,' rathei^than injure one who always wasnny fiaend, 
or, what is still more tinwpr&y, attempt to work upon your fears 
to my.own advantage, I would suffier death, nay, more — SacriHie 
—I would sooner turn custom-house tffficer. No, no, M'EIvma— 
Je mm Francis, TTioi— bah, Imean I ama true Eng^hmain. Ne- 
ver mhd what lamT-all countries ai?e alik^e, if a man's heart is in 
^he right place. I sincerely wish you joy of yojur good fortune, 
and know nobody that in my opinion deserves it more. I «hall go 
to prison with some resignation, now that ] know you have been so 
fortunate; and do me not tlie. injustice to imagine, *that you will 
ever be troubled by either seeing or hearing from me." 

"I waited for this Imswec, Debriseau : had you made any other, 
J would have run the risk andilefieid you ; nothing woiild have in- 
duced me to have offered to bribe your silence. But I rejcMce in 
your honest and manly conduct—* Honesty is the best policy,' De- 
tidseau. I can now offer, and you can accept, without blushing on 
either side, that assistance Which I have both the power and will 
to grant. There is no' occasion for your going to prison. I make 
the retuf ns as magistrate, and, as you are an JSnglish subject, vnll 
be answerabl^^ for the pmission. We are^too far from the work! 
here to have any questions asked. And now let me Imow how I 
can be of any service to you, for my purse and intere^ you may 
commaiid.'' ^ , • ' 

** Well, then, to. tell you the truth, I am fit for nothmg on shore. 
I must have another vessel, itj can get one." . ' .. 

" Not a smuggling vessel, I hope," replied. M'Elvina, gravdy. 

* * I ^hould prefer it j certainly. Why, -th^ftrels no harm in smug- 
gling, if I recollect ypm* arguments right/' replied Debriseau, smil- 
ing. "Do you i*emember ;;he night that you convince^ pae ? " 

** I do, very well,'^ said M*Elvina ;.** but I have reconsidered the 
subject, and I haveone little relnark to make, which will tipset the 
whole. theory ; which is, that, other people acting wrong, cannot be 
'ucged as an excuse for our own conduct. If it were, the world 
would SQon be left without virtue or honesty. You may think (ne 
scrupulous; but I* am sincere. Cannot ^ou hit upon something 
else?" 
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EttiHy, who W2^ ccmsiaiiti^tiart his s5de, and could not ooitce&l her 
regard for hun, had returned vAth tenfold violence. The sanie ho- 
i^urable pririfciple which had before decided him— that df pot taking 
advantage of her pre|}OSsesSion inliis favour, and permittmg her to 
lhtt)W away herself and her largft fortune tJpon one o£ unknown 
Mretttage and pennyless condition, —militated agawjst his passicMi, 
and caused such a tumult ©f contending? feelings, as coukJ liot biit 
affect a' person in his Weak slate. ^ A slow fever came on, which . 
retarded the cure, andeveii thfeatened.mdfe serious consequaw^ps. 
Madame de StaS has triily obsmed, that love occopi^ the whole 
bfe of a woman. It is not therefore Surprising that Vonfeu should 
be mpre illful \n detecting the symptoius of it ■ ifii others. Mrs. 
M*Elvina, with the usual penetration of her sex, discovered whftl 
Was passing in tHfe miud of Seymour,- and communicated her susjrf- 
' ijions to her husbarid. Asfdr some ibyS the heaUh 6i our hero 
rather declined than improved, lif'^Ivina determined jo entrust him 
with the secret of his birth, whicb, by removing aB difficulties, he 
ijnsigined would produce a beneficial . effect. 
' But there was one point which H'Elviiia could not conceal from 
our hero, which >yas, the mriapcholt fdet of his father having, un- 
der^an assumed" name, fallen a sacrifice to the offended bws of Ms 
country ; and tlie knowledge of this had so serious an feffect upon 
* Seymorfi, as almost to neutrali?;e the joy arismg from the rest of the 

comn^unication. ,^ ' ^ ,. t^ ' .. 

The first? question which he asked hmiself was, whether Eimly 
would or ought to marry a man whose father had perished by so 
iptiominious a death ; and/ now that aft other impediments to his 
miking hfer an offer 'of his hand were removed, whether that cur- 
ctttmtance alone woui<J noj be an insupertAte bAr to their unioii- 
Agitated by thfese conflicting '^doubts, Seymimr passed a steeplegs 
tright, aud on the ensuing morning his, fever had alarmingly in* 
crfeased.f 5 this was observed by. the surgeon, who stisited that he 
could not account for it,>xcept by supposing that there wafe sonie^ 
thing h^avy od the mind Df his patient, Which, uotess i^eaovedi 
'^^H retard, if not prevail, reco\^ry. * 

Susan, who with her husbarid had imagine^ that the disctosnrs 
^hidi had taken'place would have had a beneficial effect, hastttied 
to the sibk chamber, and soon persuaded otir hero to ipake h^ a 
<^mfidattt of his doubts and fears. ** There is but one who can 
sititfy you bnttat point, my^ deariWiUiam," repfiiBd she; **fer 
alihou^i Ifee* conviiKjed that I caa answer for her, it is not J^acdy 
a base 6f proxy-*M*Elvitta will be here ffirecUy, aad.tjiwi I wiM 
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obtaiB his permission lb disdqse the whole to Eiiiily, and you will • 
have the aaswer from her ownf lips." 

In the course of the forenoon Emily was tnade acquainted with 
the eventful history of our hero'^ birth and parentage — of her no 
longer being an heiress*— of his Ardent love for her, and of the fears^ 
that he entertained uponHhe subject. • * ..." ' ' 

" lam only sorry for one thing,'* refilled Enjily, in her-tears, as 
Susan finished her commuBication, '*that h^ di^ not ask me to 
marry him when I j,hought that I was a^ heiress — now, if I accept 
him, I am afraid it may be thought— Oh, if you knew how I Jiave 
loved him— bow I have t^hought of him when fa? away," cried the 
sobbing girl, " you would not— po one would think me capable of 
interested motives.— f am. so glad the property is his,'* continued . 
Emily, looking and smiling through her tears. ^ ' ^ 

** Why, my dear Emily, if \ou begin lo mak^ difficulties we shall 
be worse than ever. There nevei: was a more fortunate occurrence - 
than this attachtQcnt between you and Seymour. It reconciles all 
difficulties, .puts an end, to all Ghanc^y suite, and will shower ge- 
neral happiness, when some at least muSt havo been made mfeerr 
able. €om*e wHh me— William fs very feverish this morning ; ygu 
only can da him good." 

Mri. M*Elvina led the agitated girl into the sick diamber, and 
whispering to Seymoun that Emily knew all, and that all was w^U, 
was so very imprudent as to ailovv her feelings to overcome her 
aen^ of cbap^ronism\ and left them together. 

I am aware that I now have a (air opportupUy of inserting a most 
interesting conversation, full of hh^ and ahs, dears and sweets, etc., ' 
which would be unach relished by all misses of seventeen, or therer 
abouts ; but as I do not write novels for them, and the young couple 
have no secrets to which the reader is not already a party, I shall 
leave th^m to imaging the explanation, with all its concomitant re- 
trospections, and anticipations, soft^ed with tears and sweetened 
with kisses ,- J|nd as the pk)t now thickens, change the scene to the 
dressing-room of Rainscourt, who returned late last night, and has 
*aow just risen, at bis usual hour, viz!^ between two and three in the 
lifternoon. His French vafet is in attendance shaving him, and 
ditissing his hair, and communicating what little intelligence, fo- 
reign or domestfc, he has been enabled to collect for his n>aster's 
amusemeiit. , . - . ' 

"Monsieur has not seen the young officer who was vvounded?" 

** No ; I wonder why they brought hinf> jup here. What sort of 
a person is he?" '. ' \. 
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* ' • * . 

^* Cest unjoligargon, Momtevr, avee I* air bien distingue. — ^I caK- 
cled in Ihe water this; morning when his wound was dressed, for I 
had ihe curiosity to see him — Vest une diable de blessure — and the 
young officer has a A'fery singular niark on the right shoulder, like— 
comment Cappelez'vons t-r-pifid decor bem^* 

ifaipscQurt started unden the operation of the razor ; he remem* 
bered the mark of -the grandchild, so minutely described by the 
yicar. . 

'* Pardon, Monsieur, cen'estpas ma faute" said the valet,^ apply- 
ing a napkin to stanch the blood which flowed from bis master's 
cheek. * 

** It was aot/' replied Rainscourt, recovering himself, ** I had a 
slight spasm.'* - .' 

, The operation was continued, and fortunately had just been fi- 
nished when the valet resumed, — ^'Et^-appelez-vous, Monsieur le Vi- 
caire de^Il est arrive hiei^ ap, soir, on A visit to Mr, M'Elvina." 

** The devil he is ? " replied Hainscourt springing fronj his chair, 
at ihe corroborating incident, to his previous ground of aterm. 

The astonished countenance of the valet" restored the piaster ta 
his senses. ** Bring me my coffee—I am nervous this morning." 
* But Rainscourt had not long to endure suspense. He had bare* 
ly finished his toilet, when he was informed that the vicar, M*E1- 
,vina,.and sonie other gentlemen, were below/ and wished to speak 
to him.* , ' ' ' 

. Rainscourt, anxious to kndw the wprst, descended to the library, 
where he found the parties before mentioned, accompanied by 
Debriseau and a legal gentlemaik We shall not enter into detail* 
To the dismay of Hainscourtjlhe identity of our hejx) was estaUished 
beyond ail doubt, and he felt convinced that evei^tually he should 
.be forced to surrender up the property. Ifis indignation was 
chiefly levelled at M*EIvina, whom he considered ^ the occasion of 
the w^ole, not only from having rescued our hero from the wreck, bul 
because it was by his assertions, corroborated by Debriseau, that the 
chain of evidence was clearly substantiated. M*Elvina, who, frona 
long' acquaintance, had a feeling towards Rainscourt which his' 
conduct did not deserve, waited, only for his, acknowledgment <rf 
. our hero's claim to <x>mmunicate the circumstance of the attach* 
ment between the young people, which would have barred all fur- 
ther proceedings and have settled it in an amicable arrangement. 

^* WelH Gentlemen," observed Rainscourt, with pique, "if you 
can satisfactorily prove m a court of justice all you have now stated^ 
I shall of course bow to its decision ; ' b&t you must excuse me if> 
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<Nit of regard to my daughter^ I resist, until tfie a^eeiilDnS'Can be 
substantiated 0|H>alh. You cannot expect otherwise/* 

** We do, not expect otherwise, Mr. Raipscourt," replied M^Elr 
vina, — " but we think it will not be necessary that it slfculd go into 
oourt." . ' • ♦ 

**Mr. M'liyin^j" interrupted Bainscourt, angrily,—**! wish no 
observations from you. After your intimacy with. the family, par- 
ticularly with my daughter, who, by your means, \^1 j^rob^Iy 
iforfeit all her prospect^, I consider your conduct base and treacher 
rous. You'll excuse my ringing the tell for the:ser\iant to shew 
you the. door," . 

M*Elviaa turned pale wkh rage. ** Then, Sir, you shall have no 
suggestions from me. Come, Gentlemeri,>e willTetire,^' continued 
M*£lvina, now determined that Rainsc^urt shoij^d be left in igno- 
rance for the present ; and the parties quitted^the room, little con- 
teinjf^lating that such direful cojisequences would ensue from this 
trifling altercation. * " . . ' * 



CHAPTER LIX. . ^ 

. Was there ever seen such viUany, 
* ^nea% plotted, an^ so welf performed, 
/ \ Both held in-hand, and fJatly both be^ed? 

. ^ Je^p of Malta. 

The -feelings of Rainscourt were worked, up to desperation and 
madness. A» soon as the party bad quitted tjie room, he paced up 
and down; clenching his fists and throwing them in the air, as his 
Mood boiled agamst. M*Elvina, whom he considered as his mortal 
enemy. To send him a challenge, with the double view of remov- 
mg hitn and hi$ testimony, and at the same time of gluttmg his 
own revenge, was the idea that llbated uppermost in his confused 
and heated brain. To surrender up the estates— tp* be liable for 
the personal propaty which he had sqqandered--to sink at once 
' fron) affluence to absolute pauperism, if not to incarceration, — it 
Wa^ impossible. He continued his rapid movements to, and fro, 
dividing his thought^ between revenge and soicide,^ wheh a tap at 
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ihe door roused tum-fromlfis gloomy reveries. It^as^^&^i^geoB 
who attended Seymour ; he came lo pay his respects and maie a^ 
rqport of his patient's health to Rainscourt, whom he had not seen' 
since his r^rn to the castle. 

** Your most obedient. Sir. I am sorry that my patient was not 
so weH wheii I saw him this morning. I hope tp find him better 
when I go up stairs.'' . . -, 

"Oh J** replied Rainscourt, a faint gleam of ifeliveranoe from 
bis dilemmas shining lipon his dark and troubled mind. 

" Yes, indeed," replied the medical gentleman, who,* like many 
others, made the most of his case^,. to enhance thevajue of his ser- 
vices ; like Tom Thumb, who **. made the giants first, and then 
Jiilled them'— "a great deal of fever, indeed—I doj not Ul^e the 
symptoms. But we must See what we cap do." 

" Do you thin? that there i? ahy chance of his not reijoveriig ?" 
asked RainscoWt, with emphasis. > . ^ 

.** It's hard to say. Sir ; many much worse have recovered, and 
many not feo.ill have been t^iken off. If the f^e^;abates, all will go 
well — if it does not, we mu^ hope for the best," replied the sur- 
geon, shrugging up his shoulder^. 

''Theft he might die of the wound and fever attending it? " 
** Most certainly he might. He might be carried off in twenty- 
four hours.*" * 

"Thank you for your visit, JUr. B ," replied Rainscbiirt^who ^ 

did not wish for his further company. ^^ Good morning." 

" Good mormng,' Sir,'" replied the. surgeon, as Rainscourt po- 
litely bowed iiim out of the room. ^ * , 

Rabscourt again paced up and down. "He might die of this 
fever and wound in twenty-four hours. There could be nothing sur- 
prising in it ;" and as he cogitated, the dqpmon entered into.hissoiil. 
, He sat down, and pressed his hands to his burning temples, as he 
rested his elbows on the table many minutes, perplexed in a chaotic 
labyrinth of evil thoughts, till the fiend pointed'out the path whidi 
must be pursued. 

He summoned the old nurse. Those wlio have lived in, or are 
acquainted with the [Peculiarities and customs of Ihe sister ki^- 
dom, must know that the attachment of the lower Irish to their 
masters amounts to almost self-devotion. Nordh had nursed Rains- 
court at her breast, and, remaining in the faftiily, had presided 
over the cradle of Emily — adhering to Rainscourt in tiis poverty, 
and now, jin the winter of her days, basking in the sun of his pros- 
perity. • * ' . 
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/'Tbe btel$iBgs of ttie day upon the ms^ter," said iie oM wo- 
man as she entered. - . *# ♦ 
. Rain&ourt locked Ihe^door. ** Norah," said he, ** I hj^vg bad 
news to tell you. Aire you awor^ that the castle is no longer 
mine?" . * , . 
. '* The castle no longer yourg ! Och ,hoBe," replied the old ■ 
womai;, openinB heroes wide with astonishment. 

" That I am a beggar, and shall be sf nf to prison ? " ' 
. ** The master to prison — Och hone ! '^ ■ ^ " ♦ 

"That my daughter is -no longer an heiress, but without ^ 
shilling?" * ■ 

, * * The beautiful cliild without a shilling— Och hone ! '' 

' f That you will hav€^ to leave — be turned out of the castle ? " . 

* * He turned out of the t^stle — Och hone ! " 

'** Yes, Norah, ail this will take place in a few days."' ' . 

** And who will doit?" ' 

* ** Why, the young man* up stairs, whose life we are saving. So 
much for gratitude." 

" Gratitude ! Ooh ho^e— and so young— anAso beautiful, too,^ 
as he is." * * . . 

** But he inay die, Noral^ , 

** Sure enough'he may diep' replied the old woman, brightenii^j 
up a^fhe idea. " It*s a bad faver that's on him." 

** And he ihay recover, Norah." 

"Sura enough hie may recover," replied she mournfully, ''he's 
but young blocri." , > . ,, , 

^ ** Now, Norah, do you love your master— do you love your 
young mistress?", " ' ^ ^ 

. " Do I love the Aaster and the mistress? " replied the old wo- 
man, indignantly ; "and it's yon that's after askmg me such a 
question!" . * . 

" Can you bear to see us turned out of hotise and home-rto he 
cast on the wide world in poverty and rags? ' Will you permit it, 
whed, by. assisting me, you can prevent it ? " 

"Can I bear it ?— will I assist ?— tell me the thing that you'd ' 
have me do, thaft's all.'\ 

" 1 ^aid that the wounded person might di^— Norah, he musl 
die." 

The old wi»man looked up earnestly at Ramscourt's face, as if ta 
undersljmd/him.. ** I see ! " — then remaining ^vith her head down 
for some time, as if in cogitati^, she again looked, up. "Wili 
father O'Sullivan -give me absolution for that ? " 
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^* Hq i;viil--%« shall— I will pay for ten thousand matsbe^ for y(^r 
soul overtui4*abqve.*' •- ' 

*^ Bu^ what wcNiId you have me do — so^oung^ and so btoutiful, 
too ! * ril think over it to-night. I never sleep much now, the rats 
are so trqubtesome." » , 

. ** Rats V xried Rainseourt ; ** why not get some arsenic? " 

** Arsenic ! " echoed the old woman ; " is it arsenic for the rats— 
you mean?" 

r *' Yes/* replied Rainseourt, ^nific^ntly ; " for ^11 sorts of rats— 
Uiose who would'undermine the foundation of an ancient house." 

" Sure it's an old hoiise, that of theHainsceurts/* replied the 
nurse :^ " but I'm giddy a little— I'lf think a bit." 1 

In a second or two, her face brightened up a little; 

"Why don't you marry the two together ? Such a handsome 
couple as they'd be ! " .' * . . 

*.* Marry, you old fool ! Do you think, now that he is aware that 
all the property 4s hi^, that he would barry Emily, without a 
sixpence 'i No — no." ^ 

. ** True — and itjs the arsenic you want, 'then ? — and ifou're sure 
that the priest \vill give absolution ? " * 

" Sure," repHed Rainseourt, out ^patience ; *^come to me at 
day-light to-morroW moirning." ^ 

** Well, I'll think about it to-night when- I'm asleep.— And so 
young, and so beautiful, tpo. Och hone f " murmured the old 
woman, as she unlocked the door, and with tremulous gait quitted 
the room. 

Rainseourt, left to himself, again l)ecame the prey to. conffictiag 
passions.^ Although his ceoscience had long beeii proof against any 
remorse at the commission of the every-day crimes which stained 
the^earth, yet it recoiled at meditslted murder. *Mbre than once he 
determined to. leave it all to chance, and if Seymour did recover, to 
fly the country with all the money he could raise ; but the devil had 
possession, and was not to be cast out; 

The door was again opened, and Emily, radiant with happiness 
after the interview with Seymour, i^ which she. had plighted and 
received the troth of her belovfed, entered the room. 

** My dear father, Mr. Seymour is so much belter this evening." 

** Would he were in his grave ! " replied Rainseourt, bitterly. 

EmiVy had come in, at the request of Seymour, ta state to her 
father what had taken place, but this violent exclamation deterred 
her. She thought that it wa^ not a iavour^Ie moment, and she 
retired^ wishing him good night, with no smaU degree of indigna- 
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tion expressed in her couiit&iance at Ms inniuitofis Vdsh. She 
retired to her Qhamber — her angei' was soon chased away by the 
idea that it was for her sake that her father was so irritated, and 
that lo-morrow all would be well. Bending t6 hejr Creator in gra- 
titude and love, and not forgetting Seymour in her visions, she l^id 
. * her head upon ter pillow,* and visions of futute happiness filled her 
dreams in uninterrupted succession. 

Enjoy them, beautiful and innocent one! *Reyeiin them, if' it 
were possible, to satiety — for they are thy last enjoyment.' How. 
much would the misery of this world be increased, if we wei^ 
permitted to dive into futurity ! How few of us would think it 
. worth our while to continue the journey ! • The life of man is a pil- 
grimage in error and in darkness. * The ignis fatuu»that he always 
pursues, always deceives him, *yet he is warned in vain— at the 
moment of disappointment, he resolves-^sees another, and pursues 
again. The fruit is turned to ashes in his mouth at the fancied 
jnoment of. enjoyment — warnings succeeds ^ warning — disappofnt- 
ment is followed up by disappointnjent — every grey hair , in his 
head may be considered as a sad memento of dear bought, yef 
useless experience— still he continues,* spurred on by Hope, antici- 
paling every thing, in purstH^ of nothing, until he stumbles into his 
grave, and all is over. 

. Little did lil'Elvina and the vicarthink what the consequences 
would be ^f their leaving Rainscourt in his wrath, liittle did Rains- 
court and the nurse imagine how dreadful and how futile would be* 
the results of their wipked intentions.' Little did the enamoured 
and' guileless pair, who now slumbered in anticipated bhss, con* 
template what, in the never-ceasing parturition of time, the mor- ' 
row would bring forth. 

iEarly in the morning, Rainscourt, who was awake, and who had 
npft taken off his clothes, was*starUed by a low tapping at his door. 
It was the nurse. ' . \ 

"Wdl," said Rainscourt, hastily, "have you procured what we 
;w«re talking of?" 

"I have, indeed; but " ' 

" No buts, Norah, or we part for ever. Where is il? Who is 
with him?" \ 

" One of the women. I touW her I would nurse him after day- 
light/' 

" When does he take his fever-draughts? " 

" Ever-y two hours— Och hone, hell take but one more— So 
young, and so beautiful, loo. 
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^ SUmmi IpoI ; gp f»4 ^^ tbet>iber womaa to bed, anfl then 
bring in one of the draughts/' 

The old iiftrse tucned bajsk 9& she was hobbling away,—** And 
tbe absolution?/' . . ' ' 

** Away, aqd 4o as I order you/' cried Raipscourt, with violenoe, 

" Blessed Jesus, dotf t talk so loud ! • It's the whole housd will ' 
hear ^ou/' said the hag, beseechingly, as she left the room. 

She returned witb^he di'apght. Rainscourt poured in t^ pow- 
der, and shook it with desperation. * * I^ow this is the fir^st draiigbt 
be must take ; give H him directly. 

^* Och bone ! " cried the okl womim, . as £he received the vml iii 
ber.trembliiig hands. '. 

** Go ? and fwme b^ck $nd t<il me when he hals takeai it." 
' Norah left the room; Rainscourt waited her returil in a state of 
'mind so horribly painful that large drops of perspiration poured 
from his forehead. At one moment, he would have recalled her — 
the next, beggary stored him m^the face, and his diabolical reso- 
luti(m^wa^ confirmed. His ^gony of suspense became so intaose 
that he could wait no 4pnger. He went to the door of ihe ^ck 
chamber, and, opening it gently, looked in. 

The (M woman was silting down on the floor, croncbed, with 
her elbows on her. knees, and her fade and head covered over with 
her cloak* Th^ noise of the binges startled her; she uncovered 
her head, and*looked up. Rainscourt macie' signs to hef, inqtift4ng 
whether he had taken the draujg^bt. She shook her head. He 
pointed his finger, aqgrfly, desiring her to give it. The old WQnwt 
sunk on b§i* knees, and held up ber hands in supplication. J^^io8r 
coijirt beckoned her out — she followed him to his own roolju. 

* ' Do you see Uiese pistols ? ".said Rainscourt— r* * they are lo^ided* 
Immediatdy ©bey.my'orders*-promiseffie, on yo4ir soul, that you 
' will, or yon shall be the occasion of. your master's death. Swear ! " 
continued he, putting* one of the pistols to his ear, and his finger to 
the trigger. > 

"I will do it— on my soul I will, master dear," cried Norah. 
'*Only put away the pistols, and if he were thousands more beau- 
tiful, and if my §0^1 is lo be burnt for ever, I'll do it/' * 

Again she returned to the chamber' of the victiuf, followed by 
k^inscourt, who stocid at the door to fortify her relation.' * , 

Seymour was .awoke, by the old beldame— from » dream^ m 
which the form of Emily Idessed his fancy— to take thefiital draught 
now poured out apd presented lo him. ASccustomed to ibeiebrir 
fuge at c^rtaiu hours, Jie drank it oi¥ in hasle, that he might re* 
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nbw^fais drearn'mg happinefts. * ''What is H? It burss my throat^!'' 
cried Seymour* 

' * It's not'lh^ likepf what you've taken before," said the old wo- 
man; shuddering/ as she^ offered him 'Some water to take the tasfe 
away. . ' 

''Thank you, nurse/' said Seymour, as he again spnfc on iiis 
pillow. 



CHAPTER LX. . . 

Hor. You se^ he is departing. 

Com. Let me come to him ; give me him as he is. IC he be tufnetl to earth, let me but 
gtv^him one hearty kite, and yqu $hall put us lk)lh into one coffin. ' , 

* . ■ . . Websteb. 

* . 

Jt was but a few jninutes after the scene described in the last 
chapter, that Emily awoke from her slumbers, and chid the sun 
for rising before her. As soon as she was dressed, she descended 
to inquire after the health of him whose fate was now entwined 
with her own. She gently opened the door of the room. The 
shutters were yet closed, but the sun pourecf his rays through the 
chinks, dacting; in spite of the obstruction, a light which raidered 
the night lanip useless. The curtains of the bed were closed,' and • 
all was quiet. Norah sat upon the filoor, her eyes fixed upon the 
ceiling with wild and haggard look, and as she passed the beads 
which she was telling from one finger to the other (her lips in rapid 
and.convulsi¥e motion, but uttering no sound), it appeared as if she 
thought the remnant of her life too short for the prayers whidi she 
hfid to offer to the throne above. , ^ 

Emily having in vain attempted to catch heiveye, and jEearful of 
waking Seymour, tripped gejatly across^jand pushed the nurse by -^ 
the shoulder, beckoning her out of the chamb^.' 'Nbrab followed 
her. mistress into an opposite room, wj^en £lmily, who had be<^ 
alarmed by the behaviour of the old woman^ spoke in a low and 
hurried tone, ' ' (iood heavens, wbM, isjfefie matter, Norah ? Ydu 
look so dreadful. ; Is h^ worse?" ' ' ^ .^ 

" Och hone ! " said the nurse, her thoughts evidently wandering* 



Digitized by 



Google 



3^4 THE KING'S OW^^* 

**Tdt me, nar^, answer me^ is he ^^orse?" . ' 

" I don't know," replied Norah ; " the doctor will tell." 

**0h God { he's worse — ^I'm sure he is,'* cried ^n^y bursting 
into tears. "What will beoome of me, if niy dear, dear Sey- 
niQur— " 

**• Your dear Seymour ?" cried the startled Norah. 

" Yes, my dear Seymour. Idid not tell you — ^I^ve him, nurse-^ 
be lovas,me-^we have plighted our troth; ai)d if he dies, what will 
become of me?" continued- the sobbing girl. 

"Och hone ! and is it the truth, and the real truth, diat you're 
telling me, and was he to be your husband ?" 

** Wai ha!— he U, Ndi-ah. What did you mean by was he?** 
cried Emily, in harried accents/ seizing the old woman by the wrist, 
wJth a look of fi^rful anxiety. 

** Did I say, was he? I did, sure enough^ and it's true too. I 
thought to do n&y darling a service, and I cared little for my own 
soul. r-So young, and so beautiful, too. And it's a^iice pair ye 
would have made. And it's I that have kilt him ! ! Och ^ne ! " 
crifed Norah, wringing her .withered hands. 

" Killed him, Norah i What have you dolie ?-T-tell me directly," 
screamed Emily, shaking the old hag with all her force — ** Quick ! " 

The old nurse seemed to have all the violence of her mistress's 
feelings communicated to her as she cried out, with a foce of hor- 
ror, *^ It was all for ye that I did it. It's the master *that made me 
do it. He said my darling would be a beggar. It's the poison for 
the rats he's taken. Och, och, hone ! " and the old womai) sunk 
on the floor, covering up her head while Emily-flew shriekiilig out 
of the room. . ^ ^ 

When M^Ehina and his party quitted the castle, they returned 
to M'Elvina's house. ** I cpnnot but pity Mr. Rainscourt," observed 
the vicar; "indeed 1 wish that, notwithstanding Ws >iolence, wc 
had not quitted'him without making the communication." 

"So do I," replied M'Elvina; "but the injustice of his accu- 
sation prevented ine ; and I must confess that I have some {Measure 
in allowing him to remain twenty-four hours in su^nse — longer 
than that, not even my revenge has ston^ach for." 

"I am afraid," observed Debriseau, "that we have done un- 
wisely. The violence and. selfishness of the man's character are 
but too well known, and Seymour is in his power." 

"Do not be so uncharitable, Sr," replied the vicar, gravely. 
^'Mr. Rainscourt, with all his faults^ is incapable of anything so 
base as what you have hinted at." 
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'^ I trusi I have donehim injustice/' replied Deliris^u ; ^^ bat I 
saw that in his eye, during the interview, which Chilled my blood 
whenl thought /)f your young friend." , 

** At all events, when I go up to-morrow morning to see how 
Seymour is, I think it will^be right to. inform Mr. Rainscourt of the 
fects. I shall be there by day-light. Will j^u accompany me, 
Sir ?" said M*Elvina to the vicar. 

** With pleasure,*' replied the other ; ^d from this arrangement 
the vicar and*M*EIvina were at the castle, and had sept their cards 
in to Mr. Rainscourt, at the very time that Emily hadbedioned the 
©Id nurse out of the chamber. 

As long as the^eed still remained to be dome, the conflict be- 
tween the conscience and the evil intentions of Rainscourt had be^ 
dreadful; but now that it wds done, now that the Rubicon had 
been- passed, to listen, to the dictates of consdence was useless ; 
^ad, worn out as it "had been in the struggle, and further sooth- 
ed by the anticipations of continued pi'osperity, it no longer had 
the power to goad him. In short, con^ence for the time had 
"been overcome, and Rainscourt enjoyed, after the tempest, a 
hollow and deceitful calm, whicht he vainly hoped would bi con- 
dnued« ^ 

When M*Elvina and'the vicar wera annoqnced, he thought k 
prudent to receive them./ The bottle of brandy, to which he had 
made frequent applications during the morning, was removed; 
and'^aving paid some slight attention to his person, he requested 
that they would walk up into his dressingrroom. When they en* 
tered, the violence of the preceding day was no longer to be per- 
ceived in his countenance, which wore the appearance of mental 
suffering. The consciousness of guilt was mistaken for humility, 
and the feelings of both M'Elvina and the vicar were kindly 4a- 
fluenced towards Rainscourt. » 

"Mr. Rainscourt^" said the Armer, **we pay you this early^ 
visit that we may have the pleasure of relieving your mind from a 
♦ weight which it is but too evident presses heavily upon it. We 
think, whm you hear what we have to impart, you Will ag^ee with 
us, that there will be no occasion for litigation or ill-vdU. Mr. 
Seymour and your daughter have repeatedly met before this, and 
have long been attached to each other ; and alth<^gh Mr. Seymour 
was too honourable to make your daughter an offer at the time that 
be was friendless and unknown, yet th^ very first moment after he 
became acquainted with the change in his circumstances,lie made 
, a |»*oi>osaI, and was accepted. I presume there can be no objections 
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to die match, Ujid allow us, therefore, to eotf{vratulat^ you upon so 
fortunate a termmatioa of a very unpleasant business." 

Rainscou];|t heard it all— it rang in his ears— it was torture, hor- 
iftle torture. Wbop they thought that his eye would beam with 
delight, it turned glassy and fixed— when they thought that his 
features wouM be illumined with smiles, they were distorted with 
agony— when they thought that hts hands would be extended to 
seize theirs, offered in*Qongratulation, they were clenched with the 
rigidity of muscle of the drowning man. 

The vicar and M'Elvina looked at him, ^nd at each other, in dis^ 
may ; but their astonishment was not. to last. The door burst open, 
a&d Ihe frantic and shrieking Emily flew into the room, exclaimmg, 
— **They have murdered him! — Oh, God! they have poisoned 
Km. My father— my feiher — how could you do it?" continued 
the girl, as she sank, without animation, oh the floor. 

The vicar, Whose brain reeled at tte dreddful intelligence, had 
scarcely power to move to the assistance of Emily, while M*Elvhia, 
whose feelings of horror were mingled with indignation, roughly 
seized^Rainscourt by the collar and detained him his prisoner. 

** km so," calmly replied Rainscourt, who, stunned by the con- 
dition of his daughter,' the futility and blindness of bis measures 
amd the unexpected, promulgation of his guilt, offered no resis- 
tance. '' Had you made your communication yesterday, Sir, this 
would not have happened. I surrender myself up to ji^tice. You 
have no objection to my retiring a few minutes to my bed-room, 
till the ofBcers come? — I have papers to arrange. " 

M'EIvina acceded ; and Rainscourt, bowing low for the attention, 
went into the adjoining room, and closed the door. A few seconds 
bad but elapsed, when the report of a pistol was heard. M'Elvina 
rushed in,, and found Raitiscourt dead upon the £bor, the gorgeous 
tapestry besprinkled with the blood ami brains of the murderer 
and the suicide. # 

One more scene, and dl is over. Draw up the curtain, and be- 
hold the chamber in which, but the evening before, two souls, as 
pure as ever spumed the earth and flew to Heaven,— two forms, 
perfect as ever nature moulded in her happiest modd, — two hearts, 
that bestt responBive without one stain of self,— two bands, that 
plighted troth, an^ vowed and meant to lore and cherish, with tfl 
that this world coutd offer in possesion— health, wealth, power of 
intdlect and cultivated minds— Joy and Love hand in hteid, smil- 
mg on the present— Hope, with her gikled wand, pointing to futu* 
rity,— all vanished! Afid, in Aek* place, standin;; like fuo^rsd 
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mourners, at each corner of the bed, Misery, — Despair, — Agony, 
— and Death ! — Woe, woe, too great for utterance— all is as silent, 
as horribly silent, as the grave, yawning for its victim. 

M'Elvina and Susan are supporting the sufferer in his last ago- 
nies ; and as he writhes, and his beseeching eyes are turned 
towards them, supply the water, which but for a moment damps 
the raging fire within. 

The surgeon has retired from his useless and painful task-^ha- 
bituated to death, but not to such a scene as this. 

The vicar^ anxious to administer religious balm, knows that in 
excruciating torture his endeavours would be vain, and the tears 
roll down his cheeks a9 Ijfg turns away from a sight which his kind 
heart will not allow him to behold. 

Emily is on her knees, holding Seymour's hand, which, even in 
his agony, he attempts not to remove. Her face is lying down 
upon it, that she may not behold his sufferings. She speaks not 
— moves not — weeps not— all is calm— deceitful calm— her heart is 
broken! 

And there he lies — " the young, the beautiful, the brave" — in 
one short hour to be — 

"A thing 
O'er which the raven flaps her funeral wing." t 



t. 
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THE END. 
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comprised in one vol. imperial 8vo, portrait, 30 fr. Each work may be had separate. 

ABBOTSFORD & NBWSTBAD - ABBEY, 1 vol. ISma, 3 fr.; or 18rio., 1 fr. 50 a 

TOUR ON THE PRAIRIES, 1 vol. IStoo., 3 fr. 50 c; or 18ido.» 2 fir. 

LEGENDS OP THE CONQUEST OF SPAIN. 18S6, 1 vol. ISbo, Sfinato* 
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Google 



DIART OF AN INVAUD^ 1^ SlikTHBWS, 

1886. 1 grofi vwl. ISmo. br. 5 fr. 
QHUf *STOTAGB DOWIVTHE DAHUBB. 

lim, 1 prro8 vol. IHino. br. 5fir. 
IIRO€KEOON'^ GUIDE TO ITALY^ or lto*B 

BiioK from l^iulon to Naples, 1835, 1 vol. iii-18^ 

avec 5 cartds el iineivue; br. 3 fr. 50 c. 
CUIVNINGHAM'S Biographical and critical Hiih 

lory of the Britiith Literature of the hist fifty years. 

1 vol. 12iuoJ)r.,4f.50c. 

MISS EDGEWQRTH^S Moral Tales, 1834, 
3 vols. l8tiio, large type, 6 fr*— Popular Talrs, 

2 foh. I2t«o. I»i^. 10 fr.— Parentis Assistant, or 
Slorif A for Cluldren, new edition^ 1834, 6 vols, in 3, 
ISmo. large tvpe, 7 fr. 60 c, 

—Little Plays for Children, in-18, br. 2 fr. 
GALT'S Upe op Lord Byron, 5th edition. 1835, 

1 vol. grand in-18, pap. vclb, portrait, 5 fi*. 
HAULAM'S ConstitntJoual History of England, 

firom Henry VH. to George II., 4 vols. 8to. 30 fir. 

BRITISn THEATRE, containing 50 of the best Tra- 
gedies, Comedies. Operas and Farces, with Bio- 
graphy, &c. London, 1830, 1 gros voh in-8vo. car- 
(onne« 16 Gr^ 

THE LIVING POETS OF ENGLAN 1>. Specimens of 
the Living British Poets, with Biographical and 



Oritie«l Notices, and an Essay on Eaifirii Ftein 
2 thick vols. 8vo. fine paper, 18 fr,^*^ ' 

M. li. MEZIERES^ aiSTOuui c«£Xiqi» m l, 
LNTratATURE ANGLA 8S. I>epoi8 Baoott jasqo'Ri 
zixe si^cle. Paris, WM^ 3 Yot ior8o» 22 fi;. sSe. 

miL'rONni PAJUDBfi LOST, 1833, 1 vol. 8vo 
mUk a bean^al portrait, 6 fir.— WiOi port, and tw( 
plates, 6 fir. laige vellma pRpsr, India pioofa, 9 fir 

ROBERTSmfS Complete Works, in .S vds 
large 8vo, fine paper, boards. 40 fr. Orsi 

The History of Scotland and ladhk, J vol 

The History of Charfcs V. 1 vol* 16 fr. 

The History of America, 1 vol. 16 ir. 

The History of the Progress of Society b Europe 
forming an btrodnotioQ to Gharle* V., I v. l2mo 
broch^.2fr. 60o. 

SHAKSPEARE^ Dramatic Works, fiom the 
text of Johnson, Steevens and Rsed, with a Bio- 
graphical Afemoir and summary Remarks^ on eacli 

- play, 1836, cou^iete in I vol, 8va port., cart- 10 fi-. 

■RS. TROIXOVSV V^ARIS Am THE 
PARISIAliB, 2 vols. 12mo. 7 fr. 60 c 

— tewsiUM AND WciflTKfiN GcMiUfy in ]$S3. Nsw 
edition, 2 vols. line. 6 ^, 

~,?2P*™ Manners opthb AiaRieAi«i^4tkedil. 
1883, 2 vob. 12«o. veUam paper, 7 fr. §0c. 



liivres ltaUeii». 



UOOm. Vila e Scritti di G. Pboohio, Parigi 1836, 

Ivol. in-l^br.Sfi-.eOc. 
GOIXBTTA. Storia del Reame di Napoli, dal 

1734 saio al 1826. 2 vol. mS» br. 10 fr. 
LA RATTAOUA DI RENEVENTQ, 

Romanso Storico del Dottore Gubrrazzi, 1835, 2 

vol.in-12,br. 7fr.50c. 
MARCO VISGONTIy Storia del trecento ea- 

vata dalle cronacbe di qnel secolo, e raccontata 

da Tommaso Orossi, 1836, 2vol. ifi-12. br. 6 IV. 
ROTTA.— STORIA D^ITALIA, continuata da 

qaella di Ouicciardini sino al 1789. Parigi, 1832, 

15 vol. in- 18. port, jolie Mtion. 30 fir. 

La medesima Storia. Parigi, 1832, 10 vol. 



in-8, portr. br. 75 fr. 
— SJpria dltalia, dal 1789 

rigi, 1832, 4 vol in-8. SO fr. 
OHIGCIARDINI. Storia ditalia, cob 



al 1814. Pa- 



pre- 



famone di C. Bojta. 6 vol. in-8, port. br. 46 fr. 
La Collezione corapleta nniforme dei 20 v. in-8. 150 {> 
PELLiCO. Opere complete, che contiene 
' ^VoL. I. Le luie Prigioui ; addizioni di Ma- 

roncelli : Dei doveri degli nomini. 

VOL. 1 1 Tiitte le sue Tragedie, Can^he e 

Poesie, 1835, 'i g. v. in 12 jolie edit., port, br.lO f. 
// toUme ^0, teparatamente, br. 5 fr. 



PELLtOOy Le mie Prigioni, memorie. 1S34. 1 vrf. 

iQ42^ jolie ^ditioii, portrait. 3 fr« 60 c. 
————Dei doveri degli Uomini, 1 vol.m-12.2fr. 
A Jle mie Prigioni di Silvio Peiyoo, aiklizioni 

m Piero Maroncelli, segnite dalle doe tragedie, 

Fcancesca da Rimini ed fiafrmio da BimiMU 1 v. 

in- 12. 3f. 50 c. i-iri^ 

Tommaso Bloro,tragedia. 1 v. in-12. 1 f. 50 c. 

BOSIMI. Luisa Strozzi, storb dd seooio XVI 

1834, 2 vol iii-12, jolie Edition. 9 fi.. "^^^ ^^*- 
—La. Mknaca di Moasa, storiftr del seoolo XViL 

Partgt, 1885, 2 vols, in-12, 7 fr. 50 c. 

^??i*?c J**?'^ Fleramosca, o lH DMda di 
Barletta. 1836, 1 mA. in-W, br. 4fr, 60c. 

"fS!F?^?*.' ^V^.^^* dfioiraa edioione, 

1830,3 vol. ui*12>br.l2fr« 

II medesimo. 1834, 2 vwiio- 19^ br. 9 fr 

^Tragedie e imesie complete del medesimo 

aotore. Parigi, 1830, 1 vol. in-12, br. 5 fr. 
-Morale cattolica. 1834, in-12. 2 fr. 600. 



VARESE. La Fidanzata Ligmre^ ossia uai oos- 
tumaoze e caratteri dei popofi della riviera ai nostri 
tempi.1832,2 tmn.en lvol.in-12, jolie^d|tioB.4f.60i 

Sibilla Odaleta, ^nsodio deUe gvem 

. d'ltalia alia fine del secolo XY, romanzo storico 
I 1832, 2 tomes en t vol. in-12. 4 fr. eOc. 



RIBLIOTEGA POSTIGA ITAUANA, ScelU e; pubblicata da A. Buttuea. 30 toI. iii-32 
Pariflri, Didot, pap. veUn, orn6s de dix portraits. 72 fr. Chaque ouvrage ae vend sSparSment. \ 

PPTRARCA. Le Rime, a vol. 2 port. 7 fr. 60 c, 
ScBLT^ di Poesie italiane, d*autori antichi. 1 vol. 3 fr. 

Et^ media. 1 voL 3 fr 

^Teraa etS, 1 vol 3 fr. 

Tasso. Gerusalemme liberata, 4 vol. avec port.'S fr. 

Onpeuijoindre d eetU CoUeeiion: 
Boccaccio. II Decamerone, testo Poggiali ncorrstto 
" * " H«.1829.6f«l» 



ALAMAVNi. La Coltivasione, 1 vol. portrait. 3 fr* 
Alfieri. Tragedie scelte, ela Merope di Maffei. 

3 vol. 8 fr. ' ' 

Aminta di Torquato Tasso, 1 vol. figure. 1 fr. 60c. 
ARi08TO.OrIandoforio8o,e ie Satire, 8 vol. port. 18 f 
Dante. 1^ divina J OOmmedia, con argomenti ed 

annotazioni di A. Buttura, 8 vol. por.. 7 fr. 60 c. 
GOARiNi. II Pastor fido. 1 vol. port. 3fr. 50 
vol. { 



Mbtastasio. Opere scelte 3 vol. port. 8fr. 



dal profrssore Cemtti. Parigij Did 
in-32, pap. v*lia, portrait. 12 fr. 
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QOATTRO M>ETI ITALIANI, Dante, 
Petrarca, Arioato, Tasso ; coa una Hcelta di poesie 
italiaue dal 1200 sino a* nostri tempi, da Buttura. 
Parigi, Didpt, 1833, 1 vol. in-S, pap. v4K orn^ de 
qnatre portraits en groape, graves par HoopwoOD, 
cartooiie en percaline, tr^s-jolie Edition. 30 fr. 

NOTA (Alberto).Conimedie complete^oon Sapio 
storico di Salfi. 1829, 6 vol. in- 12, ioL edit. I8ir. 

. La novella SpoM, ia-l2, br. 1 fr. 

Commedie scelte del medesimoaatore. 1833, 

1 vol. in- 12.4 fr. 

SOAVEy NoTelie morali, coU'' accento di pro- 
sodia. 10a edizione^ accresciata di qaattro Novelle 
di Albbroati Capaoelu e d 'Altanesi. Parigi, 
1833, 2 gros vol. in-18» jolie edition. 4 fr. 

SCELTA BI POESIE E PROSE DI PIETRO ME- 
TASTASIO, offerta agli stadiosi della bella lingua 



italiana, da A. Buttura. 
tion tr^s-correcte,*6;fr.. 



2, 2 vols, in-12, edir 



VERRI (il Conte), Le Notti romaneal sepolcro de* 
Scipioni: naova edizio&e, colla Vitadi Erostrato;: 
jolie edition, 1834, 1 vol. in-I2, 5fr. 

DANTEy Opere poetiche.con note di diversi, per- 

. diligtBnsa e 8tadi<^ di Buttura, Paragi, 1823. 
2 vols, in-8, portr.^ p^P. fin, imprimis par Didot. 
tres-belle edition, br. 15 fr. 

PETRAHGAy Le Rime e le opere di Poliziano. 
con note diversi per diligenza e studio di A. But 
TORA. Parigi, 1830, 2 vols, in-8, port br. 15 fr. 

TASSOy La Gerasalemme e I'Aminta, con note d> 
diversi, per diligenza e studio di Buttura. Pa- 
rigi, 2 vols, in-8, port., papier fin, inipiim^r pti 
Didot, tres-belle Edition, br. 15 fr. 



TORENO. Historia del levantamiento, s^nerra y 

revolncion de Espana. 1836,6 gr. vol. in-8, gt09 

caractpres. 18 fir. 
tVORUSGAyNouTfille M^thode pour apprendre 

lalangoeespaguoleeBtr^s-peude temps, 1835, 

1 vol. ia-12, br. 2 fir. 25 c. 
ROIIYEAU GUIDE DE LA CONVERSATION, en 

espagnol et en francais. PariSf 1835, 1 vol. in-16, 

brr?fr.50c. 
CERVANTES. Don Quijote, en nn tomo. Paris, 

1835.1vol. in-8, 7 fr. 50 c. 

Bl mismo con 12 laminas finas, 10 fr. 

El mismo, con la Vida de Cervantes, [a 

Analisis del Quixote y las notas criticas y curiosas 

de Pblucbr. Paris, 7 gros vol. in-18, br. 21 in "i 
• Las Novelas Ejemplares, 1 vol in-8, 5 fr. 



LESAOE. Historia de Q'A Bias, 1835, en im 
tomo 8**., 7 fir. 50 c. 

61 mismo. con 12 laminas finas, 10 fr. 

GHATBAUHRIAND, Atala y Ren£— Ber- 
NARDIN DB St-Pierrb, Cabana Indiana y el Caf^ 
de Surate. Paris, 1 vol. in-18, br. 2fr. 60 c. 

SCHILLER'S der Geisterseher (Le visioivnaire), 
avec des Notes firan^aises et des observations 
grammaticales, par Ch. Platan, Paris, 1836, 1 vol. 
in-12, br. 2 fr. 50 c. 

ERADBLERy deatscheB Lesebuch far Franl^- 
reichs Schtalen, LB90NS de Litteraturb allb- 
manob. Nouveau choix de mor^eanx, en prose et 

* en vers, extraits des meillenrs auteurs allemands. 
3« ^ition. Paris, 1833, 1 vol. inl2, 4 fr. 

CABIPE, Robinson der Jiingere. Pari», 1835, 

' 1 vol. in.l2, br. 3fr. 

^ARIS WIE ES 1ST, oder Gemalde dieser Haupt- 



stadt und ihrer nachsten Um^ebungen, in Bezie- 
hung auf Topographie, Statistik und geseliige; 
Lel^n, mit besonderer Beriicksichtigung wissen- 
schafUicher Anstaltea and SammlungeiK nacb 
authentisch^n Qaellen dargestellt von Dr. V. 
Lang, Paris, 1835, 1 vol. in-lS, br, 3 fr. 

GOETHE, Faust; eln Trauerspiel. Tieitn^^ 
1 vol. in-ld, port. 4 fr. 50 c. 

— ■ — Leiden des jungen Werthers. 1 vol. in-lf 

papier fin , br. port. 3 fr. 50 c. 

SCHILLER'S QESnCHTE,Miinchen,Siutt 
gart und Tubingen, Cotta , 1830, 1 vol. granc 
in-12 , papier v^lin , portrait , br. 5 fr.^ 

Oeschichte des dreissigjaBhrigen Kriegs 

1831, 1 volume in-12, br. 5fr. 

Gesehichte des Abfalls der vereinigtei. 



Niederlande. 1831, 1 vol. inl2, papier v^l. 5 fr.^ 

Don Karlos, arand in-12, 3 Ir. 50 c. 

Maria Staart, 1 vol. grand in-12. 3 fr. 

Wilhelm Tell. 1 vol. in-12, br. 2 fir. 50 c. 

Die Raeiuber. 1 vol. in-12. 3fr. 

Der Geisterseher, 1 vol. in-12.|2*fr. 

^Saemmtliche Werke, in einem Band^, 

Munchen, Stuttgart und Tubingen, Cotta , 1834; 

. 1 gros vol. in-8, caract^es allemands, deux por- 
traits, cartoon^. ^ fr. 

BiEIDlNGERy Grammaire allemande; nou- 
velle edition, avec unmodele d'ecritureEallemandet 
Paris, 1833, 1 vol. graud in-8, 3 fr. 50 c. 

MBIDINGER'S Franzosische grammatik 
1835, 1 vol. in-8. 4 fr. • 

MOZINy Nouveaa Dictionnaire complet, alle> 
mand-francais et francais-allemand ; Stuttqard e • 
T&bingen^ 1823 a 1828, 4 vol. in-4, br. 48 fr. 

Le m^me . abr^g^. 2 grop volumes, J15 fr. 

LESSING'S FABELN, Fables de Lessing 
avec Notes de W. de Gadebusch. 1832, 1 vol 
in-12, br. 2 fr. 50 c. 

Les memes sans notes, in-12, 1 fir- 50 c. 



THIBAUT, Dictionnaire allemand-fran^ais e 
francais-allemand, ^etpzip, 1 gros vol.,in-lS. lOfr 



THE ATHENiGVM, 

jLoNDON JOURNAL OF LITERATURE, SCIENCE, & THE FINE ARTS. 

.t^rix pour an mois, 3 fr. ; pour trois mois, 8 fr.; pour six mois, 14 fir.V pour Vannee, 26 fr.; 
etdix sous de plus par mois pour U recevoir franc de port par la i)oste. 
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